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REDWOOD HIGHWAY/SAVE THE REDWOODS MOVEMENT  
 
 
Research for State Parks project 
August 2013-April 2014 
 
Engbeck, Joseph H., Jr., State Parks of California. 1980. Graphic Arts Center Publishing 
Co., Portland.  
 Chapter 4. Save the Redwoods! Naturalists had explored the forests of the north coast 
region and some, including John Mur, were especially impressed by the extraordinary stand of 
redwoods alongside the South Fork of the Eel River at bull Creek and the nearby Dyerville Flat. 
These experts agreed that the coast redwood forest was at its magnificent best far to the north of 
San Francisco. Some authorities went so far as to say that the Bull Creek and Dyerville Flat area 
supported the most impressive and spectacular forest in the whole world…. 
 In 1916 and 1917 several developments took place that would eventually have a profound 
impact on the north coast redwood region in general and the Bull Creek-Dyerville Flat area in 
particular. First of all, the National Park Service was created in 1916, and under the inspired 
leadership of its first director, Stephen T. Mather, set out to acquire for public “use, resort, and 
recreation” those features of North America that could best remind Americans of their pioneer 
tradition and of the magnificent natural heritage that everyone had a right to enjoy and a 
responsibility to preserve…. 
 The second major factor affecting Bull Creek and the north coast redwoods was the 
construction of a new state highway through the redwoods to Eureka and Crescent City in the 
extreme northwest corner of California. This new highway passed right through the Bull Creek-
Dyerville Flat area and promised to open up the whole South Fork of the Eel to increased 
tourism and to commercial logging…. 
 In August 1917, a number of prominent business and professional men, academicians, 
and others gathered for the annual summer encampment of San Francisco’s prestigious 
Bohemian Club….north coast redwood preservation issue [came] up for discussion….Several 
members of the club were eager to have a look at the situation and before long an expedition was 
in the making…. 
 The expedition was so revealing—so impressive and yet so worrisome—that a letter was 
immediately written (August 9, 1917) to the governor of California, William D. Stephens, asking 
him to find some way of preserving part of the great natural spectacle they had just 
witnessed….The letter was signed by Henry Fairfield Osborn, president of the American 
Museum of Natural History, New York; and was co-signed by Madison Grant, chairman of the 
New York Zoological Society. The third, but unsigned party to the letter was Dr. John C. 
Merriam, professor of paleontology and Dean of the Faculties at the University of California in 
Berkeley…. 
 Grant worked with Merriam and others to form an organization that he said should be 
called the “Save-the-Redwoods League” ….In Washington in October 1918, Grant and Merriam 
met with Franklin K. Lane, then Secretary of the Interior….They discussed the redwood situation 
and with Mather’s help persuaded Lane to serve as president of the new league….In August 
1919, Mather and Madison Grant came west in time to attend the 
 
Pg. 44: In 1921 the league [Save the Redwoods League] pursued legislation that promised to 
provide $300,000 of state money to supplement the funds already being expended by the league 
and by Humboldt County for acquisition of redwood forest land adjacent to the state highway in 
southern Humboldt County….In June…he [Governor Stephens]  approved the legislation and 
thereafter Solon Williams of the Forestry Board was able to acquire several redwood groves 
alongside the highway adjacent to the South Fork of the Eel River in what is now Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park. One of those areas, Richardson Grove, included a campground, rental 
cabins, and other tourist accommodations that were suitable for public use and management by 
concession contract. 
 
Pg. 44-45: Negotiations between the League and the Pacific Lumber Co. concerning the 
incomparable forest at Dyerville Flat and Bull Creek had been underway for several 
years….Pacific Lumber was simply unwilling to sell it. No prospect that either the federal 
government nor the state would save these areas; only hope was Humboldt County with funds 
from the League; P.L. started logging late 1924.. Drury alerted key members of the League; John 
Merriam contacted Madison Grant, who had been pursuing a very promising line of discussion 
with John D. Rockefeller, Jr. regarding a large donation to the League. Grant wired (Nov. 25, 
1924)  William Crocker advising him to proceed with negotiations for “as large an area in both 
Bull Creek and Dyerville tracts as is obtainable.” In this endeavor the League could count on up 
to one million dollars, but under no circumstances was anyone to say anything about who had 
provided the money. League offered to provide acquisition funds to Humboldt County if the 
county would agree to acquire the Dyerville Flat-Bull Creek redwoods by condemnation, if 
necessary. After stormy dramatic public hearing, the Board of Supervisors agreed to proceed 
with acquisition of both Dyerville Flat and Bull Creek Flat. The County also obtained a court 
order that immediately prohibited further logging. 
 Years would go by before a settlement could be reached. League needed more funds, 
instead of a million maybe four or five million. Faced with this dilemma the League began to 
give serious consideration to the possibility of a public bond act that would enable the state to 
acquire redwood parks using state funds matched by League and other private donations. 
League’s state park committee: Duncan McDuffie, William E. Colby and J.C. Sperry were asked 
to recommend “a definite plan for a state park system and administration in California.” 
McDuffie advised that further state involvement in redwood forest preservation was most likely 
to come about as one element in a comprehensive, statewide park program. A whole system of 
parks should be created, along with a single state park commission that could coordinate state 
park matters on a statewide basis. Need for survey of park possibilities throughout state. Best 
person for the job was Frederick Law Olmstead, Jr.. Legislation would be required and a bond 
act for funding. League state park committee had already prepared draft legislation. 
 
Page 48-50: Group formed, California State Parks Committee, with Drury given primary 
responsibility for organizing public support for two park bills. SB 185 provided for the creation 
of a central state park commission; SB 608 set up a statewide survey of potential state park sites. 
Broad support, but Pacific Lumber was opposed and former governor Pardee. The Commission 
bill was amended to make the commission more or less subject to the Board of Control, but 
Governor Friend Richardson let the bills die by pocket veto, he simply refused to sign. February 
7, 1927, California State Parks Committee was revived as a campaign organization designed to 
support legislation that would create a State Park System. Three new bills SB 439 provided for 
the creation of a single state park commission; SB 440 provided for a comprehensive survey of 
potential park sites; SB 441 provided for submission to the voters of a $6 million bond issue that 
would provide funds for state park acquisition purposes, dollar for dollar match.  
 The state park bills of 1927 sailed through the legislative committee process. Governor 
signed on May 25, 1927. During summer of 1927, the State Parks Committee began making 
plans for the bond campaign of 1928 for the $6 million. First State Park Commission appointed 
by Gov. Young in Nov. 1927:  William E. Colby, Ray Lyman Wilbur, Henry W. O’Melveny, 
Frederick Russell Burnham and Senator Wilbur Chandler. At January 1928 meeting the State 
Park Commission appointed Colonel Charles B. Wing as Chief of the division of Parks. At same 
meeting Commission approved Olmstead’s proposal for carrying out the state park survey. Huge 
organized campaign for bond issue, which passed Nov 6, 1928, three to one.  
Page 57: Although the State Park System of 1928-29 was small and primitive, its prospects were 
bright….In January, 1929, representatives of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. notified the Save-the-
Redwoods League that the Rockefeller gift of $1 million for park acquisition of Bull Creek-
Dyerville Flat need not be kept anonymous and secret any longer. Voter approval of the State 
Park Bond Act had convinced Rockefeller that Californians were ready to shoulder their own 
local responsibilities with regard to redwood forest preservation and related state park matters. 
Rockefeller now informed the League that he was ready and willing to donate another $1 million 
for redwood preservation if the amount could be matched.  
 
Page 57-60: [Olmstead conducted survey of potential parks with public involvement and turned 
in report in December 1928. Early 1929, State Park Commission began to wrestle with the 
complexities of acquisition. Drury took on that responsibility.] In February and March 1929, the 
Save the Redwoods League turned over six parcels of redwood forestland to the State Park 
System These magnificent redwood groves—600 acres in all, worth about $77,000—had been 
acquired by the league through the generosity of many individuals, notably Mrs. Harris 
Whittemore and family, and Mrs. Perry Stout, wife of the president of the Del Norte Lumber Co.  
 Later in 1929, legislative appropriations made it possible to enlarge the state’s holdings at 
Richardson Grove…. 
 The first sale and use of state park bond funds occurred in October 1929 when Drury was 
finally able to complete some rather complex negotiations, involving 390 acres at Patrick’s Point 
in Humboldt County. Matching funds for this acquisition were provided by the Save the 
Redwoods League special assistance in the negotiations was provided by Arthur E. Connick, 
who had been appointed to the State Park Commission in March 1929. Connick had long been 
associated with the league and his appointment to the commission by Governor Young was a 
very sound move. Well known in California banking circles, Connick was intimately familiar 
with the economics of the north coast redwood region and held the respect and trust of both 
lumber interests and park advocates. In 1930, new acreage was added to Del Norte Coast 
Redwoods…. 
Page 61: The first great acquisition accomplishment of 1931—the Bull Creek and Dyerville 
Flats—had been years in the making. Negotiations between park advocates and the Pacific 
Lumber Company concerning the great old redwood forest in those areas had been stalled since 
1925, and Pacific Lumber’s asking price had ranged upward to $10 million and more. Now 
Drury, Connick, Colby, McDuffie and other leaders of the Save the Redwoods League were at 
last able to negotiate a settlement with Pacific Lumber and adjacent owners. The agreement 
included thirteen parcels of land, 13,629 acres, for a total of $3.2 million. The state put up $1.8 
million in bond funds, and the league match that amount with a combination of land and money. 
This meant that through the generosity of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. and others, the league had 
accomplished one of the primary objectives. And the people of the state and nation had acquired 
one of the scenic wonders of the world.  
 Several existing parks including Prairie Creek and Mill Creek Redwoods State Parks 
(now Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park)….were significantly enlarge during 1931.  
 Total acquisition expenditures for the year approached $6 million, of which $2.9 million 
came out of bond funds.  
 
Save the Redwoods League Web Page 
 Photo of two cars in redwood grove. “Coast redwoods dwarf cars along the Redwood 
Highway before 1918. The redwoods’ stunning beauty along this road spurred the establishment 
of Save the Redwoods League in 1918”  
 In 1917 the head of the National Park Service, Stephen Mather, persuaded our 
founders—prominent conservationist John C. Merriam, Madison Grant and Henry Fairfield 
Osborn—to investigate the state of the redwood forests in Northern California. They heard the 
new Redwood Highway had opened up the area to more logging and tourism, threatening the 
ancient trees. Along the Mendocino County coast, they passed long-standing logging operations. 
Farther north along the Eel river, they saw practically undisturbed forests. As they continued 
north, they reached the Bull Creek-Dyerville Flat area of Humboldt County, an area dense with 
gigantic redwoods, reaching more than 300 feet high.  
League Time Line 
1917 launched movement 
1918 League founded 
1919 Members of California Federation of Woman’s Clubs established women’s Save the 
Redwoods League in Humboldt County. Newton B. Drury first executive secretary of Save 
Redwoods League 
1920 SRL incorporated in California as nonprofit corporation. 
1921. First memorial grove established, Boling Grove on S.F. Eel 
1922. Richardson Grove was established when Save the Redwoods League encouraged the State 
of California to purchase land in southern Humboldt County from Henry Devoy. 
 
California Highways and Public Works. Report from District 1 by Sam Helwer, District 
Engineer, July/August 1958 37 (7-8):35-45. 
 In the first biennial report of the California Highway Commission for years 1917-18, 
which accompanied the sixth biennial report of the Department of Engineering, we find the 
opening introductory paragraph: “In 1910 the people of the State of California adopted the ‘State 
Highways Act’ providing for the issuance of bonds to the amount of $18,000,000 for the 
construction and acquisition of a system of state highways.” 
 As a result of that forward step by the people of the State of California, the record shows 
that Contract No. 1 was located in Mendocino County in District 1. This contract provided for 
grading a 12.6 mile section of highway between the Sonoma-Mendocino county line and 
Hopland. 
 The contract, dated July 23, 1912,…was completed at a cost of $93,280, plus $2,675 for 
engineering, or a total of $95,955. Other contracts followed in District 1….In District 1, the main 
line is US 101, more commonly referred to and known worldwide as the Redwood Highway…. 
 It is doubtful if the early road builders in District 1, as they embarked on the ambitious 
program in 1912, realized that they were constructing a highway which would become 
internationally known as the “Redwood Highway.” The cathedral-like groves of ancient trees 
have continued to attract tourists in every-increasing numbers from the four corners of the world. 
This has generated travel through and into the area to the extent that the tourist and vacationists 
expenditures have become an important segment of the area’s economy.  
 The early construction of the Redwood Highway for many miles was entirely remote 
from the wagon or stage roads that served the areas. Such places as Sherwood, Bell Springs, 
Harris, Alderpoint were way stations on the original stage roads from the south and into Eureka. 
The groves of virgin redwoods as traversed by the present Redwood Highway were in a virgin 
state, sparsely settled.  
 
California Highways and Public Works. July/August 1964.  “The Redwood Highway, Part 
II—Building the Road” by John Robinson. 
 ….By 1914 of the 381.2 miles between Sausalito and Crescent City, 111.6 miles had 
been surveyed or survey was underway. The surveys themselves represented tremendous effort. 
There were no roads for the surveyors to bring in their equipment and it had to be brought in to 
their tent camps by pack horse. Sometimes the slopes along the route were so steep that the 
surveyors could not even use animals to carry their equipment but had to pack it on their own 
backs. Often they had to feel their way around the side of perpendicular cliffs, where later a 
ledge would be carved out to carry the new road. 
 Although early road surveys had shown the road should go through the main fork of the 
Eel, this was no longer possible because the railroad had already gone down this canyon. Were a 
road to be located down this canyon when the railroad had already taken all the best sites, it 
would be prohibitively expensive. The only other feasible route was the South Fork, which was 
somewhat less difficult, though longer. 
 The railroad actually beat the highway into Eureka by several years. [talked about filling 
in the gap that cost $25 for every inch of the 105 miles and arrival of train into Eureka Oct. 
1914] 
 Although on November 7, 1916, California voters okayed nearly four to one a new bond 
issue of $15,000,000 for state highways, work on the Redwood Highway fell off because of 
demands in other parts of the state. In the years 1915-1916 Humboldt County only got 6.93 miles 
graded, Del Norte got none, Mendocino got none. The Eel River…south of Scotia…was 
completed in June 1916….But progress, although slowed, continued. By 1918 paving was 
completed from Sausalito to Healdsburg. [photo copies too poor] 
 
HAER No. CA-269, Redwood Highway, draft, by Sara Amy Leach…..2001, provided Susie 
by Ann King Smith for Pozzi project. 
 As the new highway opened up the northern counties of California, it provided access to 
virgin forests never before available to so many, so easily. The lumber companies and mills 
could transport enormous logs and wood products downstate, and tourists could find pleasure in 
touring or camping in the breathtaking redwoods. The history of this highway is the product of 
four influential institutions, each with a defined interest in the forest that flanks the road: The 
California Highway Commission and its road-building equivalents, the conservation-minded 
Save the Redwoods League that gave rise to the state park system, and the Redwood Empire 
Association, devoted to regional economic growth…. 
 The original Sequoia sempervirens range extended approximately 450 miles from 
Monterey, California to just north of the Oregon state line, a belt approximately 40 miles wide. 
The width of its distribution from the coast is determined by the eastern limit of the fog bank that 
rolls in from the Pacific Ocean during the summer season…. 
 In 1895, the California Legislature created the State Bureau of Highways, which was 
authorized to survey the state and prepare a report recommending a system of roads. A year later 
its report included what would become known as the Redwood Highway:  
 “A highway commencing at Crescent City in Del Norte County and extending thence 
 south and southeasterly on the best grades and alignments through the counties of Del 
Norte,  Humboldt, Mendocino, Sonoma, and Marin to Sausalito.” [Kenneth C. Adams, “Start of 
Highway System,” California Highways and Public Works—Centennial Edition (9 Sept. 1950), 
71, 74.] 
 The Bureau of Highways was replaced in 1897 by the Department of Highways, which 
was charged with studying good road-construction practices….The means to build a network of 
standardized highways came with the first of a series of state bond issues specified in the State 
Highway Act of 1909, authorizing $18 million at 4 percent over a term of 45 years—and the 
State Highway Fund was born….Six years later, the State Highway Act of 1915 called the 
previous act inadequate and approved a second bond issue of $15 million…and the Second State 
Highway Fund was established….A third bond issue of 1919 was valued at $40 million…. 
 The promotion of redwood as natural novelty began to attract visitors who needed a place 
to camp or otherwise lodge, food, gasoline and replacement parts for the car. As it became 
apparent that more and more services were needed to adequately host tourists, individual 
entrepreneurs, businessmen and local officials attempted to join forces and guide the 
development of the region. During the second decade of the century this loose coalition, known 
as the Redwood Highway Association and representing eight California counties in the redwood 
region, would be resurrected as an efficient, organized and focused advocacy group. Its primary 
objective was more and better highways—with special attention paid to U.S. 101—and 
advancing tourism north of San Francisco to take it northward. 
 Construction of the Redwood Highway from San Francisco to Crescent City was 
financed completely under the first bond issue….Estimates of the route’s length vary from year 
to year, probably due to the accuracy of early surveys as well as incremental alignment changes. 
The San Francisco to Crescent City segment today is 355 miles, but in 1914, it was 381 miles…. 
 What no one had anticipated, perhaps, were the issues of early roadside aesthetics and the 
competing nature of traffic that the road would invite. “The route of this highway made the 
timber accessible and the immediate result was the establishment of small lumber camps that are 
destroying the trees along its edge,” observed Madison Grant in 1919. “Not only are the trees 
along the road cut down, but the highway itself in many cases has been injured. It is hard to find 
more disastrous bungling even in road construction.” [Grant, “Saving the Redwoods,” 99]  
 The Redwood Highway, although composed of predominately new alignment, segments 
of existing county road incorporated where feasible, had been developed along existing terrain, 
following the path of least resistance around impediments and over hills….Survey teams sent out 
to determine an initial alignment for the new state highway met with challenging topography, 
climate, and frontier conditions, especially north of Sonoma County where there were few 
existing county roads and barely accessible canyons had steep, unpredictable walls. Packhorses 
carried the equipment when the terrain allowed, and when it didn’t, the men carried it on their 
own backs. They resided in temporary tent camps erected as they traveled, and all essentials for 
food, protection, and medical emergencies had to be on site. By 1914, 111.6 miles had been 
surveyed between Sausalito and Crescent City, or the survey there was underway. The original 
route north of Willits was supposed to follow the canyon of the Eel River, but the railroad had 
already taken this course and occupied the best bank; what remained was a route along the South 
Fork of the Eel, a longer but less-challenging choice. [Redwood Highway, Part II] Locations 
with greater population and traffic, especially closer to San Francisco, was a higher priority for 
highway officials. So while the state highway in Sonoma and Mendocino counties was 
constructed around 1914, Del Norte and parts of Humboldt counties did not see a road until the 
1920s.  
 Some of the first contracts to build the Redwood Highway were let in July 1912 for 
roadway in Mendocino County. Road building, especially some of the earliest work, concurrent 
with World War I, was accomplished using convict labor….The Highway Commission let its 
second contract for clearing and grading approximately 13 miles from the south edge of the 
Sonoma-Mendocino county line north to Hopland in the Russian River section, a project slated 
to last just over a year and cost about $96,000. [Report of a Study on the California Highway 
System (1920)] Trouble began when the General Contracting Corporation abandoned the project 
“in a most chaotic and deplorable condition” in February 1913, and the state took over and 
completed it in May. [poor construction, section between Hopland to Cloverdale, went to pieces 
fast] 
 The following year [1914] the section from Hopland to Ukiah was begun, grading and 
constructing a 11.4 mile road. It was 18-24 feet wide with a 15 inch concrete base which 
required more than 3 years and cost about $102,400. The highway department reported work 
accomplished during 1915-16: in Sonoma County, 8.12 miles graded, 7 miles of asphaltic 
surface; in Humboldt County, nearly 7 miles graded; none in Del Norte, Mendocino, or Marin 
counties. On span, the South Scotia Bridge over the Eel River was completed June 1916. 
 Known today as “Avenue of the Giants,” a 33-mile segment of the original Highway 101 
between Garberville and a point north of Pepperwood was quickly recognized as traversing some 
extraordinary redwood forest; ultimately it became the site of some of the earliest memorial 
groves and finest redwood parks…. 
 By 1918 paving was completed between Sausalito and Healdsburg, as well as about 10 
miles each in the vicinity of Ukiah and between eureka and Arcata [sic, 1925?]. The road 
between Sausalito and Eureka was “passable” by 1920, but five years later many portions 
remained unpaved [Redwood Highway, Part II, 15] 
 Conservation: Save the Redwoods League and the State Park System. 
 In August 1917, Henry Fairfield Osborne, president of the American Museum of Natural 
History; paleontology professor John C. Merriam, University of California—Berkeley (and later 
president of the Carnegie Institution, Washington, D.C.); and Madison Grant of New York City, 
attorney and amateur scientist, took their fateful journey through the northern counties of 
California to inspect the mighty…. 
 Preserving the Highway Corridor: 
 From the outset, consideration of the immediate roadside-preservation of a buffer 
between motorists driving along the new Redwood Highway and logging operations was a 
primary STRL objective. In 1918, Grant had approached the California Highway Commission to 
request that they secure strips of land along the road as it was built, but the timing in conjunction 
with World War I proved an impediment….Traveling throughout the region, RRI officials and 
members were shocked to see tree cutting occurring on right-of-way that the highway 
department had supposedly acquired for the purpose of butter. In fact, the trees had been given to 
the former property owners to harvest, thereby defeating the purpose of the change….The SRL 
focused its “attention primarily on the immediate crises”, wherever lumber was being harvested 
at that time…. Land acquisition facilitated by the SRL was another means of holding off the 
loggers and, in hindsight, became the foundation for the state park system. The first acreage SRI 
acquired was in late 1919, using personal $5,000 gifts from Kent and Mather. This seed money, 
along with funds provided by county boards of supervisors, succeeded in buying outright or 
optioning the rights on all 564 acres, lands actively being cut and under the ownership of two 
lumber companies. Another 190 acres were donated “sufficient to save the entire (Bull Creek 
Flat) from immediate danger and allow time for the acquisition as a park site.”  
 ….To witness for themselves the condition of the forest and route through it, in august 
1919, shortly after the SRL was established, Mather and Madison Grant left San Francisco to 
tour the trees in search of worthy parkland. North of Willits, they saw “The usual wasteful and 
destruction methods common to road contractors,” due to the absence of what they called a 
“landscape engineer, that is, an engineer with some elemental sympathy with nature.” They 
observed the need for a 300-yard right of way along the highway in Mendocino County, and past 
Garberville they recognized that forest preservation sometimes required a broader physical 
reservation. This premise would be invoked later at Bull Creek Flat when the objective of good 
environmental science superseded simple scenery: “At this point it becomes evident that any 
park in connection with the highway must take in the entire erosion valley of the south fork of 
the Eel from crest to crest. The skyline with its superb trees is nearly as important as the flat 
bottom and much more important than the intermediate area.” (Madison Grant, Saving the 
Redwoods, page 99). 
 The First Proposed National Redwood Park—In March 1912, a copy of the U.S. House 
of Representatives’ joint resolution to investigate the advisability and necessity of obtaining 
redwood timber lands for the purpose of establishing the Redwood National Park in Humboldt 
county was sent to the Department of the Interior….Beginning here, the decades-long process of 
conceptualizing a federal reservation would sporadically result in competing agency interests in 
the project….[focus was in southern Humboldt; Bull Creek Flat was especially notable; small 
acreages] 
 The California legislature passed a trio of acts in 1927 that gave rise to the state park 
system….Created State Parks Commission…Many of the parks highlighting redwoods and 
coastal beaches north of San Francisco are geographically attached to the Redwood Highway. 
[need voter approval for bond issue; SRL did pick campaign with supporting organizations 
including Sierra Club, Automobile Club of Southern California, American Legion, Redwood 
Empire Association, women’s and garden clubs, and California real estate and development 
associations] In Nov. 1928, the State Par Bond Act was overwhelmingly approved. The action 
provided for $6 million in state bonds to be used for the acquisition of parkland on the basis of 
50:50 match, with the non-state funds to come in the form of donations of cash or land….Also 
during these formative years, county governments were promoting rather than opposing state 
park acquisition and development as compared to later years when they rejected the reservation 
of large tracts of land for this purpose. 
 Tourism: Redwood Empire Association 
 At the same time the foundling SRL was buying up some of its first tracts of forestland 
with the objective of resource conservation, the Redwood Empire Association was…no page 
here. 
 [early Redwood Highway built in segments here and there, steep grades, tight curves, etc. 
resulted in continual efforts to upgrade the highway in the 1920s and 1930s. ] 
 
Save the Redwoods League, spring 1993; 75th anniversary issue; Timeline 
1879: Timber and Stone Act [actually 1878] 
1902: Big Basin Redwoods State Park 
1907: Muir Woods 
1911: Congressman Raker introduces legislation to study establishment of Redwood National 
Park 
1916: National Park Service established, Stephen T. Mather, Director 
1917: John C. Merriam, Henry Fairfield Osborn and Madison Grant travel to Humboldt County; 
dismayed at destruction of redwoods. 
1918: First donation to STRL for purchase; donors Stephen Mather, E.C. Bradley, Madison 
Grant, Henry F. Osborn and Wm. Kent. 
1919: Women’s STRL founded in Humboldt Count by members of California Federation of 
Women’s Clubs 
192: STRL hires Newton B. Drury; STRL incorporates with Franklin Lane, president (then 
Secretary of the Interior); Joseph D. Grant, chairman; executive committee: Robert Sproul, 
treasurer; Newton B. Drury, executive secretary. 
1921: First purchase, Col. Bolling Grove; Gov. Stephens signed bill appropriated $300,000 for 
acquisition of Redwoods adjacent to Redwood Highway; John C. Merriam, president STRL. 
1923: First grove donated for Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park 
1924: First acquisition for Del Norte Coast Redwoods State Park; Henry S. Graves Grove, 
honoring Forest Service Chief. 
1927: California State Park Commission establishing, funding for state Park survey by Frederick 
Law Olmstead, Jr., published Study in 1928. 
1928: Voter approve $6 million in state park bonds for acquisition of park lands. 
1929: First grove, Stout Grove, dedicated in Jed Smith State Park 
1931: Rockefeller Forest purchased from Pacific Lumber Co., now largest contiguous old-
growth Redwood forest in world. 
1934: First redwoods purchased for Garden Club of American Grove in Humboldt Redwoods 
State Park. 
1940: Newton B. Drury appointed Director of National Park Service; Aubrey Drury serves as 
Secretary of STRL, 1940-1959. 
1951. Newton B. Drury appointed Chief of California Division of Beaches and Parks. 
1959: New B. Drury returns to STRL as Secretary 
1961: STRL, Sierra Club and National Geographic Society renew Redwood National Park idea. 
1965: Gold Bluffs and Fern Canyon acquired for Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park. 
1968: Redwood National Park established 
1969: Lady Bird Johnson Grove dedication 
1971: John DeWitt becomes 3rd Executive Director of STRL 
1978: Redwood National Park expansion included 9000 acres old growth; $1 billion. 
1993: STRL celebrates 75th anniversary and dedication of Newton B. Drury Parkway through 
Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park.  
 
 
 Acquisition of Redwood Groves 
Deeds 147:370 (14 Oct. 1919) R.C. and Palestine M. Chapman of Sonoma Co. to James D. 
Fraser, Arthur E. Connick and Fletcher A. Cutler, Tract 1:  lot 4, SE qt SW qt, SW qt SE qt sec 
7, lots 1 and 2, sec 18, 2S3E; SE qt NE qt sec 13, all that part of NE qt NE qt sec 13 which lies 
east of the middle of South Fork; all that part of SW qt NE qt sec 13, which lies east of middle of 
South Fork 2S2E, excepting right of way for State Highway and reservations pertaining to tan 
oak timber and right to remove. 
 Tract 2: NE qt NW qt sec 18, 2S2E, excepting reservation of tan oak, ingress and egress 
 “In trust to hold, maintain and control the said lands for a Redwood Park until either the 
State or the United States, or the County of Humboldt or a corporation hereafter organized for 
the purpose by patriotic citizens of America shall be prepared to assume the control and 
management of said Redwood Park and upon such assumption of said control by any of said 
bodies, upon the further trust to grant and convey the said lands to the public body or corporation 
that in the discretion of said Trustees seems best fitted to control and maintain a public park 
devoted to the preservation of the redwood forests on said lands for the benefit of the people of 
the United States, forever.”  [deed corrected 140:262] 
 
Deeds 148:338 (29 Nov. 1919) J.D. and Mary Smith and Geo. and Annie Mains to County of 
Humboldt in trust for public park purpose, NE qt NW qt sec 29, 2S3E, 40 acres, exception right 
of way for California State Highway, land conveyed “on the condition that the same shall be 
used and held in trust for public park purposes with the right in said Humboldt County to convey 
and assign to State of California or to the United States the said premises in trust for said 
purpose. 
 
Deeds 152:67 (15 Dec. 1919) Frank and Mary Dunn and Paul M. and Maud Dimmick to County 
of Humboldt, E half NW qt, NE qt SW qt, NW qt SE qt sec 19, that portion of the S half SE qt 
sec 19 that lies northerly and easterly of the South Fork, 2S3E, subject to right of way for State 
Highway. County to hold “in trust for public park purposes with right to sell to State of 
California or the United States for public park purposes. 
 
Deeds 140:354 (26 Dec. 1919) Sage Land & Improvement Co. to State for Highway right of 
way…pursuant to State Highway Act 22 March 1909; eight pages of description lying and being 
on right of center line of South Fork. 
 
Deeds 153:139 (7 Feb. 1921) John C. Phillips of Mass. To Save the Redwoods League, all that 
part of SW qt NW qt and all that part of NW qt SW qt sec 21, 2S3E, lying east of middle of 
South Fork, Eel River, excepting right of way for State Highway and ingress and egress to log 
adjacent lands. 
 
Deeds 158:54 (15 Oct. 1921) Samuel and Margaret Tiffany, Cook County, Illinois to Save the 
Redwoods League, one interest in all those portions of E half NE qt, SW qt NE qt, SE qt NW qt, 
E half SW qt, W half SE qt sec 12, 3S3E, lying north and east of South Fork. 
 
Deeds 158:87 (19 Oct. 1921) R.C. Chapman and Palestine Chapman, Sonoma Co. to State of 
Calif.; quitclaim, lot 4, SE qt SW qt, SW qt SE qt sec 7; lots 1 and 2, NE qt NW qt sec 18, 2S3E, 
SW qt NE qt sec 13, 2S2E; all that portion of NE qt NE qt, SW qt NE qt sec 13, 2S2E lying east 
of South Fork. 
 
Deeds 158:85 (31 Oct. 1921) Fraser, Connick and Cutler and wives in their personal capacity to 
State of California. Whereas R.C. and Palestine M. Chapman in a deed dated Oct. 14, 1919, 
granted certain lands to James Fraser, et al, as trustees upon the tracts hereafter states [Deeds 
147:370] in order to correct an error in description made a second deed [140:370] and 
 Whereas in and by said deeds the lands and premises hereinafter described were 
conveyed to said trustees “in trust. etc.” and 
 Whereas the State of California has provided by legislative enactment for the acquisition 
by the State of lands along and near the South Fork where the lands herein described are situated 
and has provided for the control, care, and maintenance of such lands by the State for public 
benefit, and 
 Whereas, in the discretion of the trustees, the State of California now seems best fitted to 
control and maintain a public part devoted to the preservation of the redwood forests on said 
lands for the benefit of the people of the United States, forever….  
 Now, therefore, the parties of the first part in consideration of the premises and for the 
purpose of carrying out the trusts as aforesaid, do hereby grant to State of California, Tract 1: Lot 
4, SE qt SW qt, SW qt SE qt sec 7, lots 1 and 2 Sec 18, 2S3D. Also SE qt NE qt sec 13, 2S2E, all 
that part of NE qt NE qt sec 13, which lies east of middle of South Fork, all that part of SW qt 
NE qt sec 13 which lies east of middle of South Fork in 2S2E  
 Excepting rights of way for State Highway and reservation to Sage Land & Improvement 
Co. 
 Tract 2: NE qt NW qt sec 18, 2S3E, excepting tan oak reservation. And James D. Fraser, 
Arthur E. Connick and Fletcher Cutler and wives furthermore hereby grant and convey to State 
of California all and every right, title, interest and claim held by them. 
 
Deeds 158:33/34 (9 Nov. 1921) Cornelius and Elizabeth Quinlan of L.A. to Save the Redwoods 
League, undivided one half interest of those portions of E half NE qt, SW qt NE qt, SE qt NW qt, 
E half SW qt, W half SE qt, sec 12, 3S3E, lying north and east of South Fork, exceptions. 
 
Deeds 158:155 (14 Nov. 1921) The Sage Land & Development Co. to State of Calif., $60,000, 
all those certain parts of the SW qt NW qt, NW qt SW qt, SE qt SW qt lying east of South Fork; 
also NE qt SW qt, less 5.33 acres ; the SE qt SE qt, all being in sec 2, 2S2E. Also all that part of 
NE qt NE qt sec 11, 2S2E lying east of South Fork, excepting e acres of garden in center of 
section reserved by James Carothers 12 Jan. 1901 (79:328). Also all those certain parts of NE qt 
SW qt, SE qt SE qt, lying east of South Fork and N half SE qt, all in sec 12, 2S2E. Also all that 
part of NE qt NE qt sec 24, 2S2E lying east of South Fork. Also all that part of SW qt SW qt 
lying east of South Fork. Also SE qt SW qt SW qt SE qt, sec 27, 2S3E. Also SW qt NE qt, all 
that part of SE qt SW qt lying east of South Fork, sec 28, 2S3E, excepting right of way for State 
Highway, and right of ingress and egress.  Henry Sage, president. 
 
Deeds 159:442 (15 Nov. 1921) Humboldt County to State of Calif., NE qt NW qt sec 29, 2S3E, 
40 acres; E half NW qt, NE qt SW qt, NW qt SE qt sec 19; that portion of S half SE qt sec 13 
that lies northerly and easterly of South Fork, 2S3E, subject to right of way for highway. The 
above premises are conveyed to State on condition that the same shall be held in trust and used 
for public park purposes only. 
 
Deeds 158:143 (2 Dec. 1921) Save the Redwoods League to People of State of California, SE qt 
NW qt sec 21,2S3E, 40 acres, exceptions.  J.D. Grant, chair, Board of Trustees; Newton B. 
Drury, secretary. 
 
Deeds 158:142 (2 Dec. 1921) Save the Redwoods League to People of the State of California, all 
that part of SW qt NW qt, all that part of NW qt SW qt sec 21, 2S3E, lying east of middle of 
South Fork, exceptions. 
 
Deeds 161:140 (21 Dec. 1921) Save the Redwoods League to People of the State of California, 
all those portions of E half NE qt, SW qt NE qt, SE qt NW qt, E half SW qt, W half SE qt sec 12, 
3S3E, lying northerly and easterly of South Fork, exceptions. 
 
Deeds 163:159 (21 Feb. 1922) Hammond Lumber Co. to Save the Redwoods League, land in 
section 18, 2S3E with exceptions. 
 
Deeds 163:161 (21 March 1922) Save the Redwoods League to People of State of California, 
area of sections 18 and 19, 2S3E, reservations by Hammond Lumber Co. 
 
Deeds 150:145 (6 April 1922) Sarah J. Perrott, William H. Perrott and Laura Perrott Mahan to 
State of Calif., desiring to perpetuate the memory of the late William Perrott by establishing a 
memorial that may be of lasting benefit to the people of the State of California, do give all that 
portion of the SW qt SE qt sec 2, 2S2E, that lies northerly of center line of State Highway. To 
have and to hold unto the party of second part and its successors forever, as a public redwood 
park to be known as the “William Perrott Memorial.”  
 
Deeds 150:485 (15 June 1922) R.C. and P.M. Chapman of Santa Rosa to People of State of 
Calif., all that portion of SW qt NW qt sec 12, 2S2E, lying south and west of middle of South 
Fork. 
 
Deeds 160:142 (8 July 1922) R.C. and Palestine Chapman to State of Calif., $22,000, beginning 
at point on west boundary of sec 12, 2S2E, distant south….reservations. 
 
Deeds 169:270 (10 March 1924) Joseph and Catherine Stockel to Save the Redwoods League, W 
half NE qt, S half SE qt sec 20, 2S3E, 160 acres with exceptions. 
 
Deeds 186:330 (3 March 1928) William and Janna Combs to Save the Redwoods League. 
 
Deeds 188:418 (7 Dec. 1928) T.W. and Rachel Hine and Herbert and Ida Hamilton to Save the 
Redwoods League, land in section 10, 4S3E. 
 
Deeds 195:156 (12 Oct. 1929) Gift Deed Martha C. McClellan, widow,  Jeanette and Hugh 
Graham, and Gertrude and James Fraser to Save the Redwoods League, E half NE qt, NW qt NE 
qt, NE qt NW qt sec 27, 2S2E, 160 acres. 
 Deeds 208:438 (10 Oct. 1932) Sarah Perrott, Wm. H. and Bernetta Perrott, and James P and 
Laura Mahan to Save the Redwoods League, W half sec 32, 1S2E, 320 acres. 
 
WWW.Parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24878 California Dept. of Parks and Recreation 
 Between 1933 and 1942, the Civilian Conservation Corps constructed over 1500 
buildings and structures in California State Parks. The CCC built hundreds of Diablo stoves, 
picnic tables, and campsites, as well as more elaborate features such as open air theatres, 
recreation halls, visitor centers and bridges. While many of these features have been lost over 
time, existing CCC buildings and structures can be found in the parks listed below. This index 
has been prepared to provide park visitors, historians and other interested parties a 
comprehensive list of existing elements of the CCC legacy in California State Parks. However, 
the following list is not all inclusive, some minor features and infrastructure elements are not 
included. 
 
 Humboldt Redwoods State Park: Museum, recreation hall, outdoor fireplace, two 
drinking fountains, a barn, three residences with one garage, Diablo stoves, picnic tables, 
campfire center. 
 Patrick’s Point State Park: Residence number 1 and Museum. 
 Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park: Administration building, comfort station number 1, 
12 Diablo  stoves, 28 picnic tables, campfire center. 
 Richardson Grove State Park: Lodge/concession building and possibly a number of small 
rustic cabins. 
 
Newspaper References 
BLA (Blue Lake Advocate) 
HB (Humboldt Beacon) 
HS (Humboldt Standard) 
HT (Humboldt Times) 
RR (Redwood Record) 
T-S (Times-Standard) 
 
AU (23 Nov. 1901) The railroad is now finished from Ukiah to Willits. [more] 
 
HT (5 March 1908) Washington, Feb. 28—One of the most unique petitions ever sent to Uncle 
Sam is one which has just been received here by the Forest Service from nearly 1400 California 
school children, who ask for the establishment of a Redwood National Park. This petition which 
is from the children of the schools of Eureka, Humboldt county is unlike any other which has 
ever been sent to a government department to ask for the preservation of forests. 
 “We, the children of Eureka schools, have been studying about our redwood forests and 
along with the rest of the people of our country, we feel that representative groves of these trees 
should be preserved for ourselves and coming generations of children and we respectfully 
petition the U.S. government to take some action toward establishing a national forest of 
redwoods.” [more] 
 
BLA (23 Jan. 1909)….Messrs. E.A. Gullbault and W.M. Grier are members of the Western 
States Construction Company, railroad contractors with headquarters in San Francisco. They 
inform the Advocate that the coming spring and summer considerable railroad building will be 
done in this state especially in this northern part. The contract for the construction of the line 
between Sherwood in Mendocino County and Camp Five above Scotia, has been let to the Utah 
Construction Co….It is the aim of the Utah Construction Co. to begin operations as soon as 
possible and according to Messrs. Gullbault and Grier, Humboldt County will have railroad 
connection with the outside world within two years. 
 
BLA (6 March 1909) Washington. Special to Advocate—By signing the bill for the creation of 
the Calaveras National Forest [sic] California, President Roosevelt has completed the legislative 
act which saves for all time the most famous grove of trees in the world. The people of 
California, particularly the 500 women of the California Club, have been working to interest the 
Government of this wonderful grove of Big Trees for more than nine years, but not until now has 
it been possible to arrange a plan satisfactory alike to the owner of the land and to Congress…. 
 The land to be acquired includes about 660 acres in what is known as the North Calaveras 
Grove in Calaveras county and 3,040 acres in the South Grove in Tuolumne County. The North 
Grove contains 93 big trees and in the South Grove, there are 1,380 of these giant Sequoias. Any 
tree under 18 feet in circumference or 6 feet through is not considered in the count of large trees. 
[more]  
 
BLA (14 July 1909) The Railroad Is Assured [Humboldt Railroad Promotion Committee 
regarding Northwestern Pacific Railroad] 
 
BLA (14 Aug. 1909) Cream of County News—At the end of this month, the locating parties of 
the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Co., which have been in the field since the latter part of May, 
one working north under Assistant Engineer J.E. Williams, and one working south under 
Division Superintendent Marenner, will have completed their tasks and practically all data 
concerning the route over the gap will be in the hands of engineers at the San Francisco offices 
of the railroad company. This data, to be secured during the coming month, when placed in the 
San Francisco offices, will enable the Chief Engineer Mr. Edes, to make a more complete 
estimate as to the probable cost to construct the road from Willits, 108 miles north to Shively. 
With this gap covered by shining rails, Eureka and San Francisco will be in touch by railroad. 
The fact that the field work is so near to an end shows how well in hand the officials of the 
Northwestern Pacific railroad have the Eureka-San Francisco railroad situation. 
 
BLA (4 Sept. 1909) Cummings, Aug. 30—Lee Gillogly and railroad contractors are in this 
county. They were in Willits Saturday. The railroad company is paying landowners here cash for 
rights of way. Mr. Gillogly, right of way man for the Northwestern Pacific, accompanied by 
railroad contractors, is purchasing the rights of way over which the railroad closing the gap is to 
be built [more] 
 
BLA (11 Sept. 1909) Ukiah, Sept. 7—Supervisor Williams, District Attorney Gregor and County 
Surveyor Connors, all of Humboldt County, met with the Mendocino County supervisors this 
morning in regard to the building of the proposed South Fork road through Humboldt and 
Mendocino counties. The proposition was taken under advisement…. 
 BLA (11 Sept. 1909) Don’t Give Up, Says Knight; The Railroad Is Certain to Come [letter from 
Geo Knight to Times] 
 
BLA (18 Sept. 1909) Isolation to End [big headline] Humboldt to be Connected by Rail with the 
Outside World within a Year—Capt. Payson Explains. San Francisco. The construction of 30 
miles of the 100 mile gap between Willits and Sherwood, on the line or the Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad, was authorized today in a telegram from President E.O. Ripley of the Santa Fe to A.H. 
Payson, president of Northwestern Pacific. An appropriation of $2,000,000 has been made for 
this work, which will be completed during the summer of 1910 [more] 
 [response from Humboldt Railroad Promotion Committee, H.L. Ricks, J.F. Coonan, W.E. 
Cook, F.W. Georgeson, L.F. Puter, B.F. Stern, E.H. Brooks] 
 
BLA (25 Sept. 1909) ….it is now stated that Division Engineer Marenner has been instructed to 
start at Shively and build the railroad south and he has already commenced preliminary work. 
This means that work is now in progress at both ends of the gap, within a week after the receipt 
of the intelligence that the building of the road had been authorized. [more] 
 
BLA (20 Nov. 1909) Construction Will Soon Begin on the Railroad Extension from Willits—
The big timbers for the bridge and tunnel work are now arriving here at the rate of several 
carloads a day and a large force of men and teams haul them down to the Outlet as fast as they 
arrive, says the Willits News. [more] 
 
BLA (11 Dec. 1909) Rail Work Is the Order, Willett & Burr contractors. 
 
BLA (8 Jan. 1910) The Willits News announces that Messrs. Willett  Burr have sublet a number 
of contracts for the railroad construction work down Outlet Creek. At present there are three 
camps and about 300 men but this month the number will be increased to 500 and as soon as the 
weather is more favorable to 1000.  
 
HT (30 Jan. 1910) Big Meeting Today—This afternoon at 1 o’clock in Pioneer Hall will be 
launched the campaign for a state redwood park on upper Eel River, to the support of which 
project the leading commercial organizations and the prominent men of Humboldt county have 
pledged their aid. 
 At the meeting today, there will be representatives present from each Parlor of the Native 
Sons and Daughters in Humboldt county, from the Federated Commercial Bodies, and from the 
Humboldt Promotion Committee. 
 The chief purpose of the meeting will be to consider the matter of finances, for it will 
take money and a considerable amount of it to purchase enough timberland for a park. 
 While no definite program has been formulated nor will one be formulated until after the 
meeting today, it is safe to predict that the state legislature and the national congress will be 
asked for appropriations….[more] 
 
HT (1 Feb. 1910) Park Project Considered—About 30 representative citizens of Humboldt 
county, comprising delegates from the various parlors of Native Sons and Daughters and from 
the Humboldt Promotion Committee, and the Federated Commercial Bodies met Sunday 
afternoon to discuss ways and means of securing a redwood park. 
 Permanent organization of a committee to direct the work was accomplished with the 
election of George B. Albee as chairman and J.B. Tilley of Arcata, as secretary. 
 Mr. Albee was empowered to appoint three committees, one of five members to act as an 
executive committee and to direct the campaign for the park; another of five members to 
examine possible sites and report at the first opportunity; and the third committee, to direct a 
publicity campaign…. 
 Although the Native Sons and Daughters started the movement for a state redwood park, 
and while these orders will have general direction of the campaign, the Promotion Committee, 
the Federated Commercial Bodies, the Real Estate Board, and the Trades Council will aid in the 
work and will doubtless be represented on the various committees to be appointed. 
 Two sites for the proposed park have already been suggested. In a letter to F.W. 
Georgeson, President Payson of the Northwestern Pacific railroad calls attention to the redwood 
forest between the foot of Fruitland hill and Dyerville as a possible site, and C.W. Seffens, 
manager of the Dodge interests at Newburg, has recommended that a tract of 1600 acres back of 
Fortuna, owned by the Carson and Vance interests, be considered. 
 A resolution was adopted calling on the Humboldt Promotion Committee for an 
appropriation of $250 to be used as a fund to defray preliminary expenses, and the convention 
was organized into a permanent Park Promotion Committee….[more] 
 
HT (11 Feb. 1910) Park Meeting Sunday—Next Sunday…the second county mass meeting in 
the interests of the state redwood park on Eel River will be held….AT this meeting, the various 
committees recently appointed by Mr. Albee will organize… 
 Sites: F.W. Georgeson, Eureka; C.W. Steffen, Fortuna; Dr. F.R. Horel, Arcata; B.F. 
Stern, Eureka; George Burchard, Eureka. 
 State appropriations: Wilder Taylor, Humboldt Park, NSGW, Eureka; Miss Grace Peters, 
Occidental Parlor, NDGW, Eureka; Dave Wood, Arcata Parlor, NSGW; Harry P. Monroe, 
Fortuna Parlor, NSGW; Mrs. Henry Hansen, Fortuna Parlor, NDGW; Leslie Gould, Golden Star 
Parlor, NSGW, Alton; Mrs. George W. Cooper, Golden Rod Parlor, NDGW, Alton; E.C. Mills, 
Ferndale Parlor, NSGW and Mrs. Anna Monroe, Ferndale Parlor, NDGW. 
 Advisory Board to above: H.L. Ricks, Humboldt Promotion Committee; B.F. Stern, 
Humboldt Chamber of Commerce; Perry Burlingame, Trades Council; G.W. Baker, Eureka Real 
Estate Board; Dr. F.R. Horel, Arcata Chamber of Commerce; Charles Schruner, Ferndale 
Chamber of Commerce; Harry Hansen, Fortuna Board of Trade; Mrs. J.H. Holmes, Ladies Civic 
Club of Eureka. 
 Executive Committee: J.H. Quill, Eureka; Dave Wood, Arcata; G.W> Baker, Eureka; 
Mrs. Hattie Roberts, Ferndale; Perry Burlingame, Eureka. 
 
HT (15 Feb. 1910) Park Committee Meets—Professor George B. Albee [principal Eureka high 
school], presiding, the second meeting of the Humboldt Redwood Park Promotion Committee 
was hale last Sunday. [no sites visited due to weather] 
 It was decided to purchase a supply of post cards, showing the devastation being worked 
by the woodsman, and to send them broadcast for the purpose of arousing public interest in the 
park project. 
 
HT (29 March 1910) Will Battle For Park—The Native Sons elected delegates and alternates 
who will attend the session of the grand lodge next June at Lake Tahoe…. 
 It is at this coming session of the grand lodge that the local parlor will make its first big 
fight for a state redwood park in Humboldt county…. 
 Chairman George Albee of the county committee on the redwood park project states that 
that body has gone as far with the work as is possible until after the committee on sites makes its 
report, which will not be until the weather has settled sufficiently to permit of a visit being made 
to the various tracts of timber under consideration. 
 The two sites most seriously considered at present are the tract of timber laying near 
Fortuna and another on the overland road near Fruitland…. 
 
New additions 
 
BLA (24 July 1909) The Railroad Is Assured—Some, if not all of the Humboldt Railroad 
Promotion Committee, will on next Tuesday or Wednesday start for San Francisco to interview 
the railroad managers in San Francisco and present the valuable data accumulated by the 
committee as the result of several months of careful labor…. 
 The report will show the amount of freight which the new road can expect to handle, also 
the probable passenger traffic…. 
 Of first importance is the question of passenger traffic. General Manager Porter of the 
Northern Division of the Northwestern Pacific told a Standard man that “probably 100,000 
visitors would come to the County.” Mr. Porter’s statement is not all conjecture, being based 
partly from statistics as to the Sunday outpouring from San Francisco, when 20,000 people pile 
into the southbound trains and 75,000 people fill up the available coaches going north. This 
occurs Sunday after Sunday. Besides this, there is the enormous number of tourists and summer 
vacation seekers drawn from a population of 1,000,000 people living around the bay to be 
reckoned upon. The logical inference is that Humboldt will get at the very least calculations, 
100,000 visitors the first year. There are certainly 250,000 people in San Francisco who would 
want to come here, if a special rate were made and at least 100,000 more who would not hesitate 
about paying the regular fare for the privilege of visiting the widely-advertised region known 
world over as “the home of the redwoods.” [more] 
 
HT (3 April 1910) To View the Park Site—Providing the weather continues good, the members 
of the site committee of the county redwood park committee will go to Fruitland sometime this 
month or early in May to look over the tract of timber at that point which has been suggested as 
the site for the projected redwood park, for which the Native Sons and Daughters of this county 
are leading the fight. 
 A report on sites will be prepared in ample time that it may be submitted to the delegates 
to the Native Sons grand lodge which convenes at Lake Tahoe in June. The support of the Native 
Sons and Daughters of the entire state will be asked for the redwood park. When next the state 
legislature meets, the solons will be asked to make an appropriation for the purchase of a 
redwood park site on Eel river, the site to have been selected by that time. It is believed that 
many thousand dollars can be raised by popular subscription and that the legislature will be 
asked to supply half of the needed amount. 
 It has been suggested that with support assured, a long term option could be taken on a 
suitable tract of timber, after which interest could be the more easily aroused in the 
plan….[more] 
 
HT (13 April 1910) Superintendent Seffens of the Newburg mill states that he now has 1600 
eucalyptus trees planted and growing on the deforested redwood land owned by his company…. 
 
HT (19 April 1910) Native Sons To Talk of Park—Judge Griffin of Merced, grand trustee of the 
Native Sons, will meet with the members of the local parlor of that order next Monday night, at 
which time the distinguished visitor will be interested in the state redwood park subject, which 
will be brought up at the grand lodge which meets at Lake Tahoe in June. The site committee of 
the county park committee has practically settled on the Fruitland tract belonging to the Pacific 
Lumber company…. [more] 
 
HT (22 April 1910) Favors Park Project—“If the proper campaign is made, I think the Native 
Sons and Daughters of this county will have no trouble in securing the proposed state redwood 
park on Eel river,” said Grand Trustee J.J. Griffin of the Native Sons yesterday…. 
 Mr. Griffin is very much impressed with the state redwood park idea and he promises to 
exercise all his influence to further the campaign for a state appropriation…. 
 The advice of Mr. Griffin to the Native Sons is to have a large number of pictures taken 
of the redwood trees which will be included in the redwood park and to have copies of these 
widely distributed, that the attention of people all over the state may be attracted to the 
campaign…. 
 
HT (28 April 1910) Wilson’s Pictures Are Popular—C.T. Wilson, the well-known local artist 
whose pictures of the redwoods have already given him a high standing in the art circles 
throughout the United States, yesterday sold two more large canvasses to H.B. Hickey, the 
timberman. 
 One of these canvasses will be hung, for the present at least, in the Auditorium, 
Chicago’s famous hotel. Mr. Wilson has one picture at the Auditorium now, and it has been 
tremendously admired by art-lovers from all parts of the world. 
 
HT (5 May 1910) Will Visit Park Sites—Next Tuesday, if arrangements can be made, the site 
committee of the county redwood park committee headed by chairman F.W. Georgeson, will 
visit the various sites on Eel river, which are being considered for the proposed state redwood 
park and will prepare its report that chairman George Albee may call a meeting to consider…. 
 
HT (19 May 1910) Will Select Park Site….There are two tracts of timber under consideration as 
sites: one belonging to the Pacific Lumber Company being situated near Dyerville, while the 
other lies near Fortuna and is owned by William Carson and the Vance estate. Both of these 
tracts have been visited by the site committee. It is believed that the Dyerville site will be given 
the preference on account of its location, being on the line of the Northwestern Pacific extension, 
not far from Eel river…. 
 The endorsement of the grand parlor secured, the next move will be to ask the state 
legislature to appropriate money for the purchase of a park site. State Senator C.P. Cutten has 
promised to do everything in his power to obtain an appropriation for the acquirement of a park 
site on Eel river. 
 
HT (20 May 1910) Carson Will Assist—Mr. William Carson, the pioneer lumberman of 
California, is not only willing that the county redwood park committee should select the tract of 
timber near Fortuna, largely owned by him, as a site for the proposed state redwood park, but he 
is said to be willing and eager to do everything in his power to aid in the establishment of such a 
treasure for the enjoyment of posterity. 
 While, according to report, Mr. Carson has for years declined to dispose of any of his 
timber holdings, it is evident that he has not acted from purely business reasons, for yesterday 
morning he gave his hearty endorsement to the state redwood park movement, inaugurated by 
the Native Sons and Daughters and promised to give as much assistance as might be possible. 
 Mr. Carson, the Vance estate, and other interests own a splendid tract of Redwood timber 
near Fortuna, one of the finest bodies of timber in the world, in fact, and those interested declare 
that as a site for a park it could not be excelled. 
 Another body of redwood timber, located near Dyerville and owned by the Pacific 
Lumber Company, has been considered as a state park site, and with knowledge of the report to 
the effect that Mr. Carson did not care to sell his timber, the committee had about decided to 
settle their efforts on the acquirement of the Dyerville timber, the Pacific Lumber Company 
officials having offered to sell. 
 However, the people of Fortuna want the proposed park located on the Carson property 
and the Fortuna board of trade recently appointed D.S. Newell, the pioneer logger of that town, 
and Mr. Richard Sweasey of this city as a committee to interview Mr. Carson and obtain his 
views on the matter. 
 Accordingly, Messrs. Newell and Sweasey visited Mr. Carson yesterday morning and had 
quite a long talk with him relative to the state redwood park project. Mr. Newell states that he 
and Mr. Sweasey were given a most cordial reception by Mr. Carson and were greatly pleased to 
learn that he was willing to aid the park movement. Mr. Carson believes that the redwood forests 
are one of the most wonderful gifts of nature and that one of them should be preserved for all 
time, that future generations may marvel at the mighty majesty of the towering giants, appeals to 
him as a most commendable plan. 
 Mr. Carson told Messrs. Newell and Sweasey to direct the park committee to go ahead 
and survey out what portion of the Fortuna tract they deem most desirable for a park site and to 
then acquaint him with their wishes, at which time he will use his influence to have his associates 
join with him in making possible the establishment of a state park. 
 As stated in the Times yesterday, the county committee will meet in this city one week 
from next Sunday, at which time plans for securing the endorsement of the grand lodge of Native 
Sons for the park project will be made. In view of what Mr. Carson told Messrs. Newell and 
Sweasey yesterday, it is now believed that the Fortuna site will be the favored location. 
 
HT (31 May 1910) Big promotional special edition for Eureka and all of Humboldt County, 
including: 
 State Redwood Park—If the plans of the Native Sons and Daughters of Humboldt county, 
aided by the promotion clubs of Eureka work out to the desired end, this county will soon 
contain one of the finest state parks in California. For over two years, plans to bring about the 
purchased of several hundred acres of virgin redwood forest in Humboldt county have been 
under discussion. During the past few months, the matter has been given active consideration and 
a park committee appointed by the Native Sons has been viewing a number of particularly 
beautiful redwood groves in various parts of the county in order to be better prepared for 
deciding upon a site for the proposed park. A final selection is to be made shortly. 
 It is hoped that when the grand lodge of Native Sons convenes at Lake Tahoe on June 6th, 
a unanimous endorsement of the park project will be secured. Captain Payson, president of the 
Northwestern Pacific railroad, which is now being extended into Humboldt county, the 
Humboldt Chamber of Commerce, the Humboldt Promotion committee, William Carson, one of 
Eureka’s pioneer lumbermen and capitalists, and a number of other prominent organizations and 
men have already signified their willingness to exercise all their influence in securing an 
appropriation from the state for the purchase of the park. If the endorsement of the grand lodge 
of the Native Sons can be also secured, it is thought that little difficulty will be met in securing 
the necessary appropriation. 
 When two or three hundred acres of redwood timber have been purchased by the state 
and set aside as a redwood park, little or no additional expense will be necessary to maintain it. 
No attempts are to be made to embellish nature in the state park, which will undoubtedly soon be 
secured for Humboldt county. Aside from constructing roads through the park in order that all its 
virgin beauties may be accessible, nothing will be done to alter the primeval appearance of the 
grove. The fallen trees will be left intact, undisturbed beneath their covering of dark green moss 
and ferns. The living trees will be allowed to live out their prescribed seasons and reach the final 
stage of development, which awaits all such trees, where the destroying hand of man has not yet 
penetrated. Nor will the young and vigorous growth; trees which have risen from the earth within 
the lives of the present generation but destined in the course of centuries to be the mammoths of 
the forest, be ruthlessly attacked by the woodman’s axe. Nature will be allowed every 
opportunity to assert herself in all her varying moods as freely as in days gone by when naught 
bu the Indians, the children of the forest, trod the winding paths that formed the only highways 
through the redwood forests of Humboldt county. 
 Although the exact number of acres that will be purchased has not yet been determined, it 
is expected that at least from two to three hundred acres will be acquired for park purposes. The 
purchase of such a forest area will involve an outlay of approximately $250,000. The purchase 
will be made on purely a stumpage basis, that is, the timber will be cruised by an expert and the 
standard price paid for the lumber that could be cut from it if utilized for commercial purposes. 
Thus no difficulty will be met with in determining upon a purchase price inasmuch as it is purely 
a matter of mathematics with no abstract valuations involved. 
 
HT (8 June 1910) Endorse the State Park. Lake Tahoe, Associated Press--….During today’s 
session the following resolutions were passed [by Native Sons grand lodge]: endorsing ship 
subsidy legislation; the preservation of Lake Tahoe region as a national park; the purchase of a 
grove of Humboldt county redwoods by the state as a park; and the use of California shingles in 
building construction in the state. 
 
HT (17 June 1910) Will Resume Campaign—Professor George Albee and Frank Morgenson, 
delegates to the grand parlor Native Sons of the Golden West at Lake Tahoe, are expected to 
arrive here today on the State of California, and immediately following their return, the county 
committee will resume active work in behalf of the state redwood park project, which was given 
the full and unqualified endorsement of the grand parlor. 
 Mr. F.W. Georgeson, chairman of the site committee, states that the officials of the 
Pacific Lumber company have been interviewed relative to the Dyerville site and that he is 
convinced that the property, if it is desired, can be obtained at a fair price….[more]  
 
HT (24 June 1910) George Newell, the will-known contracting logger of Fortuna, who now 
operates logging camps on Nanning and Jacoby creeks for the Bayside Lumber company, has 
been awarded a contract by the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company to clear a right of way 
for the railroad extension for a distance of eight miles south of Dyerville [about 16,000,000 feet 
of timber; more] 
 
HT (6 July 1910) Albee Quits Position; Resigns Principalship of eureka High School….will 
remain in Eureka, selling Arizona mining stock.  
 
HT (23 Sept. 1910) Par Scheme Favored—That the local Native Sons will be able to carry out 
their movement to have the state government establish a redwood park in Humboldt County to a 
successful culmination is the opinion of Grand Vice-President of the Native Sons who arrived 
here on Wednesday…. 
 Shortly after his arrival in company with a number of members of the Native Sons, who 
are interested in the park project, the gentleman visited the Fortuna site for the park. He stated 
that he believed that the site was truly a beautiful place for such a park, but that owing to the fact 
that he has had no opportunity to inspect the other proposed site, he would not pass an opinion as 
to their comparative merits. [more] 
 
HT (27 Sept. 1910) Support Now Assured—The redwood park project first advanced and now 
being furthered by members of the Native Sons of the Golden West will be supported and fought 
for by every lodge of the order in California, if the belief of First Grand Vice-President H.C. 
Licheverberger comes true. [more] 
 
HT (13 Nov. 1910) To Advertise County—If a unique means of advertising Humboldt county 
which has already been brought to the attention of a number of boosters is actually put into 
practice, the many scenes of activity which now indicate an unprecedented development of the 
city and county will be reflected on moving picture screens throughout the county. The fact that 
a railroad is being built into Humboldt county through some of the most difficult and, at the same 
time, most picturesque territory in the world, that Humboldt county already has a large number 
of important and thriving industries and that Eureka is a city that counts on the map as well as in 
industrial importance will be brought to the attention of thousands of people in a most 
convincing and entertaining manner. 
 Although the proposition is only yet in an embryo stage, the general idea is already 
developed. According to present plans, one of the most picturesque films which could be taken 
would be from an automobile driven along the overland route. Such a picture would show the 
grandeur of the scenery which is to be made accessible with the completion of the railroad and at 
the same time give an idea of the vast resources of the county. As the automobile made its way 
around the curves of the road in the forests along Eel river or around the numerous small and 
open prairies or mounted onto the ridges to where a panoramic view of the surrounding country 
was available a most harmonious and interesting film could be obtained. 
 Scenes showing the steam shovels steadily removing the earth and cutting away the way 
for the rails which are to connect Eureka with San Francisco would likewise form an important 
and convincing subject. The activities along the route of the railroad construction would all be 
caught by the moving picture camera. 
 Scenes in the logging woods, among them one showing the downfall of a giant redwood, 
and scenes depicting the extent of the dairying industry in the county would all find a place in the 
general scheme….[more] 
 
HT (18 Nov. 1910) Now that the bond issue of $18,000,000 for good road construction purposes 
has been authorized by the people of the State of California, the promise of butter roads for 
Humboldt county becomes an assurance. According to the provisions drawn up before the bond 
issue was submitted to the people, Humboldt county is to share in the great coast highway which 
is to be constructed so as to connect every county seat in the counties along the entire coast of 
the state. The highway is to be constructed at an average cost of $6,000 per mile, that assuring 
the very best kind of roadway. 
 A similar north and south state highway is to be constructed in the interior of the state 
connecting all the important towns of the Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys…. 
 
HT (20 Nov. 1910) Sometime this week actual construction work is to commence below 
Dyerville on the grading operations on the Northwestern Pacific extension under the contract of 
the firm of Klipped and McLean, subcontractors under the Utah Construction Co. and from this 
time on, there will be two separate contractors at [illegible]….Reports from the south are to the 
effect that the same activity is being manifested on the Willits end of the line and that large 
crews are being worked under the Willits and Burr Co…. 
 
HT (26 Nov. 1910) Dyerville—Dyerville was today the scene of unusual activity, the fact that 
railroad work of unprecedented proportions is to be carried on throughout the winter never being 
more apparent than it has been today. The Dyerville hotel is unable to accommodate all the 
guests who would take lodging there, the ferry which was placed in operation this morning as a 
result of the rise in the river has been working at full capacity throughout the day while the 
forests that line the river have echoed throughout the day with the heavy rumble of freight teams 
laden with supplies for the railroad camp which is to be established further up the river. [more] 
 
HT (27 Nov. 1910) When the state legislature convenes at Sacramento during the first of the 
coming year, Humboldt county is to ask for appropriations for a new steelhead hatchery on Eel 
river, for a state redwood park to be located in this county, and for funds for the completion of 
the Humboldt-Trinity State Highway, while it is also possible that residents of the Eel river 
valley section will ask for additional funds for the extension of the rip-rap work on Eel river…. 
 
HT (9 Dec. 1910 The good roads movement which has already aroused general interest 
throughout the county and which is soon to work much benefit to the county in time to come is 
to be given the initial impetus tomorrow when the meeting for the purpose of organizing a good 
roads club is called to order…. 
 
HT (14 Dec. 1910) Humboldt Boosters to Ask Roosevelt--….Yesterday H.L. Ricks, Chairman of 
the Humboldt Promotion Committee, set the campaign for a Roosevelt visit in motion when he 
issued a call for a special meeting of the Humboldt Promotion Committee to be held this 
afternoon…. 
 Mr. Ricks…is most enthusiastic over the prospects for bringing Theodore  
Roosevelt to Humboldt county, where he will have an opportunity of visiting the most extensive 
growth of redwood timber in the world. In speaking of the matter, Mr. Ricks said, “When we tell 
Roosevelt that all of the other great men of the United States have been afraid to come to Eureka 
owing to the necessity of crossing Humboldt bar, he will be eager and determined to come and 
will come too, even if he has to cross the bar in a rowboat.” [more] 
 
HT (15 Dec. 1910) Beautiful Invitation Will Go To Mr. Roosevelt; Citizens Rejoice at Prospect 
of His Trip; Gold Inlaid in Burhl to Carry Message of People. 
 
HT (16 Dec. 1910) All Humboldt Will Extend The Glad Hand to Theodore Roosevelt. 
 
HT (24 Dec. 1910) That the Native Sons of Humboldt county never contemplated asking the 
state legislature to pay $5 per thousand feet for redwood timber to form a state redwood park in 
this county, that the selection of the Hammond Lumber Co.’s property near Camp Grant for 
which the company demanded the above price was never sanctioned by the Native Sons lodge of 
this city and that at the last meeting of that lodge the knowledge that such a site and such a price 
would be named at the meeting held yesterday caused the Native Sons to abandon the project 
entirely so far as its present status is concerned formed the most important developments brought 
to light at the meeting of the state redwood park committee. [more, long article] 
 
HS (4 Jan. 1911) Remarkable Weather Favors The Railroad—Despite the low stage of water on 
Eel River which scarcely runs enough water to float the river steamers under construction, the 
railroad contractors continue to push work on the construction of the new supply boats. 
  A consignment of materials for the two stern wheel power boats which are now in course 
of construction at Shively for the Klippel & McLean Co. arrived here on the North Fork 
yesterday and this morning was shipped to the end of the road. The consignment was made up 
chiefly of shafting and various machinery which on this style of boats are needed towards the 
beginning of the construction work. 
 Unless the rainy weather sets in shortly, the venture will prove a failure, as there is not 
sufficient water in Eel River for their navigation. The season, so far, has been devoid of the usual 
amount of rainfall, being the lightest for several years….It is the present plan to use the two stern 
wheelers both for carrying supplies and towing lighters. 
 A.C. McLean of the Klippel & McLean Co. states that practically all of the grading 
equipment and supplies needed for the construction work, which his company will send to this 
county, are now at the site of the contract. However, as the occasion demands, various shipments 
will arrive on the different steamers of the Chas. Nelson Co. The company has now sufficient 
construction material on the site for the operations and of the end of the road to keep hundreds of 
men at work when the more active operations are started in the early spring. 
 
HS (9 Jan. 1911) An Appeal for a State Redwood Park—Do the citizens of Humboldt County 
want a Redwood Park? If so, do they propose to wait until the lumberman’s ax has destroyed the 
choicest groves of these noble trees? Or until prices for those groves which are available have 
reached such a figure that no legislature would vote money with which to buy them? 
 Do the citizens of Humboldt County want to rest under the charges by reason of their 
[illegible] depriving future generations of the priceless possession of a magnificent grove of 
redwood trees, the grandest and most inspiring natural object to be found only in California. 
Even viewed as an investment, are they so shortsighted that they cannot see the almost 
incalculable value from an advertising stand point which a noble grove of accessible redwoods 
would be to property owners in Humboldt?  
 The question of giving Humboldt County a Redwood Park now rests in the hands of the 
state Legislature; it rests in the hands of State Senator Cutten, and Assemblymen Kehoe and 
Jasper. It rests in the hands of the people of Humboldt County, who must now speak and speak in 
plain and unequivocal terms, or it is extremely unlikely that anything adequate can ever be 
secured. 
 Now is the time to act. Now is the time for the people of this county to pseak out and let 
our three legislators from this county know that the people of Humboldt County want a Redwood 
Park. 
 All efforts at trying to agree on a park site have failed. Some have said that unless one 
particular site is selected every other site must be damned. 
 Messrs. Quill and Dalton of the Native Sons inform the Standard that they have finally 
decided it is now too late for them to attempt to do anything towards the selection of a site. Are 
the people of Humboldt satisfied? Are they willing that the endorsement of the Redwood Park 
plan by the Native Sons for which Humboldters worked so faithfully, shall go for naught? The 
Chamber of Commerce and state organizations have endorsed the plan. After all this, are the 
People ready to “throw up the sponge” just because one particular site, out of dozens of 
beautiful, available, was not selected? 
 If the People of Humboldt are not satisfied to see the Redowod Park plan die, then the 
Standard appeals to every man, woman and child who wants to see something done as the 
outcome of all this talk, to write to Senator Cutten and to Assemblymen Kehoe and Jasper asking 
them to introduce a bill appointing a State Park Commission, or to prepare a bond issue, or 
otherwise protect Humboldt’s interests. In behalf of the Standard, Mr. Burchard has written such 
a letter to these men, all of whom have expressed an entire willingness to do what they could for 
a state owned park. The Standard now appeals for help in this movement. 
 It is for the People of Humboldt to decide whether they want a park or not. If you believe 
in it, write to our State Senator and Assemblymen and ask them to go ahead and protect our 
interests. 
 
HS (10 Jan. 1911) Hundreds at Work on Railroad; Fully 500 Men Strung Along Right of Way; 
Thousands of Tons of Freight—That work on the extension of the N.W.P. Railroad Friscoward 
from this end and Eurekaward from Sherwood will be rushed this winter is assured both by the 
people in charge and the conditions that now prevail….it is leanred that at this end, the 
conditions are even livelier. Here there are now about 500 men at work for Klippel & McLean, 
the contractors, and for the railroad company. 
 Camps along the Klippel & McLean contract are being established every day. John 
Devoy, who will build the road to the scene of the Island Mountain tunnel which will be the 
biggest bore on the route, has several four and six horse teams hauling supplies from Shively to 
the tunnel site, and last Saturday established a camp at the mountain. 
 On the Klippel & McLean contract between Fruitland Hill and Fort Seward, work is 
progressing on all five of the short tunnels and the sound of blasting is heard day and night. The 
company has been having great success in getting supplies and tools, notwithstanding the 
condition of the roads for now that the stage of the river prevents the use of their flatboats, the 
freight is being hauled along the river bars. Later when the river again begins coming up, 
flatboats will be resumed as soon as there is water enough to float the craft and enable them to be 
towed canal-boat fashion by horses on the bank. By the time the water is high enough, the 
gasoline tow boats that are now building will be ready to hitch onto them…. 
 The company has about 6000 tons of freight to move to its various camps but from one of 
the officers, it was leanred that such good progress has already been made in handling it, that 
nothing can intervene to hold up the work and by spring it is expected that there will be a 
thousand men at work on the section. 
 Railroad supplies for the Klippel & McLean Co. and the Willett & Burr Company 
continue to arrive on various steamers. On the North Fork Sunday were 400 sacks of barley and 
410 bales of hay in addition to a shipment of wheel barrows for the Klippel & McLean Co. and 
400 cans and 100 cases of powder for the Willett & Burr Company…. 
 
HS (24 Jan. 1911) Humboldt County Is Very Modest—While no report has been received here 
that any bill has been introduced yet to buy any of Humboldt County’s big trees for a Redwood 
Park, other sections of California are busy along these lines. Calaveras County has introduced a 
bill to buy the big trees of Calaveras County and the San Jose people are making a move in 
behalf of an extension of the California Redwood Park in the Santa Cruz mountains. 
 
HS (24 Jan. 1911) Railroad Contractors Return from City….A.C. McLean of Klippel & McLean 
and F.L. Burr of Willett & Burr Co. 
 
HS (31 Jan. 1911) Redwood Park Bill Introduced by Cutten. Sacramento. (Standard’s New 
Bureau, J.F. Carrere, Special Correspondent)—State Senator Cutten has introduced the following 
Redwood Park Bill:  
 Whereas, there is growing and standing along the Northern Coast of California, which 
can be found at no other place in the world, a magnificent forest of Sequoia sempervirens, 
commonly known as Redwoods, comprised of the most beautiful trees known to man; and, 
 Whereas, these great trees are found at their best in Humboldt County some attaining a 
diameter of 25 feet and an altitude of 300 feet; and, 
 Whereas, this great forest is being rapidly destroyed by saw mills, and in a few years will 
be entirely gone; and, 
 Whereas, the State should take some action to preserve a portion of the splendid forest for 
a public park, so that those who may come hereafter may see and know the beauties and splendor 
of these great forests, the likes of which nowhere exist, except in California; 
 Now, Therefore Be it Resolved by the Senate of the State of California, the Assembly 
concurring that a committee to consist of two Senators and two Assemblyman be appointed by 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the Assembly, respectively, for the purpose of 
selecting and recommending to the fortieth session of the Legislature a site for a public park 
composed of redwoods, the same to be located in Humboldt County, and at a place convenient of 
access to the citizens of the state. 
 That the expenses to be incurred under authority of this resolution shall not exceed in the 
aggregate the sum of $600 and such amount shall be payable one half out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate and one half out of the contingent fund of the Assembly. 
 HS (31 Jan. 1911) The clam shell dredger of the Mercer-Fraser Co., which is to be used to 
complete the excavating work on the shore abutments at the railroad bridge across Eel River, was 
yesterday taken up over the county road to the scene of the work at Dyerville, ….2500 pounds. It 
was taken up on a large wagon gear drawn by six horses. The trip was rather difficult on account 
of the bad condition of the road…. 
 
HS (1 Feb. 1911) Overland Trip To Be Much Shortened—Fred Smythe of the Overland Auto 
Co. is very busy getting things in readiness for the season…service begins May 1. Mr. Smythe 
says he will start with five automobiles and will add to them as needs arise. From present 
indications, the autos will run from Dyerville to Little Lake Valley. It is announced that a train 
will leave this city each morning early enough to get the passengers to Dyerville by ten o’clock. 
The autos will then take the passengers in charge and land them at the end of the railroad in 
Mendocino County at about 6 p.m. A train with Pullman sleeper attached will leave that point for 
San Francisco at 9 p.m., arrive at destination 6 a.m., 23 hours after leaving Eureka [reverse 
schedule] 
 
HS (17 Feb. 1911) State Highway To Eureka. Sacramento—Senator Cutten with Senators 
Sanford and Martinelli are engaged in doing what they can to have a state highway built up the 
peninsula from Sausalito to Eureka….The idea is to get the money out of the $18,000,000 bond 
issue when it is sold. 
 
HS (17 Feb. 1911) Redwood Park Gets Endorsement In State—The Chamber of Commerce is 
beginning to receive favorable responses to the resolutions adopted favoring a Redwood Park in 
Humboldt County. At present there is no bill pending asking for an appropriation for a Redwood 
Park, but instead a joint resolution has been offered calling for the appointment of the committee 
to investigate the subject…. 
 
HS (18 Feb. 1911) Manager F.W. Smythe of the Overland Auto Stage service left yesterday for 
San Francisco over the Carlotta-Bridgeville route, the purpose of his trip that way being to 
investigate the feasibility of that route for the autos this spring. Owing to the heavy teaming that 
has been done over the old route in this county hauling railroad supplies, the roads through the 
redwoods are so badly cut up that it will be almost midsummer before they can be used for auot 
traffic, therefore Manager Smythe is investigating the other route with a view to getting as early 
a start as possible with the service this spring. While in San Francisco, Mr. Smythe will probably 
purchase three more autos, two of them to be Pierce Arrow cars. 
 
HS (20 Feb. 1911) Power Boat Makes Successful Trip….from Shively to Dyerville with supplies 
for Klippel & McLean. 
 
HS (24 Feb. 1911) “North Coast Scenic Highway” From Sausalito to Eureka; Counties Lining 
Up Behind the New Slogan—A new slogan in the campaign for better roads has reached 
Humboldt. The plan now being carried on by counties situated between Humboldt and San 
Francisco Bay is to ask the state to spend a proper share of the $18,000,000 bond issue in 
constructing a magnificent state highway to be called the “North Coast Scenic Highway.” [more] 
 
HS (4 March 1911) A.D. Nash, associated with Klippel & McLean, the railroad contractors, is in 
town from the railroad camps on Eel River….work is going along rapidly. The river is still too 
low to permit the use of the company’s gasoline tow-boat for carrying supplies up the river and 
the original plan of hauling scows with horses on the river bank is being resorted to. These scows 
draw only eight inches of water while the Poison Oak [name of company’s boat] loaded draws 
18 inches…. 
 
HS (6 March 1911) Reports from the extension of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad above 
Willits are to the effect that ties and rails for the first nine miles of the graded roadbed have been 
received there. This is the entire length that has been graded thus far….The work is done to what 
is known as the second crossing of Outlet Creek, and this is nine miels from the former terminus 
at Sherwood. 
 
HS (7 March 1911) The lumber companies, operating along the coast of Mendocino County, 
have drawn up and signed a petition to have the State Highway from Humboldt County built 
along the coast to take in the milling towns there….In boosting this route, the Mendocino 
Beacon lays great stress on the story it republished from the Standard recounting the recent 
experience of L.F. Puter and David Evans on the interior road. This is used as an urgent 
argument against the highway being built along the present stage and overland road through this 
county.  
 
HS (9 March 1911) Humboldt County is to have a Redwood Park Commission according to the 
latest advises from Sacramento. Senator Cutten’s concurrent resolution appointing a committee 
of four to investigate the subject is meeting with no opposition. 
 
HS (10 March 1911) Another Supply Boat to Run to Fort Seward….known as “Laurel”  
 
HS (22 March 1911) Dyerville—News from the Railroad Builders; Big Blast Blows Off Side of 
Mountain; Store Open at Fort Seward; Poison Oak Ready. 
 
HS (23 March 1911) Getting Ready to Spend $18,000,000—Secretary T.H. Hine of the 
Humboldt Good Roads Club, who has just returned from Sacramento where he attended the 
meeting of the State Highway League, is enthusiastic over the good roads movement for 
California and Humboldt County, as well. 
 He reports that the Chandler highway bill is about in shape to become a law….Under that 
bill, Governor Johnson, assisted by a chief engineer at a salary of $10,000 a year and three 
commissioners at $5,000 each, will have full control of the road work….It is Mr. Hine’s opinion 
that two through highways will be built, 1800 miles in all, one to run through the Sacramento 
Valley and one up and down the coast. The Humboldt Good Roads Club already has taken the 
subject in hand and is now securing full data to present to the engineers. The plan in Humboldt is 
not to endorse any particular route but place complete data before the engineers for their use. 
[more] 
 
HS (30 March 1911) Raker Will Work for Redwood Park—Congressman RAker has promised 
to work for a Redwood Park for Humboldt County. L.F. Puter received a letter from 
Congressman Raker in which he expresses his willingness to take hold of the proposition and he 
will at once be assured that Humboldters will exert themselves to the utmost to aid him in this 
work. He will make it a Government proposition. Judge Raker, while, here, expressed himself as 
wonderstruck at the magnificent of the redwood trees…. 
 Mr. Puter, in speaking of the project today, declared himself in favor of securing at least 
3000 or 4000 acres of trees. “Makes it a park worthy of the name and of the magnificent trees,” 
is Mr. Puter’s view.  
 Mr. Raker’s announcement at this time comes very opportunely as the joint resolution 
offered by State Senator Cutten calling for a special committee to visit the county with a view to 
establishing a park here under state auspices, pass the Senate but failed in the Assembly. 
However, the project to take hold of the park as a national proposition will not depend on the 
state’s action. 
 
HS (31 March 1911) Flat Boat Upsets in Eel River, Dyerville—A flat boat loaded with rails and 
powder for Klippel & McLean railroad contractors and carrying a tow horse, which was to have 
been used later on the shore, was capsized on Eel River and freight and horse were lost in a deep 
hole. The outfit was being towed up the river by the power boat, Poison Oak…. 
 
HS (3 April 1911) Ex-President Endorses Redwood Park; Roosevelt Sends Message to 
Children—Colonel Roosevelt, writing from San Francisco, has sent a message to the boys and 
girls of Humboldt County acknowledging receipt of their letter asking him to come here and 
bespeaking his aid in behalf of the Redwood Park. He expresses regret that he cannot come to 
Humboldt…. [letter]  “You know how heartily I approve of the movement for the preservation of 
the magnificent California redwood in your county; anything that can be done to conserve these 
trees I hope will be done.” 
 
HS (7 April 1911) Another Big Railroad Contract Is Let; To Start Work on Dyerville Flat and 
Newman’s Bluff; Forrester, Strand  Co. …four miles of construction just beyond Dyerville, 
sublet under the Willett & Burr contract…The Forrester contract will take the railroad line right 
up to the work that is now under contract by Klippel & McLean. The contract begins at station 
5700 or a short distance beyond the Dyerville bridge, right in the heart of the beautiful grove of 
redwoods on the Dyerville Flat. The first bridge will be on this road. It is a 300-foot tunnel 
piercing Newman’s Bluff. The contract thence continues on up the river to station 5480. Aside 
from this one tunnel it includes a large amount of fill work. The trees on the right of way are all 
down and as soon as the new road around Newman’s Bluff is accepted, the Forrester Company 
will begin work and put as many men in the field as they can obtain supplies will be moved by 
boat from Shively…. 
 
HS (10 April 1911) Good Roads Club Before Supervisors [asked for survey of county roads] 
According to Good Roads Club, the law governing the disposal of the $18,000,000 voted for a 
state highway is ambiguous and in order that part of that state highway be located in this county, 
the claims of Humboldt will get left. Whether we get the highway or not, we will have to pay our 
portion of the taxes needed to take care of the bonds…the executive committee is very anxious to 
have the supervisors aid them in getting data in shape to secure for Humboldt the much deserved 
state highway. 
 
HS (10 April 1911) Latest News from Railroad Field, Willits—Last week a representative of the 
Willits News inspected the completed portion of the new railroad on the Eureka extension. 
 This railroad bed has been built according to the most modern methods and consequently 
will be the best piece of road on the system. The distance from Willits to Eureka is not quite 150 
miles and the track follows a water grade all the way. The steepest grade is only 7% and there is 
only a very little of this grade. The sharpest curve is 10 degrees, but most of the track is a gradual 
winding down Outlet Creek that is hardly noticeable. 
 When completed, this railroad will be one of the finest scenic roads in the state, for it 
follows a beautiful canyon almost to Eureka. In the creek and Eel River, there is running water 
all the year and most of the mountains are covered with timber, all of which gives a most 
pleasing effect. 
 Between Willits and Long Valley Creek, the railroad crosses Outlet Creek six times. All 
of the bridges are steel structures and the bridge crew are now building the third bridge, which is 
seven miles distant. Most of the bridge men [illegible] after completing the second bridge, as 
they had to wait for the steam shovel to make the heavy rock cut between these two points. Last 
week a bridge crew came up from Petaluma and they will now be kept busy all spring. 
 The railroad company expects to have the track completed as far as Long Valley Creek 
by the first of May, and the wagon road from that point to Long Valley will be finished at the 
same time. After that date, all the northern Mendocino and Humboldt business will go that way 
instead of by Sherwood as at present. 
 The steam shovel crew will be kept busy ballasting the completed road and after they are 
through with this work, a gravel train will be put on and a layer of eight inches of gravel will be 
spread from Long Valley Creek to Willits. In Long Valley Creek is an immense bed of washed 
gravel adjoining the railroad track and the chances are that this will be used for ballasting from 
the Humboldt line to the summit of Ridgewood. 
 One very noticeable thing about this piece of railroad construction is the elimination of 
wooden culverts. Instead of wood, huge cement ones are used, some of which are four feet in 
diameter. This week Fairbank’s sawmill started on their big contract of 1,500,000 feet of tunnel 
timber for the Utah Construction Co. The mill is located three miles this side of Covelo bridge 
and near the railroad right of way.  
 Duane Bittenbender has charge of the mill and he expects to cut 15,000 feet per day with 
one shift, but later on two shifts may be put on. The timber is hauled to the top of the hill back of 
the mill and will be sent down a chute which is half a mile long. The mill is located about 
halfway between several tunnels so that handling of the tunnel timbers will be any easy job. 
 
HT (11 April 1911) Navigation of Eel River Found to be Attended by Difficulties, Shively—
What will undoubtedly go down in the history of navigation of Eel River as a record trip is now 
being made up Eel River by the improvised river steamer, Pepperwood Klipper, which left here 
on Wednesday of last week bound for the vicinity of Fruitland with a load of machinery which is 
to be used by Bert McKee in sawing tunnel timbers for the Island Mountain tunnel on the route 
of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad. The voyage thus far has been a unique one and the record 
that will be made will not be for speed, but for remarkable slowness of travel, the steamer having 
made the astounding average of one mile a day since leaving Shively. 
 Last week the Pepperwood Klipper, loaded with mill machinery and with a mill boiler 
floating behind, began the 20-mile journey up the river. Instead of being driven against the 
current of the river by a screw or paddle wheel, the Pepperwood Klipper left port by being pulled 
upstream by a donkey engine which was mounted on the craft, a cable carried about 1000 feet up 
the river and anchored, being wound in on the windless of the donkey engine. 
 In this manner, the voyage was begun and is now in progress. When the cable has been 
wound in and the craft has progressed 1000 feet up the river, a small boat is sent ahead and the 
cable unwound from the drum. If everything progressed smoothly, it would probably be possible 
to make considerable headway in this manner but many minor accidents have delayed the 
progress of the Pepperwood Klipper. The cable has repeatedly fouled with floating debris in the 
river while the numerous bends in the stream makes it necessary at times to go ahead by very 
brief installments. 
 The empty steam boiler, floating behind the Pepperwood Klipper, has given more or less 
trouble and hindered the onward progress of the boat….It is thought that in the course of a week 
or more, the mill site will have been reached. Upon the completion of the voyage, the machinery 
will immediately be palced in position and actual sawing operations begun as soon as possible. 
 
HS (11 April 1911) To Build Trestle Across Eel River—The Mercer-Fraser Co. of this city this 
afternoon sent a crew of men under Foreman W.S. Ingraham to Pepperwood where they will 
commence work on a 1000-foot trestle across Eel River to connect with the Northwestern 
Pacific. The trestle will be built for the Homes-Eureka Lumber Co. which is now logging the 
redwood on the Laurel Lumber Company’s property, owned by F.W. Georgeson and J.H. 
French. 
 
HS (15 April 1911) Word regarding the progress of railroad construction work at Fort Seward 
was brought to Eureka today by Wesley M. Crown of the Frank K. Mott Co. Mr. Crown arrived 
this morning from Blocksburg by wagon. He states that the roads were impassable for auto 
travel. 
 Mr. Crown says that Fort Seward is the scene of great activity. Field Engineer Milton at 
the Fort has 12 assistants working under him. In all some 400 men are at work on the various 
Klippel & McLean stations. The Mott company which is furnishing the contractors with beef, is 
now slaughtering 12 head a week. It will soon increase the number to 25 per week as the 
construction force is to be much increased. Wonderful progress is being made on the 
construction work. Blasts are going off constantly. There seems to be no doubt that the railroad 
will be running construction trains clear from Eureka to Fort Seward by tis fall. 
 Next week the railroad will start a crew to survey the wagon road, nine miles in length, 
running from Fort Seward to Alder Point. The road will be built in the most substantial fashion 
and will be a permanent highway. It will be used this summer for getting in railroad supplies. 
 
HS (18 April 1911) Construction Trains Soon to Cross Laribee—Within a short time, according 
to those familiar with the railroad work, a temporary bridge will be built across Laribee Creek 
and the different companies engaged on the construction work will be able to send their 
equipment and supplies almost to the scene of operations by rail. The rails have for some tme 
been laid up to Laribee Creek bridge site but with the beginning of construction work ths rails 
will be laid for some distance along the cleared right of way. George Newell has the contract for 
getting out the pine piles to be used on the bridge, which will be built by the Mercer-Fraser 
Construction Company of this city. 
 
HS (19 April 1911) Raker Is Reported Busy In Congress--….one thing of particular interest to 
Northern California is Congressman Raker’s proposition to establish a National Redwood Park 
in Humboldt County. A grove of the great Sequoia sempervirens, preserved and cared for big the 
Government, would be classed as one of the wonders of the world…. 
 
HS (20 April 1911) Will Eureka-San Francisco Railroad be Finished by Another Year? ….as a 
sample of what progress is being made, it is stated, that by June the railroad will have work trains 
running through to Dyerville….it is the hope of the railroad people that the road be completed by 
the latter part of next year….The road will then be rushed to completion on through to Portland. 
The last contract for the Willits-Eureka gap will be let in a very short time. 
 
HS (20 April 1911) First Auto Party Arrives from South—The first automobile party from San 
Francisco this season arrived about 1 o’clock this morning after a strenuous trip through the 
muddy roads to the south…. 
 
HS (21 April 1911) Fight Will Begin for Federal Redwood Park—Subjects of considerable intent 
to the county will probably be brought up before the meeting of the Federated Commercial 
Bodies of Humboldt County, which is to meet in Arcata tomorrow…..it is quite possible that 
steps will be taken to ask the body to endorse the movement in favor of a National Redwood 
Park in Humboldt County. 
 During the last season of the Legislature, effort was made to get a State Redwood Park 
bill passed, but this failed. Promoters of the Redwood Park idea for Humboldt are now 
concentrating efforts in behalf of a Federal park. It is believed that this undertaking can be 
carried through to a successful issue. Congressman Raker has volunteered to take hold of the 
project and he is already securing enthusiastic support. Judge Raker’s views on the establishment 
are considered very broad and advanced. Judge Raker is on record as stating that such a park 
would be one of the natural wonders of the world and a source of attraction that no community 
could afford to overlook.  
 One of the aspects in which the Redwood Park proposition will be presented to the 
Federated Bodies will be the commercial aspect. It will doubtless be urged that even from a 
business standpoint, Humboldt County cannot afford to turn down a Redwood Park proposition 
as it would be the means of bringing in hundreds and perhaps ultimately thousands of visitors, 
drawn at least in part by the desire to see so great a natural wonder. In support of this view, the 
travel of tourists to the Mariposa Big Trees is pointed to as an illustration…. 
 
HS (21 April 1911) Auto Stage Co. Repairing Roads—According to F.W. Smythe, owner of the 
Overland Auto Stage service, the roads are rapidly being placed in a condition which will 
warrant his commencing his auto stage service….Between Dyerville and Shively, the roads are 
practically impassable. Within a few days, he will return from San Francisco and on the return 
trip will bring his drivers to the bad strip in Humboldt, where they will work for several days. 
 
HS (22 April 1911) National Redwood Park Is Indorsed….The meeting of the Federated 
Commercial Bodies was held today in Arcata….Both the Redwood Park proposition and the 
Iaqua-Eureka road project were endorsed…. 
 
HS (25 April 1911) Times Are Lively At Railroad Tunnel Site, Irma—Island Mountain is having 
quite a boom. Every week people are coming here looking after land. Last week there was a 
party of three. Contractor Devoy’s men are coming and going every day and there is much travel 
on the roads. Mr. Linser is kept busy killing meat for the railroad tunnel camps at the mountain. 
There are 95 men in camp now. The superintendent for the Utah Construction Company, which 
has the contract, was here last Tuesday with a bridge contractor looking over the route with a 
view to building a bridge at the copper mine for carrying supplies across the river. 
 The former mountain solitude is now broken by the continual blasting on the road being 
built, which is now completed to the south portal of the tunnel. 
 
HS (26 April 1911) Day and Night Construction Shifts; Railroad Activities In Blocksburg 
Section. Blocksburg—County Surveyor Conners and crew, who have been employed at the 
Waldner holdings, formerly the Lyons Ranch, have gone to survey a road from Fort Seward to 
Alder Point to be used for handling the railroad supplies as needed, also as a public highway 
later….Railroad construction crews have day and night shifts, hence the bombarding from the 
powder used goes on continually…. 
 
HS (26 April 1911) Getting Ready to Rush RR Work—This summer, A.J. Horgan, connected 
with the contracting firm of Forrester Strand & Co., who were given a subcontract by the Willett  
Burr Co. for the construction of the road between Dyerville and Fruitland Hill, a distance of 
about 4 ½ miles, returned from San Francisco on the steamer, City of Topeka, Monday. There he 
made the necessary arrangements for steam shovel, dump cars, two locomotives, and all 
construction equipment for their contract. 
 Within a few weeks, this equipment will arrive in this city and when the strip of road 
which is now being built for the N.W.P. Co. by Percy French is completed, will be shipped to the 
Thompson Bluff tunnel, where construction work will immediately be commenced. Mr. Horgan 
states that the temporary bridge across Laribee Creek will be finished probably by the end of the 
week. After this, as fast as the grade can be made the rails will be laid with all possible haste to 
the site of the Dyerville bridge, where the Mercer-Fraser Co. is now working on the shore 
abutments. It is the intention of the Klippel & McLean Co. to construct a temporary structure 
across Eel River with the completion of the shore abutments. This, it is expected, will be 
completed within at least two months. 
 As can readily be seen, the laying of the temporary road will greatly expedite the work, 
for as it is now, the Klippel & McLean Company’s headquarters is at Shively, necessitating the 
transportation of supplies up the river eight by boat or wagon road. The latter at this time and for 
the past several weeks has been practically impossible. 
 The laying of the rails to Dyerville will also be a big aid to the Forrester Co. for it will 
enable them to lay down their supplies on the river bar at Dyerville and then by laying temporary 
rails take them to the scene of their construction work. 
 Mr. Horgan states that the bad weather has greatly delayed the railroad work and that the 
section of road which is delaying their construction work would have been completed by this 
time, if it had not been for weather conditions. 
 
HS (20 April 1911) Progress on the Dyerville Bridge. 
 
Hs (26 April 1911) Day and Night Construction Shifts; Railroad Activities In Blocksburg 
Section. Blocksburg—County Surveyor Conners and crew, who have been employed at the 
Waldner holdings, formerly the Lyons Ranch, have gone to surveying a road from Fort Seward 
to Alderpoint to be used for handling the railroad supplies as needed, also as a public highway 
later….Railroad construction crews have day and night shifts hence the bombarding from the 
powder used goes on continually…. 
 
HS (2 May 1911) First Auto Stage Left Here Today—The first auto stage of the season for the 
Overland Auto Stage Co. left here this morning from the Pacific Garage. The machine, one of 
the new seven-passenger Alcos was in charge of Tommy Silence. It will go by way of 
Bridgeville and expects to reach Sherwood by noon tomorrow to connect with the N.W.P. train 
from San Francisco. This will put the passengers in San Francisco in 36 hours from here. 
 
HS (4 May 1911) Railroad Material Rushing Up Eel River. Dyerville—Eel River is now the 
scene of great activity as there are boats of nearly every description navigating it. McKee Bros.’ 
big scow safely reached its destination at Camp Two above McCann’s Mill and returned to 
McCann’s for another load. Klippel & McLean’s big scow carrying the steam shovel is rapidly 
going ahead…carrying 70 tons. Today it is reported as having passed McCann’s Mill. 
 The Poison Oak is disabled at Camp Two….There are also several boats running yet, 
some towed by horsepower and others by men. There is much grading and blasting going on in 
the camps above here. It is very interesting to watch the men boring into the hillside, then lifting 
tons of earth into the river with one big blast….H. Smith, who has had his logging crew at Camp 
Grant, expects to move it next week to McCann’s Mill to log off the right of way there. He is 
now burning the brush….  
 
HS (4 May 1911) Raker Working for Redwood Park. Washington—Representative Raker of 
California and Chief Forester Graves submitted to Taft today a proposition to preserve the big 
trees in California. Raker will ask Congress to make an appropriation to purchase the trees as a 
forest reserve. 
 
HS (5 May 1911) Railroad Work in Dyerville Section. Dyerville—Next Monday the Forrester 
Construction Co. is to begin work on the construction contract it was recently awarded by the 
N.W.P. RR Co. for a piece of road beginning in the large redwood forest beyond the south end of 
the bridge spanning Eel River and running thence on to the foot of Fruitland hill, where the 
Klippel & McLean work starts in. 
 Many stumps have already been blown out preparatory to the work of excavation and 
filling. Monday the work will begin at the south end of the 300-foot tunnel at Newman’s Bluff. 
Teams are now quite scarce as there is much demand all along the railroad. 
 People are now making use of the new county road—the one built by Contractor French. 
This road runs around the bad place at Newman’s Bluff where the wagon road was always 
sliding more or less in storms. 
 
HS (6 May 1911) The Mercer-Fraser Construction Co. of this city and San Francisco, through a 
contract recently let in San Francisco by the N.W.P. RR, have secured the entire construction 
work upon eh railroad bridges across Laribee creek and Eel River at Dyerville. [more] 
 
HS (6 May 1911) Redwood Park Outlook Favorable—The fact that the Government wants the 
Calaveras Big Trees is looked upon locally as a favorable omen for the acquisition of a Redwood 
Park site in Humboldt County. Congressman Raker has just been conferring regarding the 
Calaveras Big Tree project and met with President Taft and Chief Forrester Graves to discuss the 
subject, as appears by the following press dispatch from Washington, dated May 2. 
 Congressman Raker of California and Chief Forester Graves have arranged to meet the 
President tomorrow for the purpose of trying to arrange for the final acquisition of the Calaveras 
Big Tree site by the U.S. Government. 
 The game refuge proposed for Trinity County and for the region in Northern California 
known as the Lava Beds will probably be established by the Government….L.F. Puter is 
preparing data and expects to forward this soon to Congressman Raker as it is the intention of 
Humboldters to back up Mr. Raker’s efforts looking to the acquisition of a National Redwood 
Park in Humboldt. 
 The Redwood Park idea has been endorsed by many of the leading commercial 
organizations of California in addition to local organizations of Humboldt. A favorable outcome 
is believed to be in sight as a result of the campaign already made and the present outlook at 
Washington. 
 
HS (10 May 1911) N.W.P.RR To BE Completed in 1913; Will be in full operation in June of 
that year…. 
 
HS (17 May 1911) Railroad Is Booming Island Mountain. Irma—Mr. Marvel of Tunnel Camp 
has 20 men getting out timbers for bridges on the railroad. There are 95 men at the road camp, 
which makes times very lively on the mountain. Irma post office has been moved to the old 
Medcalf place…. 
 
HS (18 May 1911) [Knights of Pythias convention in Eureka]—Knights Visit Humboldt Woods; 
Enthuse Over Plan for Redwood Park—“This is the Forest Primeval.”  
 “If the Grand Lodge of the Knights of Pythias could do it legally, I think it would be a 
fine thing for the great representative body to adopt a resolution favoring the establishment of a 
National Redwood Park in Humboldt County.” 
 This declaration made by a Knight member of the excursion party probably expressed the 
sentiment of the several hundred visitors who yesterday had the unique experience of seeing 
logging operations in the redwoods of Humboldt. For the first time, many had the opportunity of 
seeing a genuine pristine redwood forest. They now realize how lamentable it would be not to 
preserve a grove of these trees as a priceless possession for future generations. Such a grove 
should comprise some of the finest specimens and should be located in a convenient place so that 
travelers in years to come may repair without difficulty to the retreat afforded by these mighty 
giants of the primeval forest. 
 “Trees that it takes a couple of thousands of years to grow should not all be cut down. 
without preserving a representative forest so that it might stand as one of the natural wonders of 
the world. Comparable to the Giant Sequoias of the Sierra, the Yosemite and the Grand Canyon, 
Humboldt County has a natural wonder equally as great. I hope you succeed in your effort to get 
the Government to preserve one of these Redwood groves for the people.” [more] 
 
HS (19 May 1911) Pythian Grand Lodge Favor Redwood Park [adopted resolution endorsing the 
Government to secure a National Redwood Park in Humboldt County] 
 Raker Favors Park. Congressman John E. Raker is working for a Redwood Park for 
Humboldt County and is considering the best way to get the project before Congress. The 
following letter was received by him today by Secretary Geo. A. Kellogg of the Federated 
Commercial Bodies. 
 My Dear Sir: Yours of May the 2nd in relation to the establishment of a National 
Redwood Park in Humboldt County at hand and contents duly noted. I note the resolution 
contains 200 acres of land and the net price for same is $300,000. Would it not be a good idea to 
take a tract of from 500 to 1000 acres, or could such a tract be obtained, adjoining or a part of 
this same piece of land named, thereby reducing the price some and giving it more of a national 
scope because of its size. I am working on the matter as already presented and as soon as I hear 
from you people will take up the matter more fully, preparatory to preparing the bill and having 
it introduced so that it might be considered before the House Committee as well as by the 
Department. I have understood that you people have become very much interested in this matter, 
particularly the Native Sons and the Native Daughters of the Golden West, the local lodges, as 
well as the Grand Parlors. If it could get the matter arranged with you people as to the particular 
tract and size, the proper bill introduced, then it could be sent out to the commercial bodies as 
well as to the various Native Sons and Native Daughters’ parlors of the State that they might 
assist us. I would suggest that in the meantime, your committee get together as many good 
photos of the redwood trees in Humboldt County and forward them to me here so that I can use 
them before the committee. It would be a fine thing to have a couple of fine paintings to hang in 
the room so as the show them to parties interested. I simply suggest this, and will leave it to you 
people to gather the information, photos, etc. I am at your service in this matter, and nothing 
should be left undone and to that end I will ever work. I am yours most truly, John E. Raker 
 
HS (23 May 1911) Dirt Is Flying Near Dyerville. Dyerville—Each week sees more and more 
activity along the railroad right of way. The rush of work on the part of the contract covered by 
the Klippel & McLean Co. from McCann’s Mill on to Fort Seward is now being duplicated on 
the shorter piece which the A.C. Forrester & Co. has contracted to do from the Dyerville Flat on, 
covering an important strip of four miles. Four teams are now at work with 25 men, but next 
week will see the force of men doubled and about twice as many teams. The tunnel work will 
start in the last of this week or the firest of next. Men are already making ready on the tunnel 
approaches. 
 From Engineer Marriner, it is learned that work on the Laribee bridge is progressing 
nicely and the steel work will soon be put in place. Work on the Dyerville bridge has been 
delayed a little by high water on main Eel River, but the sinking of the abutments goes on 
steadily and satisfactorily, warranting the belief that before the summer is over, a long stretch of 
rails will be laid from Shively on. 
 
HS (26 May 1911) Railroad Building Up Southern Humboldt. Irma—Island Mountain is 
rejoicing over the life that the railroad building has put into this section of Humboldt County. 
Work on the long tunnel for the N.W.P. railroad has been begun and many men are coming in 
every day. A hack meets them here and takes them over to the camp ont eh mountain. Two four-
horse and two six-horse teams came in from Sherwood today with supplies for the camp. 
 Alder Point Building Up. Blocksburg—From Alder Point comes word that more than 60 
lots have already been sold. H. Hillard intends putting up a new hotel there this summer and 
Chas. Smith is hauling lumber now for a stable, 42 by 30 feet, with sheds on two sides to be 
erected on the opposite side of the road from the hotel. The streets are graded and the brush but 
and grubbed. People in the vicinity of the prosperous new town are most enthusiastic over the 
project. 
 
HS (26 May 1911) Work Rushing on Railroad Bridges—Within a few weeks, the Mercer-Fraser 
Co., which has the contract for the structural steel work on the Laribee Creek bridge, and the 
steel and concrete work on the Dyerville bridge, both on the overland road, will have between 50 
and 60 men at work at the latter site. The excavation work at the bridge site has been completed 
and everything placed in readiness for the pile driving work. Work on this will be commenced 
the latter part of the week and with its completion the concrete work, the filling of the excavation 
with the piling for a foundation will be in order. 
 A cook house and camp for the company has already been built and the site of the bridge 
is taking on the appearance of a small town. President J.D. Fraser of the construction company is 
now at the site putting everything in readiness for the structural work. 
 At Laribee Creek the company has already started the steel work, having had a crew of 
12 men at work under J.E. Hodgson during the past three weeks. 
 
HS (31 May 1911) Sonoma Creek Timber Urged for Park Site; Splendid Body of Redwood 
Which Is Said to be under Consideration by Railroad—Some Eurekans are urging that Sonoma 
Flat would be the ideal place for a National Redwood Park. Among those who think this is an 
ideal place is A.W. Pratt. Mr. Pratt recently finished scaling some timber in that locality and he 
says he found the timber unusually large, healthy and sound….he says that this Sonoma Flat 
timber is so situated that additional lands could be bought on the slope leading up Fruitland Hill 
and in this way, the Government could get as much timber as it might want. 
 It is known that the Northwestern Pacific railroad is seriously considering buying timber 
in the locality for park purposes…. 
 Sonoma Creek runs northward from Fruitland Hill and empties into Eel River several 
miles above McCann’s Mill. There is a beautiful flat there and all the land is perfectly protected 
from the winds by the contour of the mountains. The Government could buy 1000 acres 
including beautiful pine and tan oak as well as redwood….It is possible this tract will be brought 
to Congressman Raker’s attention.  
 
HS (2 June 1911) California Development Board Session Here—The California Development 
Board commenced its sessions this morning….The session was continued this afternoon with 
many interesting speeches, including the adoption of a ringing resolution in favor of National 
Redwood Park for Humboldt County…. 
 
HS (3 June 1911) Laribee Creek To Be Construction Terminal—Within a short time, probably 
next week, Laribee Creek station will be the terminal of the freight train of the N.W.P. The road 
up the river bar connecting with the county road below Dyerville is now completed and then the 
trains are able to cross Laribee on Friday, freight for the construction camps will be delivered 
there. This means a great deal to the various construction companies at work on the overland 
road, several miles of the worst hauling on the road—from Shively to Laribee Creek—will be 
eliminated.  
 In order that they can take their barges up the river, the Klippel-McLean Co. will dredge 
the riffles, which have been int eh past a serious impediment. After completion this will greatly 
aid the company’s transportation of freight and supplies. The barge which left Shively several 
days ago is now near Dyerville but it will be unable to make the scene of the company’s 
operations about 14 miles up the river, until the dredging is completed…. 
 Mr. Forrester says that the work on the 400-foot tunnel through Thompson’s Bluff will 
Will be started next Monday on which day he will leave for the valley. 
 
HS (3 June 1911) First Train To Cross Laribee Creek Friday—J.D. Fraser…said the first 
construction train will cross Laribee Creek Friday as the permanent floor system on the bridge 
will be completed by that time. The steel work on the bridge will be in order during the next 
several weeks. 
 In regard to the Dyerville contract, however, Mr. Fraser says that it rests entirely with the 
railroad whether or not the bridge will be completed this fall. As yet work has not been 
commenced laying the rails on from Laribee Creek to Dyerville and it will be impossible for the 
construction company to get in their steel and supplies for the bridge until the rails are laid and 
construction trains running to the bridge site. 
 Work will be commenced at Dyerville on the temporary bridge across Eel River, the pile 
driver having already been shifted to the third and fourth piers, which are in the river proper….  
 
HS (6 June 1911) Devoy Gets 20 Mile RR Contract—It is learned from Peter Belcher that the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad has awarded a contract for building 20 miles of road beyond 
Island Mountain. Mr. Devoy has instructions to push the construction work forward as fast as he 
can get men and materials on the ground. 
 Mr. Devoy has been building the Island Mountain road, the road leading down to the 
tunnel on which work is starting. He is an old-time contractor. He built the Kneeland Prairie 
Road in the years gone by. 
 
HS (7 June 1911) Trains to Fort Seward before this Coming Winter. San Francisco—It is 
believed here from reports made to the head offices of the N.W.P.R.R. Co. that trains will be 
running clear through from Eureka to Fort Seward before winter sets in. Excellent work is being 
done between Dyerville and the Fort, and hundreds of men are scattered along the many camps 
on Eel River….If Fort Seward is reached by train, it will diminish the auto ride to Laytonville 
very much, particularly when the road is put through to Alder Point. 
 Fort Seward—The Denmark road leading down from a point beyond Fruitland Hill to 
Brock Creek is finished and the railroad contractors are hauling in lots of supplies for the 
construction work near the old Ort place. 
 The contract for 20 miles of wagon road, let by the railroad company to Contractor John 
F. Devoy, covers from Island Mountain on to Covelo bridge. It will be used to get supplies down 
to the construction crews. 
 
Hs (12 June 1911) It is learned from statements made by contractors Klippel & McLean and also 
Forrester & Co. that they are confident of being able to finish their respective contracts from 
Dyerville on to Fort Seward right on time. 
 ….A wagon road is to be built from Fort Seward on to Alder Point when the auto season 
opens up next year, it is a foregone conclusion that autos will be running to Fort Seward to meet 
the Eureka train. Probably later in the season, the trains will run clear to Alder Point. This will 
shorten the overland auto trip many miles. 
 
HS (15 June 1911) New Schedule of the Auto Stages—Beginning today the Overland Autos 
discontinued the run through Bridgeville, going as last season direct from Shively, abandoning 
the Carlotta terminal. For the remainder of the season, the terminal will be at Shively. Autos 
connect at Shively with train which leaves Eureka at 9:30 a.m. arriving at Twin Rocks at 6:30 
p.m. where an overnight stop is made. Auto stages leave Twin Rocks at 7 a.m., arriving at Willits 
at 11:30 a.m. Train leaves at 1:15 p.m.; arrives San Francisco 7:35 p.m.  
 
BLA (17 June 1911) Eureka, June 16—The rumor so persistent recently regarding the 
disposition of the O. & E. RR seems to be about verified. For some years, it has been said that 
the Oregon and Eureka RR stretching from Samoa to Trinidad, a distance of 27 miles, would 
become part of the system of the Northwestern Pacific and it is creditably said this will take 
effect July 1st…. 
 
BLA (24 June 1911) Railroad Officials Displeased—That the officials of the Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad Co. are highly displeased with the manner in which the construction work on the 
Humboldt end of the railroad is being carried on was the statement of President A.H. Payson of 
the NWPRR, made in speaking with a representative of the Times at the Hotel Vance…. 
 “There is no use of trying to keep it a secret. The progress made on the construction of 
the extension on this end of the road is highly unsatisfactory to us. The work is not going on as it 
should and there is no need of trying to get around that fact. On the southern end where the Utah 
Construction Co. is doing the work, 1000 men are employed and everything is moving like 
clockwork, but that is not the case here in the north. The trouble is merely the difference in 
contractors and is difficult to remedy.” [more] 
 
HS (30 June 1911) Trains to Dyerville May Soon be Running—Another link in the overland 
railroad to San Francisco—the Laribee Creek bridge which has been in course of construction for 
the past few months—will be completed within the next two weeks. The bridge is of structural 
steel and is built by the Mercer-Fraser Co., which also has the contract for the structural steel 
work on the Dyerville bridge. It has for several days been sufficiently near completion to warrant 
trains passing over it daily. 
 
HS (1 July 1911) Last R.R. Contract about to be Let—According to advices from San Francisco, 
two-thirds of the railroad gap is now under construction, that is let out to contractors and in a 
very short time the remaining one-third will be let…. 
 
HS (5 July 1911) Harvey Ferrill and Harry Bell returned from a few days’ trip to southern 
Humboldt. They left here Sunday morning, going through by auto to Fort Seward. Returning 
they walked from Fort Seward over the right of way. According to Mr. Ferrill, the Klippel & 
McLean Co., which is building the hardest portion of the overland road on this end, are doing 
excellent work an their progress is excellent. Rails are being laid as rapidly as possible from 
Laribee Creek up the river to the site of the Dyerville bridge It is expected by the railroad that the 
temporary rails to Dyerville will be laid by Sept. 1. This will enable the Mercer-Fraser Co., 
which is building the bridge, to get their supplies in easily and will permit them to do a 
considerable amount of construction work before the rainy weather sets in. Permanent rails have 
been laid to Laribee Creek ad over the bridge, which as announced above, will soon be 
completed. Construction trains and logging trains are running daily. 
 
HS (7 July 1911) Railroad Building Many Wagon Roads—A special representative of the 
Standard has just returned from a tour of observation along the right of way of the N.W.P.R.R. 
 Curiously enough, the new railroad is doing about as much wagon road building—
measured by distance covered—as it is of actual construction on the right of way. 
 One of the latest schemes is to push a wagon road down the bed of Eel River from Fort 
Seward to the old McCann’s mill. This seemingly impossible feat is being accomplished by 
using the gravel bars along the river and throwing pontoons across the deeper stretches where the 
river cannot be forded. The wagon road has already been constructed to a point near Camp 1 at 
the Filkins place. In the course of a week or 10 days, it will probably be possible to travel clear to 
Fort Seward by following the main river. 
 The gain in hauling will be considerable as the contractors, Klippel & McLean, will be 
able to transport their freight without making the long climb over the Fruitland Hill, as is done at 
present. The significance of this is likewise apparent when it is considered that thousands of tons 
of material and provisions must be hurried into the country before the fall rains set in. 
 This contracting firm has given out statements that they do not intend to be caught next 
winter the way they were last winter, when men had to lie idle for lack of supplies. When the 
wagon road is completed, it is expected that there will be greater activity than ever in the way of 
rushing supplies to the front. With a total of 750 men at work now, the number will shortly be 
increased to at least 1500 and this, too, will necessitate the use of much more material than at 
present. At present the contractors have 24 camps in all scattered at various points from the 
McCann mill on to the Fort. The largest camp is No. 1, located at the Filkins place, but inside 
two months the main or center camp will be moved as far as Camp 3. 
 Immense quantities of powder are being used every week. In a single blast exploded but a 
few days ago at a point opposite Squaw Mountain, 2000 kegs of powder were touched off. The 
hills for miles around shook with the blast which tumbled so much material into Eel River that 
the stream was temporarily dammed. Another blast a short distance higher up consisted of 1000 
kegs of powder. When it exploded, eye witnesses say it afforded a magnificent sight, great rocks 
careering high into the air for hundreds of feet. 
 At some steep bluffs, trouble is being experienced with slides… 
 Many Nations Represented—[worked include French, Greeks, ad Italians…] 
 One cause of delay has been due to lack of lumber, particularly for tunnel work. The 
McKee mill located about six miles beyond McCann’s is sawing lumber right on the ground; but 
is hardly able to supply the demand. 
 Klippel & McLean are getting ready to start work on quite a number of tunnels. Two of 
about 600 feet each are to be driven near the first big bend in the river beyond McCann’s mill. 
They will each take about two to three months to drive. Work has begun in earnest at the Island 
Mountain tunnel. 
 One more wagon road….28 miles from Covelo bridge to Island Mountain 
tunnel….railroad construction down Outlet Creek is now finished to the eighth crossing which is 
at the mouth of Long Valley Creek. This is 13 miles north of Willits. 
 HS (14 July 1911) Wagon Road to Run up Eel River--….it will be possible to take the wagon 
road at Dyerville and continue on up parallel to the railroad right of way to Fort Seward and 
Alder Point, thence to Island Mountain and so on clear to Long Valley…. 
 
HS (18 July 1911) To Send Photos to Congressman—Congressman Raker, who is working to 
secure a national redwood park for Humboldt, is to be furnished with several photographs of the 
redwoods, together with a mass of information concerning them within a short time. In a recent 
letter to Secretary Geo. A. Kellogg of the Humboldt Chamber of Commerce, he states that 
redwood and other Humboldt scenes would be most beneficial for him in his work. 
 
HS (2 Aug. 1911) Story of Progress on Railroad Right of Way—Returning on this morning’s 
train from Shively were four members of the Northwestern Pacific right of way surveying 
crew….From these gentlemen late news as to what is going on pertaining to the building of the 
railway were obtained, they having hiked into Shively from Fort Seward, a distance of 33 mles. 
 County Surveyor Conners with a crew of five men arrived at Fort Seward Monday and 
yesterday they went to work surveying out the town site, work that will keep them busy for the 
remaining months of the year at least. 
 McLean Smith, formerly of Oakland, manager of the ranch house now styled the Fort 
Seward hotel, has just completed a fine large dining room and is having furnishing built. The 
table legs, chairs, etc. are to be constructed out of the natural tree limbs, Mr. Smith is the agent 
on the site for the Mott Realty Co. as is also Mr. Taylor of this place, who is just now having a 
big lot of lumber hauled to be used in the construction of a residence. W.M. Crown has returned 
to Oakland but Mr. Bell is still at the ranch overseeing the work. 
 Saturday morning Clare Devoy with a crew of 30 men started work on the wagon road 
from Fort Seward to Alder Point. The road is over some very rough country and will require 
considerable time to complete. While building the wagon road, he, at the same time, clears the 
railway right of way. 
 The wagon road being built down the bed of Eel River is completed as far as Camp 2, 
located on Sonoma Flat, and fresh meat is hauled from Fort Seward three times a week, the Mott 
people slaughtering about 20 head of beef cattle per week to supply the railroad and Klippel & 
McLean camps. 
 A new camp, No. 4, has just been opened up between Camp 2 and Fort Seward. At Camp 
3, the steam shovel is working steadily. At the Dyerville bridge site, the Mercer-Fraser Co. now 
have two clamshell buckets working….Excavations having already been made for the two 
abutments and for one of the three piers. It is expected the driving of the 80-foot piling for the 
bridge will be started in a few days. When that is completed, the traveling crane will be put to 
work conveying the bridge steel, most of which is now scattered alongside the road between 
Scotia and Shively, awaiting the time when the Willett & Burr people have the contract done 
between Laribee Creek and the river so the railway construction gang can lay the rails, thus 
furnishing a means of transportation for the heavy bridge steel. On the Willett & Burr contract 
but slow progress is being made. Beyond Dyerville the steam shovel is making a big cut having 
started up yesterday after a several days’ shut down. 
 
HS (5 Aug. 1911) State Scenic Highway Meeting in S.F.—Advices received from San Francisco 
state that a meeting of representatives of the North Bay Counties Association is called to meet 
there today to discuss the question of the location of the proposed scenic state highway along the 
North California coast or some miles inland, traversing counties interested. 
 Humboldt County has sent no delegation. It is reported from Del Norte County that 
delegates have been sent from there, including representatives from the Board of supervisors and 
the Del Norte County Commercial Club. The official call issued: 
 “The North of Bay Counties has called a meeting at the Ferry Building, San Francisco, to 
decide on the route of the state highway along the coast. The plan is to build from the Oregon 
line to the Mexican line. The North of Bay Counties wishing to work in harmony called the 
meeting, inviting delegates from each of the seven counties.” 
 Two routes are talked of for Humboldt County. The route selected depends, at least 
partly, on the course taken through Mendocino County. One route would be by way of Willits to 
Cummings and thence over the proposed short cut and by an easy grade down the South Fork of 
Eel River to Eureka, and then on up to Orick, Requa and Crescent City. The other route would be 
a coast road through Fort Bragg to McKee’s near Shelter Cove, then to Briceland, Garberville 
and down the South Fork as before. 
 Mendocino County is engaged in a vigorous fight over the location of the proposed road. 
It is generally believed the State will authorize the construction of two main highways—one to 
traverse the San Joaquin and Sacramento valleys and the other to keep along the coast and run 
from San Diego to Los Angles, Santa Barbara, San Francisco via Eureka to Crescent City and 
Oregon. 
 
HS (5 Aug. 1911) Railroad Contractors Buying Fancy Mules—Humboldters coming in from the 
Shively-Dyerville-Fort Seward section where railroad construction is actively underway all tell 
of the immense amount of teaming that is being done. Klippel & McLean in particular are 
putting all the teams to work possible. In addition to hiring available teams, they have been 
importing draft animals from Montana. They have bought up many fine mules, one of these 
teams in particular is said to be the finest span of mules ever brought into Humboldt. It cost the 
concern $700. The animals are of enormous size and finely built. 
 The plan of this firm of contractors seems to be to rush supplies in as fast as possible so 
as to be able to continue present construction work all winter, even after the roads become 
impassable. In addition, they will probably draw on these reserves so as to be able to continue 
the construction on from Fort Seward to Alder Point and Island Mountain. This part of the 
contract is about to be let and the impression prevails that the Utah Construction Co. and their 
subcontractors Klippel & McLean will soon be awarded this work. 
 Speaking of the progress already made, H.F. Ferrill who recently tramped over the right 
of way, declares it is remarkable how much has been done from Fort Seward towards Dyerville. 
Owing to adverse conditions, the contractors have really been able to put in not to exceed six 
months’ work, yet the showing that has been made is said to warrant the expectation that before 
the end of the year, the road may be finished through to the Fort. They have about 1900 feet of 
tunnel work now underway in charge of five distinct crews. 
 Having finished the Laribee Creek bridge, the construction work on towads the Dyerville 
bridge is in progress and this will cut off another 10 miles of road and enable the contractors, the 
Mercer-Fraser Company, this winter to swing the steel into place and span Eel River just above 
the mouth of Sout Fork. 
 Reports from Island Mountain tunnel are very encouraging and indicate that vigorous 
work will be in progress there all winter from both sides. Work on the wagon road from Fort 
Seward to Alder Point is already underway.  
 
HS (7 Aug. 1911) Able Men Control State Road Work—The men who, as a board, are to 
supervise the expenditure of the $18,000,000 fund for the new state highways, are said to be all 
experienced road men [Charles Blaney, Burton Towne and N.D. Darlington] 
 Here in Humboldt, the Good Roads Club is expecting to hold a meeting soon to canvass 
the subject of securing a satisfactory location for the state highway that is expected will be built 
through Humboldt. 
 
HS (9 Aug. 1911) Railroad Soon to be at Dyerville—It is expected that the railroad track will be 
laid, that is temporary rails, will be laid to the scene of the Dyerville bridge within the next ten 
days or two weeks. The work of extending the rails from Laribee Creek on up the river to 
Dyerville has been in progress for some time….When the track is laid to that point, work on the 
structural steel bridge will be expected as it will then be possible for the local company [Mercer-
Fraser] to get their supplies in when needed. 
 
HS (9 Aug. 1911) Railroad Work Above Willits—The Willits News says that on Aug. 1, the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad commenced running regular passenger trains down Outlet Creek. 
AT present, the railroad is only completed to the eighth crossing, 12 ½ miles north of Willits, but 
a temporary bridge is now being put in and in a few days the trains can go a mile further to the 
place which has been selected for the Long Valley Creek station, which will be called Longvale, 
where a depot will be erected. A temporary platform has been erected at the place where the train 
now stops and the overland autos and stages meet the train there….[more] 
 
HS (9 Aug. 1911) H.L. Ricks of this city, chairman of the Humboldt Promotion Committee, has 
received his appointment as a member of the highway committee of the North of Bay Counties 
Association, which has been named to wait upon the state engineering department, etc. asking 
for the setting aside of a definite sum from the state highway fund for the construction of a road 
from Sausalito north through our various counties. [list of committee members from various 
counties]  
 
HS (19 Aug. 1911) The Good Roads Committee of Humboldt County met this morning in the 
office of President G.W. Conners. The principal business was appointing a committee to compile 
letters which will be sent to various committees throughout the state regarding the expenditure of 
the $18,000,000, appropriated by the State Legislature [ for highways].  
 
HS (22 Aug. 1911) Rail to Ft. Seward by Dec. 1—Fifty-five laborers for the railroad 
construction work arrived on the Topeka this morning, having been sent here by A Colmer, San 
Francisco labor agent for Willett and Burr. They were sent to Willett and Burr by a special 
train…. 
 Two carloads of structural steel which will be used in the construction of the Dyerville 
bridge by the Mercer-Fraser Company was today sent to Shively where it had been held for 
sometime via the temporary road to Dyerville. The bridge is progressing rapidly, shifts being 
worked day and night, and it is expected the rails sent out the line this morning will be put in 
place by the latter part of next week. 
 Arriving on the Topeka this morning was 250 tons of cement, the first shipment of a large 
consignment to the Northwestern Pacific which will be sent to the end of the line and which will 
be used for water ways, culverts, etc. on the gap between Dyerville and Fort Seward. According 
to present expectations, temporary rails will be laid to Fort Seward by the first of December. 
 
HS (4 Sept. 1911) To Confer About Spending $18,000,000—Word has been received by H.L. 
Ricks that a special meeting will be held in the Ferry Building  Sept. 11 to consider the question 
of good roads and in particular to debate the subject of securing a proper allotment of the State’s 
$18,000,000 fund for highways. 
 Mr. Ricks expects to attend as Humboldt has not yet had a voice in the various confabs 
which have been held….Two coast routes are talked of leading north from San Francisco to the 
Oregon line, but Eureka is especially well fixed because no route can be taken without going 
right through this city…. 
 
HS (5 Sept. 1911) Right of Way Has Been Logged Out—The work of clearing the seven-mile, 
100-foot right of way for the Northwestern Road on the Willett & Burr contract near Fruitland, 
began last year by Geo. Newell, the pioneer logger, is completed. In the trees that have been 
felled, it is estimated there are 20,000,000 feet of lumber. The logs from this which have been 
left lying on the ground have been sold to the Holmes-Eureka Lumber Co. and it is expected that 
by next spring the road will have been built through this stretch when the hauling of the logs to 
Eureka will be commenced. 
 
HS (7 Sept. 1911) Ricks to Attend Highway Meeting—With instructions from the Humboldt 
County Good Roads Committee, H.L. Ricks left today on the Topeka for San Francisco to attend 
a meeting of delegates from the North of Bay Counties, at which time a route for the state 
highway will be settled upon…. 
 
HS (8 Sept. 1911) Good Progress Reported on Railroad Construction; Will Work on Tunnels 
This Winter; To Complete Road by 1913; Ready for Rails—Fort Seward. Good progress is 
reported along this end of the railroad. The impression prevails here that the line will be open to 
San Francisco by 1913, as promised. Klippel & McLelan are prepared to open up another new 
camp here. They even went to the expense of $3000 to put in a wagon road three miles long in 
order to transport supplies. 
 Four or five camps are established by them now, their fartest camp being about 35 miles 
beyond Dyerville. Their system of work is very practical. They establish stations 30 feet apart, 
each with two to six men for each station. In several places the road is now down to grade and all 
ready for the laying of rails. One of their large tunnels is already completed. Temporary tracks 
are laid and trains are now running to within 400 feet of the Dyerville bridge. Two work trains a 
day run out from Eureka carrying supplies for the road. 
 Contractors Willett & Burr have turned over their engine to Engineer Marriner of the  
N.W.P.R.R Co. This firm has about six miles of road to build to complete their contract. Word 
from Island Mountain says that the tunnel will be operated all winter from both sides with crews 
of 50 to 75 men. It is expected to have it finished by Dec. 31, 1912. C.W. Gibbs, the Utah 
Construction Company’s superintendent says that he expects to see the entire road finished by 
the summer of 1913 and running. 
 The Willits News gives this account of the progress being made on the southern end: 
 Last week the writer inspected the entire section of the new railroad construction work, 
which extends from Longvale, the present terminus, to a point about two miles above Two 
Rivers. This section is nearly 20 miles in length and the work is being done by the Utah 
Construction Co. This company subcontracts the work in what is called “station work” and 
which varies in length to suit the subcontractor. Under this system, men are strung out all along 
the line and naturally, some finish their station before others. 
 The easy grading is now practically finished and ready for the railroad ties and rails. The 
uncompleted portion consists of five bridges, five tunnels and some heavy cuts. The cement 
abutments for the bridges are now being built and as fast as the track is laid to bridge sites, the 
bridge crew follows up and builds the bridges. First they erect a temporary wooden structure and 
then the heavy iron parts are hauled out and put in position and the riveters fasten the parts 
together. All of the bridge material is now stored in the Willits yard ready to be hauled out. 
 Some of the short tunnels are completed and the others are being pierced from both ends 
and are rapidly nearing completion. They will all be finished by November 1, if not sooner. 
 What impressed us most with the work was the solid, substantial and permanent character 
of the roadbed. Instead of the old fashioned wooden culverts, they are making fills with a cement 
pipe at the lowest place to drain the water. On the upper edge of the right of way, a ditch is dug 
to drain the water to the nearest culvert. 
 The heaviest grade between Willits and Eureka is only 7-10 of one percent and the 
greatest curve is only 10 degrees. There is very little of this kind of road but even that is 
something remarkable for a mountain railroad. Every few miles a short side track will be put in 
and about every 12 miles they are planning depot sites and at these points there are two long side 
tracks. Everything points to this railroad becoming a link in a transcontinental line that may 
eventually reach from Alaska to Panama. It would not pay to build a local railroad in this 
manner. 
 Willits is almost exactly halfway between San Francisco and Eureka. It is 137.87 miles 
from San Francisco and about 141 to Eureka. Here the railroad company has secured possession 
of a large tract of land for the repair shops, tanks, and other necessary adjuncts for a division 
point….Longvale is 13 ½ miles north of Willits and is the temporary terminus…. 
 
HS (15 Sept. 1911) For State Highway from Vancouver to Mexico—H.L. Ricks returned last 
evening overland from San Francisco where he attended a convention of representatives of the 
North of Bay Counties Association as delegate from Humboldt to consider the matter of the 
proposed state highway. The meeting of the delegates was followed by a meeting of the whole 
association at which the work of the delegates in the matter of the highway was endorsed and a 
resolution was adopted by the association of seven counties, favoring the building of the two 
main highways contemplated by the Act of the Legislature appropriating $18,000,000 for the 
project…. 
 At the meeting there were two discordant notes sounded….Acting under his instruction, 
Mr. Ricks took no part in these controversies as it makes no difference to Eureka which route is 
chosen….It would seem from developments that the proposed highway to be built in California 
is only part of a proposition that cover practically the entire Pacific Coast…. 
 
HS (15 Sept. 1911) Dyerville. Practically the only straight piece of road on the Northwestern 
Pacific is the 4000 feet that is to run through the proposed site for a Redwood Park at Camp 
Grant. The road here runs through a wonderful avenue in the grove of immense trees and will be 
one of the wonders of the Pacific Coast. It will make the Eureka railroad famous the world over. 
The balance of the road along Eel River is, of course, very crooked. [more] 
 
BLA (16 Sept. 1911) As to the State Highway; Information Asked by the Commission; To All 
Boards of Supervisors; To the End that $18,000,000 Appropriation May be Wisely Spent--
….[letter from Sacramento, Sept. 8, 1911 to Boards of Supervisors] 
 For the purpose of the more quickly obtaining all data possible, upon which to base our 
final decision as the most feasible route for the State Highway System through your portion of 
the State, we would ask your hearty co-operation, and would request that you submit to the 
Commission, as soon as you can conveniently, a complete map of your County, drawn to a scale 
of one-half inch to the mile, having indicated thereon the route or routes most desired for such 
Highway System with additional data of the population and assessed values of all towns and any 
other data valuable under the circumstances. Very respectfully, California Highway 
Commission, Barton A. Towne, Chas. D. Blaney, N.D. Darlington 
  
 
HS (19 Sept. 1911) [Board of Supervisors appoints County Surveyor G.W. Conners as the 
County’s delegate to the advisory board of the State Engineering Dept. in the matter of the 
expenditure of the $18,000,000 for state highways] 
 
HS (10 Oct. 1911) Fred Smythe of the Overland Auto Co. came in last evening, having brought a 
party by auto from Fort Seward….Next season Mr. Smythe will begin running his cars the first 
of May and will operate them from Fort Seward to Longvale, as the railroad will be carrying 
passengers to those points by the time the auto service is put on. 
 
HS (10 Oct. 1911) Railroad Men to Work All Winter—Railroad work is progressing favorably 
south of Dyerville…and the construction crews will be able to work during the winter as supplies 
in large quantities have been carried into the various camps….Next season, Fred Symthe will put 
on two large auto trucks to freight materials and supplies into the tunnel camps at Island 
Mountain. 
 
HS (27 Oct. 1911) Highway Commissioners Praise Humboldt Scenery—The three state highway 
commissioners, Burton Towne, Charles Blaney and N.D. Darlington, arrived in Eureka on last 
evening’s train in company with County Surveyor Conners…has been extending the courtesies 
to them by taking them over the probable route to be followed in laying out a coast highway. The 
three commissioners each expressed himself charmed with the scenic beauties of Humboldt…. 
 
HS (30 Dec. 1911) Splendid Progress is Railroad Building…the building of the Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad to connect Humboldt with the outside world will proceed much more rapidly in 
the future than in the past. The drawbacks, obstacles, hindrances which have made the work so 
slow in the past having now all been eliminated and the work will be pushed from both ends of 
the line. 
 It was positively announced that the road at this end will be completed and operating as 
far as Fort Seward by the middle of May. The road will be completed up to the mouth of the 
Island Mountain tunnel on this end before Jan. 1, 1913. 
 On the other end of the work, the Utah Construction Company has practically completed 
the contract but Mr. Puter was told by the officials that in order to keep this big company on the 
ground during the winter, the contract has been overlapped by an additional seven miles and the 
company will work throughout the winter on the new work. 
 Early in the spring the contract for the remainder of the work will be let….By May 1913, 
through trains will doubtless be running between Eureka and San Francisco.  
 
BLA (3 Feb. 1912) Cream of County News—The Utah Construction Company was last Saturday 
awarded a contract to build seven miles of railroad for the Northwestern Pacific Company 
beginning at a point 30 miles of Willits. Most of the work will be completed by early spring and 
will mark the completion of the railroad almost to the south portal of the Island Mountain 
tunnel…. 
 
BLA (9 March 1912) Dyerville R.R. Bridge—Construction work on the Dyerville railroad bridge 
will be started about April 1, according to Manager Frank W. Dinsmore of the Mercer Fraser Co. 
which conern holds the contract for the construction…. 
 
BLA (13 April 1912) National Park for Humboldt; Resolution by Congressman Raker [text of 
resolution] 
 
BLA (13 April 1912) Cream of County News—The counties including Humboldt that are 
interested in the route of the great state highway that will run up the coast from San Francisco to 
the Oregon line, having now signified their intention to furnish free rights of way and bridge to 
the Highway Commission, State Highway Engineer Austin B. Fletcher has announced that 
everything is in readiness to begin actual construction within a few weeks…. 
 
BLA (13 April 1912) One Hundred Miles a Month; Of State Highway Will be Constructed—
Nearly 100 miles of state highway are to be constructed each month….At this rate the 
contemplated 2300 miles of road will quickly be constructed….As the state bond issue for 
highways provides for $18,000,000 for this purpose, the new roads must not cost more than 
$7000 per mile average. Fifteen surveying parties consisting of 175 men have been at work 
compiling the data, beginning their work Feb. 23…. 
 
BLA (25 May 1912) Cream of County News—The southbound Northwestern Pacific passenger 
train Saturday morning was the first to go to the new station of the road at South Fork, the bridge 
to the Dyerville side of the river where the through passengers boarded the auto stage. Last fall 
construction trains operated over the temporary bridge. A station building will soon be erected at 
South Fork. 
 
BLA (17 Aug. 1912) Cream of County News—The Mercer Fraser Company of San Francisco 
and Eureka was awarded a contract by the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Co. to construct all the 
masonry work, arches and bridges on the right of way between Island Mountain tunnel and Fort 
Seward….The two largest structures will be the steel bridges over Eel river at Cain Rock and the 
bridge over Fort Seward Creek. The bridge over Eel river will be on quarter larger than the 
Dyerville bridge, recently completed by Mercer-Fraser and similar in type. The concrete piers for 
the Cain Rock bridge will be five feet higher than the piers for the Dyerville bridge. The bridge 
over Fort Seward Creek will be almost a duplicate of the Laribee Creek bridge.  
 
DNT (1 Nov. 1912) Trees To State?—At the September session of the California Highway 
Commission, the following resolution was adopted: 
 That it be the policy of the Commission that standing timber on rights of way of state 
highways in the forest districts of the state be preserved, and that rights of way be acquired with 
the standing timber thereon and that land owners be encouraged to leave timber uncut for a 
considerable distance on both sides of state highways in order to enhance the scenic beauty and 
attractiveness through wooded portions of California. 
 
HT (11 March 1913) Will Start on Highway in Humboldt—State highway surveyors now located 
at Red Mountain creek will move their supplies and more to Garberville within a month, 
according to word received by County Engineer George Conners. 
 Immediately after the plans of the state highway from the Mendocino-Humboldt line are 
finished and this county has secured a right-of-way, it is said the highway commission will 
advertise for bids to have the 27 miles of road construction. Another stretch which is also to see 
actual construction work this summer is that between Rattlesnake Summit and the Leggett valley 
in Mendocino county. 
 
HT (4 April 1913) Redwood Park Activity Holds Kent’s Interest—Congressman William Kent, 
representing the First California District, has informed the Humboldt Promotion and 
Development Committee that he will be unable to attend the Good Roads convention to be held 
in this city next August. In a letter, he makes a strong, earnest plea for redhot action toward 
securing the establishment of a redwood park near Fortuna, a matter in which he has always 
shown the greatest interest, together with Gifford Pinchot, the great [proponent] of conservation 
of natural resources. 
 Kent expressed the hope that the committee would consider this question a matter of the 
highest importance to the general welfare of the community and would spare no effort to get the 
project underway. He said, “If this wonderfully beautiful scenic attraction is lost to you, you will 
have parted with an asset the value of which cannot now be appreciated.” 
 At a meeting of the development committee to be held this morning, pursuant to this 
recommendation of Congressman Kent, a sub-committee will be appointed to take the matter up 
in a thorough manner. 
 
HS (10 Jan. 1914) Delegates from all parts of the county are in session at the Unitarian Church 
today, having come as representatives of the Humboldt County Federation of Women’s Clubs. 
The proposed redwood park, landmarks for various historical sections of the county and matters 
of general club interest are being discussed….”How Shall We Acquire a Redwood Park for 
Humboldt County?” was the subject of an interesting address by G.H. Burchard…. 
 
HS (17 Feb. 1914) Ukiah—Bonds are Bought by Mendocino—At the meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors this week, it was voted to buy $150,000 of State Highway bonds. This is provided 
the money will be expended in the county to complete the highway from Hopland to Ukiah and 
from Forsythe Creek bridge to join the piece this side of Willits. 
 
HS (20 Feb. 1914) Board of Supervisors meeting next week…it is understood that the 
Supervisors will again be asked to purchased State Highway bonds in the sum of 
$600,000….The survey for the State Highway between this city and San Francisco is now being 
rapidly completed and the engineers are anxious to see the necessary funds on hand so that actual 
construction work can begin. Preliminary surveys made at Alton and in vicinity of Fortuna 
indicate that the present route south through the county will be greatly reduced in length with 
construction of the state highway. 
 The state highway will not follow the county road for any distance from the ferry at Rio 
Dell to Alton across McDermitt Prairie, but starting at the ferry will parallel the railroad keeping 
to the left and not crossing it until after Alton is passed…. 
 
HS (23 Feb. 1914) Highway Commission Frank Stern has written the Humboldt Promotion 
Committee to say that Humboldt County can have its share of the State Highway this year if the 
Supervisors will act immediately on the purchase of a portion of the bonds now on the market. 
 
HS (24 Feb. 1914) Purchase Bonds of State—Board adopted resolution…to purchase State 
Highway bonds in the sum of $150,000. This means that the earl completion of the highway to 
this city is assured. 
 
HS (9 March 1914) [Delegates from Humboldt go to Sacramento to meet with State Highway 
Commission[ It is the intention of the delegation to have the Commission set aside a sufficient 
amount of bonds for this county to insure the construction of the highway through Humboldt 
while at the same time assurance will be sought regarding the building of the road through to San 
Francisco and the dates for the possible completion…. 
 
HS (12 March 1914) County Is The Lead; Others Now Buy Highway Bonds; Sonoma 
Enthusiastic Over Humboldt’s Action. 
 
HS (16 March 1914) [report from Sacramento…that the Commission has placed itself on record 
to start work immediately on the Highway from the Mendocino line through Humboldt to the 
Del Norte line. The survey for the entire line of road is to be rushed and it is the intention of the 
Commission to let a contract per month in Humboldt and to complete the more important 
sections first. 
 
HS (1 April 1914) Sacramento—Isaac C. Allen, railroad contractor, who has done much of the 
grading on the route of the Northwestern Pacific railroad has submitted the lowest bid for the 
construction of the first section of the State Highway in Humboldt County. This section begins at 
the county line and reaches northward toward Garberville….The announcement that the letting 
of the first road contract is now impending means that the recent purchase of highway bonds in 
the sum of $150,000 by this county is to bear almost immediate fruit. Further purchase will be 
coincidental with the rapid construction of the highway, which will be completed inside of a 
year. 
 
HS (2 April 1914) Bids on Road—Bids for the construction of 4½ miles of the State Highway 
from the southern boundary of Humboldt County northward were as follows: Berry, Mackee & 
Co., San Francisco $45,000 [all rounded] Hard Bros, Sacramento, $53,000; Fairbanks & Bechtel, 
Willits, $54,000; Isaac Allen, San Francisco, $43,000; G.W. Connors, Eureka, $64,000. 
 
HS (4 April 1914) To Open Many Bids; Highway Work Covers State….Sonoma Co. from 
Cloverdale to northern boundary, 4 ½ miles, grading; Mendocino 6 ½ miles grading Forsyth 
Creek to Ridgewood….[many others] 
 
HS (8 April 1914) An ardent campaign for membership as well as for increased interest among 
the women in the work of the Women’s Tri-State Good Roads Association, which already is a 
thriving organization, is now in progress….The leaders in this organization are now busy 
sending out material pointing out the large work which women can do in connection with road 
improvement… 
 
HS (27 April 1914) According to State Highway Commissioner C.F. Stern, who is in the city, 
Humboldt County occupies a unique position with reference to the State Highway. Not only was 
Humboldt’s pledge of $1,250,000 subscription for State Highway bonds the first but it is the 
largest. Also the county will have the largest mileages of State Highway of any county in the 
State. Moreover, the conditions are such that contracts for the work can be let every five weeks 
and that all of the work can be prosecuted at the same time…. 
 
HS (29 April 1914) Will Urge Redwood Park—The State Federation of Women’s Clubs began 
its session at Riverside yesterday with a large attendance. One of the subjects of interest to 
Humboldt that will come before the Federation will be securing of a National Redwood Park for 
this county. 
 This matter will be brought up through a letter from the joint meeting of the County 
Federation of Women’s Clubs and the Humboldt Promotional Committee and will particularly be 
called to the attention of Mrs. Lovell White, California’s delegate to the National Federation of 
Women’s Club to meet in Chicago in June. In the National Federation, Mrs. White is chairman 
of the Women’s Forestry Committee and will undoubtedly urge the endorsement of the National 
Federation, representing 2,000,000 women of this country. 
 In addition to the letter sent the Federation of Clubs at Riverside, Secretary Irvine of the 
joint meeting here and of the Promotions Committee has sent similar letters to every Senator and 
Representative. The circular letter is as follows: 
 “Dear Sir: 
 “I respectfully call your attention to the fact that a bill is now before Congress which 
seeks to preserve a large tract of redwood trees for a National Park. Under the provisions of 
House Resolution No. 4, the Congressional Committee is empowered to visit the largest groves 
of these rapidly disappearing wonders—majestic trees that were old before the Man of Nazareth 
was born—for the purpose of selecting a virgin forest of massive growth for a National Park. 
 “I am writing in behalf of this organization and a large number of Women’s Clubs, 
Chambers of Commerce, Boards of Trade, conservation organizations and other combinations of 
the best citizens of Northern California who are trying to preserve some of our mighty redwood 
forests for a National Park 
 “These wonderful trees, as you doubtless know, are the oldest and most majestic of all 
the sky-piercing Sequoia sempervirens that were God’s first temples. I enclose a picture for your 
inspection, though no picture of an object so majestic can ever convey more than a suggestion of 
the original 
 “It is evident that if the children of tomorrow are to be permitted to see these precious 
relics of prehistoric America—sublime survivors of far-away centuries—there is an urgent need 
of immediate conservation for the tracts closest to the railroad and the State Highway are 
disappearing before the woodmen from the mills at the rate of three or four thousand acres each 
year. 
 “It is believed that no spectacle that California can offer the tourist from the East or from 
foreign countries will ever equal the mighty redwoods, for which reason it would be a shame if 
they were destroyed before practical conservation might take care of them. 
 “Won’t you go on record as earnestly in favor of speedy Congressional action on this 
vital measure?”  
 
HS (4 May 1914) More Work on Highway Announced….for grading 7.3 miles in Humboldt 
County from Dyerville to Shively. 
 
HS (27 May 1914) First Train from the South Reaches Portal of Island Mt. Tunnel; Passenger 
Trains to run before close of present year; Lay Last Rail Within 90 Days. 
 
HS (3 June 1914) Gap Narrows Down to But Three Miles—Exclusive of bridges only three 
miles of track remain to be laid on the NWP extension…. 
 
HS (5 June 1914) Charles Willis Ward, who has originated a project for the purchase by the 
people and the government of about 14,000 acres of redwood timberlands in Humboldt and Del 
Norte counties from his co-heirs in the David Ward estate for a National Redwood Park, feels 
very much elated today over the way matters are progressing…. 
 
HS (13 June 1914) [Bd. of Sups from Mendocino in Humboldt to talk with Supervisors about 
highway] It appears that Mendocino county, not being overburdened with wealth, comes to her 
rich neighbor of Humboldt to ask aid in a project that will prove of value to both counties and 
that is to secure the building of a stretch of State Highway between Cummings and the Humboldt 
county line to open up the South Fork of Eel River country in this county….this stretch is about 
30 miles of which Mendocino feels only able to secure the building of 15 miles through the 
purchase of State Highway bonds….[Humboldt will help by finding purchasers of the bonds] 
 
HS (25 June 1914) Palmer Says Road Will Be Completed During September; Great Celebration 
to Welcome Arrival of the “Sequoia Special”—No unforeseen difficulties arising in the 
meantime, the celebration marking the completion of the NWP railway will be held early in 
October under the auspices of the Eureka Development Association. 
 The occasion will be characterized by special excursion trains from S.F. and Eureka 
carrying hundreds of Humbolters and former Humboldters, a spike driving ceremony at the point 
where the rails of the northern and southern divisions of the road are found, a triumphal entry 
into Eureka by the two big specials and a mammoth celebration in this city…. 
 
HS (11 July 1914) Highway Work Is Rushing--….To the south of here, Engineer Somner reports 
work progressing rapidly on the Bechtel and Fairbanks contract from Garberville south, 150 men 
are at work and they are expected to finish this contract in September. Berry and Mackay 
building five miles to the Mendocino County line have 100 men and expect to finish in October, 
while Frank Smith who has just begun his contract from Pepperwood to Dyerville on South Fork 
has 150 men. In August contracts for two additional stretches in this county will be let. As far as 
possible, the road is being made permanent by surfacing with concrete or bitumen. Of course, 
this is not possible on the stretches in the river canyons which had to be graded out of the side 
hills, for time must be given for the fills to settle. However, it is the intention to keep all of the 
road passable throughout the winter.  
 
HS (21 July 1914) Showing that all the surveys are ordered on the State Highway between 
Sausalito and Crescent City and that a large part of this road is now covered by contract or is 
already completed, the last issue of the official bulletin of the California State Highway 
Commission contains a summary of the progress which has been made to date. North of Eureka 
to Crescent City, no work has been done but the surveys have been ordered…. 
 Humboldt Sec. A, from the south boundary to Garberville; 10.3 miles; survey completed. 
A1, laid out as State Highway Sept. 24, 1913. Contract No. 44 awarded Oct. 29, 1913 to 
Fairbanks and Bechtel; 5.5 miles; road to be graded 18 feet wide; probable total cost $56,360; 
cost per mile $10,266; amount of contract completed as of May 16, 1914, 4%. 
A2, laid out as State Highway March 25, 1914; contract No. 66 awarded April 12, 1914 to Berry, 
Mackle & Co.; 4.6 miles; road to be graded 18 feet wide; probable total cost $52,535; cost per 
mile $11,470. 
Section B from Garberville to Miranda; surveys completed; plans in progress; length 16.1 miles 
Section C from Miranda to Dyerville; surveys completed; plans in progress; length 13.9 miles 
Section D from Dyerville to opposite Elinor; survey completed; length 11.2 miles 
D. laid out as State Highway May 17, 1914; contract No. 71 awarded June 10, 1914 to Smith and 
Connors, 7.3 miles; graded to 18 feet; probably cost $47,690; $6,530 per mile. 
Section E from opposite Elinor to Rio Dell; surveys completed; plans in progress; 10 miles. 
Section F, Rio Dell to Fortuna; 11 miles; survey completed. 
Section G Fortuna to Eureka; 17 miles; survey completed 
Sections H, I, J, K, north from Eureka; surveys ordered 
Del Norte Co. Section A from south line to Crescent City; survey ordered 
 
HS (25 July 1914) Launch Plans Today; Celebration Now a Definite Thing—[various delegates 
to meeting, chambers of commerce, Board of Trade, etc, Eureka Development Association; H.M. 
Devoy, Capt. Walter Coggeshall; planning for railroad celebration, more] 
 One positive action taken by the meeting was the naming of E.R. Freeman, formerly of 
this city, but now of San Francisco, official photographer of the celebration. Mr. Freeman will 
soon start over the road taking views for San Francisco papers which will feature the celebration 
and his official standing with the committee here, it is figured, will greatly assist him in his work 
and at the same time be to the advantage of the county from an advertising standpoint. 
 
HS (5 Aug. 1914) The Humboldt Chamber of Commerce has received from the State Highway 
Commission maps, plans and specifications for two sections of highway, Miranda to Dyerville, 
14 miles and from opposite Shively to Jordan Creek opposite Elinor, 5 miles; bids to be in by 
Aug. 10. 
 
HS (10 Aug. 1914) War Sweeps Europe 
 
HS (5 Sept. 1914) Railroad To Carry 1000 People From Eureka to Cain Rock [celebration 
committee reports on plans] 
 
HS (19 Sept. 1914) Railroad Completed; Great Red Letter Day for Humboldt; Last Rails on 
Eureka-San Francisco Line Will Go Down Tonight; N.W.P. Is Anxious That Celebration Take 
Place Oct. 23. 
 
HS (28 Sept. 1914) Plans for Railroad Celebration Are Maturing At Very Encouraging Rate. 
 
HS (29 Sept. 1914) Oct. 23 Is Date Named; First Train to Leave Sausalito. 
 
HS (3 Oct. 1914) Trip to City is 12-Hour Travel; Eureka and Sausalito Headquarters for 
Trainmasters; Willits Is Division Point; Tunnel Ready. 
 
HS (10 Oct. 1914) First Pictures of New Bridge Shown General Committee—The first views of 
Cain Rock Crossing that have been seen in this city were brought to Eureka by Official 
Photographer E.R. Freeman of the Humboldt Railroad Celebration Committee and shown at the 
meeting of the committee last evening. The big bridge is over 900 feet long. Freeman displayed 
several very excellent panorama pictures of the structure. A week ago a picture was made of the 
special train of President W.S. Palmer of the NWP while crossing the bridge. 
 Freeman stated last evening that upon his return to San Francisco in the next two or three 
days, he would begin arrangements to come back over the line of the NWP with a motion picture 
machine. It is probable that he will come up on the train of empty coaches which will leave 
Sausalito a day or two in advance of the excursion to come to Eureka to take care of the 
Humboldt excursionists to Cain Rock Crossing. He will be accompanied by Ray Dunham of the 
Mutual Film Company. 
 The motion picture of the NWP will be 3000 feet long, made up of 1000 feet of the 
scenic railway; 1000 feet of the spike-driving ceremonies and 1000 feet of street scenes in 
Eureka and other Humboldt County towns. Freeman suggests that every possible effort be made 
to make the automobile parade for the second day of the celebration the biggest feature of the 
kind in the history of the county, and promises to make a good motion picture of it. [more] 
 
HS (23 Oct. 1914) First Train Here; Hundreds at Cain Rock; Years of Labor, Now a Railroad for 
Humboldt. 
 
HS (19 Dec. 1914) Progress on Road Good—There are four sections of the highway now under 
construction in this county….Three of the contracts form a continuous stretch of road between 
Elinor and Miranda. Crowley and Cloney have the contract between Elinor and Pepperwood and 
have until spring to complete the work. From Pepperwood to Dyerville, the work is nearing 
completion by contractors Smith and Connors, while work on the Dyerville-Miranda contract by 
A.J. Fairbanks has only recently been started. The fourth section is that between Beatrice and 
Elinor on which Elsemore and Jacobs contractors have until January to finish. 
 
HS (21 Dec. 1914) Women Ask the Aid of Federation—On Saturday the Redwood Park 
Committee of the Federated Women’s Clubs of the county met at the home of Mrs. James P. 
Mahan on I Street. It was voted to enlist the aid of the State Federation of Women’s Clubs 
through the department of Forestry to assist in securing an appropriation from the state 
Legislature…. 
 
HS (1 Jan. 1915) State Highway Commission C.F. Stern…reports that the contract of Smith and 
Connors between Dyerville and Pepperwood is practically ready for acceptance and that the 
Table Bluff contract will be ready about Feb. 1…. 
 In two weeks, the Commission will advertise for bids for constructing the Garberville-
Miranda section and is also about ready to advertise the Rio Dell-Pepperwood section. These 
sections will close the gap and complete the road in Humboldt to the southern county line. 
 “With the letting of these contracts,” said Commissioner Stern, “it will be up to 
Humboldt County to raise money to finance the contracts, as the Commission will then have let 
contracts in the county at least $25,000 in excess of the bonds already purchased from the state 
by Humboldt, and in order to expedite the work, it will be necessary for the County to handle 
more of the bonds.” 
 
HS (12 Jan. 1915) Progress Made on Road—The condition of the work on the State Highway in 
Humboldt county is shown in the following summary taken from the report of the State Highway 
Commission for the month of December. 
 Section A-1 South boundary line to Garberville, 10.3 miles; survey completed. Laid out 
as State Highway Sept. 24, 1913, contract awarded Oct. 29, 1913 to Fairbanks and Bechtel, 5.5 
miles; road to be graded 18 feet wide; contract completed. 
 A-2 Berry, Machie [sp. ?] & Co. 4.6 miles; road graded; contract completed. 
 B. Garberville to Miranda, 15.7 miles; surveys, plans and estimates completed. 
 C. Miranda to Dyerville, Fairbanks and Bechtel, 15.5% completed. 
 D-1. Dyerville to opposite Elinor, work practically completed. 
 D-2, Crowley and Cloney, 8.6% completed. 
 E. Elinor to Rio Dell, surveys completed; plans in progress. 
 F. Rio Dell to Fortuna, surveys completed, plans in progress. 
 G. Fortuna to Eureka, 18 miles, 34.4% completed. 
 H. Eureka to Arcata, 12 miles, survey completed. 
 I. Arcata to Trinidad, 15.4 miles, survey in progress. 
 J. Trinidad to Orick, 22.5 miles, surveys in progress. 
 K. Orick to County line, 16 miles. 
 
HS (5 Feb. 1915) [storm, flooding] Dyerville—Damage at Dyerville is Heavy; State Highway 
Entirely Blocked—With the State Highway from Dyerville to Pepperwood demoralized by slides 
and washouts, the railroad broken and wrecked at scores of points, the banks of the river cut 
away to the main street of Dyerville, and the timbered mountain sides desolated by slides at 
many points, it was possible today to take inventory of the storm damage done here…. 
 On the State Highway, the Smith and Connors contract which was completed last 
summer and which runs from here to Pepperwood is in a terrible condition. Scores of slides and 
washouts have placed it in a condition which makes it decidedly uncertain as to when traffic can 
be resumed over it. 
 The railroad damage can be summarized in almost the same terms as that of the State 
Highway, slides and washouts, together with damaged trestles and the settling of the tracks at 
many points completely closes. 
 The road camp of Fairbanks and Bechtel who are handling one of the State Highway 
contracts was completely carried away by the river [more]. 
 
HS (10 Feb. 1915) Purchase Land for Highway…rights of way for State Highway authorized by 
Board of Supervisors. 
 
HS (10 Feb. 1915) The $150,000 of California State Highway bonds owned by the county were 
sold to Byrne and McDonald on San Francisco for $142,880…. 
 
HS (11 Feb. 1915) County Treasurer J.E. Hodgson was authorized by the Board of Supervisors 
to purchase $200,000 worth of California State Highway bonds….The money paid into the state 
for bonds for each county is used in that county. The action of the Board guarantees the 
completion of the State Highway through Humboldt county. 
 
HS (12 Feb. 1915) $600,000 Paid for Bonds; $100,000 for road in Mendocino; Development 
Association Intends to Keep Matter Alive Until Work is Completed. [long article] 
 
HS (11 March 1915) Work for National Parks, Berkeley, March 11—Perhaps the most important 
meeting ever held in the interest of national park development is that which opened today at the 
University of California. The government has lent its aid to bringing together the park experts of 
the country. 
 The meeting lent itself enthusiastically to the “See America First” movement. That the 
development of the American park system had been little appreciated by the travelling public up 
to this time was the general opinion expressed. Now that travelers who made Europe their 
holiday ground were forced by the war to remain in America, hope was expressed that the great 
National Parks will be the Mecca of travelers during the present year….  
 Road construction in the parks, the problem of caring for the visitors, he extermination of 
insect pests, the encouragement of wildlife by transfer of best specimens, the fighting of forest 
fires, the beautifying of parks, he patrol and ranger service, and many other subjects are on the 
program. 
 The meeting was arranged by Stephen G. Mather, Assistant to the Secretary of the 
Interior…. 
 
HS (16 March 1915) Road May Run Across Marsh; Consider Highway Route—Tentative plans 
looking to the construction of a bridge across Freshwater Slough at the eastern limit of Fourth 
Street so that the State Highway from the south may continue in a direct line through the City 
and across the marsh toward Arcata were discussed at a special meeting of the State Highway 
Committee of the Eureka Development Association. The meeting was called in order that the 
members of the committee might confer with State Highway Engineer F.A. Somner who arrived 
from Willits. 
 For some time, it has been a question with the highway engineer as to whether it would 
be better to proceed to Arcata over the present route with its steep hill at Ryan’s Slough or take a 
short cut across the marsh. Somner indicated that the latter plan is now favored by the highway 
engineers and if ultimately adopted, will make necessary the construction of lift bridge across 
Freshwater Slough. Inasmuch as the site of the proposed bridge is within the city limits, the City 
will be asked to stand the cost of construction. 
 Arcata residents are said to be in favor of the “across the marsh” route, as it will mean 
that an automobile journey of about 20 minutes will then bring them to this city…. 
 
HS (18 March 1915) May Pay Bill on Bonds—Humboldt County will assist Mendocino County 
in the matter o financing the construction of the State Highway, this County to shoulder 
$500,000 worth of highway bonds in order that there be no delay in the road building. 
 As was indicated in the Standard, Mendocino County is not in a position to facilitate the 
construction of the highway by the purchase and sale of bonds in the manner so successfully 
carried out by this county. 
 To prevent this isolation of the completed road in Humboldt County [Board needs to help 
Mendocino] 
 
HS (29 March 1915) Statement made on the Highway—[letter from C.F. Stern to City] The 
Highway Commission early established the precedent of doing no construction work inside the 
limits of incorporated cities or towns….This precedent has caused our work to end at the city 
limits in all cases, just as it will end at the city limits of the City of Eureka, north and south. 
 
HS (8 May 1915) In a determined effort to prevent the isolation of that part of the State Highway 
soon to be completed in this county, the Eureka Development Association has just adopted 
resolutions calling on the State Highway Commission to take all possible steps toward closing 
the gap between Willits and the Humboldt County line, 12 miles. 
 
HS (11 May 1915) Goodrich Co. Issues Humboldt Road Map…Mendo-Humboldt 
line…north…Garberville; Phillipsville—Miranda—South Fork Dyerville—Pepperwood 
(Shively), Elinor, Scotia, Rio Dell, etc. 
 
HS (12 May 1915) Assurance has been received from the State Highway Commission that the 
construction of the highway between the county line and Willits will not be delayed despite the 
fact that Mendocino County has refused to purchase bonds to finance the work. 
 
HS (22 May 1915) Second Section. Humboldt County Bids Your Welcome; Goodrich Map and 
panorama of Eureka; Big promotional about how wonderful Humboldt County is 
 Eureka Is Modern City and Center of Great Territory by Charles Roberts, Secretary of 
Eureka Development Association. 
 Others articles: Fruit Can Be Grown In Plenty; Mining Is Important Industry; Port of 
Eureka Is Busy; Prices of Land Not High; Photo of Fernbridge; Humboldt Has Farm Advisor; 
Several real estate ads; Fishing. 
 
HS (22 May 1915) Motor the Ideal Way To See It—Every year hundreds of tourists pass through 
Humboldt County….From San Francisco, the trip to Eureka is a revelation. It leads, after 
crossing into Humboldt County, first through miles and miles of bald hills where stock raising is 
the chief industry and then into the redwood belt where the giants of the forests tower and tangle 
300 feet above you. The road follows the Eel River through a country which travelers from far 
and near compare to the Alps of Switzerland and the majestic Rocky Mountains, not in its nature, 
but in its grandeur and wonder. From Eureka there are scores of side trips…[obviously still on 
old road] 
 Third Section—photo of “Typical Scene in the Redwoods on the auto road to Eureka” 
Nature Lavish in Parks—Within the next few years, it is expected Humboldt County will have a 
national redwood park….It is the hope that the government will be persuaded to purchase several 
hundred acres of virgin redwood and thus preserve for posterity a portion of the remarkable 
forest that is now falling so rapidly before the woodman’s axe. 
 
HS (2 June 1915) According to a telegram received by the Mercer-Fraser Co., the State Highway 
Commission has just let a contract for the construction of 6.9 miles of State Highway between 
Jordan Creek and Robinson’s Ferry. Contract awarded to Bates-Borland-Ayer Construction Co. 
for $25,000 bid. 
 This leaves everything contracted for between Robinson’s Ferry and Miranda. South of 
Miranda and north of Garberville, there is a short stretch yet to be put under contract, but this 
will be done in the near future. Thereafter the entire State Highway between Garberville and 
Robinson’s Ferry will be either completed or under contract. 
 
HS (3 June 1915) Del Norte Offered $100,000; Highway Commission [ will build temporary 
road now or permanent one in three years after passage of $15,000,000 bond]  
 
HS (5 June 1915) That the State Highway between this City and the county line will not be open 
for another year is the opinion of G.W. Connors, former county engineer, who has just returned 
from a trip to San Francisco. 
 
HS (5 June 1915) Just as soon as the proposed bridge across Salmon Creek near Beatrice has 
been contracted for and completed, that portion of the State Highway which traverses Table 
Bluff hill will be thrown open to the public. 
 
HS (9 June 1915) Boosting Humboldt Resorts—Acting on the suggestion of J.J. Geary, general 
freight and passenger agent of the NWP railroad, efforts are to be made by the Eureka 
Development Association to awaken greater interest in the resorts of Humboldt county. At the 
meeting of the Association, O.W. Lord was appointed to head a committee. 
 While in San Francisco recently, Charles H. Roberts, Secretary of the Development 
Association, had an audience with Mr. Geary and the matter of excursion rates was discussed. At 
present, all excursion rates are from Eureka to San Francisco and return. This does not encourage 
visitors to this county to an extent which would prevail if cheap rates were offered….the 
Development Association will immediately begin to gather data relative to the various resorts in 
Humboldt. The rates per day, week and month will be secured, the accommodations, situations 
and opportunities for hunting and fishing will be noted and information embracing every detail 
placed at the command of the railroad company. 
 Thus, it is believed, the first real step will be taken toward making Humboldt County the 
Mecca of California hunters, fishermen and rest seekers. It is possible that tangible results may 
come within the next few months, for although the major tide of travel now turns toward the 
Panama-Pacific Exposition, there are hundreds who still desire to spend a few weeks in the quest 
of the mountains. 
 
HS (11 June 1915) Highway Route To Run Over Marshes 
 
HS (12 June 1915) Hotels—Resorts…Weymouth Inn on beautiful Eel River; Hotel Carlotta; 
Hotel Young 2nd Street…. 
 
HS (15 June 1915) Seeing Data on Resorts—Resort owners throughout the county are to be 
given an opportunity to “get on the map” and benefit by the tourist traffic which the NWP 
railroad desires to encourage [ letter being sent out by Roberts for Eureka Development 
Association; questions asked: where is resort located; how far from Eureka; how can it be 
reached, by rail or auto; how are the roads; what accommodations; how many can you 
accommodate; what about tents; can milk, vegetables, fruit be secured; saddle horses? And 
more] 
 
HS (16 June 1915) Contract for steel bridge at Scotia awarded Mercer-Fraser. 
 
HS (17 June 1915) Division Engineer F.G. Somner of the State Highway Commission—Work 
on the highway will be pushed this summer and one of the most important pieces of the work 
will be the closing of the gap in northern Mendocino county by building 33 miles of road to 
connect with Humboldt’s road which is built to the county line. 
 
HS (17 July 1915) If the Board of Supervisors can be induced to purchase highway bonds in the 
sum of $250,000 and will agree to the expenditure of a portion of this sum in Mendocino county, 
convict labor will be put to work on the Miranda-Garberville gap immediately thereafter. Such as 
the announcement made this morning by T.W. Hine at the meeting of the Federated Commercial 
Bodies meeting at the Eureka Development Association.  
 
HS (17 July 1915) B.F. Goodrich adv. Associated with hotels and resorts 
 
HS (19 July 1915) Marsh Route Not in Favor; Supervisors Would Retain Old Road; Arcata 
Wants Marsh Route 
 
HS (20 July 1915) Tourist Travel Coming; Hundreds of Autoists Bound for the Fair—Santa 
Rosa is the latest northern California town to be enlisted in the campaign to bring tourist travel 
from the north down the coast route. Largely through the efforts of Crescent City, assisted by 
Eureka and Grants Pass, a lively campaign is now underway, the campaign including the 
repairing of roads, the posting of sign boards giving directions and the general advertising of the 
beauties of the coast route, together with the organizing of the communities to properly handle 
the expected influx of visitors. 
 
HS (21 July 1915) Bridge Is Not In City; Eureka Slough outside Limits; If Marsh Route for 
Highway Should be used, County and not Eureka Must Build; it is Claimed. 
 
HS (27 July 1915) Under instruction to purchase no bonds if any of the amount realized there 
from is to be expended in Mendocino or if convict labor is to be employed at any point in 
Humboldt, County Auditor T. K. Carr is now in Sacramento and will appear before the State 
Highway Commission tomorrow when bonds in the sum of $2,000,000 are to be offered for sale. 
If the conditions under which Mr. Carr must act are tolerated by the Highway Commission, this 
county may take over bonds in the sum of $300,000, Mr. Carr having been authorized to make 
purchases to this extent.  [more] 
 
HS (28 July 1915) [Convict Labor; 3 crews of 60 men each will work in Humboldt on highway 
construction] 
 
HS (3 Aug. 1915) Officials of the State Highway Commission have declared that the protest of 
the Supervisors against convict labor will be entirely disregarded when construction work is 
begun in Humboldt county…. 
 
HS (31 Aug. 1915) Ward’s Plans Told; Outlines Redwood Park Proposition [Charles Willis 
Ward’s redwood forests on Klamath River at AhPah] 
 
HS (26 Oct. 1915) Rio Dell—Teams are now at work hauling gravel for the State Highway near 
here and from all indications, the total isolation of Rio Dell through intolerable road conditions 
during the winter is to be prevented. The long-delayed activity is welcomed as promising a relief 
which the commercial importance of Eel river valley south of Rio Dell absolutely demanded. 
 
HS (25 Jan. 1916) Eureka is to have an auto park on Harris Street between K and L. AT the 
meeting of the Eureka Development Association which has been back of the movement since its 
inception. Last evening W.L. Lambert announced that the city council had assured him that the 
necessary improvement work would be done by the city…. 
 
HS (25 Jan. 1916) To List Camping Grounds—A request for information regarding summer 
hotels, camping grounds and other data for excursionists and tourists is being sent out by George 
Lane, Chairman of the committee appointed for that purpose by the Federated Commercial 
Bodies of Humboldt Co. [letter] 
 “All residents of Humboldt county who have camping grounds, summer resorts and 
places where tourists may camp or board are required to communicate with the undersigned 
chairman of the Tourists Camping Sites Committee of the Federated Commercial Bodies of 
Humboldt County. 
 “In your description, please give exact location on road or highway, also state facilities 
for hunting, fishing, closeness to water and fuel, etc. 
 “During 1916 many tourists will visit Humboldt county and it is the desire of Humboldt 
county to make the trip as enjoyable and pleasant as possible. 
 “The information secured will be placed at the disposal of tourists coming into the county 
and your co-operation and assistance is earnestly solicited. Kindly address all communications to 
P.W. Hunter, Chairman, Fortuna. 
 HS (30 March 1916) Eureka’s First Annual Automobile Show; Occidental Pavilion, 2nd St, 
Eureka. 
 
HS (22 April 1916) The county steel bridge to connect the two ends of the State Highway across 
Eel river near Scotia will be built. It will be built by the state as originally planned and it will be 
built this year by Mercer-Fraser. 
 
HS (29 April 1916) Full page ad: The New Summer Resort; Don’t Decide Where You Will 
Spend Your Summer Vacation Until You Have Investigated West Haven….Buy a lot in this 
sportsman’s paradise!....The Coast Land and Investment Co. 705 4th Eureka…bathing, camping, 
fishing, autoing, boating, golf, cycling, tennis…. 
 
HS (17 May 1916) Will Pave Broadway This Year; Council Will Act Friday Night. 
 
HS (19 May 1916) To Market Ft. Seward Tract; Town site on Sale Next Week; 750 Lots. 
 
HS (22 May 1916) The State Highway Commission meeting at Sacramento today with 
representatives of the Tax Payers’ Bureau and the Supervisors of Humboldt County agreed to 
concrete the State Highway over Table Bluff, put all sections of the highway in this county in 
good condition and to accept all bridges along the route of the highway in this county. 
 
HS (24 May 1916) A Plea For Redwood Park, by Charles Hildreth of the Corona Courier 
[attending editors convention in Eureka; luncheon in Fortuna; then visit to Carson Woods; local 
people asking editors to aid  them in their fight for the preserving of this wonderful grove for 
posterity through the means of a national park. 
 We made the trip to the grove and truly a wonderland we found it. The grove covers 2207 
acres, 1400 of which lies in a basin, the remaining 807 on the slopes of the adjoining mountains. 
It is virgin in every sense of the word…. 
 
HS (3 June 1916) Recommend $1,500,000 for county roads; bond issue favored in report to 
county road commission. 
 
HS (8 July 1916) Road Bonds Will Put Thousands of Dollars into Trade Channels; Register 
Now; Vote for Good Roads. 
 
HS (12 July 1916) Camping Ground Pleases; Makes Hit with Autoists—The public camping 
ground which was recently prepared by the Eureka Development Association is proving a good 
success. [more] 
 
HS (17 July 1916) Adv. A Vote for the Good Roads Bonds Is A Vote For A Redwood Park!—If 
Humboldt county had built its good roads ten years ago, you would not be hearing much of the 
agitation for a Redwood Park today. No, you wouldn’t for the Redwood Park would be a reality 
by this time—not an object of desire with its realization only a prospect. Down on the South 
Fork of Eel River, there would be hundreds of acres of the finest redwood land running from the 
river to the top of the ridges, which would belong to the public of these great united states. It 
would be a people’s park where he people, be they from Eureka, from Ferndale, from Chicago, 
or from New York, could camp and hunt and fish and enjoy the beauties of nature. But 
Humboldt didn’t have good roads and does not have them yet! Also Humboldt does not have a 
Redwood Park! [more] [for many months the paper ran promotional ads and letters from the 
public supporting the bond issue; eventually a man named L.E. Mahan wrote rebuttals saying 
let’s wait for state vote on new highway bonds in the fall, and in August (HS (30 Aug. 1916) the 
bond issue went down to an overwhelming defeat] 
 
HS (25 Oct. 1916) HS (25 Oct. 1916) Half Million Is Spent on Eel River’s Bridges , including 
big bridge south of Scotia… 
 
HS (8 Nov. 1916) County Votes for State Highway bonds; $15,000,000.  
 
HS (6 Dec. 1916) Highway Location Between Eureka and Arcata Is Pressing—Eureka is 
destined to play an important role in highway construction matters next year….The old problem 
of deciding upon a route for the highway between Arcata and Eureka will come up again, it is 
predicted, despite the fact that recommendations have been made favoring the marsh route as the 
most direct. The Highway Commission has indicated that the route across the marsh will be 
followed. 
 This means that Eureka must finance the construction of an expensive steel drawbridge, 
buy right of way for the extension of Fourth Street, and do some costly work in extending the 
street in question. 
 
HS (3 Feb. 1917) Editorial—Summer Camping Grounds [bill before Legislature to appropriate 
money to establish camps in Sierra; Humboldt should be included] 
 It is not necessary to point out that there are any number of beautiful spots for camps all 
over the country nor should we forget to mention that from Miranda to Dyerville, this county has 
a road that cannot be beaten anywhere in the world. But we cannot expect people to find them if 
we do not advertise what we have…. 
 As we understood, the proposed bills would select a few convenient places for camps and 
arrange to have running water and proper sanitary arrangements placed there and then anyone 
could come and stay as long as they chose and behaved. 
 The State already has something along that line in the “Camps” in the Yosemite Valley. It 
would not be necessary to furnish tents or other accommodations of that character. The grounds, 
he water and the sanitary arrangements are all the State would offer. They would be free to all 
comers. 
 We suppose that it would be necessary to employ someone to look after the grounds to 
see that the occupants kept themselves reasonably clean and that peace was maintained…. 
 A plan of that kind would bring many persons to Humboldt, who would not come 
otherwise. They would not only leave considerable money in the county, but they would 
advertise it all over the world…. 
 
Mendocino Beacon (20 June 1917) State Highway Commissioner C.F. Stern has announced that 
the State Highway from Cummings to Garberville, built by convict labor, will be finished in 
July. With the exception of a piece of road between Cummings and Willits, this vertical 
completes the State Highway between Sausalito and eureka….The cost of the work was 
$200,000 under convict labor while private engineers estimated that it would cost $336,000, so 
the State saved by the adoption of convict labor $136,000. Commissioner Stern says the State 
employed 650 convicts during last 21 months. 
 
HT (26 July 1917) Through action taken yesterday by the Board of Supervisors, Humboldt 
County will pay $20,000 or half the cost of construction of the bridge across Freshwater Slough 
on the right of way of the Eureka-Arcata unit of the State Highway. 
 
HT (26 July 1917) Governor Wm. D. Stephens will be the guest of Humboldt County for one 
week beginning Monday, Aug. 13. The visit of the State’s Executive will be in the nature of a 
celebration of the State Highway Coast route, actual completion of which will be effected early 
next year. The celebration will take place at this time, however, since such parts of the highway 
as now are completed are sufficient to give him an excellent idea of what the completed road will 
be and also because the recent announcement of final plans for the highway has brought long 
wished-for assurance to Humboldt county and her neighbors that the completed route soon is to 
become a reality. 
 As fitting in a matter of road inspection, Gov. Stephens and his party will travel by 
automobile. Leaving San Francisco Saturday morning, Aug. 11, the Governor and party will call 
at Petaluma, lunch at Santa Rosa and during the afternoon visit Cloverdale and Healdsburg. A 
banquet and reception has been arranged at Ukiah for Saturday evening. 
 Sunday morning breakfast will be served the Governor and party by the citizens of 
Willits. The drive will be resumed shortly afterward and Sunday afternoon will be spent at the 
convict road camp near the Humboldt-Mendocino line. 
 Leaving the camp Monday morning, the party will be served lunch at Dyerville by people 
of that vicinity. The Governor then will continue to Eureka, where in the evening he will be the 
guest of honor at a banquet at the Vance Hotel, which is being arranged by citizens 
 Tuesday will be spent in a tour of Northern Humboldt county north of Arcata and in the 
evening a reception at the Elks Club in this city. Wednesday will be occupied by a drive to 
Crescent City where in the evening a banquet will be served by people of that place. The 
Governor will return to Eureka Thursday and during the day will meet with the Humboldt 
County Council of Defense. 
 Governor Stephens will tour the Eel river valley Friday. Lunch will be served at Ferndale 
following a trip through the Ferndale section. The party will then [return home by] Trinity 
County. 
 
HT (5 Aug. 1917) Gov. Stephens Trip Delayed; will leave S.F. Aug. 15. 
 
HT (5 Aug. 1917) Special Train will Arrive with Delegates [to some convention; indicating the 
highway wasn’t ready for serious travel] 
 
HT (15 Aug. 1917) Owners of Automobiles Will Greet Governor Stephens; Committee expects 
large crowd to journey to Dyerville next Friday; Machines will leave here in time to make 
luncheon at Dyerville [picnic under big trees] 
 
HT (17 Aug. 1917) Gov. Stephens Here Tonight—Deep in the heart of the redwoods, the 
gigantic Sequoias that send their towering heads into the sky, Gov. William D. Stephens of 
California camped last night and partook of Humboldt county hospitality manifested in words of 
goodwill and cheer, accompanied with more material compliment in the way of a barbecue of 
venison, specially prepared. 
 The Governor and party arrived at Convict Camp A near Cummings early yesterday 
afternoon and after inspection proceeded to a special camp at Redwood Flat, seven mile south of 
Camp H on the South Fork of Eel River. Here special preparations had been made to entertain 
the Gubernatorial party with a venison barbecue. The party was joined by 13 business men of 
Eureka who had gone down the line in automobiles to greet the Governor and to act as escorts to 
Dyerville where luncheon will be served…. 
 The Governor enjoyed every moments of his picturesque trip through the great 
Mendocino and Humboldt hill country and was pleased with the sanitary arrangements at the 
convict camp and the manner in which the honor system is being carried out. 
 Charles F. Stern of Eureka, a member of the State Highway Commission, accompanied 
the party and took pleasure in pointing out the advantages of working state convicts under the 
law which he had framed and passed at the legislative session of 1915. 
 Early this morning, Gov. Stephens and party will go to Convict Camp B, seven miles 
north, where breakfast will be served and from there the trip will begin north through the most 
beautiful of all the beautiful country through which the party will be taken on this amazing trip 
for the Governor. It is the first trip of the Governor into the great north coast country of 
California and his amazement increases with every step. 
 Today the party will have luncheon at Dyerville on the beautiful Eel River and the 
afternoon will be spent riding easily north on the great State Highway which has been almost 
completed. [more] 
 
HT (18 Aug. 1917) Gov. Stephens Guest of Humboldt [long article] Although the trip was made 
over the State Highway by the party and those who attended the welcoming delegation, the 
Highway Commissioners and engineers decided it would be best to not open the highway to the 
public at this time, as the work is not yet wholly complete in a few places and the traffic, certain 
to be heavy, as soon as an announcement of opening is made, would, it is believed, greatly 
hamper and delay the work to be done…. 
 
HT (20 Aug. 1917) [Gov. Stephens met with Oregon delegation in CC to talk road plans in 
north] 
 
HT (21 Aug. 1917) Upon his return to this city from Crescent City, State Highway 
Commissioner Charles F. Stern received a telegram from Sacramento stating that the bids for the 
Rio Dell-Fortuna section of the State Highway would be opened Sept. 11 [connecting link 
between really good stretches] 
 
HT (31 Aug. 1917) Del Norte To Bond for Highways. 
 
HT (22 Sept. 1917) State Highway Goes on Fourth; City Council Adopts Resolutions Calling for 
Plans for grading Broadway and Fourth Streets. The State Highway is to enter the City on 
Broadway and cross the city through Fourth St. to the Ryan Slough drawbridge [more] 
 
HT (2 Nov. 1917) Sacramento—Indefinite postponement of the California State Highway 
construction program declared to be vital to the nation as well as the State, is threatened by the 
embargo on the use of open cars for hauling of material for highway construction….Commission 
asking that the embargo be lifted for highway construction… 
 
HT (25 Nov. 1917) More Highway Contracts Let…[15 mile section between Garberville and 
Miranda warded to Palmer and McBride; the 29-mile section in northern Mendocino built by 
convict labor is now practically completed except for bridges.] 
 
HS (3 July 1918) The floating dredger employed on the Mercer-Fraser Company’s contract on 
the State Highway between Eureka and Arcata across the marsh has now dug 7000 feet of 
channel, thrown up the spoils to form the roadbed for that distance, and is now going over the 
course a second time to fill in any inequalities in the road. This is just about half of the dredger’s 
task which must throw up the roadbed between Eureka Slough and Brainard’s Point. The land 
dredger is working on the other side of the point and is making good headway. 
 
HS (25 July 1918) Notice that bids for construction of a 7.4 mile gap in the State Highway 
between Eureka and Beatrice have been called for [HS (7 Aug. 1918) No bids received. 
 
HS (13 Aug. 1918) Highway To South Will Open Up Many Important Resources. Garberville—
New life has been injected into Southern Humboldt by the coming of the State Highway. 
Throughout the district which the big road traverses from Miranda south to the Mendocino line, 
every little community is hustling and planning for the immediate benefits which the road will 
bring on its completion These benefits are already becoming apparent. Despite the uncompleted 
condition of the highway, there is a heavy traffic north and south, and stores and taverns are 
operating at a profit, despite the high cost of living. 
 The real benefit, however, will come to the farmers, many of whom have grown old 
waiting for just such a road as the highway is to be. For them, it will solve the problems of 
transportation to market. One can raise anything from a disturbance to watermelons and back 
again on the seemingly arid hills of southern Humboldt and an unprecedented agricultural 
development is looked for when it is settled just what the markets will demand. 
 The grape industry could flourish in this section as well as in any part of Central 
California. Vineyards everywhere are bearing heavily this year and have been for many seasons. 
Nearly all varieties of grapes are raised. Even the uplands now used only for grazing can be 
utilized at a profit for grape-growing. [more about crops] 
 Garberville to Boom—Garberville expects to boom not one of the wild kind that means 
mushroom growth for a few months and which almost always flattens out, but a steady 
substantial growth, such as is assured by the highway and the natural advantages of the town’s 
location. 
 The highway work is being prosecuted aggressively from Miranda to a point far south of 
the Mendocino line. Eventually, the road will be much as it is now between Eureka and Miranda. 
It is open for travel at this time through use of the old road at several points and while the 
condition in many places is such as to be both hard on one’s car and one’s religion, as well as 
one should put it, till the road is passable and an average speed of 12 miles an hour can be 
maintained along the unfinished link. 
 The highway along this section is an expensive piece of work, because of the roughness 
of the country and the broad interpretation which the California Highway Commission is placing 
upon its idea of what a highway should be. Some expensive concrete culverts are being installed. 
Some of them appear to be more elaborate than necessary, but after all, drainage is an important 
thing on a hillside and that is where the highway runs. The grades are fairly easy but some of 
them exceed the five-and-a-half percent which had been forecasted. No one will object to nine or 
ten percent grade on a good road, however. The curves, for the most part, are safe. 
 Bridges are being installed at Smith’s Crossing and the Lindsay ranch south of 
Garberville and near the Mendocino boundary and rapid progress is being made on them. Timber 
is being furnished by a mill in the vicinity [more, but microfilm impossible to read] 
 
HS (1 Oct. 1918) Garberville, Aug. 16—The big bridge at the Humboldt-Mendocino line over 
the South Fork of Eel River was completed day before yesterday and the entire bridge crew has 
moved six miles into Mendocino County where another structure on the highway route is to be 
erected this fall. 
 
HS (11 Sept. 1918) Phillipsville—Highway work is progressing slowly. The steam shovel has 
resumed work after a week’s delay, due to broken parts. The road is in bad shape for travel. 
James Quayle, superintendent for Palmer & McBride, has been spending a few days at Scotia, 
attending to the repairing of the steam shovel. 
 
HS (23 Sept. 1918) Completion of Highway Still Much in Doubt—Whether the Miranda-
Garberville section of the State Highway will be completed before heavy winter rains cause 
abandonment of work is extremely doubtful. The work is being done in sections with intervening 
gaps of the old county road. There is still much to be done and while the work is being rushed, 
there are not sufficient men on the job to finish the grade this fall, according to residents of the 
section through which the highway passes in the Garberville neighborhood. 
 Seven miles of the old county road on the Garberville end of the link still are in use. A 
high trestle just north of Garberville and two wooden bridges must be built before the entire 
section can be thrown open to traffic. 
 Padgett & Kelly of Eureka are constructing two highway bridges south of Garberville and 
will complete their work by December if the closing of the Thrap mill near the location of the 
two structures does not interfere with their plans. 
 There are several points where work is now in progress, where passage is difficult, 
though the daily stage will be going through. Rains of ten days ago have made the road worse. 
Detour over the gravel bar south of Phillipsville still is necessary. 
 Slides at various points where side hill cuts have been made along the highway route are 
to be expected for the next three or four years, but will be especially bad this season. 
 The Fortuna-Alton section is still closed. 
 
HS (20 Dec. 1918) Phillipsville—Work on the highway is done until spring. The camps are all 
broken up and the men gone. Mr. Levesque, manager for the contractors Palmer & McBride, has 
completed his business and with his wife departed today for San Francisco. 
 
HS (23 Jan. 1919) Highway Blocked By Slides Series—That the State Highway is blocked by 
slides in three places between Dyerville and Scotia was reported here today by Grant Meyers 
who stated that the road has been closed by these slides which are located near Dyerville, near 
Englewood and near Pepperwood. The highway from Dyerville to Miranda is open. South of 
Miranda, toward Garberville, where travel has not been possible since early fall rains, there have 
been a number of slides and in one place an extensive fill is reported to have gone out. 
 
HS (29 Jan. 1919) Phillipsville—Road Workers Are Opening Highway—The DeLuca men are 
trying to open the road and will soon have it ready for wagons. 
 
HS (30 Jan. 1919) Charles F. Roberts, Pioneer of Humboldt Public Life Is Dead After Vigorous 
Career [brother of Mel Roberts of Arcata; came to Humboldt in 1866; leading Republican; held 
numerous elected and appointed offices] 
 
HS (5 Feb. 1919) Broadway and Fourth Street Will be Paved; City Will Pay 
 
HS (10 April 1919) Phillipsville—Harold Roberts of Eureka has resumed his old job with Palmer 
& McBryde with headquarters at Sylvandale ranch. 
 
HS (29 April 1919) Phillipsville—The highway work is being rushed and large crews of men are 
working everywhere. The steam shovel is being moved to the Rocky Glen bluffs where it will 
begin digging tomorrow. Mr. Washburn and a crew are graveling the highway between Dyerville 
and Miranda. Harold Roberts took the first truck from here to South Fork for a load of supplies 
for the camp. Mr. Meyers, the concrete man, has established camp at Fish Creek. 
 
HS (16 May 1919) Paving Contract Perfected; All Satisfied [Broadway and Fourth] 
 
HS (16 July 1919) Houston Says Redwoods Must Be Saved; Forester Graves Tells County To 
Protect Marvels; Chief Forester Sees Great Opportunity for County as World Resort; Forest 
Preservation Urged; United Action on Part of People Highly Essential at This Time—Humboldt 
county must get solidly back of the movement to secure the establishment of a national redwood 
park in this county and to prevent the destruction of the redwood belt along the State Highway, 
Secretary of Agriculture David L. Houston and Chief Forester Henry S. Graves declared last 
evening during a brief stop in this city. The two officials are bound for Grants Pass, Oregon, the 
trip through the county being primarily to look over the country which will be traversed by the 
Federal roads now being projects. 
 `However, Congressman Lea’s bill calling for an appropriation for the establishment of a 
redwood park in this county has not been forgotten by them and it is understood generally that 
the impression the two officials gain while here will have some bearing upon the park project. 
 Laments Destruction. Secretary Houston was most emphatic in citing his impressions of 
the redwoods and deplored the fact that so many beautiful trees along the State Highway were 
being worked up into timber products. Although not exactly certain as to procedure, Houston 
urged that some concerted movement be started to check this destruction and preserve the trees 
for all time. 
 Yesterday he and his party were entertained in the woods near Dyerville by a number of 
Pacific Lumber Co. officials, luncheon being served to the visitors. At that time, Houston had an 
opportunity to inspect closely the surrounding timber, and he declared last night that it seemed 
that he had been transported to some region of supreme beauty. 
 Dr. Fred Murphy, connected with the lumber company and an old friend of Houston, was 
among those in the party at the time of the luncheon. 
 Urges Park, Too—In addition to pointing out the necessity of preserving the trees along 
the highway, Houston advocated  the redwood park idea and expressed the hope that it would be 
secured. 
 Houston was here some four years ago, and his impressions at that time were such, he 
stated today, as to make him look forward eagerly to the time when he could again visit 
Humboldt county. He declared that as a wonderland, this part of the United States second to 
none. 
 Advises Typical Name. Chief Forester Henry S. Graves said that the trip was a revelation 
to the entire party and that the timber and scenery along the line of the highway is magnificent 
and a way must be found without any further delay to stop for all time the cutting of the timber 
along the line of the road and preserve it for the benefit of the nation. He did not say how it could 
be accomplished, but said that it had to be worked out either by popular subscription or by the 
national government for such a driveway as the Humboldt Highway was not to be found in the 
world for grandeur of scenery in every detail. 
 He advised that he people should get busy and select a name for the Highway in that the 
people of the world would know where it was as it would be a Mecca to draw people from all 
over the civilized world to view its magnificence and beauty. He considered Humboldt county 
rich in all of its natural resources and a wonderful county, but holds the Highway the greatest 
asset of all for it is one the wonders of the world and must be preserved for all time. Graves did 
not leave Washington with Secretary Houston, but came direct through from the east, joining the 
Secretary at San Francisco for the trip up through Humboldt to Oregon…. 
 
HS (16 July 1919) Chief Forester Graves says that the State Highway through Humboldt county 
should have a distinctive name, one that will attract attention and interest whenever it appears. 
Have you an idea? If so, send in your suggestion to the Standard and you may win a cash prize of 
$25. The suggestions will be turned over to an unprejudiced committee…. 
 
HS (16 July 1919) Road Meeting To Boost For Park—When the tri-county good roads meeting 
is held on August 2, one of the important subjects that will be discussed in connection with the 
road proposition is that of a redwood park, Farm Advisor Bougher announced this morning. 
Às the matter of establishing a national redwood reserve in California is now being considered 
by Congress at the instigation of Congressman Lea, and as the party of Secretary Houston, 
passing through here yesterday, is also interested in the proposition, the time is ripe for organized 
action on the part of the people of this section of the state to draw the attention of the proper 
officials to the redwood groves in these counties. 
 Bougher will send a night letter to Congressman Lea stating the attitude of the people and 
calling attention to the fact that the park should be established here and that immediate should be 
action taken, as many of the finest groves are now being cut into by the lumbering companies. 
The matter will be discussed before the representatives of Humboldt, Del Norte, Trinity and 
Mendocino counties, the Automobile Association, and Chamber of Commerce, and other 
representative organizations and probably will receive their united support. 
 
HS (17 July 1919) Eureka Arranges for Determined Movement for Redwood Reserve; Business 
Men See Need of Immediate Action in Behalf of Park; Mass Meeting Is To Be Held; All 
Citizens Asked to Unite in Securing Government Money—Something will be doing ere long in 
the way of united effort upon the part of Eureka and Humboldt county to secure for Humboldt a 
National Redwood Park through the acquirement by the government of a large tract of stately 
Sequoias along the State Highway into this county, in fact, action will began next Monday 
evening through the Humboldt Chamber of Commerce which will meet in special session…. 
 A the [Chamber of Commerce] luncheon today, as no one else seemed to have anything 
to offer, L.F. Puter, who was acting as chairman, took up the subject of the visit of Secretary 
Houston of the Department of Agriculture, and Chief Forester Graves and gave an interesting 
talk on their favorable attitude toward the establishment of a National Park in the redwoods of 
Humboldt. If such a park is established, he said, it will not be one of a measly hundred acres or 
so nor even of a couple of thousand acres, but it will be one of 20,000 or more acres, for 30,000 
acres is the smallest tract that the government will consider for a national park site. He urged that 
if the people want this park as an asset for the county to attract tourists over the State Highway, 
they must show the government by their actions that they want it. 
 Jerry Millary, speaking on the same subject, announced that the State Automobile 
Association, which he represents, had volunteered to assist not only in this but in securing for 
Humboldt the first moneys out of the $40,000,000 bonds just voted for completing the Humboldt 
highways…. 
 
HS (17 July 1919) Highway Names Are Pouring In; Have You Ideas? 
 
HS (22 July 1919) “Strike While the Iron Is Hot,” was the motto adopted by the Humboldt 
Chamber of Commerce in the matter of securing the National Redwood Park in Humboldt 
county….letter to Congressman Lea..We believe the time ripe for the introduction of a bill in 
Congress carrying an appropriation in a specific amount for a particular acres and tract of 
redwoods in Humboldt county… 
 
HS (23 July 1919) Houston Has Strong Word for Big Park. San Francisco. Secretary of 
Agriculture David F. Houston is enthusiastic over the proposed redwood forest reserve for the 
northern part of the State. Before leaving for Salt Lake City, Houston said: 
 “Some immediate action must be taken to prevent the destruction of the redwood forest, 
and to save them for the benefit of the nation and the world. As I passed through mile after mile 
of these wonderful forests, there came to me repeatedly the thought that there could be no more 
fitting memorial to the California boys who gave their lives in the war than marvelous living 
memorials, if they could but be consecrated to that purpose. 
 Nature’s Own Memorial.  
 “Nature has provided in the redwood forest such a monument as no man could ever build. 
I believe that those forests, preserved and consecrated to the memory of those who died that 
others might live more happily, would convey better than any other memorial the spirit of our 
love for these boys and our appreciation of sacrifice. 
 “California is building a paved highway through these forests and Oregon is meeting the 
road from the north. This highway is the most magnificent in the world with its combination of 
mountains and ocean. Its forest screen of magnificent trees, ferns, and flowers on every hand 
from Willits via Eureka and Crescent City to the Oregon line and Grants Pass must be protected. 
No other highway in the world exceeds this in grandeur and beauty. 
 “At the present time the public is building a great highway, the forests are being cut down 
in some places directly along the road. The highway is making redwood more valuable and 
increases the incentive for the destruction of the forests. The greatest value of the highway is the 
preservation of the forests along its route. 
 “The Association for the Preservation of the Redwoods, aided by State Forester and State 
Highway Commission showed furnish adequate machinery for the preservation of the forests. I 
want to say that the forest service of California which is under my jurisdiction is entirely at 
California’s disposal for any service it can render. This is not a strictly local matter. Interest in it 
should be county wide, for from an accomplished fact, the Redwood Memorial Park will rival 
the Grand Canyon and the Niagara as a scenic drive and will attract visitors from all parts of the 
world. Immediate duty rests upon the public of California, the nation and on the lumber 
companies owning the land. I urge everyone to recognize the duty and lend his support to 
immediate constructive action. 
 
HS (24 July 1919) Park Specialist To Come To Humboldt; Lea works for Redwood Park; 
National Park man is coming—S.T. Mather, head of the National Park Service, will visit 
Humboldt county early next month to secure information relative to the projected national 
redwood park….Congressman Lea is now working actively to get favorable Congressional 
action on the park project…. 
 
HS (24 July 1919) Timber Tract Sales May Be Held for Park…on South Fork. 
 
HS (26 July 1919) That work on the construction of the Broadway-Fourth street State Highway 
link through the city will begin next week is the announcement by vice-president of  
Construction Co. 
 
HS (30 July 1919) Highway Work To Be Given Impetus—[Chamber of Commerce committee 
met with F.G. Somner, Division Engineer of the California State Commission] 
 Committee asked that contract from Eureka to Beatrice be let at once. Federal aid will be 
extended to this section. This road will have to be concreted as built as it has to be used while 
under construction, the road to be finished in 1920. The section from Loleta to Fortuna will be 
ready for the letting of the contract for construction this fall. The section also has to be 
concreted. The graded section from Fortuna to the bridge above Scotia. Somner has sent in the 
estimates of cost of concreting on the section from Scotia bridge to Dyerville, while logging 
operations continue, this section cannot be concreted. Somner will have sufficient equipment to 
maintain the road between Dyerville and Miranda. Will gravel. The Miranda to Garberville 
division of the road will be completed next month excepting bridges. 
 
HS (31 July 1919) Five Judges To Determine Name of Road—Denver Sevier, Jerry Millay, H.L. 
Jackman, L.F. Puter and John Daly; contest ends Aug. 6. 
 
HS (2 Aug. 1919) The organization of the Northwestern California Counties Good Roads 
Association was the outcome of the tri-county good roads meeting; arranged by farm bureaus. 
 
HS (5 Aug. 1919) All women of Humboldt county who are interested in the preservation of the 
redwoods in this county are called to a meeting to be held in the City Hall Saturday as an 
outcome of the meeting at the Rialto theater this morning. 
 This morning’s meeting was called primarily that the women might be shown the good 
roads film brought here by Ben Blow of the California Automobile Association. Blow spoke of 
the road work and also of the redwood park project in which he is vitally interested. He 
suggested that the time is ripe for quick and direct action as delay in the matter of having the 
redwoods set aside is going to mean that they will be destroyed in those sections where the 
situation is the most desirable for a park. He suggested the organization of the women of 
Humboldt county, not the club women but the women as a whole and also as a plan of action, 
proposed that a committee of Humboldt women be chosen to meet with committees from other 
parts of the state in San Francisco, these to organize a definite state association to carry on the 
work….[more] 
 Stephen Mather, director of the National Parks, is expected to be in the county the latter 
part of the week and will meet with the women on Saturday [more] 
 
HS (5 Aug. 1919) The Chamber of Commerce is making plans for the entertainment of Stephen 
T. Mather, director of National Parks, and Madison Grant, Chairman of the New York 
Zoological Society, when they come here to select a tract of redwood forest for a national park. 
 ….Would be shown Bull Creek tract among others. In this tract is located what is 
believed to be the biggest redwood tree in the county….four feet from ground this tree is 57 feet 
in circumference  19 feet in diameter; another tree on Jordan Creek…. 
 
HS (8 Aug. 1919) National Park Men Visit This County; Mather and Grant welcomed beneath 
big redwood trees; Mass meeting will be held at high school auditorium tonight; Park project 
gains impetus; All citizens asked to attend and hear addresses by officials— 
 What promises to be and what the committee in charge are endeavoring to make one of 
the most memorable public meetings in Eureka will be the reception to be given this evening to 
Stephen T. Mather, head of the National Park Service or the government who today is traveling 
here through the magnificent tract of redwoods along the South Fork of Eel river of which it is 
sought to form the Humboldt National Park. 
 The meeting will be called to order at 8 o’clock this evening at the high school 
auditorium and will be presided over by Judge G.W. Hunter, with a number of other prominent 
citizens as vice-presidents. The principal speaker will be Mather and from him the people of 
Eureka, probably will learn considerable concerning national parks and about the proposed 
Humboldt National Park in particular. There will be several other speakers, prominent among 
whom will be Judge Clifton H. Connick, now of San Francisco, but who was born and reared 
among the redwoods of Humboldt. 
 Mather, accompanied by Madison Grant, president of the American Geographical 
Society, and Horace Lorimer of the Philadelphia Saturday Evening Post left San Francisco 
yesterday morning, driving through what is undoubtedly the finest body of redwood timber left 
standing, were expected to reach Bull Creek early this afternoon. There they will be met by the 
Chamber of Commerce committee composed of Judge Fletcher, A. Child, James D. Fraser and 
A.E. Connick, who will escort them to this city. Provided with the necessary data, en route here, 
the committee will familiarize the visitors with the tracts it is sought to have declared a national 
park. 
 Arriving here, the visitors will be taken to the Hotel Vance…. 
 In an interview, Attorney L.F. Puter, who returned from San Francisco last night, said 
today that Government Stephens is considering the necessity of calling an extra session of the 
legislature to prevent profiteering…[more, hard to read] 
 
DNT (8 Aug. 1919) Save the Redwoods Leagues goes after National Park for Del Norte County. 
 
HS (9 Aug. 1919) Mather and Grant Tell Eurekans to Stir Things; Head of National Parks Urges 
Vigorous Action to Save Redwoods; Deplore Crime of Cutting; Moral support of well-known 
men is assured people of county—Immediate formation of a local branch of the Save the 
Redwoods League in order that nothing may be left undone in the fight to prevent the destruction 
of the finest body of timber in the world was urged by Stephen T. Mather, head of the national 
park service of the government and Madison Grant, scientist and traveler, at a meeting held in 
the high school auditorium last evening. Their addresses were made only a few hours after 
having ridden along the forest-bordered highway to the south of Dyerville, and after a visit to the 
famous Bull Creek flat, where stands the most magnificent body of redwoods in the world. 
 “The proposal to save the redwoods along the highway and to create a national redwood 
park has our warm sympathy and interest,” declared Mather, “but you must do your own part.” 
 “In Washington,” he said, “there is support to be secured for the park, but it can be won 
only by putting up a strong fight, making a noise that will be heard across the continent and by 
keeping everlastingly at it.” 
 Southern California, Mather pointed out, has the right spirit when it comes to such an 
enterprise and he was convinced that should one of its scenic assets be near destruction, two or 
three million dollars for protection and preservation would be raised by the southern part of the 
state without wasting to call upon Congress for assistance. 
 Mather’s duties keep him constantly in touch with the 18 national parks, which lie along 
a roué the shape of a horseshoe, the big curve being along the Pacific coast. The administration 
of that department under Secretary Lane deserves to see a great park-to-park highway system 
developed and Mather urged this as one of the potent reasons for establishing a big national 
redwood park in Humboldt county. 
 Mather suggested that the people of this county make a greater effort to comprehend what 
the destruction of the redwoods means and to get the viewpoint of visitors from other sections. 
[testimony of old traveler regarding redwoods] 
 Mather stated that he and Grant had studied the problem on the trip down the highway 
and had formed the conclusion that not only should the trees on both sides of the highway be 
preserved, but that the neighboring ridges on both sides of the river should not be shorn of their 
beautiful covering. This, of course, would be in addition to the national redwood park, which 
would be a block of from 40,000 to 50,000 acres. 
 In closing, Mather pointed out that his visit was not of an official nature for the purpose 
of selecting a park site, or otherwise taking direction action, but was simply to study the 
situation. He made it plain that the future of the project rested entirely in the hands of the people 
of California. 
 Madison Grant made a unique appeal for the preservation of the redwoods, his idea being 
that justice should be done the hardy and magnificent trees that are making their last stand on the 
Pacific coast. He told his audience of Humboldt people something that many of them did not 
know, namely that centuries back the redwood covered nearly half of the northern hemisphere, 
being found in China, Japan and in northern Europe. Climate changes and other disturbances 
gradually drove it into narrower and narrower quarters until today it survives only on the 
northern coast of California. 
 “This last surviving group must be protected from the barbarians that we are,” Grant 
declared, branding the unchecked destruction of the forests as a national crime for which 
posterity would hold a strong indictment against the people of the present day   
 “You must assert yourself if you intend to save these groves,” Grant said. “You should 
organize a local branch of the Save the Redwoods League and get down to business. Make an 
awful row and you will be heard. The man who makes the most noise frequently gets what he 
wants.” 
 Judge G.W. Hunter made a telling appeal for action on the part of the people of the 
county. He hammered home the plain facts that should be understood by all and he started the 
meeting off with the right psychology. 
 Attorney F.A. Cutler of San Francisco performed a pleasant office when he presided 
Grant and Mather with redwood paintings done by Wilson…. 
 Yesterday when Mather and Grant visited Scotia, they met President Emmert of the 
Pacific Lumber Co. and in a talk with him were assured that the lumber companies deplore the 
cutting of the redwoods. They are willing to contribute every possible assistance in making this 
unnecessary…. 
 
 
HS (11 Aug. 1919) Women Unite In League To Save Humboldt Trees—Mrs. J.W. Ryan as 
president, Mrs. George D. Murray as vice-president, and Miss Amy Hunter as secretary were the 
officers elected by the women of the county Saturday when they met and formed Humboldt 
County’s Save the Redwoods League…. 
 At the suggestion of Judge F.A. Cutler, one of the first plans the women will attempt is to 
have Benjamin Ide Wheeler, former president of the University of California come here and 
speak in various parts of the county. Wheeler is personally intensely interested in saving the 
redwoods and is one of the officers of the original “Save the Redwoods League” which was 
formed in Berkeley some two years ago. [campaign committee will be visiting women in 
communities to recruit members] 
 
HS (11 Aug. 1919) The schools and school teachers of the county form one more group which 
may take up the agitation for a national park…. 
 
HS (13 Aug. 1919) Harvest of Trees To Be Stopped; One Park Tract Given—In order to prevent 
further cutting of the redwoods along the highway, as far as lies within their power, the members 
of the Redwood Park Committee of the Chamber of Commerce are to invite the persons now 
engaged in cutting to a meeting to discuss the matter and state the terms which this cutting may 
be abandoned. 
 Subcommittee, L.E. Mahan, L.F. Puter, A.E. Connick and Judge F.A. Cutler….It is 
hoped that a conference with the contractors and timber owners engaged in the tie and grape 
stake business will develop plans by which the cutting of timber along the highway may be 
detained, at least if not entirely prevented until such time as the Save the Redwoods League may 
be able to take concrete action…. 
 The first gift of a tract of timber in the South Fork section was also received at the 
meeting last night, coming from Mrs. Martha McClellan and her daughters Mrs. James D. Fraser 
and Mrs. Hugh Graham….fine stand of timber, 160 acres, a generous gift and the nucleus for the 
national park. 
 
HS (14 Aug. 1919) Cutting of the redwoods along the State Highway is this county is to be 
stopped….The first step was taken at the business men’s luncheon when after the law permitting 
it had been read by Judge Cutler of the Redwood Park Committee, Mayor George Cousins, 
Charles Duck, L.F. Puter and Judge Cutler were appointed a committee to get into 
communication with the supervisors of the county. The committee is to urge that the supervisors 
immediately call a meeting and instruct the District Attorney to begin proceedings against the 
owners of timber along the highway to condemn the strip of redwoods along that highway 300 
feet on each side of the highway…. 
 
DNT (15 Aug. 1919) Stephen Mather speaks to ladies of the Del Norte Improvement Club and 
members of the Del Norte Save the Redwoods League at Mill Creek 
 
DNT (15 Aug. 1919) Slaughter of Giants Not To Be Permitted—“The cathedrals of France and 
Belgium can be replaced by man, but the destruction of these towering redwoods would be 
beyond the power of man to reproduce,” were the words of Stephen Mather of the Bureau of 
National Parks, speaking to the ladies of the Del Norte Improvement Club and the members of 
the Del Norte Save the Redwoods League at the picnic meeting at Mill Creek Sunday 
afternoon…. 
 
HS (20 Aug. 1919) Two hundred feet of motion picture film showing the redwood forests in 
their virgin state and the stump land left after cutting will precede the showing of Peter B. 
Kyne’s story “The Valley of the Giants,” whenever shown if arrangements now practically 
completed are carried out. 
 
HS (21 Aug. 1919) State Foresters and Road Men Are Coming; Fight for Trees Gains Attention 
of High Circles—telegram to Arthur E. Connick, First National Bank from F.A. Cutler—The 
State Highway Commission, three members; the State Forestry Commission, five members; and 
the executive committee of the Save the Redwoods League will all arrive in Eureka Friday, the 
29th, to deal with all questions concerning the highway situation in Humboldt and the 
preservation of redwoods along State Highway…. 
 
HS (22 Aug. 1919) “Highway of the Giants” name for highway between Dyerville and Miranda; 
contest winner. 
 
HS (29 Aug. 1919) An effort is being made to have Governor Stephens visit Humboldt county 
with the State Highway Commission, the Forestry Commission and the Save the Redwoods 
League on Sept. 5…. 
 The visiting officials will confer with the Supervisors, a committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce, representatives of the operators who are now cutting redwoods on the highway along 
the South Fork of Eel River, and Mr. James of the Sage Land and Improvement Co….Members 
of the Highway Commission: N.D. Darlington, L.A.; George Mansfield, editor Oroville Register; 
Chas. Whitemore, Santa Barber; A.B. Fletcher, engineer of Commission…. Commission created 
by act of last Legislature; State Forester Holmes, Ex-governor George Pardee, Oakland; M.S. 
Williams, Siskiyou county; Edward Fletcher, San Diego and Elmer Cox, lumberman of Fresno.; 
Save the Redwoods League: John C. Merriam, University of California, chair; W.E. Creed, 
manager of the C.A. Cooper Estate Lumber Co.; James D. Grant, retired capitalist, S.F.; C.F. 
Stern, State superintendent of banks and formerly on Highway Commission. 
 
HS (6 Sept. 1919) More Gifts of Redwood Land Offered; Park Meeting Cheered by 
Announcements of Tangible Enthusiasm—Donations of redwood land and offers to sell other 
tracts at reasonable amounts marked the proceedings of the Save the Redwoods meeting at the 
court house this morning. 
 J.P. Mahan, representing Mrs. W.H. Parrott, his mother-in-law, who is a pioneer of the 
county, announced Mrs. Parrott’s donation of 30 acres of redwood land near Miranda through the 
heart of which passes the highway…. 
 Percy Brown, operating at Stafford, stated that he would give $1000 toward the 
movement and would negotiate with the committee relative to stopping operations at Stafford. 
 Joseph Stockel, pioneer rancher, agreed to sell timber that he had held for forty years. 
 Ernest McKee offered timber and a donation of $100. 
 Hearty cooperation with Humboldt’s movement for the creation of a national park of its 
redwood forests through which the State Highway passes and the expediting of the completion of 
that highway was the promise of the State Highway Commission…. 
 Similar cooperation was promised by the representatives of the State Forestry Board 
which was represented by Salon H Williams of Yreka and Deputy State Forester M.B. Pratt. It 
goes without saying that cooperation was assured by the members of the Save the Redwoods 
League of whom there were present Chairman of the Executive Committee Professor J.C. 
Merriam of University of California; ex Congressman William Kent, Madison Grant of New 
York and J.E. Webb. 
 
HS (6 Sept. 1919) Humboldt Women Aided Work for Redwood Park….Mrs. J.P. Mahan, as 
president of the women’s league, has kept the work moving here ever since the meeting at City 
Hall when the women organized for action some weeks ago. Her committee of campaigners Mrs. 
Kate Harpst, Mrs. F.W. Georgeson, Mrs. F.G. Atkinson and Mrs. A.J. Monroe have canvassed 
the county and in each section have selected chairmen, who are now working in the interest of 
the league, enlisting members and advising the activities. Mrs. Harpst’s big car [photo] which 
carried the workers into all of the towns visited bore a banner announcing the purpose of the visit 
and became widely known in the county districts as the Save the Redwoods Car. 
 HT (10 April 1910) Mrs. Kate Harpst receiving Pierce-Arrow; planning tour of California 
and possibly Pacific coast this summer. 
 HT (2 June 1910) Mrs. K. Harpst leaving for trip to southern California in 6-cylinder 
Pierce-Arrow. Chauffer Thomas Silance. 
 
HS (10 Sept. 1919) Whether or not the destruction of the redwood timber along the South Fork 
State Highway is discontinued and the nucleus of a national redwood park is obtained now is 
squarely up to the Board of Supervisors. This is the second phase of the movement. The first 
phase was the result of the work of the committee appointed at the mass meeting last Saturday 
when a definite figure for their timber was obtained from the operators whom it is sought to have 
discontinue cutting along the highway. 
 The second phase developed when the National Park Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce received a telegram from Stephen Mather announcing that he would duplicate the 
donation of $15,000 made by ex congressman William Kent. This brings the cash donation up to 
$30,000. 
 
HS (11 Sept. 1919) Cutler Writes of Redwood Campaign in Motor World Magazine, Sept. issue. 
 
HS (11 Sept. 1919) Action of County Officers To Stop Razing of Giants—The Board of 
Supervisors has thrown itself into the breach to save the redwoods along the South Fork State 
Highway and by its action it might be said that the devastation going on there practically has 
been stopped. 
 Resolution—Resolved, That it is the intention of the Board of Supervisors of County of 
Humboldt to commence proceedings under the provisions of Subdivision Six of Section 4041 of 
the Political Code of the State of California to purchase lands along the South Fork of Eel River 
between Dyerville and Miranda which lands are to be purchased for public parks and the 
purchase price thereof shall be paid at such times as may hereafter be determined and the total 
purchase price to be not more than $30,000 provided the price and conditions are acceptable to 
said Board. 
 
HS (12 Sept. 1919) Redwoods In Park Site Being Cut; Cutting of Timber on Dyerville Flat 
Begun by P.L. Co.—Considerable flurry was created in the committee on National Redwood 
Park when it was learned that the Pacific Lumber Co. already had begun cutting timber in that 
magnificent stand of forest giants on Dyerville flat. This I the finest body of timber in the entire 
proposed path area and forms with the great body on the opposite side of the highway what has 
been called the “gateway to the park.” It is this body of timber that the committee has been 
depending on to form the nucleus for the National Park by purchase by the State as a State Park. 
 Negotiations were entered into with the Pacific Lumber Co. by the committee to secure 
delay in beginning operations there and it was thought that these negotiations had been 
successful. Now, however, the company has informed the committee that owing to labor 
conditions, it has been forced to discontinue operations at Larribee and to look to this tract of 
timber for its logs. At the same time, it announced to the committee that it would not log within a 
thousand feet  of the highway which passes along the borders of the tract. This means that the 
cutting will take the “heart” out of the tract and while it will not spoil the scenery along the State 
Highway, it will make the tract worthless for park purposes. 
 [business men and park committee sent telegram to Pres. John Emmert of P.L. urgently 
requesting that you desist from present cutting on Dyerville flat.] 
 
HS (13 Sept. 1919) $60,000 Is Available for Buying Big Groves—Cutting of redwood timber 
along the State Highway between Dyerville and Miranda has stopped. This was settled yesterday 
by the visit of the Chamber of Commerce committee and the Board of Supervisors for the 
purpose of conferring with the operators to close the negotiations….The people now have 
$60,000 [$15,000 each donated by ex Congressman Wm. Kent and Stephen T. Mather, 
Superintendent of National Parks; and $30,000 appropriated by County] 
 The operators and the holdings upon which they are working: Dunn & Dimmick, 247 
acres; R.G. Chapman, 297 acres; Smith & Mains, 40 acres; James, 30 acres; Grant Meyers, 10 
acres; Wm. Crowley, 5 acres…. 
 
HS (15 Sept. 1919) Kent Deposits Big Sum to Aid County in Fight for Trees…. 
 
HS (17 Sept. 1919) Loggers Will Confer Over Timber Savings—“It is absolutely necessary that 
the logs required to keep the P.L. Co.’s Scotia mill running, this winter be cut on the Dyerville 
Flat.” 
 “Cannot sufficient logs be obtained from other tracts of the company?” 
 These are the two questions that the Chamber of Commerce committee on the Redwood 
Park have set themselves to solve. 
 President Emmert of the lumber company who was present at the business men’s 
luncheon today, answered the question in the negative and gave as his reason that the logging 
department of his company which had studied the matter and had sought for an alternative in 
order to save the tract intact for park purposes decided that cutting must be done on that tract if 
the mill is to run this winter and continue to give employment to the crews of 800 or 1000 men. 
President Emmert said that the logging department declared that it would be a physical 
impossibility to log on the hillside in winter to get out the 10,000,000 feet of logs that will be 
required. 
 Judge F.A. Cutler thought otherwise basing his opinion upon that of old-time loggers 
who declared that they could go in there and log on the hillsides or on other tracts during the 
winter. To settle the conflict, Judge Cutler suggested that a committee of loggers be appointed to 
go out into the Scotia holdings and show the Scotia loggers how they could log elsewhere than 
on the flat. 
 President Emmert objected. Attorney Connan suggested a committee of loggers go out 
and confer with Scotia loggers, exchange ideas and see if among them they could not arrive at 
some solution. Met with Emmert’s approval. 
 Emmert said when he met with Mather and Grant he had stated that it was not the 
intention to go on the Dyerville tract for several years…situation changed. 
 
HS (18 Sept. 1919) Emmert Makes Public Statement Regarding Logging at Dyerville.[long 
article] 
 
HS (19 Sept. 1919) Flat Will Be Protected for Park Purposes [P.L. to take from hillslopes, 
12,000,000 feet] 
 
HS (24 Sept. 1919) Sept. 24. S.F.—Threats to burn down the mills of a Humboldt lumber 
company if the corporation does not cease cutting down the giant redwoods are current among 
the people of Humboldt county, according to former Congressman Kent, Professor John 
Merriam, and Judge F.A. Cutler, who wired Secretary of Agriculture Houston today following a 
meeting in Kent’s office in the First National Bank building here. 
 In an effort to save the redwoods and stave off violence, Kent and his associates appealed 
to John Emmert, president of the company. Emmert has refused to spare the trees. The 
committee then appealed to Washington. According to information received here, the lumber 
company is cutting into the heart of the last great redwood forest of Humboldt county. 
 HS (25 Sept. 1919) Women Need More Co-operation; Park Movement Is Not Supported. 
 
HS (26 Sept. 1919) Kent’s Secretary made statement about burning mill; not Kent’s or 
Merriam’s or Cutler’s, but his own. 
 
HS (26 Sept. 1919) The Construction Company is busily engaged in the construction of the State 
Highway link through the City of Eureka [photos] 
 
HS (27 Sept. 1919) Supervisor Board Gets High Prices on Redwoods—The Board of 
Supervisors almost had an attack of heart failure this morning when they opened the report of 
their cruiser, E.P. French, who was employed to estimate the timber that is sought for a redwood 
park along the South Fork Highway…. 
 “Whew!” exclaimed that members in unison when the first option was read offering the 
timber at $7 per thousand feet.[ “Whew” again and again for other two options] 
 “I guess we can’t do anything with that timber,” was the remark of Chairman Frank 
Flint…. 
 What will be done toward saving these particular pieces of redwood timber is a question 
which none of the members of the Board seemed to be able to answer. On remarked that he 
guessed the timber would become grape stakes instead of a park. 
 [Option: Wm. Crowley, 262,000 feet on 30 acres; Grant Meyers 70,000 feet on 5 acres; 
Smith & Mains 1,608.000 feet on 40 acres; Total of 2,670,000 feet on 48 acres which at $7 per 
thousand would make the cost about $18,000. With the other tracts that are sought, it is estimated 
that there are between 20 and 30 million to be purchased and if $7 per thousand is the price, then 
it would required $140,000-$210,000 for that portion of the park. 
 
HS (2 Oct. 1919) E.W. James, representative of the Sage Company, the eastern concern owning 
large tracts of redwood timber on the South Fork, offers a new idea….In brief, the suggestion 
was that the State or the County obtain small tracts of  redwoods at intervals along the State 
Highway beginning just below the Mendocino line and continuing along the South Fork in this 
county—beauty spots as he called them—where tourists might rest or camp, and that the real 
redwood park be located in the northern part of the county, where it would be easy for the 
government to acquire a tract of 20,000 or 25,000 acres of absolutely virgin redwood forests. 
These would make Eureka the gateway to the park for tourists from the south coming to visit. 
Such a part would make Eureka their headquarters, instead of coming up only as far as the South 
Fork and then turning around. 
 
HS (3 Oct. 1919) Phillipsville—[spreading gravel on highway between Miranda and 
Garberville.] 
 
HS (4 Oct. 1919) 100 Acres Is Set Aside for Park; Gratifying Results Are Secured—[photo] One 
hundred acres on Dyerville Flat practically has been set apart as available for a National 
Redwood Park on South Fork State Highway. The negotiations between Pacific Lumber, 
Chamber of Commerce committee were concluded….P.L. will cut only 10 million feet of the 15 
million on the flat and the timber will be taken from along the farther edge of the tract and along 
the hillside. As cruised out, no timber will be cut along the highway from one end of the tract up 
to the station at South Fork which leaves a width of 1200 feet of timber along the highway 
constituting about 100 acres. 
 
HS (8 Oct. 1919) Realizing that the bid of the Mercer-Fraser Co., sole bidder, was reasonable 
and fair, the Board of Supervisors requested the State Highway Commission to accept the bid of 
$149,000 for construction of the State Highway between Beatrice and Eureka, 7.4 miles. Twice 
before Mercer-Fraser has submitted bids for the work and in each instance when no other bidders 
appeared, the offer was rejected. 
 
HS (14 Oct. 1919) Humboldt To Be Represented in Washington By Redwoods—“Save the 
Redwoods” is to be featured at the National Capital at the exhibition of the first anniversary of 
the signing of the Armistice to be held Nov. 12. On that occasion, three Humboldt redwood trees 
will be planted and will afford the Washingtonians an object lesson in our desire to save for 
posterity these magnificent arboreal growths. The plan was discussed in a telegram to Judge F.A. 
Cutler from Stephen T. Mather, Director of National Parks, who has contributed largely to the 
fund for purchasing tracts along the South Fork Highway. In his dispatch, Director Mather says: 
 “The Trinity Civic forum here in Washington is planning extensive celebration on Nov. 
12….Planning to plant three redwood trees. Secretary Daniels, General Pershing and Admiral 
Sims to take part in the ceremonies. Will Humboldt county contribute and ship three lusty young 
redwoods for the purpose, must be well packed with roots encased in balls of earth. Save 
redwoods plan will be featured and believe this excellent opportunity for eastern publicity. 
Congressman Lea has promised to take part.” 
 The request of Director Mather will be complied with and Judge Cutler and the other 
members of the Redwood Park Committee will procure three of the finest young redwoods 
obtainable in the county to be forwarded to Washington.. 
 The “Save the Redwoods” movement is receiving state-wide support and much publicity. 
The women’s clubs in particular are active in furthering the movement. At a recent meeting of 
the San Francisco District Federation of Women’s Clubs held at the St. Francis Hotel, a 
resolution introduced by Miss Margaret Curry for securing a tract of redwoods in the South Fork 
basin to be used as a State and National Park was enthusiastically endorsed. 
 In the south, too, support is growing and Colonel Ed Fletcher of San Diego, a member of 
the State Forestry Commission, who is enthusiastic over our redwoods has written Judge Cutler 
as follows: 
 “Am awfully glad to hear that all cutting has ceased along the State Highway in the South 
Fork basin and am interested to read the Motor Land Magazine which gives an account of what 
was done at Eureka. 
 “If you will furnish me with the propaganda also, I may be in a position to organize in 
southern California and get the proper publicity to educate the people there. Being a member of 
the State Forestry Commission, I am in a position to take the lead and get a committee appointed 
in L.A., Riverside, Santa Ana and San Diego to cooperate in getting this matter properly before 
the community. 
 “All you have to do is to furnish the necessary propaganda and we will do the rest.” 
 The Board of Supervisors at its meeting this afternoon received an offer at another large 
tract of redwood timber suitable for the proposed redwood park in the South Fork basin and at a 
greatly reduced figure from the $7 per thousand stumpage submitted some weeks ago. This is the 
Dunn & Dimmick tract, containing 327 acres which was cruised at about 11 million feet for 
which the owners ask $40,000, but desire to reserve from it the camp site of about five acres. 
This with the Chapman tract containing 247 acres, measuring about 16 million feet for which is 
asked $60,000, makes a total of $100,000 for park tracts. The offers are now under consideration 
by the Board. 
 
HS (16 Oct. 1919) Movies of Redwoods Successfully Taken—Kenneth C. Kilburn, movie 
photographer, returned last night from the Dyerville district where he was taking motion pictures 
of the redwoods to go as a trailer with the “Valley of the Giants,” the motion picture version of 
Peter B. Kyne’s big novel. On the trip were also three Humboldt women prominent in the fight 
to save the redwoods, Miss Amy Hunter, Mrs. Mahan, and Mrs. Williams. The trip was made in 
the car of Mrs. Williams which was kindly offered for the occasion. About 150 feet of 
remarkable film was secure, showing the redwoods at their best. 
 
HS (16 Oct. 1919) Mails Will Carry Save Redwoods Plea Is Statement—“Save the Humboldt 
Redwoods” is likely to appear soon as the cancellation stamp on all letters leaving the local post 
office, if the newest means that has been suggested of giving nation-wide publicity to the 
campaign to save the redwoods here, receives favorable action by the government….[never 
heard this happened] 
 
HS (17 Oct. 1919) [The Mercer-Fraser Co. informed by State that its bid for work on Beatrice-
Eureka section again rejected. Commission will do the work on day labor basis; to be completed 
by Aug. 1, 1920] 
 
HS (22 Oct. 1919) Work on the completion of the Beatrice-Eureka link of the State Highway is 
to begin next week….O course, the work will not be the actual constructing of the roadway but it 
will be confined to making the fills where necessary so that they may become packed down by 
next spring when road building will begin. 
 
HS (23 Oct. 1919) Redwood Park Now State and National Issue, Said by Cutler—Judge F.A. 
Cutler, at the Business Men’s luncheon today, made a very encouraging report of progress in that 
matter of the much-desired National Redwood Park in the South Fork Basin. Among other 
things, he said that soon the matter would cease to be entirely a local affair and that the local 
committee soon would be relieved by Gov. Stephens. The committee, which now is being 
selected, will be composed of eight men from different parts of the state who will personally 
inspect the sites and obtain data for a report to the Legislature. 
 In the East, Madison Grant is now spreading the propaganda and is meeting with 
enthusiastic responses. Among other things he has had a large number of stereopticon slides 
made of views in the South Fork redwoods, which are being exhibited all over. The eastern 
magazines have caught the fever and are clamoring for articles and views. In fact, his own mail, 
said Judge Cutler, is flooded only with requests for “stories” and views. [satisfactory 
arrangements had been concluded for the purchase of the Chapman tract; hard to read] 
 
HS (28 Oct. 1919) California State Auto Association passed resolution endorsing a National 
Redwood Park in Humboldt County. 
 
HS (6 Nov. 1919) Citizens Demand Highway Action; Empty Promises Not Acceptable—
[business men protest against “dilatory tactics of the State Highway Commission in not carrying 
out its promise to Humboldt County for the completion of its system of highways.”] 
 Engineer Somner told business men in July that highway from Miranda to Garberville 
would be completed in July except bridges…not done. Other sections not done as Somner 
promised.] 
 
HS (11 Nov. 1919) Highway Body All Mixed Up In Propaganda—Here it is—a choice lot of 
propaganda put out from Sacramento by the Highway Commission under the heading of “News.” 
Perhaps “news from nowhere,” was intended and distributed about the state, in order to convince 
the people that an immense amount of road building is in progress. However, the generals at 
Sacramento seem to be woefully out of touch with the men in the field, for the propaganda is as 
full of holes as many sections of highway are in this county.  [more] 
 
HS (12 Nov. 1919) The Board of Supervisors met unofficially with District Engineer F.G. 
Somner of the State Highway Commission in relation to the rights of way on the Beatrice-Eureka 
link and the continuance of work on that road. It developed that although it has not yet secured 
deeds, the Board considered that it practically had all rights of way ready for presentation to the 
State. 
 There was only one little hitch, which was the taking care of flood waters on the Pine 
dairy tract at Elk River, owned by N.H. Tooby and this was a matter for the Highway 
Commission to attend to…[Somner took care of this that day] 
 
HS (13 Nov. 1919)….It is the intention of the State Highway Commission which is composed of 
Messrs. T.W. Hine, H.L. Jackman and C.D. Day to leave here soon for the Capital and when 
they arrive there they will be armed with first-hand information and personally acquired data to 
place before the Highway Commission in backing up their demands for fair play for Humboldt 
and quick action in making good on the Commission’s promises. 
 It is the intention of the committee to don overalls and high boots and to arm themselves 
with picks and shovels and, if necessary, to dig a road for their car through the bad parts of the 
highway and to make the trip over that highway from here to Sacramento so that they will have 
the actual data of the conditions along the highway to present to the Commission. Also they will 
be provided with a detailed statement of the mileage and condition as to work performed, of all 
sections of highway between the Oregon line and Willits which statement has been promised by 
District Engineer T.G. Somner. Also they will have a statement furnished by County Auditor 
Carr of all moneys so far paid out by the County for State Highway, including that for bonds, 
interest, bridges, rights of way and other items. 
 The committee will have the endorsements of the Board of Supervisors, Chamber of 
Commerce and Business Men’s Association…. 
 
HS (25 Nov. 1919) Humboldt Men Appear Before Highway Board, Sacramento--….Chairman 
N. Darlington of the Commission denied that there had been any favoritism shown any section of 
the state. The immediate construction of several portions of important units of the coast route 
between San Francisco and the Oregon line was urged by the committee. Darlington then stated 
that this was not at present feasible but stated that the Commission hoped soon to complete the 
unit lying between Fortuna and Dyerville. 
 HS (27 Nov. 1919) 40 Acres of Park Trees Are Purchased—[at Board of Supervisors, 40 acres 
added to nucleus for National Redwood Forest Park on South Fork State Highway, making a 
total of 340 acres now acquired. Smith & Mains tract on which it was reported recently cutting 
had resumed, $6500—at $3 per thousand. This is the first tract to be purchased by the County; 
the Chapman tract having been purchased with $30,000 donated by Mather and Kent. 
 In the meantime, as the Board was informed by Arthur E. Connick of the park committee, 
the people are looking to the Legislature for the purchased by the State of more of the forest to 
make of it a state park which it is hoped eventually will become a larger national park. 
 
HS (4 Dec. 1919) Blythe Gives Redwoods Great Aid; Saturday Evening Post—Under the 
magnetic title of “The Last Stand of the Giants,” Samuel G. Blythe in the latest issue of the 
Saturday Evening Post does an incomparable service for the Save-the-Redwoods movement. His 
article embraces five full pages of the Post and is illustrated with ten photographic reproductions 
which tell the story of the relentless battle now being waged against the forest giants [more] 
 
HS (8 Dec. 1919) Tomorrow the Supervisors make their first payment on the second tract of 
redwood forest to be purchased by the County as a nucleus for a National Redwood Park on the 
South Fork. This is the Dunn & Dimmick tract for which $34,500 will be paid…paid in three 
installments. 
 
HS (16 Dec. 1919) As concrete evidence of the fact that the activities of the Women’s Save the 
Redwoods League of Humboldt county is accomplishing results and that these activities are 
known and appreciated by others interested in the project, the following letter has just been 
received from J.C. Merriam of the National Save the Redwoods League, stating that all of the 
women of this county who have affiliated themselves with the movement here, have been elected 
members of the National League and that on account of the work that they are doing here, and 
the results that they are accomplishing, they are to pay no dues in the National 
organization….[letter to Miss Amy Hunter]…. 
 Through the efforts of the women here and with the assistance of the County and 
contributions from Stephen Mather and Madison Grant, practically all cutting has been stopped 
in the redwoods along the Highway. It is true, grape stakes are still being made, but they are 
being made from what is known as the down timber. Cutting was stopped with the purchased of 
the Dunn  & Dimmick tract last week. 
 According to the terms of the sales, when these tracts are purchased, the original owners 
are given the privilege of cutting that portion of the timber already down into grape stakes or ties 
so to use it otherwise as they see fit. 
 With the funds provided by Mather and Kent and the money devoted to this use by the 
County, 564 acres of redwood timber has been purchased: 40 acres from Smith & Mains; 227 
from Dunn & Dimmick; and 237 from R.C. Chapmen and the gifts that have been made are 160 
acres from Mrs. H.W. McClellan and her daughters and 30 acres from Mrs. Sarah J. Perrott 
making a total of 754 acres as a nucleus of a National Park….Madison Grant keeping in touch 
regarding status of save redwoods movement… 
 
HS (25 Dec. 1919) Mercer-Fraser Has State Wide Reputation –photos 
 Here is a full view of the big highway bridge across Eureka slough just east of Eureka on 
the State Highway route between this city and Arcata. It is one of the products of the Mercer-
Fraser Co. and is nearing completion. AS the slough is navigable, it has been necessary to install 
a lift bridge and the towers shown in the picture are literally derricks for lifting the floor of the 
bridge. The lifting device will be operated by electricity and will be expeditious in action. 
 By the first of the year, there will have been completed at Eureka the only vertical lift 
span bridge in California and one of only two on the coast, the other being in Portland. This will 
be the bridge that spans Eureka slough on the easterly limit of the city on the State Highway 
under construction between Eureka and Arcata. 
 The structure, which now practically complete, is composed of twenty, 30-foot reinforced 
concrete spans and one 78-foot wooden lift span to be raised vertically and give a clearance of 50 
feet over the channel [more description] 
 Another photo on another page; long article about the Mercer-Fraser Company 
 
HS (25 Dec. 1919) Camp Life Has Many Attractions; Plan Your Trip for Next Summer. 
 
HS (27 Dec. 1919) Madison Grant Gives Great Aid to Tree Saving—The September Bulletin of 
the New York Zoological Society has been given over entirely to the cause of saving the 
redwoods through the influence of Madison Grant, who is first vice-president and one of the 
directors of the organization.  
 The articles in the magazine were prepared by Grant from material gathered while here 
on a visit with Stephen T. Mather several weeks ago and the reproductions of scenes in the 
redwoods are among the best that have been made showing as they do the magnificent stand of 
redwoods and in contrast the destruction by the tie and grape stake camps. 
 Such a demand has been created for this bulletin, since the few copies sent here have 
been passed around and read, that H.D. Zook has ordered a limited number from the publishers, 
to supply the call. 
 
HS (6 Jan. 1920) Photos of the big gravel bunkers and screening plant of the  Construction Co. at 
Fernbridge [more] 
 
HS (8 Jan. 1920) Completion of Highway Waiting on Road Board—The completion of the State 
Highway between Loleta and Fortuna now is up to the Highway Commission, according to the 
report made by T.W. Hine, Chairman of the County Highway Committee, at the Business Men’s 
luncheon today. The link has been held up pending the submission of the N.W.P.RR Co. of a 
proposition in connection with a proposed change in its tracks between Singley’s Ferry and 
Fernbridge…. 
 F.A. Cutler of the Redwood Park Committee reported that everything now looked 
favorable for a visit from the Secretary of the Interior to investigate the site for the proposed 
National Park on the South Fork. All cutting there, he said, had been stopped. The United States 
Railroad Administration has discontinued purchasing ties cut on these lands and soon the 
purchase of grape stakes from there will be discontinued. 
 
HS (10 Jan. 1920) Highway Commission To Be Requested To Keep Present Route, Loleta—
Within the past two weeks, the residents of Loleta found out that the Highway Commission 
intended putting the road on the upper side of the railroad track, thus cutting out Loleta. It did not 
take some of the business men long to circulate a petition to all the tax payers in and around 
Loleta begging the Commission to put the State Highway through the town. 
 Photos have been taken by the Eureka Art Co. [? Freeman] which will be taken to 
Sacramento by the committee who will attend the next meeting of the Highway Commission, 
Jan. 14…. 
 
HS (10 Jan. 1920) Regrowing of Redwoods New Enterprise of Forestry Men—The State Board 
of Forestry has adopted four definite clauses to be included in the forest policy for California that 
will be presented at the next session of the Legislature. 
 1. Appropriation by the Legislature of sufficient funds for the prevention and suppression 
of forest, grain, and pasture fires outside of National Forests. 
 2. Acquirement of logging-off areas, both in the redwoods and pine forests as a nucleus 
of state forests for future timber supply. 
 3. Acquirement of watersheds necessary for the conservation of water for domestic and 
irrigation purposes. 
 4. Renewal of forests on logged-off areas and watersheds that are in need of reforestation. 
[more] 
 
HS (12 Jan. 1920) Loleta Business Men Leave with Highway Petition— 
 
HS (17 Jan. 1920) Immortalize Highway Is Project; Madison Grant Urges Great Idea—In a 
timely article appearing in the New York Zoological Magazine, Madison Grant, noted 
conservationist of the east and originator of the Save the Redwoods League, outlines a plan of a 
series of redwood grove reservations that if successfully carried out would immortalize the 
highway extending from Ukiah to Crescent City, as a lateral “Highway of the Giants.” It would 
also perpetuate Humboldt and Del Norte’s claim to the title of “The Redwood Realm,” including 
as it does the reservation of many of the most important redwood tracts paralleling the highway 
route. The magnitude of the project makes its realization the work of many years, but it provides 
a pattern by which to work.. 
 Men of national prominence like Mr. Grant, who have visited the redwood country and 
become interested in the preservation of the Sequoias of this district, believe that if the tracts 
along the highway most endangered now can be saved, means will eventually be found to reserve 
representative tracts throughout the highway route from Mendocino to the Oregon line. AT the 
present time, however, all efforts of both the local and the National Save the Redwoods League 
have been coordinated to save the 50-mile stretch of redwood of the Eel River district, which is 
the first large tract of Sequoias entered by the coast highway coming north from San Francisco.  
 To Mr. Grant is due the organization of the Save the Redwoods League formed last 
August in San Francisco. He has made many tours of this section and his views on the park 
project are not those of a casual visitor but of a man who has studied well his subject and has a 
definite plan to submit an outline of his plan of a series of park reservations along the highway in 
Humboldt and Del Norte counties is best given in the following excerpts from his article in the 
Zoological Bulletin. 
 “After leaving Mendocino County, one enters the great groves of Humboldt and Del 
Norte counties. Four great forests stand out prominently—the groves along the South Fork of Eel 
River, culminating in the Bull Creek Flat and the Dyerville Flat and the west bank of main Eel 
River; the immense Redwood Creek grove; the Klamath River groves; and the Smith River 
groves in Del Norte County. Each has its peculiar charm, but it is the trees of Humboldt which at 
the present moment are in most peril!” 
 Mr. Grant then gives a description of the South Fork of Eel River, giving in minute detail 
an account of the logging operations opened up in this stretch of timber last summer, and 
emphasizing the need of saving the trees not only along the highway but of the entire erosion 
valley, including the Dyerville and Bull Creek flats. The area would include about 10,000 acres 
in addition to the Bull Creek Flat, characterized as “perhaps the finest forest in the world.” He 
continues: 
 “On the east bank of the Eel River for many miles below the forks, there are few 
redwoods in sight except at Fortuna, where 2,300 acres of fine redwoods have been preserved 
temporarily and are known as the Carson Woods. This grove is a mile or so east of the highway 
and should be preserved as a local park. 
 “Along the coast from Eureka north, about 20 miles there is little or nothing but cleared 
country and beyond Arcata, the road runs between some four miles of charred stumps which 
show no sign of reforestation. 
 “The Redwood Creek grove, one of the very best stands of redwood in Humboldt county, 
is approximately 50,000 acres in extant. One of the most conspicuous features of these redwood 
forests, especially in Del Norte county and the northern portions of Humboldt, is the profusion of 
ferns. It is said that some 30 species of ferns are found in these woods. This Redwood Creek 
stand is yet untouched and should be carefully considered for a national park, because the timber, 
being inaccessible, can be acquired at relatively small cost. 
 “The most important groves north of this section are on the Klamath and also on the 
Smith River in Del Norte county, known as the Mill Creek grove. There are several other groves 
in this region and the redwood stand throughout Del Norte is exceptionally fine. The trees, 
perhaps, are less healthy but they are large, more weird and grotesque in contour. As Del Norte 
county is somewhat remote, it may be immune for a short time before serious inroads by the axe. 
There is no doubt that the Smith River redwoods should be acquired ultimately for a national 
park. 
 “The great stand of redwoods on the left bank of main Eel River below the forks was left 
out of consideration temporarily because of the large sum involved in its purchase, but if the 
preservation of the South Fork is once secured, public interest will inevitably demand the 
extension of the park to include these trees. 
 “The protection of these redwoods must be secured by Humboldt County and the State of 
California, but the federal government also must do its share by establishing a large National 
Redwood Park. To ob Congressional action is a matter of many months, but a resolution has 
been offered in Congress by Representative Lea, calling for an investigation of the whole 
redwood problem with a view to the establishment of such a park. Heretofore, national parks 
have been carved out of the public domain and it will be a new departure for Congress to buy 
private lands for public use on any such scale as will be necessary here. 
 “The inhabitants of Del Norte and Humboldt counties have scarcely awakened to the 
possibilities of fabulous wealth in their redwoods as an attraction for visitors. The annual value 
of the tourist crop of southern California is said to be about $80,000,000, although natural 
curiosities other than the climate sometimes have to be manufactured. When Humboldt and Del 
Norte counties awaken to a full realization of the revolution effected by automobiles, which will 
flood the country with tourists as soon as the highways are completed, they will find that a 
redwood grove such as Bull Creek Flat is an attraction that is worth to the County many times 
the full net value of the timber contained in it. 
 “It will cost money to preserve the redwoods—many millions, but California has no 
choice. Either the amount needed to save the groves must be supplied today or else a far greater 
sum will be required ten years hence to purchase a butchered and isolated tenth part of the 
forests. Those are the easy alternatives.” 
 
HS (17 Jan. 1920) R.K. Airth arrived here Thursday from San Francisco, driving a Buick touring 
car. Speaking of the road conditions, he says that the Cummings to Garberville highway was 
blocked on account of slides, but the road over the Rattlesnake grade and Bell Springs Mountain 
was good. The worst roads were encountered in Humboldt county between McCann’s and 
Dyerville over the Newman grade. The old Buick plowed the mud up a foot high over the front 
axle on this part of the trip. The Willits to Cummings highway was in good order for this season 
and the State Highway Commission had crews of men all along the road, clearing out slides and 
filling up bad spots…. 
 
HS (17 Jan. 1920) Petition of Loleta Men presented at Sacramento; Favorable Action 
Expected…. 
 
HS (14 Feb. 1920) Weather permitting, grading on the Broadway and Fourth street boulevard 
connecting link of the Eureka-Arcata State Highway will begin Monday, according to Wm. 
Worswick [more] 
 
HS (19 Feb. 1920) Save Trees Movement Is Aided by Auto Show, San Francisco—“Save the 
Redwoods Day,” signalizing a campaign to nationalize the California big redwood tracts, will be 
held in connection with the auto show at the Exposition Auditorium Friday, Feb. 27. 
 The conference is being sponsored by the Save the Redwoods League of which Franklin 
K. Lane is president. Prominent Americans active in the league are Ray Lyman Wilbur, president 
of Leland Stanford University; William Kent, donor Muir Woods National Monument; Charles 
F. Stern, State Superintendent of Banks; Wm. H. Crocker, San Francisco banker; Wiggington E. 
Creed, Joseph D. Grant, Ralph P. Merritt; Benjamin Ide Wheeler and Dean John C. Merriam of 
the University of California. 
 Because of the interest which motorists have taken in the work of the league, the 
conservation campaign conference is to be held at the auto show. Motor industrial leaders, 
highway builders and motor and national park enthusiasts will join with other prominent 
Americans in the discussion of the national campaign to remove some of the redwood tracts from 
possibility of destruction by commercial enterprise. 
 Stephen T. Mather, Superintendent of National Parks, is chairman of the committee 
working for legislation for a National Redwood Park. Both Lane and Mather are expected to be 
in attendance at the San Francisco conference. Both are ardent workers in the National 
movement to save for future generations the world’s oldest living things, in all their primeval 
grandeur—the California redwoods. Prof. Harold C. Bryant, curator of the Museum of 
Vertebrate Zoology at the University of California, is directing the organization plans for the 
conference. 
 
HS (26 Feb. 1920) Loleta Highway Petition Refused, Loleta—Despite the petition sent to the 
State Highway Commission, the highway is to be built on eh east of the railroad. The grade is to 
be laid out between Fernbridge and Loleta on the east of the railroad track. 
 
FE (27 Feb. 1920) Save the Redwoods Edition; articles and photos 
 
HS (1 March 1920) Save Redwoods League Takes Action in Bay City, San Francisco, 
Associated Press—Plans to save the great redwood groves in northern California from 
destruction threatened by lumbering interests were taken up by nature lovers from many parts of 
the country, called in a conference here yesterday by the Save the Redwoods League. 
 It is the aim of the league to secure a belt of the finest redwood timber bordering the 
highway in Humboldt county, hope that the area may be made a state park. Plans are also being 
formulated to obtain a considerable body of the most typical primitive redwood forest known for 
the purpose of a National Redwood Park. 
 Recent extension of the California highway system through Humboldt county has made 
the magnificent redwood forests of the northern coast easily accessible to the lover of nature, to 
the tourist and to numerous industries dependent upon forest products. 
 The extended use of the highway coming at a time of unusual activity following the war, 
it is said, has brought a sudden understanding of the value and interest of these forests as unique 
wonders of nature. Attention has also been called to the imminence of their disappearance before 
the great demand for lumber. 
 The Save the Redwoods League was organized to assist in bringing about a better 
understanding of the value of the primeval redwood forests of America as natural objects of 
extraordinary interest as well as of economic importance and for the purpose of bringing into 
unity of action all interests concerned with the movement to preserve portions of these forests. 
 Plans of the league involve both the establishment of state and national parks….The 
committee appointed to direct the campaign for a National Redwood Park is headed by Stephen 
T. Mather, Director of the National Parks…. 
 
HS (4 March 1920) Drama May Be Offered In Forests of County—Something may be doing in 
Dyerville Flat this summer that may bring from 3000 to 5000 people hailing from all parts of the 
coast and from the East to view that magnificent tract of redwood forest which it is sought to 
include in a National Redwood Park. This “doings” would be the presentation of a sylvan play 
amid the monarchs of the primeval forest, a repetition of the play that was put on among the 
redwoods of the Santa Cruz mountains last summer. 
 This was the intimation made by Judge F.A. Cutler of the Redwood Park Committee who 
has just returned from San Francisco where he took an active part in the convention that was held 
at the Automobile Show by the California League for the Preservation of the Redwoods. It was 
brought out at this convention that the nation-wide advertisement through the Saturday Evening 
Post and other Eastern periodical, given the Redwood Park movement, would be worth 
$50,000,000 to any manufacturer. That it has excited interest all over the country was shown by 
reports of Secretary Merriam of the League to the effort that subscriptions to membership in the 
league were coming in from many states in the East and South. Texas sent in 1 $164 and Georgia 
$100, which means 164 members in the one state and 100 in the other. 
 He told of the offer made at the convention by the manager of the dramatic and musical 
company to put on the play among the redwoods of the Dyerville Flat on the State Highway. The 
play was written by the manager of the company and the players are composed of volunteers 
from among the amateur and professional circles of San Francisco to the number of 100. The 
only expense to be met by the league would be the fares and expenses of the players coming 
here, which easily could be met by subscriptions. At the Santa Cruz production, said Cutler, the 
attendance was between 8000 and 10,000 and that here would easily reach 3000 or 5000. 
 
HS (5 March 1920) C.T. Wilson, Immortalizer of Redwoods, Dies in N.Y…[photo] ….Probably 
no man has done more to advertise the beauties of Humboldt’s matchless forests than Charles 
Theller Wilson with his artistic paintings of our magnificent redwoods and the beauty spots 
amidst their stately aisles. Several of these paintings still are here, notably three large canvases in 
the lobby of the Hotel Vance, two more in the Court House corridor and another splendid canvas 
at Matthews Art store. But by far the most of his redwood paintings were eagerly snapped up by 
the members of artistic calendars in the East, for reproduction in colors and these calendars may 
be found in every city of the United States. Also there are several of his canvases depicting 
scenes in the redwoods hanging in stately homes in the East and along the Pacific Coast. 
 Wilson inherited his artistic genius from his mother, Agnes E. Wilson, a noted artist of 
early days in San Francisco where the son was born in 1856. It was under his mother that he 
studied first and then became the pupil of the celebrated California artist Jules Tavernier. He 
extended his studies to subjects in Mexico, Central America and along the west coast of South 
America, but always it was the beauties of nature that appealed to his artistic mind and brush. 
 In his younger days with Tavernier, it was the giant redwoods that attracted him most and 
returning to California he came to Humboldt in 1900, once more to be among them and place 
their glories on canvas. Amid them, he remained, making his home in Eureka until last year 
when he left to visit relatives in New York. He is survived by his wife in this city, two daughters 
in southern California and a brother, residence unknown here. 
 
HS (8 April 1920) Business Men of Eureka Extend Credit to Permit Highway Paving Contract—
It took less than 15 minutes this afternoon for the progressive business men of Eureka to turn 
apparent defeat to our State Highway desires into victory. 
 Defeat seemed assured when Chairman T.W. Hine of the highway committee at the 
business men’s regular luncheon this afternoon, announced that the decision of the State 
Highway Commission to let the contract for concreting the State Highway between Fortuna and 
Dyerville as one inseparable contract, probably would result in the work having to go over for 
another year. The contract, which is for 25 miles of road, he said, was too big for any local 
contractor to handle and it was probable that no other contractors would bid on it, so that the 
result would be the dropping of the project temporarily for want of bids. 
 However, Chairman Hine stated the Englehart Paving Construction Company of this city 
was willing to bid on the contract and was able to carry it out as far as equipment and material 
was concerned, but the company financially would be unable to handle such a big job without 
assistance. 
 He suggested that to save the situation, the business men of Eureka get behind the 
company with their credit so that in case of necessity the contractor would be able to finance his 
undertaking between payments by the State. This, he said, would require a credit with the banks 
of about $50,000. 
 It was at this juncture that the “shock troops” of Eureka’s business army were rushed to 
the front, its guns unlimbered and bang went the first shot, an offer of $2000 in backing by 
Chairman Hines. Thence forward, the firing became fast and furious and when the smoke of 
battle had cleared away, the history of the engagement was written with the following roll of 
honor: 
 Subscribers To Highway Backing, Eureka, April 8, 1920 List of persons who will sign a 
note to the amount set opposite their names as security for amounts advanced…63 men and 
businesses, $47,000…[more] 
 
HS (9 April 1920) Grading work on the Eureka-Beatrice link of the State Highway is expected 
will be underway in two weeks, according to Resident Engineer J.L. Lewis. 
 
HS (13 April 1920) Low Estimate By Engineer Delays Project for Paving—the chances for 
beginning the concreting of the 25-mile section of State Highway between Fortuna and Dyerville 
this year seem to be rather slim, judging from telegrams received here yesterday. The bids were 
opened by the Highway Commission at Sacramento and were found to be greatly in excess of the 
State Engineers’ estimate. [ 2 bids, P.L. Burr $443,000 and Englehart, $335,000] 
 
HS (15 April 1920) Governor Backs Up Demand for Highway Paving; Action Is Now Assured 
This County—The concreting of the Fortuna-Dyerville section of the State Highway, or at least 
part of it, will be done this year, notwithstanding the fact that the bids for the entire 25 mile job 
were turned down by the State Highway Commission Monday as being too high. This was the 
word brought back by the Humboldt Highway Committee that went to Sacramento….The work 
is to be done by day’s labor, but the main thing is that it is to be done and this was what the 
committee accomplished with the commission. Not only that, but the committee secured the 
active cooperation of Gov. Stephens….[more] 
 
HS (15 April 1920) Overhead Way To Be Built Near Loleta [overhead crossing of NWP track on 
the branch road from the State Highway into Loleta] 
 
HS (23 April 1920) Highway Link To Beatrice Ready Oct. 1. 
 
HS (23 April 1920)….the Dyerville-Garberville, Garberville-Cummings, and Garberville-Shelter 
Cove sections are passable, but rough in spots…. 
 With the improvement in road conditions, many tourists who have hesitated before 
making the trip will begin to arrive overnight on their way north and also numbers are expected 
for the summer that have been attracted by the wide publicity given the Save the Redwoods 
movement. 
 
HS (29 April 1920) Eastern Man To Acquire Memorial Grove in County—With an eastern 
capitalist back of them, who is willing to spend from $10,000 to $15,000 for the purchase of a 
redwood grove in this county, along the Highway of the Giants, W. Metcalf of the forestry 
department of the University of California and R.F. Hammatt of the United States Forestry 
Service are here to look over the situation in general and to survey and place estimates on several 
particular tracts on the South Fork of Eel River. They go this afternoon to that part of the county, 
and will spend several days in the various groves before passing their judgment, and returning 
their findings to the East. 
 The Eastern man has learned of the Humboldt redwoods through the enthusiastic 
accounts of Madison Grant and also from President Merriam of the National Save the Redwoods 
League. Desiring to purchase a memorial grove of trees to be named for Arthur C. Bolling of 
Massachusetts who gave his life in the war, he has sent these two competent men here to 
investigate for him before purchasing. If he finds a suitable tract to be set aside for a memorial 
grove, his purchase will be a decided boost for the Save the Redwoods movement and will serve 
to preserve at least one grove for posterity. 
 Both Hammatt and Metcalf are of the opinion that the Save the Redwoods movement is 
gaining recognition throughout the East, as well as in this state and the work is well organized 
and constantly moving. Both are personally interested in the movement and keep in close touch 
with activities here.  
 
HS (1 May 1920) Mrs. C.H. Wright To Open Her Studio—The announcement that Mrs. C.H. 
Wright is to open her charming home studio to the public is one that will bring an unusual 
amount of pleasure and satisfaction to the people of this county who know and love her work. 
Mrs. Wright is an artist above all else and her collection of Humboldt woods and scenes from the 
seashore to the deepest mountains is one that is most unusual. She is shortly to hold afternoon 
and evening receptions to formally introduce the public to her studio and from that time on or 
even at the present, for that matter, all visitors will be welcomed…. 
 “The Save the Redwoods movement is not new to me,” Mrs. Wright said. “I have been 
saving them on canvas for years.” 
 “A long time ago, I realized what a loss their destruction is to the county and to the 
world, and my whole thought has been to ‘save’ as is in my power. 
 “ I have a good many canvases, all different, of course. You see, the redwoods in sections 
are just as different as people are. There is a difference in the atmosphere and the surroundings 
that they take up. The trees themselves are grey in tone, you see, and they absorb the colorings 
and the light from their settings. That is why you will find in mine, widely-varying colorings. I 
have studied them in this light for years, and I have never found two places just alike. These 
from the Klamath to the deep, dark forest, you will see, and take this one over here, was done in 
the fog and another over there, done on the South Fork is filled with sunshine.” 
 And you will find, too, upon close observation the truth of this statement. Each and every 
one of her redwood paintings is an individual place at a particular time and each carries its own 
message distinct from any other. 
 Those who know and love various parts of the county aside from the redwoods in little 
particular places will find many of their very own haunts there, on canvas, it is true, but alive and 
beckoning for the rod and line, or the picnic dinner, or just a restful half hour. There is the big 
jagged cliff just below the Redwood Creek bridge where many a sportsman has spent a Sunday; 
the expanse of brown hills and timbered mountains of the Blocksburg country; four or five of the 
favored nooks at the Dinsmore resort; the entirely different scenery of the southern part of the 
county around Phillipsville; the sand dunes of the Samoa beach; the summer camp of C.W> 
Ward on the Klamath; the falls in Ah Pah creek and oh, so many others. Each picture has a story 
of its own, and a personal interest that makes it real. 
 The Ah Pah falls were painted under extraordinary circumstances. While summering on 
the Klamath at the Ward camp, Mrs. Wright had the trip arranged for her. C.W. War procured a 
competent guide who, carrying a pack including the lunch, Mrs. Wright’s outfit, and a gun and 
ammunition, le the way over the difficult trails. As Mrs. Wright painted, he sat or patrolled the 
vicinity with gun constantly in hand, at noon preparing lunch, and again taking up his watch that 
she might be free to give her entire attention to her work, for the falls of Ah Pah Creek are in the 
deepest wilds and growling wild animals make close guard necessary on the entire trip. 
 Mrs. Wright found her biggest interest in life when but 13 years old. She began to “draw 
and paint,” then and has been doing this constantly ever since until now, she has gained 
recognition, not alone here, but among the artists of the state. She has never set out to 
commercialize her work, although she has been a most successful and versatile teacher in all her 
pictures for the love of the work. Her studio is now filled with her oil paintings about 100 in 
number, all of which are for sale, in order that she may make room for others. Judge Cutler 
recently expressed a deep grievance and administered a thorough “scolding” to Mrs. Wright 
when he learned of the treasures of her studio, that have not been exploited as one of the big 
attractions of the city, and have not been shown to the eminent visitors who have from time to 
time been here, and who have been so interested in the county and in the redwoods in particular. 
And so it comes that her studio is to be thrown open at this season, that the tourists of the 
summer as well as others may enjoy visiting it. 
 The studio itself is a most attractive place, occupying the entire third floor of the Wright 
home on 13th and H streets, it is approximately 30 by 50 feet in size and the paintings, curios, 
and various interesting articles are grouped about the great homelike fireplace, which forms the 
central feature of the room. An Indian corner, Indian rugs, growing potted plants and hanging 
plants, a spinning wheel and stool, a screen here and there, link the immense room into a 
harmonious comfortable place and a lovely setting for the artist’s works. All day long from 
morning until night, Mrs. Wright spends in her studio or in her work room, always with her art 
and ever-accomplishing something beautiful. Her paintings are set in the most beautiful of hand-
selected frames, frames which in themselves are works of art, but so unobtrusive and quiet in 
design that they detract not one bit from the attention demanded by the pictures themselves. 
 And this is the place, a home studio in the heart of Eureka to which everyone is extended 
an invitation and where a cordial hostess and a wholesome welcome await everyone who calls. 
The reception and opening day will bring a revelation to the many who have known Mrs. Wright 
as an artist, but who have not visited her home and enjoyed a view of her work. And the studio 
will be one of the finest of the show places of the city, a place where every visitor to the county 
must be taken. 
 
HS (4 May 1920) Tourist Cabins To BE Erected Before Big Salmon Season—[Ferndale business 
men]  decided to purchase or lease two acres of land at the mouth of the river to erect six cabins 
and a community smoke house for tourists…. 
 
HS (6 May 1920) The Fourth street-Broadway link of the Eureka-Arcata State Highway need not 
be completed before Nov. 1…. 
 
HS (8 May 1920) Preparations for completing the Eureka-Beatrice link of the State Highway are 
going on apace. AS a result of a conference yesterday, the gravel question was solved. 
Contractor  is to put on three shifts at his Eel River pits and will begin the delivery of gravel to 
the Highway Commission as soon as the loading and unloading machinery of Contractor 
Johnson arrives next week. M.L. Johnson, superintendent of high construction for the 
Commission, arrived yesterday to oversee the road work…. 
 
HS (13 May 1920) Humboldt Must Raise Money For Paving Road—If the people of Humboldt 
wish to have the State Highway between Fortuna and Dyerville paved this year, they must 
furnish the money for it or what amounts to the same thing, they must purchase from the state 
sufficient of the new issue of State Highway bonds to produce the amount of money required for 
the work. 
 This was the substance of a report made by Chairman T.W. Hine of the county committee 
on State Highways at the business men’ s luncheon today. He said that it was imperative  that at 
least such paving be done on that link between Fortuna and Scotia and in order to have that work 
done, it will be necessary for the supervisors to purchase at least $200,000 worth of the 4 ½ 
percent bonds. These bonds, however, now are a drug on the market he said and cannot be sold 
by the state and although under the law, they must be bought at par they cannot be sold for more 
than 90 cents on the dollar, so unless the county can hold the bonds, it would stand to lose on 
such purchased about $20,000. 
 
HS (14 May 1920) President of Sierra Cub To Boost For Forest Park—DR. Wm. S. Bade, 
president of the Sierra Club, well-known author and lecturer, is to come here Monday to look 
over the redwoods of the South Fork basin before writing an article on the subject which is now 
one of nation-wide interest for the next issue of “ Motor Land.”  Dr. Bade is coming here in the 
interests of the National Save the Redwoods League and his efforts will accomplish a large 
amount of desired publicity for the park project in the county. On Tuesday and Wednesday he 
will be taken through the South Fork groves by Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Mahan and others…. 
 
HS (4 June 1920) State Head Coming For Survey of Road Plans; Gov. Stephens and Chief 
Engineer Fletcher Are Heading Party; Will Journey Down Klamath; Proposed Road Along River 
to Requa To receive Consideration— 
 
HS (9 June 1920) Highway Work Ordered Stopped in Humboldt County, Sacramento—The 
State Highway Commission ordered day labor work on projects estimated in value at $1 million 
discontinued. The Commission said this was pending the readjustment that would make the 
highway bonds salable at par…projects in seven counties, including Humboldt. 
 
HS (1 July 1920) Photo of big cut at Fields Landing as part of State Highway work. 
 
HS (21 July 1920) Ferndalers Lease Camp Site; Eel River Oppose Commercial Fishing; 
Endeavor to Promote Outing Attractions and Pleasure in Valley. 
 
HS (22 July 1920) Mrs. Marlette Lane has established her studio at 514 Second Street, giving up 
her work in Fortuna school department and her studio in that town. Mrs. Lane has moved a 
number of her canvases to her new location….Her painting of the giant sequoias are becoming 
widely known and her studio will be one of the centers of interest for the tourists this season. 
 
HS (22 July 1920) Park Project Recalled to Life During Lunch Today—At the business men’s 
luncheon today, Judge F.A. Cutler brought up a subject which seemed to have dropped out of the 
minds of the assemblage, but which proved to be very much alive yet and getting livelier. This is 
the National Redwood Park project for this county. Judge Cutler who has been the most active of 
Humboldters in furthering the  project told of the progress that is being made and of the passage 
of Congressman Lea’s bill authorizing the Secretary of Interior to investigate, examine and 
report upon the project. That the investigation for financing the visit of the Interior Secretary and 
other officials to the site of the park, the expenses of the visit will be borne by private 
individuals. The funds for the purpose are being raised by Director of National Parks, Stephen T. 
Mather from among the many enthusiastic supporters of the project—the lovers of Nature who 
have the desire and the means for perpetuating for the people such a national monument as our 
beautiful redwood trees…. 
 
HS (26 Aug. 1920) Eureka-Beatrice Highway For Use in October, cement 
 
HS (17 Sept. 1920) The work of paving Broadway and Fourth streets is progressing very fast and 
within a short time, the work will be completed…. 
 
 
HS (23 Sept. 1920) Phillipsville—Work is progressing rapidly toward graveling the highway in 
this section. Walter Sinclair has taken the contracts to gravel from Sylvandale ranch to 
Garberville…. 
 
HS (24 Sept. 1920) Park Survey Is Commenced; Mather Coming, San Francisco—The official 
survey of the proposed national park, as provided for by Congressman Lea’s resolution, will 
commence next week under the direction of the United States Forestry Service. Paul G. 
Reddington, chief district forester, is in charge….The survey will be made of the South Fork 
Basin and will include a cruise of the standing timber. All available maps and records are now 
being investigated and with the arrival of Director General of National Parks Stephen T. Mather 
the surveyors and engineers will enter upon the actual field work. 
 
HS (13 Oct. 1920) Standard Photographer Gets First Airplane Pictures of Eureka—Kenneth 
Kilburn, staff photographer..photos of Eureka and one of Kilburn—In photographing eureka 
from the air, Kenneth Kilburn, Standard photographer, has added another achievement to a 
number done here in a photographic way. Kilburn was the first man to bring a motion picture 
camera here for local use and the first to photograph a motion picture play in Eureka. Recently 
he took motion pictures of the wrecked cruiser Milwaukee, directing his camera from the bi-
plane piloted by Dayton Murray. Before that time, flying several thousand feet above earth in the 
Mattley plane, he secured pictures of Big Lagoon and vicinity. 
 In the near future, Kilburn and Murray will soar over the giant redwoods of Bull Creek to 
secure motion pictures of the proposed redwood park.  
 
HS (16 Oct. 1920) 40,000 Elks To Boost for Park—Forty thousand Elks in California will boost 
for a State and National Redwood Park to preserve to posterity a part, at least, of our great 
redwood forests. That is the result of the efforts of the delegation of 15 Elks from Eureka Lodge 
and particularly of Judge F.A. Cutler who attended the meeting of the State Association of Elks 
at Sacramento…. 
 
HS (4 Nov. 1920) Auto Park Approved But Not in City Park—That eureka should have a large 
and well-equipped auto park for tourists but under no circumstances in Sequoia Park, was the 
sense of the meeting of the Eureka Chamber of Commerce….needs to be on highway. 
 HS (13 Nov. 1920) The Eureka-Beatrice link of the State Highway will be open for light traffic 
throughout his length in three weeks…. 
 
HS (15 Nov. 1920) Twenty Acres for Auto Park Given Fortuna. 
 
HS (23 Nov. 1920) Ukiah Records Show Value of Auto Camp to community. 
 
HS (26 Nov. 1920) Fortuna Businessmen Pledged Purchase Site for Auto Camp; Entrance to 
Carson Woods Park. 
 
HS (2 Dec. 1920) Save Redwoods League to Meet Here Saturday—Whether the local “Save the 
Redwoods” organization shall remain on the status in which it has been established, or whether it 
shall become affiliated with the national organization is to be decided at the annual meeting, 
Dec. 4.  
 The officials of the national organization have sent a request that the local order affiliate 
with the larger organization with the feeling that more definite results could be obtained through 
affiliation….Membership campaign for January; importance of campaign will be seen, when the 
fact is considered that Humboldt wants a national redwood park and the “higher-ups” will judge 
the sentiment and support that the Humboldt people are giving the project solely through the 
number of members in the organization. [ more] 
 
HS (25 Dec. 1920) 1921 Vacations Look Toward County—Photo Bull Creek Woods; Open 
House in 1921! That’s the idea Eureka is going to work on…. 
 “Frank and his family were up your way last summer,” writes an L.A. man, “and he says 
that Humboldt County is easily one of the most delightful sections of California. And he was 
surprised to find the roads in good condition—not L.A. boulevards, he admitted, but good 
enough and safe enough for anyone….And he understood that the roads were going to be A-1 
next year. 
 “Well, I have a new car ordered for spring delivery. It’s going to be a six cylinder boat 
with all kinds of ginger under the hood and one of these handy-twenty-second-to-set-up camping 
outfits on the running board. And we are going to Humboldt County for six weeks. 
 “The wife is all fussed up over the idea, for Frank’s wife talked a whole lot about the trip 
when they got back and her kids simply pumped our youngsters full of yarns about trout streams 
and swimming holes and bear and deer and they swallowed it all clear up to the sinker. 
 “Yes, you can watch for me next summer and I’ll bet a tank of gas that a lot of the other 
fellows around L.A. will do the same. Frankly, this southern California gag has just about been 
worked out.” 
 That is the way they feel about it. Humboldt county has been talked about, all without an 
effort on its part and notwithstanding, the fact that highways were uncompleted, camp grounds 
uninviting and the residents generally indifferent to the fact that this part of the world is to be the 
big playground of California. 
 But it is a fact and when it becomes poised abroad that highways are completed and roads 
open in all directions, the happy tooting of the tourist horn will be heard to the north and south 
throughout the 24 hours of the day. 
 The Eureka Chamber of Commerce has just presented Eureka with a real Christmas 
present—the finest automobile camping ground on the coast. Something to be proud of, isn’t 
it…. 
 And practically every sheltered nook along the highways will have the individual camps. 
Holiday seekers from the hot interior valleys, the busy cities around the bay and from the states 
in the east and north will be there. 
 Yes, the summer of 1921 is going to be a big automobile year for Eureka and for 
Humboldt county. Fortuna and Ferndale and Arcata and the other fine five towns of the county 
know this and are preparing to give them a generous reception. 
 These tourists are going to bring spending money with them and it will be spent here but 
that is not the best of it. The big benefit from their visits will be found when they go back home 
and tell those who did not come about the forests, the streams, the flowering fields and the 
countless other delightful things to be found up this way. 
 [caps] The Tourist of 1921 Are Going to Turn the Eyes of the World Toward Humboldt 
County! 
 This will mean something that will go beyond tourists and touring. It will mean that 
business men with idle capital will roll into Humboldt county in big touring cars, and while 
enjoying a vacation will see the big possibilities that lie about here on every hand. And a little 
encouragement, a little information freely given and some diplomacy where needed will turn the 
trick. The tourist will become an investor. 
 It happens that the force that will attract him here has been created almost entirely by 
Nature. The people of Humboldt county have not yet had time nor means to make this part of the 
state an artificial playground. And it happens also that there is no need to take such action. 
Nature has done all the work necessary and has been so generous that to attempt to add thereto 
would be but to rebuke her kindness. 
 But Nature has no means of telling the outside world of what she has done here. That 
becomes the duty of the people of Humboldt not only for their own good, but for the good of the 
millions who have heard only indifferently or not at all of the grandeur of the redwood groves, 
the charm of the great rivers and the magnificent vistas of the mountains. Humboldt must talk 
about, preserve and cherish all that Nature has done for it. The approaching year offers 
unprecedented opportunities for the task. The result will become apparent soon after action is 
taken. 
 The task will not be a difficult one. Hundreds of Humboldt people are beginning to 
awaken to the fact that they are living in a marvelously rich region where resources worth 
millions upon millions remain to be tapped. Further, they are beginning to see that rivers and 
forests and mountains and climate can be made to produce [more but hard to read] 
 It is surprising to discover that the people of the United States did not appreciate the 
redwoods or even begin to learn anything about them until they learned in a few short months 
that the redwoods were about to vanish forever. Alarmed and driven to action, they got 
together—the…of Nature’s supreme handiwork and took measure to see that this last redwood 
giant of the Pacific coast was not cut into rafters, beams and planks. 
 There are reassuring developments to indicate that the activities of the League are to 
result in the saving of a substantial grove of redwoods. But every acre added to the grove will be 
a victory for those who believe that commercialism should not be permitted to absorb all that is 
beautiful and inspiring in life. [more]  
 
HS (13 Jan. 1921) Lumbermen Asked To Cease Cutting on Highway—photo. Bolt making 
equipment near Dyerville. Numerous small camps like this are being scattered along the highway 
and others are to be placed shortly. It will not take many months of active cutting by such 
equipment to ruin all prospects of securing a strip of virgin redwoods along the highway. 
 
HS (14 Jan. 1921) Redwood Park Appropriation Will Be Delayed; No Action Can Be Secured 
This Month—letter from Newton Drury 
 
HS (15 Jan. 1921) Photo—Expensive Bridge Enjoys Splendid Isolation; bridge across Eureka 
Slough, cost $70,000; still not in use; highway to Arcata not yet constructed. 
 
HS (15 Jan. 1921) Park Project Promising But Appropriation May Be Pared— 
 
HS (17 Jan. 1921) Report of Highway Commission Tells of Work Accomplished; Makes Plea 
for Redwood Park [biennial report of the California Highway Commission, long article] 
 
HS (3 Feb. 1921) Four Projects To Be Rushed; Eureka Men Get Results; Highway Commission 
Says Long-Delayed Work will be put through--….Here are the highways that will be completed 
and open for traffic as early as possible: Loleta to Fortuna; Eureka to Beatrice; Eureka to Arcata; 
Arcata to Trinidad. 
 
DNT (4 Feb. 1921) Editorial. Preservation of the Redwoods--….Another proposition that should 
appeal to home people to at least save a portion of Del Norte’s redwoods is for the purchase of 
the tract of timber between this place and Smith River. It is a fine body of timber, consisting of 
about 500 acres which will be converted into a park. The western portion borders on Lake Earl, a 
large body of water abounding in trout and salmon. Good boating and bathing can also be had. 
Securing a large National Park is too slow a proposition as we fear that the coveted stand of 
redwood timber will be logged over. Secure the Lake Earl tract NOW and grab that much away 
from logging and milling operations [also preservation of scenery along State highway] 
 
HS (14 Feb. 1921) Photo—Save Redwoods League To Send Agents to Capital [redwood grove, 
cited as Standard photo] The preservation of redwood groves in Humboldt county is a subject 
that is to come prominently before the State Legislature at its next sitting. The National Save the 
Redwoods League is active in promoting interest in the Humboldt trees and among a number of 
persons who are to be in Sacramento in the interests of the bill will be Dr. Aurelia Reinhart, 
Judge F.A. Cutler and probably Madison Grant. 
 
HS (17 Feb. 1921) Dr. John C. Merriam, head of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, was 
elected president of the Save the Redwoods League….he was one of the original organizers of 
the movement to save representative areas of the finest of the Sequoia sempervirens or 
redwoods.  Redwoods. Other directors: J.D. Grant Wm. F. Bade, Charles F. Stern, J.C. Sperry 
and Mrs. Aaron Schloss. 
 
HS (23 Feb. 1921) The first transfer of redwood timber land in the proposed National Redwood 
Park area in this county was placed on record this morning. This was a deed from John C. 
Phillips of Massachusetts to the Save the Redwoods League of 120 acres of redwood timber land 
near Miranda…. 
 
HS (31 March 1921) Photos—The best of progress is being made in perfecting Eureka’s 
automobile camping ground at the corner of Broadway and Clark. The buildings being erected 
are of attractive design and will not be in conflict with the natural beauty of the 
surroundings….ready by May 1; campsite secure and equipped by Chamber of Commerce. 
 
HS (8 April 1921) Fifty panorama views of the redwoods of Humboldt county have been sent to 
F.J. Cummings at Sacramento for the use of the Assemblymen on the redwoods conservation 
committee in response to a request which came from Judge F.A. Cutler. Cutler attended the 
conference of the joint Senate and Assembly committees….He states that the present status of 
the redwoods along the highway was described and the necessity of immediate action forcibly 
laid before the solons…. 
 
HS (8 April 1921) Prominent People Attend Meet in Sacramento Save Redwoods--….The 
delegation that called on the Governor said, if legislation is not enacted at this session to save the 
redwoods in question, the giant Sequoias will be destroyed by lumber interests before the 
Legislature convenes in 1922. Members of the delegation: Dr. F.W. Baade, acting president of 
Save the Redwoods League; former Congressman Wm. Kent; Mrs. J.P. Mahan of Eureka of the 
Woman’s Save the Redwoods League; Mrs. A.L. Bartlett, representing the Los Angeles 
Woman’s Club; C.F. Stern, State Superintendent of Banks; Capt. F. Selfridge of Pacific Lumber 
Co.; E.J. James, Sage Lumber Co.; A.E. Connick, President First National Bank, Eureka; 
Professor Walter Mulford, University of California; Paul Hunter, Fortuna; R.F. Hammatt, San 
Francisco Secretary California Redwoods Association; Solon Williams, State Forestry Board; 
M.B. Pratt, Deputy State Forester; N. Darlington, State Highway Commission; J.C. Sperry and 
Newton B. Drury, Save the Redwoods League; Judge F.A. Cutler, Eureka. 
 
HS (2 May 1921) photos—Auto Park Opened; Tourist Headquarters Prepared. 
 
HS (17 June 1921) Memorial Grove Will be Center of Ceremonies—With several of America’s 
most distinguished men participating, the Boling Memorial Grove on the South Fork of Eel 
River will be dedicated during August of this year. Appropriate ceremonies are being arranged in 
which will appear Dr. Phillips of Massachusetts, donor of the grove; Gilbert H. Grosener, 
president of the National Geographic Society, George H. Lorimer, editor of the Saturday Post, 
Dr. John C. Merriam and Madison Grant of New York. Planned by Save the Redwoods League 
and State Board of Forestry. 
 
HS (17 June 1921) Humboldt Women To Aid Buying Redwood Tracts—Former Governor 
George C. Pardee, chairman of the State Forestry Commission, with Mrs. Pardee, Commissioner 
S.H. Williams of Siskiyou, and J.C. Sperry of Save the Redwood League, left in their car this 
morning to go as far as Willits today. On their return trip they are accompanied by District 
Engineer F.G. Somner of the State Highway Commission in his car. 
 Dr. Pardee, who came here on a reconnaissance in connection with the expenditure of the 
$300,000 appropriated by the state toward the purchase of redwood tracts along the South Fork, 
yesterday met with the Chamber of Commerce, the women of the local Save the Redwoods 
League and many other citizens and discussed the situation. 
 In his address, Dr. Pardee appealed to the people of Humboldt once more to come to the 
aid of the commission and assist it in making the comparatively small appropriations go as far as 
possible in the purchase of the redwoods along the highway. He suggested the donation by 
wealthy owners of tracts as memorials to loved ones and the securing of other tracts as 
monuments to those who fell on the bloody battlefields of France. If necessary, he suggested the 
county treasury and city treasury should be called on to furnish funds for perpetuating the grand 
old redwoods of Humboldt county. 
 Commissioner Williams to whom in a large measure was due the securing of Gov. 
Stephen’s signature to the appropriation bill, also addressed the meeting and told of the great 
attraction which this aisle of grand old trees will be to the tourist who must pass through it on his 
way to the Klamath Highway soon to be completed. 
 Vice-President C.D. Daly of the Chamber of Commerce assured the Commissioners of 
Humboldt’s loyal support in their effort to secure the redwoods. Assurance that the women of the 
county would assist in every way was given by Mrs. J.P. Mahan who has been an active and 
successful worker ever since the movement to save the redwoods was originated. 
 
HS (21 June 1921) Photo—Heavy Run of Auto Tourists Starts; Crowd Park. 
 
HS (24 June 1921) Record Night at Auto Park; Tourist Wave Rises Rapidly—Thirty-one 
automobiles were parked at the Auto Camp on Broadway last night and 31 touring parties were 
accommodated….Every day has witnessed an increase in the patronage and already the success 
of the park is far beyond expectations. Business is booming now. [list of registrants from S.F., 
Santa Ana, Geyserville, Hamilton City, Redlands, San Luis Obispo, Portland, Imperial Valley, 
San Bernardino, Wichita Falls, Canton, Ohio, and more…] 
 
HS (23 July 1921) Meeting in the open air under the giant redwoods of Humboldt county, 
leaders in the save the redwoods movement will dedicate the Bolling Memorial Grove with 
appropriate exercises on the morning of Saturday Aug. 6. The Bolling Grove is a remarkable 
stand of redwoods adjacent to the California State highway at the junction of the South Fork of 
Eel River and Elk creek. It is about 45 miles from eureka. This grove was purchased by Dr. John 
C. Phillips of Wenham, Mass. And deeded to the Save the Redwoods League with the intent that 
it should be held for the enjoyment of the public and should stand as a memorial to Colonel 
Raynal C. Bolling, brother-in-law of Dr. Phillips, the first American officer of high rank to fall in 
the World War… 
 Dr. John C. Merriam of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, president of the Save the 
Redwoods League, will be in charge of the ceremonies. [Madison Grant of New York, celebrated 
naturalist and author, will deliver the main address…other attending Stephen Mather, Director 
National Parks, Willis Jepson, foremost authority on California trees, William Bade, president 
Sierra Club…group will view other groves, including Vance Bottom, Dunn and Dimmick and 
other groves already acquired by Save the Redwoods League. Will visit some of the finest 
redwood areas such as Bull Creek Flat and Dyerville Flat…Women’s Save the Redwoods 
League of Humboldt County will provide luncheon among the redwoods.] long article 
 
HS (5 Aug. 1921) Memorial Grove to Attract Hundreds.  Photo of Bolling Grove from Save the 
Redwoods League…Eminent Men will Come for Bolling Dedication. [long article] 
 
HS (6 Aug. 1921) Madison Grant Urges Enlarged Redwood Park; Makes Inspirational Address 
at Bolling Grove.  Photo of plaque: “The Grove is dedicated to the memory of Col. Raynal C. 
Bolling, S.C. USA Lawyer  Patriot  Soldier. Born 1 Sept. 1877 at Hot Springs, Arkansas. Killed 
in Action during the German offensive near Amiens, France 26 March 1918. The first American 
officer of high rank to fall in the World War.” 
 “Let us preserve a country worth fighting for.” This was the message given by Madison 
Grant of New York, Councilor of the Save the Redwoods League, to the great audience which 
gathered on the South Fork Eel River today for the dedication of Bolling Memorial Grove. 
 The exercises were simple and impressive. Madison Grant, author of “The Passing of the 
Great Race,” and one of the leaders in the campaign to save the redwoods, was the main speaker. 
Dr. John C. Merriam, head of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, and president of Save the 
Redwoods League, presided…. 
 In his address, Madison Grant urged that memorials similar to Bolling Grove be 
established as a means of preserving these ancient forests and of perpetuating the memory of 
those who gave their lives for this country. 
 “The men who fell in the World War gave their lives for their country, for the inheritance 
that God gave us of forest and field, of river and stream, of mountain and plain,” he said. “They 
did not give their lives for a field of blackened stumps. Let us dedicate ourselves in memory of 
them to keep and preserve a country worth fighting for.” 
 Many of the leaders in the movement to preserve California’s most unique tree were 
present…[long, long article with Grant’s speech] 
 
HS (11 Aug. 1921) Photos: Arcata-Eureka State Highway Should be Open Soon; Gravel Trucks 
and Scrapers Smoothing Out Route—Six weeks hence will witness the opening of the Eureka-
Arcata highway. At Brainard’s Point near Bayside, a gravel distributing center has been 
established and from that point, truck load after truck load of gravel is being distributed along the 
route. When completed the roadbed will be 24 feet in width. Two years hence a concrete strip 15 
feet in width will be put down. 
 The photographs shown above were taken at Brainard’s Point by a Standard photographer 
and show a gravel train delivering to one of the highway trucks. The lower photograph shows the 
picturesque “pass” through which the highway will carry Eurekans into the Arcata Bottom 
country. [lower photo shows train on tracks in the “pass” with bluffs on either side, indicating the 
point went clear to the bay. Bluff on east side was high with trees on top. Pass was just a narrow 
cut through the point.] 
 
HS (8 Sept. 1921) Highway Discussed at Forum; Arcata Road in Bad Shape….at Forum 
luncheon….T.W. Hine, chairman of the Highway Committee of Humboldt county…announced 
that the Commission had promised the Eureka-Arcata marsh road would be opened to the public 
next month, not as a finished highway, however, but in as good condition as gravelling and 
scraping could make it…. 
 
HT (25 Sept. 1921) Two full pages First Annual Report Eureka Chamber of Commerce—
included Redwood Hotel photo; Highways; Harbor Improvements; Save the Redwoods and 
much more. 
 
HS (17 Oct. 1921) Auto Park Closed for Season; Great Success Achieved. 
 
HS (27 Oct. 1921) Photo—State to Erect Administration House in Forest—An attractive 
administration building of rustic design is to be erected shortly on the Dunn & Dimmick property 
which has been acquired as a State Redwood Park. [Deeds 152:67 (15 Dec. 1919) Frank and 
Mary Dunn and Paul M. and Maud Dimmick to County of Humboldt, E half NW qt, NE qt SW 
qt, NW qt SE qt sec 19, that portion of the S half SE qt sec 19 that lies northerly and easterly of 
the South Fork, 2S3E, subject to right of way for State Highway. County to hold “in trust for 
public park purposes with right to sell to State of California or the United States for public park 
purposes.] The property is part of the South Fork of the Eel River area which is being acquired in 
connection with the Save the Redwoods Movement. The administration building will house the 
park keeper, an official who will watch over the park and protect the interests of the people. He 
will remain in the park throughout the year. The picture was reproduced by the Standard art 
department from an architect’s sketch loaned by the State Board of Forestry. [building: one story, 
side gable, large stone chimney at one gable end; eave overhang; square, 9-pane windows across 
front (3 windows; door; one window)] 
 
HS (1 Dec. 1921) Crescent City is confident that northwestern California is destined to become 
the playground of the entire western United States and it is willing to enlist in any movement to 
advertise the Redwood Highway, the route to the playground. 
 “We want roads, the Klamath River bridge and widespread advertising,” says A.D. Lee, 
Crescent City hotel man, who arrived in Eureka after having attended the North Counties 
Association meeting in San Francisco. “We have all the counties north of San Francisco back of 
the movement, and San Francisco, itself, is with us.”[promoting the tourist traffic program] 
 
HS (2 Dec. 1921) Photo of redwoods and probably South Fork. Convinced that more members 
are needed for the Women’s Save the Redwoods League, which meets tomorrow at the Monday 
Club in this city, all interested women of Humboldt have been asked to be present. The 
president, Mrs. J.P. Mahan, earnestly requests as large an attendance as possible…. 
 
HS (2 Dec. 1921) Mather and Kent Given Thanks for Aiding Park—Letters of appreciation from 
the State Board of Forestry at Sacramento speaking for the people of the State of California to 
Hon. William Kent, Hon. Stephen T. Mather, and also to Mr. Newton B. Drury, Secretary of 
Save the Redwoods League, have been received, thanking them for their public spirit and interest 
which made possible the acquisition of the grove of redwoods situated in the southern part of 
Humboldt. [letters included] 
 
HS (24 Dec. 1921) Redwood Highway Humboldt’s Open Door. Photo of bridge. “Gateway to 
the Highway of the Giants” It is across the splendid steel bridge seen in this picture that the State 
Highway on its southward way leads the tourists into the region of the virgin redwoods. 
Speeding over the bridge, the traveler from afar enters the cathedral aisles that have no 
counterpart in any other section of the world. One contemplates with reverence the columns that 
reach toward the sky, often so close together that the shades of eve linger at their base even at 
mid day. The bridge pictured here was constructed by the Mercer-Fraser Construction Co. of 
Eureka. 
 
HS (24 Dec. 1921) Eureka At Threshold of Larger Prosperity, by W.L. Miller….[promotion 
piece] Northern California is awakening and Eureka through organization is playing a leading 
part in this awakening. San Francisco is raising $1,000,000 a year to advertise Northern 
California; the Sacramento Improvement Association is campaigning for $100,000 per year; the 
counties of Marin, Sonoma, Napa, Lake, Mendocino, Humboldt and Del Norte are organizing 
their forces to bring home to tourists the message of the scenic and climatic advantages to be 
offered by the completed Redwood Highway. 
 I have been honored as a representative of Eureka and Humboldt county by being elected 
president of this new association of the 36 chambers of commerce in these seven counties…. 
 The organization is committed primarily to completion of the Redwood Highway and its 
feeders, bridging the Klamath River and more adequate transportation across San Francisco Bay. 
[organization meeting in Santa Rosa; Headquarters have been established at the Eureka Chamber 
of Commerce, budget of $6500 is being raised and program adopted: 
 1. Early conference with State Highway Commission “pleading” for completion of 
Redwood Highway. 
 2. Compilation and distribution of advertising pamphlets through 300 tourist information 
bureaus in California, Washington and Oregon, located for the most part in the leading hotels. 
 3. Joining with Del Norte and linking their interests with ours… 
 Planned motion picture taken of an auto tour through seven counties to be shown in Ferry 
Building at S.F.; at Exposition Park in L.A. 
 A magazine devoted to the interests of these seven counties will be issued at the Eureka 
Chamber of Commerce, beginning January and sent to 8000 members of these 36 chambers of 
commerce. 
 
HS (12 Jan. 1922) Club Women of County Take Firm Stand in Determination to Save South 
Fork Redwoods—“We are going to keep Dyerville Flat and we are going to save the redwoods 
along the South Fork highway whether or not the government establishes a national park there or 
elsewhere in the county and the men of the Eureka Chamber of Commerce are going to help us.” 
 That was the emphatic announcement made by Mrs. Geo. D. Murray, prominent Eureka 
club woman and member of the Save the Redwoods League in reply to an address made at the 
Forum luncheon by former Gov. Jas. N. Gillett in which he advocated the location of a 
government national redwood park on the Klamath River.  
 He asserted that while the trees along the South Fork highway should be saved, the place 
for the park was in the northern part of the county, so that tourists coming here would have to 
pass entirely through the county to reach it and not be tempted to turn back after they had 
enjoyed the scenery of the South Fork. [Mrs. Murray responded that people could be coming 
from the north, as well, and could stop in Del Norte and never reached Humboldt] 
 
HT (2 March 1922) Highway from Ukiah to Willits Will Be Paved. 
 
HS (16 March 1922) Forum Hears of Highway Status…T.W. Hine reported. $800,000 in budget 
for paving between Ukiah and Dyerville. However, instead of employing the money for paving, 
it was the intention of the State Highway Commission to use a large part of the money for 
widening and improving the road and preparing it for “future paving.” The stretch from Arcata 
toward Del Norte had an “uncertain status.”  
 
HT (8 April 1922) New Redwood Grove Is Donated As Memorial, Sacramento, April 6—The 
State Board of Forestry today announced that H.B. Hickey of Fort Bragg has donated a 30-acre 
redwood tract in Humboldt County to the State in memory of his son E.R. Hickey, who died in 
military service during the late war. The tract includes one of the finest redwood groves in the 
State and borders the highway on the South Fork Eel River. 
 
HT (22 May 1922) Stanford University Head To Inspect Redwoods—Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, 
president of Stanford University….will be taken on a trip through various sections of the county 
to inspect the redwoods, as the professor is keenly interested in the work of preserving the 
redwoods and is a former counselor of the Save the Redwoods League. 
 
FE (23 June 1922) Humboldt Redwood Park Now Open To Public—The Humboldt Redwood 
Park situated between Garberville and South Fork on “The Redwood Highway,” Humboldt 
county, is California’s newest and most beautiful forest park, having been acquired by the State 
Forestry Board during the past year. 
 Through the combined efforts of the Eureka Chamber of Commerce, the Save The 
Redwoods League, Judge F.A. Cutler, Senator H.C. Nelson, Assemblyman F.J. Cummings and 
many businessmen and club women throughout the state, the State Legislature in 1921 made an 
appropriation of $300,000 for the purpose of purchasing tracts of redwoods along both sides of 
“The Redwood Highway” in Humboldt county, the same to be set aside as a park whose trees 
should never fall victim of the woodsman’s axe. 
 Salon H. Williams, Deputy State Forester and a member of the State Forestry Board, was 
assigned the task of purchasing the various tracts of timber and to act as supervisor of the park. 
Remarkable progress has been made by Williams since the first of the year. The total amount of 
timberland now in the park comprises an area of approximately 2200 acres and borders each side 
of  “The Redwood Highway” for a distance of about 12 miles. The work of securing additional 
tracts is still underway and when all of the tracts have been purchased, it is anticipated that the 
whole section between Dyerville Flats on the north and Miranda on the south will be included in 
the park reservation. In addition to the tracts purchased by the State, the following groves have 
been donated to the park: 
 Bolling Memorial Grove, 40 acres; Standish & Hickey Grove, 30 acres; Hammond 
Grove, 33 acres; Tiffany and Quinlin Grove, 40 acres, donated by Mrs. James Hobart Moore of 
Santa Barbara; and 14 acres by Mrs. S. Parrott, while Hon. William Kent and Stephen T. Mather, 
Superintendent of National Parks, donated $30,000 and $35,000, respectively, toward the 
purchase of the 275 acre Vance Bottom tract. 
 A splendid home for G.E. Thompson, the park ranger in charge, has been constructed on 
the old Dunn and Dimmick property midway between the north and south boundaries of the 
reservation. One of the attractive features of this house is the immense stone fireplace which 
contains 30 tons of stone. Other buildings thus far constructed consisting of an electric light plant 
and pumping station, garage and home for the Superintendent, all of which have been 
constructed at the small cost of $5600. 
 The Dunn and Dimmick section of the park, besides being the location of the park 
headquarters, will also be used as the camping and amusement center. The rubbish and deadfall 
timber is being cleared away in this section, and camping spaces sufficient to accommodate 
hundreds of machines at one time will be provided. Fifty tables and fifty large cooking stoves 
will be installed, as well as sanitary plumbing, electric lights and rest rooms. 
 One of the features of this equipment will be a bandstand and speaker’s platform which 
are being erected on the rim of a natural amphitheatre formed by the redwood trees. Seats made 
from redwood logs will be placed on the slopes of this amphitheatre. 
 The Humboldt Redwood Park is now open to the public and with the completion of the 
amusement and camping features by July 15th, this great redwood park will become the favorite 
Mecca for people from all sections of the United States, as they journey over the only “Redwood 
Highway” in the world. 
 
HS (8 July 1922) Redwood Highway Exhibit Planned for State Fair—Plans for a splendid exhibit 
entitled “The Redwood Highway” to be installed at the California State Fair in Sacramento this 
fall have been practically completed, according to announcement made at the headquarters of the 
North of Bay Counties Association this morning. Arrangements for the exhibit are in the hands 
of H.J. Waters, Secretary of the Sonoma County Board of Trade. 
 Waters has secured a space [looks like 96 feet, but this seems too big] long and just to the 
right of the entrance of the main exhibit building in the State Fair grounds. The space 
immediately in front of this entrance and opposite the booth has been set aside by Secretary 
Paine of the Exposition for the “Highway” which will be paralleled on each side with rows of 
redwoods. Between each of these trees as far as possible will be placed enlarged photographs of 
scenery of the county through which the road passes and the laterals. 
 In order to get the proper kind of pictures for the exhibit, Secretary Waters announces 
that negatives are being solicited from everyone and from which enlargements will be made. 
[cost of exhibit, $1000; Humboldt County’s share, $225. 
 
HT (22 July 1922) Thirty county supervisors and other citizens interested in the North of Bay 
Counties Association met at a dinner conference in the Eureka Inn last night to hear a report 
from W.L. Miller, president of that organization, on the work that has been accomplished by the 
North of Bay Counties Association since its organization at Santa Rosa last Nov. 
 [monthly publication, “The Booster” sent to 6000 readers; 40,000 “Redwood Highway” 
advertising folders printed and distributed; the name “Redwood Highway” officially “put on the 
map;” an association formed with the coast counties of Oregon for the promotion and building of 
a “Redwood-Roosevelt Highway” from San Francisco to Columbia River. 
 
HS (26 July 1922) Counties’ Guardians Welcomed—“We must look upon the Redwood 
Highway as something to be preserved forever, if we are true to our obligation of citizenship,” 
declared Judge Fletcher A. Cutler in his welcoming address at the opening session of the state 
convention of California Supervisors in the State Theater this morning.  
 Judge Cutler sketched the history of Humboldt’s National Redwood Park and told of its 
place in the life of the county…. 
 
HT (4 Aug. 1922) Seven acres of land on the South Fork of Eel river have been deeded to the 
State by R.C. Chapman, according to Salon H. Williams, deputy of the State Board of Forestry. 
This land adjoins the property which Chapman recently sold to the State. It is understood that the 
deeding of this property settles the condemnation proceedings which the State is believed to have 
instituted against this section. 
 
HT (22 Oct. 1922) Friend Richardson, Republican candidate for governor visits Eureka. 
 
HT (27 Oct. 1922) Stanford University, Oct. 26—“We are saving the redwoods because they are 
trees of indescribable beauty; because they are one of the scientific wonders of the world; and 
because they are a great economic asset of the state and nation.” This was the declaration of J.D. 
Grant, Chairman of the Save the Redwoods League and a trustee of Leland Stanford University, 
this afternoon on the subject “Saving California’s Redwoods.” 
 .... “Already,” he said, “over a half million dollars have been applied to saving redwoods 
in the past two years, but the movement has really just begun. Of a million acres of virgin forests 
still remaining, only about 1000 acres or half of one per cent have, up to the present time, been 
preserved. The redwoods in their finest form and in the regions where they are most accessible to 
the public are already rapidly disappearing. Most of them will be gone within the next ten years.” 
 The speaker told of further plans for saving the trees along the “Highway of the Giants” 
through the redwood belt and of the project for the ultimate establishment of a large redwood 
national park. 
 The talk was illustrated with beautiful colored slides picturing the redwood region and 
showing some of the groves recently saved by the leagues together with a motion picture film 
showing the Humboldt redwoods. 
 
HT (31 Oct. 1922) Humboldt Artist Heard in Saving Redwoods in South; Mrs. Marcella Lane 
Lectures in Connection with Work in San Diego—An artist who also is a specialist, Mrs. 
Marcella Cone Lane of Fortuna, California is exhibiting an unusual group of pictures this week 
at the Orr galleries. The ancient redwoods of northern California, probably the oldest living 
things in the world, form the subject matter of Mrs. Lane’s art, and her work combines an 
appreciation of the beautiful with a graphic plea for California support in the work of saving the 
majestic redwood groves from destruction. 
 Mrs. Lane is an active worker in the Save the Redwoods League, organized two years 
ago in an effort to prevent deforestation of the northern California groves, and her canvases have 
proved eloquent aides in the work. The league has provided several exhibits of Mrs. Lane’s 
pictures in northern cities, and some of the big tree canvases have been bought for public 
buildings in various parts of the state. 
 During the exposition here, Mrs. Lane’s redwood pictures gained considerable 
prominence, and other canvases of hers were shown at the Panama-Pacific Exposition at San 
Francisco. Governor and Mrs. William D. Stephens purchased one of the northern exposition 
pictures for a San Francisco public building. 
 Mrs. Lane’s present San Diego collection includes about 24 canvases of various sizes, all 
depicting the northern redwoods or marine views from the northern sea coast. The display was 
opened yesterday, and art lovers are invited to visit the collection any day this week. Mrs. Lane 
will be at the galleries herself during most of the time, and will be glad to meet all interested in 
the campaign to save California redwoods. 
 Herself the daughter of an artist, Mrs. Lane is a California woman and has received most 
of her training in this state. Her work has, however, been widely recognized throughout the 
United States, and the fact that she specializes in the big tree pictures has aided in popularizing 
her work. Until about eight years ago, Mrs. Lane was best known as a portrait artist, but at that 
time she began her career as a landscape artist among the redwoods. 
 Mrs. Lane came to the city to attend the recent Eastern Star convention at Coronado and 
exhibited at Hotel del Coronado. She has made two addresses here in behalf of the big tree 
conservation movement, speaking once before the O.E.S. convention and once to the members of 
the San Diego club here. 
 
HT (8 Nov. 1922) Friend Richardson wins governorship.  
 
HT (5 Dec. 1922) Save Redwoods League’s Work Uses $500,000; Aim of League Now Is To 
Save Dyerville Flat From Operations of Loggers—Approximately $500,000 has been 
appropriated through the Women’s Save the Redwoods League through state appropriations, 
county appropriations, and private gifts, it was shown Saturday in the report of last year’s work 
by the president of the league, given at its regular annual meeting in the YWCA rooms. Officers 
for the coming year were elected: Mrs. J.P. Mahan, president; Mrs. F.G. Williams, vice-
president; Miss Edith Port, secretary-treasurer. 
 Summer of appropriations and gifts toward saving redwoods in Humboldt county: 
State of California, $300,000 
Humboldt County, $85,000 
Stephen Mather, $15,000 
William Kent, $15,000 
Mrs. Jas. Hobart Moore, $13,500 
Dr. J.C. Phillips, $32,000 
Edward E. Ayre, $2,500 
Mrs. Frederick Gould, $2,000 
 Total  $465,000 
 In addition, the Hammond Lumber Co., Standish & Hickey, Big Lagoon Lumber Co., 
and Mrs. S.J. Perrott have each made gifts of timber along the Highway and $2,500 expended 
from Save the Redwoods League to purchase 40 acres adjoining Bolling Grove, making the total 
value of timber recently saved about $500,000. 
 The order of Hoo Hoos is considering the establishment of a grove and the tract across 
from Bolling Grove is under consideration. It is very necessary that the trees across the river 
from the Highway be saved or the wonderful beauty of the Highway will be more than half lost. 
 Would Save Flat. Dyerville Flat is not included in the Humboldt State Redwood Park. It 
is the gem of the Redwood Highway and must not be destroyed. I made [president of women’s 
league talking] a trip to Los Angeles in April to work for the convention of the State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs to be held in Eureka in May 1923, so that the club women all over the state 
might become better acquainted with the Save the Redwoods movement and the situation here. 
 Governor-elect Richardson expressed his desire to save the Redwoods along the State 
Highway and it is none too early to begin work for a State and County appropriation to Save the 
Redwoods and especially Dyerville Flat. 
 The Women’s League is determined that Dyerville Flat shall be saved and adopted the 
slogan “Save Dyerville Flat.”  
 
HT (13 March 1923) Redwoods Cared For By Budget, Sacramento, March 12—Provision will 
be made by Governor Richardson for an appropriation in his revised budget bill for the upkeep of 
the state redwood park in Humboldt county and for fire prevention work under the State Board of 
Forestry, it was indicated by spokesmen for the administration. [originally his budget eliminated 
these items; met with State Forester M.B. Pratt and Deputy Forester Solon Williams; revised 
budget] 
 
HT (7 April 1923) Redwood Highway Picture Seen at Local Review—A preview of the motion 
pictures taken of the upper stretch of the redwood highway during the trip of the highway 
commission and Governor Richardson to Crescent City recently was shown yesterday at the 
Rialto theatre to members of the staff of the Chamber of Commerce. 
 The pictures show the governor’s party in its trip through the redwoods, and give an 
excellent idea of the scenery along the highway. Some particularly beautiful views of the 
redwoods along the highway were caught in addition to tree felling operations at Stafford, where 
one giant redwood fell directly toward the camera, striking only 20 feet from the instrument…. 
 The pictures will be incorporated in another series of views to be taken in several weeks 
from Eureka to Sausalito. The film will then be subtitled and after exhibition [will] be placed in 
Exposition Park in Los Angeles. 
 
HT (5 May 1923) Clubs Will Buy Redwoods Tract on Highway; One Dollar Each From 60,000 
Members Will Purchase Grove of Trees—State Federation spent day at Dyersville and Bolling 
Grove ; women’s club. 
 
HT (6 May 1923) The Call of the Open Road Heralds Camping; Touring Season Inaugurated by 
Automobile Row, San Francisco, May 5—The call of the open road week was ushered in along 
San Francisco automobile row tonight with a blaze of light. The 1923 touring season for 
Northern California is now officially opened. Photos: S.F. Auto Dealers Put Trip Through 
Redwoods In Prominent Place in Show, Reminding Public of Approach of Vacation Season. 
 
HS (8 May 1923) The Redwood Highway Association, formerly the North of Bay Counties 
Association, comprising the counties of Del Norte, Humboldt, Mendocino, Sonoma and Marin, 
formulated definite plans for the completion of the motion picture of the Redwood Highway 
from Sausalito to Crescent City. The northern end of the highway was filmed during the recent 
trip of Governor Richardson and the Highway Commission showing the state officials passing 
over the highway and the picture of the southern end will depict the governor’s party on another 
excursion over the highway through Mendocino, southern Humboldt, Sonoma and Marin 
counties….When completed this motion picture of the Redwood Highway and scenic attractions 
along the way will be one of the most attractive and unusual travelogues ever filmed. 
 The chief showing of the Redwood Highway travelogue will be at the motion picture 
revue and exposition commemorating the Monroe Doctrine by the motion picture industry in Los 
Angeles during July….At the present time, President Harding is considering an invitation to 
make a trip over the Redwood Highway. 
 
HT (8 May 1923) Similar article to one above, only….Next Monday morning representatives of 
the Eureka Chamber of Commerce, the California Development Association and Californians, 
Inc. will start to film a trip of the governor and highway commission over the highway. Kenneth 
Kilburn has been engaged as official photographer…. 
 
HS (27 July 1923) Redwood Highway Is Lauded in Article in Motor Paper by Vonard Fraser in 
Motor Land, the Pacific Coast Magazine of Motoring. 
 
HS (6 Aug. 1923) Dr. J.C. Merriam Fights Fire at Redwood Grove Near Garberville—Casting 
aside his coat and hat, Dr. John C. Merriam, president of the Carnegie Institute of Washington, 
D.C. and president of Save the Redwoods League yesterday joined 30 fire fighters who were 
seeking to check a threatening blaze that was advancing toward Richardson Grove State 
Redwood Park south of Garberville. With Merriam were Duncan McDuffie and J.C. Sperry of 
Berkeley and Newton B. Drury, Secretary of Save the Redwoods League. 
 For two hours, Merriam and his party together with the fire fighters who had been called 
to the scene, fought the fire. Eventually, it was checked and the fire prevented from entering the 
park. Considerably fatigued, the party came on to Eureka, arriving at the Hotel Vance about 11 o 
‘clock last evening. Today they inspected the redwood groves, making but a brief stay here. 
 
HS (8 Aug. 1923) Save Redwoods Movement Given Inspiration of Humboldt Women—That the 
recent gift of a grove of redwoods to the state by Mrs. Zipporah Russ of Ferndale, was at least 
partly inspired by her daughter, Mrs. Georgia Russ Williams, is evidenced  in the publication of 
a book of verse by Mrs. Williams entitled, “Save the Redwoods.” [Russ grove near Orick, 186 
acres or may 166 acres] 
 
HS (3 Sept. 1923) Memorial Grove Is Dedicated; Russ Memorial Grove; photo. John Muir’s 
interest in the Sequoia sempervirens and his service as a pioneer in the course of saving the 
redwoods was the subject of an address by Dr. William F. Bade, councilor of the Save the 
Redwoods League at the dedication of the Humboldt County Pioneer Grove near Orick yesterday 
afternoon [more] 
 
BLA (8 Dec. 1923) Standing Redwood Is More Than Lumber 
 
HT (13 Jan. 1924) Save Redwoods League Makes Great Showing….report. 
 
HT (27 Jan. 1924) Redwood League Carries Protest to P.L. Donation—Protest against the 
acceptance by the State Forestry Board of the Pacific Lumber Company’s donation of 300 acres 
of redwoods known as South Dyerville Flat was withdrawn yesterday following a meeting of 
representatives of the Women’s Save the Redwoods League, lumber company officials, and 
directors of the local Chamber of Commerce at the Chamber headquarters. The withdrawal was 
the result of the explanation of the attitude of the lumber company by Donald McDonald, 
treasurer of the organization [more, League concerned P.L. would make gift and then proceed to 
destroy what remained of Dyerville Flat; McDonald “pointed out that to his knowledge the 
immediate destruction of Dyerville Flat was not contemplated and that even the acceptance of 
the gift did not prohibit the Save the Redwoods League from negotiating for Dyerville Flat.”  
 
HT (16 Feb. 1924) Redwoods of Prime Worth Says J.D. Grant, by J.D. Grant to Board of 
Directors of STRL: 
 Saving the redwoods is a matter of supreme economic importance to Humboldt county. 
The Redwood forests, particularly those immediately bordering the State Highway, are an 
economic asset, the value of which is only just beginning to be realized. Eventually these forests 
bid fair to make the county famous throughout the world. 
 Each year, as more and more travelers from other parts of the world, view the unique 
beauty of the Redwoods, their fame spreads. The Save the Redwoods League hears from a great 
many of these world travelers and we have become aware of the remarkable impression which 
the Redwood forests made on those who have seen most of the famed “wonders of the world.” 
[quotes from H.J. Eiwes, who wrote book on trees of Great Britain and Ireland, and a visitor to 
many great forests in the world]….”I say without hesitation that there is nothing so wonderful for 
beauty, size and density as the Redwood forests of Northern California. When the highway along 
the Oregon coast is completed, it will become the most popular tourist route in the west.” 
 This will undoubtedly come to pass, but only if the noble trees which line the highway 
are preserved. If this is done, the Redwood Highway is destined in years to come to be as famous 
as Niagara, the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, or the Yosemite National Park. In some ways, I 
feel that it surpasses these natural wonders, for the Redwoods are growing, living things, whose 
beauty is developing with the passage of time. 
 Moreover, the splendid roads and the mild climate of Humboldt county make the 
Redwoods an attraction which can be enjoyed the year round. Already, during the summer 
months, 1,000 automobiles enter the county each day bearing tourists, vacationists, campers, and 
sightseers, at least 93% of whom are brought there by the ever-growing fame of the Redwoods. 
And these thousands are but the forerunner of thousands more who will flock each year to learn 
at first hand of the beauty and grandeur of these oldest of living things. 
 And this fact, too, must be borne in mind in considering the Redwoods purely as an 
economic asset to the county. These tourists and sightseers who come to enjoy the Redwoods 
cannot fail to be impressed with many other advantages which Humboldt has to offer…. 
 
HT (20 Feb. 1924) The California State Board of Forestry has expressed its appreciation of the 
gift of a grove of Redwoods from Pacific Lumber Company. 
 
HT (2 Aug. 1924) Garberville—The State Highway through Garberville is being treated to a dust 
laying process, the road first being sprinkled with water and then a coat of material which holds 
the moisture. 
 
HT (21 Aug. 1924) A bronze tablet set in a natural granite boulder 10 feet high and setting forth 
the fact that the grove is dedicated as a memorial to Franklin K. Lane will be unveiled by Mrs. 
Nancy Lane Kauffman, daughter [later articles said sister] of the former Secretary of the Interior 
at the exercises dedicating the Franklin K. Lane Memorial Grove next Sunday. The grove at 
Kettentelbe [Phillipsville] on the Redwood Highway 65 miles south of Eureka in one of the 
finest stands of Redwood timber known. It comprises 195 acres and was purchased with a special 
fund raised by friends of Franklin K. Lane. The presiding officer at the exercises will be Dr. John 
C. Merriam, President of the Save the Redwoods League and among the league’s board of 
directors….[Lane was first president of League] Beside the main grove of giant redwoods trees, 
many of them 10 to 15 feet in diameter and over 300 feet in height, the Franklin K. Lane 
Memorial Grove contains a number of wooded areas which are suitable for public camping 
grounds. The State has already received a deed to this property and has established two camping 
spots properly equipped for the public, which will be augmented as time goes on. The thought of 
those who raised this fund was that near the Lane Grove there should be established a model 
camping place which would serve as the standard for similar establishments along the Redwood 
Highway. 
 
HT (22 Aug. 1924) Preparations for paving the Arcata-Eureka link of the Redwood Highway, 
known locally as the Arcata marsh road, is already well underway by the J.F. Knapp 
Construction Company of Turlock. [more] 
 
HT (23 Aug. 1924) Beautiful Memorial Grove Near Phillipsville To Be Dedicated To The 
Memory Of Franklin K. Lane; photo of trees with insert of Lane’s picture [more] 
 
HT (26 Aug. 1924) Dedication of Splendid Grove to Franklin Lane [more] 
 
HT (12 Oct. 1924) Redwoods Standing Perpetuate Prosperity—Future Prosperity of Humboldt 
Rests Upon Saving the Redwoods—From the time the traveler enters the Redwood District at the 
south till he has crossed the portal at the north, his greatest wonder and admiration are 
challenged by the Redwoods. People who have perhaps been reared among them, or at least, who 
have lived among them long enough to become accustomed to their sight, cease to enthuse over 
them daily, but at least they should know their value in dollars and cents. They should know and 
so know, if they give the matter thought, that a redwood tree felled and cut into lumber 
represents far less profit to the people of the present generation even than would that same 
Redwood left standing… 
 With the building of the State Highway the fame of the Redwoods spread rapidly by 
word of mouth among travelers, and each year has seen an ever-increasing stream of travel. AS 
the highway is improved and as the publicity reaches more people, the travel constantly grows…. 
 The fact of the matter is that the Redwoods standing are worth so much more to the 
people of the county than they are worth cut into lumber that to allow them to be cut is to rob the 
county of future prosperity at the call of immediate profit…. 
 South of Eureka, the axe is already upraised in the hands of the woodsman to forever 
destroy the value of the Redwood so far as the people of the county and the traveling public is 
concerned and the axe should not be allowed to fall. 
 
HT (12 Oct. 1924) Redwoods Standing Perpetuate Prosperity; Redwoods If Saved Provide 
Humboldt Future, by R.J. Wade, Secretary Eureka Chamber of Commerce—The word 
“Redwood” carries an appeal which is nation-wide in its extent. Yet few of us realize its import, 
particularly in connection with the word highway nor the value of the combination of words, 
“The Redwood Highway.” 
 The Redwood Highway, passing as it does through 100 miles of immense redwood 
forests of countless giants ten to twenty centuries old, over mountains of easy grades, over and 
along rivers, past lagoons, along the ocean shore, through fertile valleys, wonderful dairying 
sections with opportunities legion for camping, hunting, fishing, and outdoor life, is without 
question of doubt, destined to become one of the most famous highways in America. Why? 
Because this highway possesses a monopoly on something which no other part of the world has 
been able to produce or duplicate—The Sequoia sempervirens—the ever-living redwoods. As 
forest areas go, the Redwood region is limited. Just a little strip along the coast of California 
from San Francisco to the Oregon line, only a few miles wide—between the ocean and the 
mountain tops—and comprising only 1,360,000 acres. On 900,000 of these acres, however, the 
forests as a whole are as they were when the pyramids were built and before, and that individual 
trees are standing that were aged when Atilla was scourging Europe and were old as the 
Christian era when Columbus landed at San Salvador. One hundred, two hundred, three hundred 
feet in height with luxuriant ferns and mosses that carpet the forest floors and multitudinous wild 
flowers that lend charm to the landscapes, here Nature has prepared a setting not to be equaled 
on any other highway except California’s own Redwood Highway…. 
 Within a few short years, the Redwood Highway has grown from a mere dream or 
passing fancy of a few farsighted individuals into a very material and popular route of travel for 
tourists and businessmen. This growth is demonstrated most clearly by the following: [Eureka 
Auto Camp figures} 1921, 2,578 cars; 7,289 people; 1922; 3,372 cars; 9,370 people; 1923, 5,476 
cars; 13,665 people; 1924, 5,574 cars, 16,236 people…. 
 Humboldt county is realizing the importance and the large measure of tourist attraction 
which is found in her Redwoods…. 
 
HT (25 Nov. 1924) Lead Story; Big Type; Humboldt County In Fight With Lumber co. For 
Trees; Dyerville Flat Redwoods Fall; quiet Destruction of Splendid Trees at Gateway Has Been 
in Progress for a Week—The magnificent giant redwoods, ages old, of Dyerville Flat, the pride 
of Northern California and the hope of generations yet unborn, are today falling under the axes 
and saws of the Pacific Lumber Co.  
 The statement is bound to come as a shock to the people of Humboldt county, as well as 
to those of the entire coast who know the beauty and commercial importance they represent, but 
there is no cause for surprise in the statement, because it was foretold some weeks ago by this 
newspaper, which at that time sought action of a preventive nature. 
 Yesterday the news which had been rumored a few days earlier was verified by Mr. and 
Mrs. J.P. Mahan, the latter as president of the Women’s Save the Redwoods League of 
Humboldt county, who made the trip to the flats for purposes of investigation. 
 Devastation Verified. Mr. and Mrs. Mahan found that cutting was in active progress 
south of the highway and were told the company was merely cutting out a right of way in 
preparation of logging operations on the Bull Creek Flat 
 However, about 25 magnificent trees are said to be already down and the cutting is 
making rapid progress. A new gasoline driven saw is in use and its work of devastation is said to 
fell the trees much faster than any other method or appliance ever used in the forests of 
Humboldt county. 
 Supervisors Meet Today….Following the visit of the Mahans to the new scene of 
devastation yesterday, Supervisor Masson was appealed to and immediately County Clerk Fred 
Kay was instructed to call a special meeting of the county board for this afternoon to consider 
what steps are possible and which will promise the most immediate action…. 
 Condemnation Suit. Just what steps the Supervisors will take cannot be forecast, but it is 
the belief…that a condemnation suit will result and that pending the outcome of such a suit, the 
Superior Court will be asked to issue a restraining order against Pacific Lumber Co., preventing 
the cutting of any more of the splendid trees…. 
 History of Movement. The brief history of the effort up to this time to preserve Dyerville 
Flat Redwood timber for this and coming generations is likely to leave in the mind of the casual 
reader that impression that the statement of Donald McDonald, treasurer of the Pacific Lumber 
Co., that his company, “Will not sell the flat at any price,” puts a final period to the movement 
and makes it a failure. 
 This is not the case. There are yet other methods of saving this magnificent stand of 
timber for the public. What McDonald meant was that the Pacific Lumber Co. is not willing to 
see the Dyerville Flat timber as it stands. That is without question true, but the unwillingness of 
the company to sell does not necessarily close the matter. There is a law under which the State, 
the County, the Save the Redwoods League, or the public may force the sale of the timber as a 
matter of public policy. This can, and may be done, under condemnation proceedings…. 
 The Women’s Save the Redwoods Association of Humboldt county last February 
circulated petitions asking the county supervisors to acquire the timber of Dyerville Flat for the 
public. In response the following resolution was passed by the Board, Feb. 12…[resolved that 
Supervisors would engage in negotiations with P.L. for purchase of Dyerville Flat; board met 
with McDonald; he said that owing to the present plan of reforestation being carried on by his 
company, they could not sell any of the timber on Dyerville Flat no matter what price was 
offered. Mrs. Mahan and Mrs. George Murray went to highway commission, but no help there; 
Went to Board of Supervisors to request financing to purchase flat; board set aside 5% of 
assessment for 1924, $20,272.50 for nucleus of a fund. Mrs. Mahan said, No one has yet been 
able to get a price from the P.L. Co. for the Flat.] 
 
HT (26 Nov. 1924) Supervisors Order Suit to Condemn and Purchase Flat; Humboldt To Buy 
Dyerville Flats. 
 
HT (30 Nov. 1924) Fight For Dyerville Flats Draws U.S. Court Restraint; P.L. Co. Would 
Prevent Suit of People for Flats; Procures Temporary Order from Federal Court to Nonsuit 
County; Scotia Co. Declares Trees of Flats Worth $900,000. 
 
HT (5 Dec. 1924) Dyerville Flats Preserved—That the historic struggle of the National and State 
Save the Redwoods League, the Women’s Save the Redwoods League and the overwhelming 
sentiment of civic, professional and social clubs in favor of retaining the Dyerville Flats as a 
public park and playground to the people forever would be rewarded with victory without 
recourse to legal action with the Pacific Lumber Co. was indicated yesterday. The announcement 
that Dyerville Flat would continue to be retained for the benefit of the public and endure to the 
state and nation-wide attention for Humboldt county that it had been in the past was made 
following a conference between District Attorney A.W. Hill, Donald McDonald and H.C. 
Nelson, attorney for the company. 
 [agreed that all further litigation should be suspended; the impending injunction 
proceedings before a federal court at Sacramento continued; and a meeting of representatives of 
the company and supervisors called to arrange an amicable settlement whereby Humboldt 
County will gain possession of its grant national park; Mrs. Mahan Delighted. 
 
AU (29 Jan. 1925) Make Move for Unified Parks—The first move toward a unified state park 
system in California was taken January 5th in a meeting at the Harbor Board rooms, Ferry 
Building, San Francisco, attended by representatives of many civic and conservation societies 
from all parts of the state. 
 Tow strong resolutions were passed crystallizing the sentiment of the meeting, which was 
practically unanimous in favor of developing a comprehensive and coherent state par plan for 
California and inaugurating legislation at once which would provide for a central state park 
commission. 
 J.D. Grant of San Francisco, chairman of the Board of Directors of the Save the 
Redwoods League, presided at the meeting. He brought out the fact that next to agriculture, there 
is probably no interest in California which is more vital to our prosperity than the proper 
development of our scenic and recreational opportunities through an adequate system of state 
parks. [more] 
 
HT (10 Feb. 1925) Save Redwoods Up To People; Offer By P.L. Company Again Made; 
Supervisors Have Written Proposition Covering Both Flats; Bar Future Suits; Widespread 
Revocation of Public Legal Right Must be Signed; Demands.  
 Executives of the Women’s Save the Redwoods League through the president of that 
body, Mrs. J.P. Mahan, have issued an urgent call to all its members, and all citizens interested in 
the save the redwoods campaign to be present at the meeting of the board of supervisors 
Wednesday morning, when the Supervisors and executives of the Pacific Lumber Co. will meet 
to consider the offer made by the lumber company covering the redwoods of Dyerville Flats. 
 Seek Moral Support. The president of the Women’s Save the Redwoods League of 
Humboldt County feels that everyone interested in the future of the great stand of redwoods, the 
big outstanding feature of Humboldt county’s call to the outside world, should be present at the 
meeting to lend their moral support by a show of strength, powerful enough to support the 
supervisors in te public policy advocated in the Dyerville Flat project advocated by the league. 
The league insists that a mere strip of the magnificent timber is not enough to satisfy the needs or 
meet the best interests of either the present generation or posterity…. 
 The Women’s Save te Redwoods League would save all the great and wonderful stand of 
redwoods at Dyerville flat intact and not merely a parcel of it. 
 It has been pointed out time and again that the Dyerville Flats stand of redwoods is far 
and away the greatest natural asset this county has, and has been the means of attracting 
countless thousands of tourists from all over the world to view this greatest natural resource of 
Humboldt county of Northern California. 
 Points To Trees. “Nowhere else in all the world is there such a wonderful grove of trees,” 
said Mrs. Mahan last night, “great glimmering and shimmering monarchs of the forest, raising 
their patriarchal heads into the very clouds and beckoning the world to come and worship in the 
groves of Humboldt county at Dyerville Flat. Not even the famous Cedars of Lebanon, which for 
thousands of years have attracted world travelers, is there a stand of trees excelling the redwoods 
of Dyerville Flat. 
 “Year in and year out, the Dyerville Flats stand of redwoods attracts more tourists to this 
section than all the other features of Humboldt county combined, and if this great stand of trees 
is molested or felled by the ax man, it will be a desecration and spoliation of the greatest natural 
asset any county in all California, if not the nation, can lay claim to.” 
 Proposition Received. The following proposition was submitted to the board of 
supervisors by The Pacific Lumber Company yesterday. It is the lumber company’s proposition 
in full: 
 Deed of South Dyerville Flat. This indenture dated the…day of …1925 between The 
Pacific Lumber company, a corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of 
the State of Maine and doing business in the State of California, party of the first part, and 
Humboldt County, a political division of the State of California, party of the second part. 
 Witnesseth: That the party of the first part for and in consideration of the sum of one 
dollar to it paid by the party of the second part, the receipt which is hereby acknowledge, does 
here by grant unto the party of the second part and to its successors for the time hereinafter 
specified that certain tract of land, known as South Dyerville Flat, situated, lying and being in the 
County of Humboldt, State of California, and more particularly bounded and described as 
follows, to wit: [newspaper did not include property description] 
 To have and to hold the above premises unto the party of the second part, and its 
successors, for so long a time as said party of the second par, or its successors, shall use the 
premises hereinafter described for public park purposes exclusively and shall not cut or destroy, 
or permit the cutting or destruction of any of the timber thereon (except by the party of the first 
part, its successors and assigns, as hereinafter provided) and or for so long a time as neither the 
State of California nor any division, subdivision or municipal corporation of said state or any 
commission, board or any other agency thereof, or any person, firm, association or corporation at 
any time given by said State of California the power of eminent domain shall commence or bring 
any suit or proceedings in eminent domain to take any other property of the party of the first part 
now owned or hereafter acquired, or any right, estate, or interest of the party of the first part in, 
to, or over the same for, or in connection with a public park or parks or recreation grounds, or for 
any purposes connected with the conservation or preservation of the trees or forests. 
 BUT SUBJECT, HOWEVER, AND RESERVING unto the party of the first part, its 
successors and assigns, all such easements, rights of way and camp sites as said party of the first 
part, its successors or assigns may hereafter deem necessary or convenient and may, from time to 
time, select or reselect for the construction, maintenance and operation of a railroad, either for 
logging purposes or as a common carrier of freight and passengers, and for the construction, 
maintenance and operation on said rights of way of telegraph, telephone and power lines, water 
or oil pipe lines, or any other use which the party of the first part, its successors or assigns may 
find necessary or proper for the conduct of its business or of said railroad; and also subject to the 
party of the first part reserving unto itself, is successors and assigns, any and all trees which it 
may be found necessary to fell in connection with such construction, maintenance, or operation, 
and also any and all windfalls on said tract of land in the neighborhood of such rights of way, 
which the party of the first part may find it convenient to make use of or to remove, together with 
the rights to remove the same. The Pacific Lumber Company. 
 [Deed for portion of South Dyerville Flat pretty much the same as above except added 
“that such right of way shall not exceed 66 feet in width.”] 
    
HT (10 Feb. 1925) Save All Trees on Flats Pleads Business Club…The Eureka Business and 
Professional Women’s Club…. 
 
HT (11 Feb. 1925) Redwood Saving Text Today; Save The Redwoods League Makes Pacific 
Lumber Co. Splendid Offer For Trees—Three quarters of a million dollars are in the treasury of 
the Save The Redwoods League and at the disposal of the officers for the purchase of North and 
South Dyerville Flats and the grove area at the mouth of Bull Creek. That fact and the further 
facts of the proposal will be told the county supervisors when they meet with the representatives 
of the Pacific Lumber Company and the league this morning. The league proposes the outright 
purchase of the properties mentioned, but instead of heeding the proposals made by The Pacific 
Lumber Company that the County, the state and the league sign away its right of future 
condemnation suits involving the property of the company, the letter plainly states that should all 
efforts at arbitration fail to reach a hoped for amicable agreement, then condemnation suits to 
preserve the redwoods will follow.  
 Photo of South Dyerville Flat, taken by E.R. Freeman 
 Three Quarter Million Offered for Flats and Bull Creek Grove with Arbitration 
 To Buy Outright 
 All Interested Persons Asked To Be Present At Board Meeting At 10 This Morning. 
 What should prove the most important and likely the pivotal step in the long drawn out 
campaign to save the Dyerville Flats and Bull Creek tracts of giant redwoods to Humboldt 
county, the State of California, the nation and to civilization for all time, will be taken today at 
the meeting of the board of supervisors in the county court house here in department one of the 
superior court, beginning at 10 o’clock this morning. 
 The board of supervisors will meet with representatives of the Pacific Lumber Company, 
owners of the tracts, representatives of the Save The Redwoods League, and executives of the 
Humboldt County Women’s Save The Redwoods League in an endeavor to break the deadlock 
that has existed for some time over the Dyerville Flat and Bull Creek tracts of giant redwoods. 
 At this morning’s meeting, it expected that definite plans for an amicable basis of 
negotiations between the divergent forces will be reached, and the first concrete basis for final 
negotiations opened up for a complete settlement of this mooted question, which means more to 
Humboldt county than anything in the history of the community since the county was first 
established as a political unit of the Golden State. 
 Last Clarion Call. In a last clarion call, Mrs. James P. Mahan urges every member of the 
Humboldt County Women’s Save The Redwoods League to be present at this morning’s session 
of the board of supervisors. She goes further and urges everyone interested in the campaign to 
save the redwoods to be on hand to lend their moral support in the gigantic effort to save the 
Dyerville Flats and Bull Creek stand of redwoods intact as nature gave them to Humboldt 
county, a benediction and blessing to stand forevermore, Humboldt’s outstanding invitation to 
the world to come and be welcome with the primeval redwoods. 
 An Urgent Appeal. The president of the Humboldt County Women’s Save The 
Redwoods League makes this urgent appeal to all without qualification or stint and wants 
everyone interested in the campaign to be present to put iron in the spine of the supervisors and 
steel in their courage to make a stand and issue a fiat that the redwoods are to be saved intact and 
for all time to Humboldt county, the state, the nation and civilization. 
 It is believed by all interested that this morning’s session of the board of supervisors will 
develop the final policy of all parties of interest to be pursued in the drawn out campaign to save 
the redwoods. 
 Mrs. James P. Mahan, president of the Humboldt County Women’s Save The Redwoods 
League, will have important messages to submit to the supervisors. 
 An Important Message. First, she will read to the supervisors a[communication] to her 
from Mrs. John D. Sherman of Washington, D.C., national president of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, representing three million women. She also has the backing of the State 
Federation of Women’s Club with something over 60,000 forward-looking women backing save 
the redwoods movement. [map insert of Redwood Highway Belt] 
 The message from the national president follows: Washington, D.C., Feb. 9, 1925; Mrs. 
James P. Mahan,  
 Understand that supervisors of Humboldt county will act on proposed Pacific Lumber 
Company offer regarding Dyerville Flat. Please make it certain that no misunderstanding exists 
concerning strong desire of General Federation of Women’s Cub of seeing outstanding groves of 
Eel river region, including Dyerville Flat and Bull Creek, saved. It is certainly the opinion of all 
interested observers that these groves are one of America’s greatest assets. I hope that Humboldt 
county will do its utmost to preserve these groves intact. You may depend upon the General 
Federation to help in every practicable way. Signed Mrs. John D. Sherman, President, General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. 
 3,000,000 Women Strong. That message is from the potential head of the most influential 
organization of women in America or the world. 
 These million women, the flower of the nation’s intellectual women hood are pledged by 
the president of their organization to aid in every way possible the titanic struggle to save the 
redwoods, not part or parcel of them, but all of them INTACT.  
 And backing this great organization is the California’s Federation of Women’s Cubs, 
now raising funds to buy a memorial grove, and Dyerville Flat and Bull Creek tract is their 
objective for a great memorial park. 
 Mrs. James P. Mahan…has been the Joan of Arc of the save the redwoods cause, and she 
believes that today will be her redwoods Battle of Acre and just as important to Humboldt 
county, and to the battle for conservation of natural resources, as was that other Battle of Acre 
when Joan of Arc turned the tide of battle to the side of civilization and saved the flower and 
chivalry of France from a rout that might have made history a tragedy and civilization a comedy. 
 Gives Cogent Reasons. In her last call issued last night [Mrs. Mahan] urged everybody 
interested in the cause to be at this morning’s meeting…. 
 Urges Moral Support. “The moral support of the public, the aroused moral support of the 
community is necessary to brace the supervisors and to steel their courage to make an 
uncompromising stand to save not part but all of the redwoods at Dyerville Flats and Bull 
Creek.” 
 If the battalion of women that Mrs. Mahan hopes to have present at today’s session 
materializes, supervisors who are suspected of showing a tendency to weaken on the people’s 
side may have cause to pause and reflect and reconsider. 
 It is not pleasant to face a battery o seventy centimeter guns but there are any number of 
men who would prefer that ordeal to facing a battery of determined, forward-looking, modern, 
intelligent women of Humboldt county, in this day, at this time, in this age and with women’s 
suffrage aided and abetted by women’s widow and women’s votes hanging a modern sword of 
Damocles over the heads of those who would falter in the people’s fight. 
 The following proposal of Save The Redwoods League: 
 Feb. 10, 1925. To the Honorable Board of Supervisors of Humboldt County, California. 
 The Save the Redwoods League has available funds in excess of three quarters of a 
million dollars, to be used for the purchase and preservation of the entire North Dyerville Flat 
and a portion of Bull Creek Flat. If the proposed gift of South Dyerville Flat as a memorial to 
Simon J. Murphy is not made, the League is likewise ready to purchase and preserve this grove. 
 When purchased, these groves are to be deeded to the State of California, to be used and 
enjoyed as parks by the citizens of Humboldt County and of California for all time. This gift is to 
be made for the preservation of these particular groves in their natural state as a part of the 
Humboldt State Redwood Park. Other than this, it is without restrictions or conditions of any 
sort. 
 We prefer, if possible, to secure those properties through friendly negotiations with their 
owners. To this end, we ask your good offices. We are prepared to: 
 1. Pay the fair value of this property purchased. 
 2. Assure reasonable reservations for rights of way. 
 3. Agree upon boundaries which will hamper lumbering operations as little as possible 
and at the same time preserve the integrity of these groves as park units. 
 To ensure the utmost fairness in the determination of these matters, we are prepared to 
submit any questions upon which the sellers and the League cannot agree to a board of 
arbitration consisting of lumbermen, logging and civil engineers, park experts and others. 
 In the Bull Creek area, our desire is to purchase and preserve as a park a tract at the 
mouth of the creek of an acreage to be determined in conference. The exact limits of this area, 
we believe, can best be determined by experts. 
 The Save the Redwoods League will agree to supply the funds necessary for these 
purchases by the time that the prices and boundaries are determined and satisfactory abstracts of 
title furnished for the land. While we hope and expect that a satisfactory agreement between the 
Pacific Lumber Company and the League can be arrived at through negotiations, we are ready, if 
necessary, to place at the disposal of the board of supervisors of Humboldt county, a sum of 
money sufficient to acquire these areas under condemnation proceedings, and in case all other 
methods fail, we may, if it necessary, to ask that in the public interest your board undertake such 
proceedings. 
 The offer of the Save the Redwoods League to purchase these tracts is not contingent 
upon any appropriation of any sort being made by Humboldt county. You and the tax payers you 
represent are best able to determine how much further investment your county should make in 
park areas along the Redwood Highway, which your people can always enjoy, and which, 
instead of being cut-over in the near future and their being very largely removed from your roll 
of taxable property, will always remain as an asset and an attraction. 
 It has long been the desire of your citizens to have the Dyerville and Bull Creek Flats 
preserved. These groves have been pronounced by many qualified to judge to be the finest 
examples of coast redwoods now in existence. Their accessible location makes their preservation 
especially desirable. We deem it the solemn obligation of the owners, the Board of Supervisors 
and the Save the Redwoods League to cooperate in seeing them preserved. 
 Therefore, in lieu of any proposal which will preserve only a part of North Dyerville Flat, 
or would attach restrictions or conditions to the preservation of this and other areas, we urge that 
your board approve the offer of the Save the Redwoods League to purchase outright and present 
to the State, the Dyerville and Bull Creek groves, areas essential to the complete rounding out of 
a Redwood Park which will make Humboldt County world famous and will attract a continuing 
stream of visitors who will bring into the county each year revenue many times greater than the 
value of the lumber that could be derived from the destruction of these trees. Felled redwoods 
pay but one dividend—a Humboldt Redwood Park pays increasing annual dividends. Save the 
Redwoods League, J.C. Merriam, president; J.D. Grant, Chairman Board of Directors; Newton 
B. Drury, secretary. 
 
HT (12 Feb. 1925) REDWOOD SAVED FROM AXE. Resolution of League Body Approved by 
Supervisors; Newton B. Drury Gets in Resolution that Wins Groves to People—A resolution, 
with a full mead of resolution in it, was presented by the Save the Redwoods League through its 
secretary, Newton B. Drury, at the special meeting of the supervisors to consider the 
conservation program yesterday. 
 Humboldt County today will read this resolution and realize that while Abraham Lincoln 
is no more, his spirit still lives in this county and goes marching on and forward as the “Great 
Emacipator” would have it live in the hearts of Humboldters and all American everywhere. 
 The resolution which was adopted by the supervisors and which B.F. Flint, Ferndale, 
District No. 1; Gilbert Sutherland, Rohnerville, District No. 2; D.A. Baldwin, Blue Lake, District 
No. 3; G.J. Cole, Freshwater, District No. 4; and Rasmus Anderson, Arcata, District No. 5. 
Accepted and approved as follows:  
 Whereas the Save the Redwoods League has notified the Board of supervisors of 
Humboldt County that it has funds available and is ready to buy and donate to the State of 
California for park purposes the North Dyrerville Flat, a portion of Bull Creek Flat and, if 
necessary, the South Dyerville tract, and 
 Whereas the League has expressed its desire to enter friendly negotiations with the 
owners, The Pacific Lumber company, for the purchase of this property at a fair price with 
proper provisions for rights of way, and 
 Whereas this generous action of the League would preserve some of the very finest 
redwood groves in existence to the lasting benefit of Humboldt County, 
 Therefore be it resolved that this Board approves the proposal of the League presented to 
us on February 10, and offers its co-operation in bringing about a settlement of this question that 
will protect the public interest in and be fair to The Pacific Lumber Company, and be it further 
 Resolved that the Board urges The Pacific Lumber Company to enter friendly 
negotiations with the League as proposed, with a view to the preservation of these groves as 
public parks. 
 
HT (12 Feb. 1925) People Win Redwoods in Days Fight; Public Throngs Court Room as Fight 
Mad to Save Trees; Argument Heated; Supervisors Decide in Favor of People and New Deal is 
Ordered—The magnificent fight of the people to save the redwoods of Dyerville Flat and Bull 
Creek to the nation for all time was rewarded with an imposing victory at the special session of 
the board of supervisors held in department one of the superior court here yesterday, when the 
board, without a dissenting vote, accepted the proposal of the Save the Redwoods League. 
 This nation-wide organization of progressive and unselfish men and women offered to 
finance the purchase of the tracts necessary to give Humboldt County one of the most unique 
parks in all the world. 
 Saved To Posterity. The supervisors didn’t quibble over an offer that could never again 
be repeated. They accepted, and their acceptance saves to Humboldt county and the nation the 
very finest stand of redwoods now extant in all the world, and saves to posterity one of the great, 
but fast disappearing, natural resources with which the nation was once so generously blessed. 
 No fight was made by the people against any particular business interest or organization. 
The fight made by the people was to save the redwoods intact and for all time to the nation, and 
incidentally to retain to Humboldt County an advertising feature and tourist attraction 
unsurpassed anywhere in California and unequalled in other states, not so fortunately favored of 
nature as in Humboldt county in its magnificent and world famous redwoods. 
 Representatives of the Pacific Lumber Company attempted to cast some doubt on the 
financial integrity of the Save the Redwoods League, but three telegrams to Newton B. Drury, 
Secretary of the Save the Redwoods League, from bankers and financiers of San Francisco, 
whose financial integrity could not be questioned and whose motives were above even the 
shadow of suspicion, settled that point unalterably in favor of the proposal to give to the Save the 
Redwoods League the groves it sought in Humboldt County. 
 Nelson’s Logic. Senator H.C. Nelson, attorney for the Pacific Lumber Company, 
appeared before the meeting and he presented his side of the contention in a logically, clear 
sequential and imposing manner, flawlessly perfect from his standpoint. He made a splendid and 
forceful advocate for his clients, convincing, logical and with a full equipment of legal reasoning 
and argument that did credit to his ability as a masterful advocate. None other could have 
presented a case better, few so well, but he was pitting cold, un-palpitating legal lore against 
public sentiment, and that proved an insurmountable barrier. 
 Not Courting Conflict. District Attorney Arthur W. Hill made a wonderfully forceful 
presentation of the people’s side of the controversy. He told the supervisors, as their legal 
representative, that he did not invite a legal fight, that he did not court legal proceedings, that he 
stood willing, ready, eager, as the people’s tribune to negotiate not one, but all the points at issue 
before a fair and impartial board of arbitration and stated frankly that a contest in court was the 
farthest thing in the world from his intention if the matter could be amicably and fairly adjusted 
not toe one party but to all the parties in the controversy. 
 But District Attorney Hill made it known in plain, unvarnished language, and in a ringing 
voice that carried conviction with it to every man and woman in the court room that if The 
Pacific Lumber company, or its legal representatives, insisted on throwing down to him and the 
people of Humboldt county, and the nation, the gauge of battle, that they would find him willing 
to take up the people’s standard and the people’s fight as far as it was necessary to carry it to a 
successful conclusion. 
 Shoe on Other Foot. The lumber company interests tried to cajole the district attorney 
with an offer on their part not to insist on legal proceedings if the district attorney, as legal 
representative of the board of supervisors, would advise them to accept the resolution of The 
Pacific Lumber company embodying their terms to the people as to just how much of the tracts 
of redwoods they would surrender, and the conditions of the surrender.  
 District Attorney Hill refused point blank and forcefully the soft impeachment of the 
timber interests, and pointed out forcefully and flawlessly that the people had not brought legal 
action, but on the other hand, the lumber company had gone to Sacramento and brought legal 
action against the Humboldt County Board of supervisors, the people’s representatives and thus 
against the people. 
 Hill’s plea for the people’s rights against vested interests was loudly applauded by the 
advocates of the Save the Redwoods League and that was practically ninety percent of those 
present at the meeting of the supervisors. 
 Quinn Appeals. Attorney Irwin T. Quinn, Humboldt Post No. 4, American Legion, 
appeared as an advocate of the save the redwoods movement. In an impassioned and earnest 
manner, he pointed out that he was a tax payer, and that his family were tax payers before there 
were any lumber or timber interests in Humboldt county. He said that professionally and socially 
he had many friends in the lumber industry, and cherished friends, but he insisted that such 
friendships could not win from him silence in a cause so near and dear to the people and he 
declared himself an outspoken and unyielding advocate for the preservation of the Dyerville and 
Bull Creek tracts of redwoods, intact, to the people for all time to come. 
 Attorney Lawrence E. Mahan appeared on the side of the Save the Redwoods League, 
and he fenced adroitly with Senator H.C. Nelson on the legal status of the controversy, and the 
various clashes between the timber interests and the Save the Redwoods League over the 
Dyerville and Bull Creek stands of redwoods. 
 Macdonald’s Case. Donald Macdonald, treasurer of the Pacific Lumber Company, 
appeared before the supervisors and told all within hearing how much the lumber company 
meant to Humboldt County, what it had done for the county, how large a payroll the company 
carried, a great deal about the possible effect of giving way to the Save the Redwoods League 
would have on the world in general and Humboldt in particular, and he told everybody 
everything about the lumber company, but nothing at all about the proposition to save the 
redwoods for Humboldt county, the state, the nation and he world. 
 About Fiji. Macdonald summed up his rather belligerent presentation of the Pacific 
Lumber Company’s side of the controversy by telling a story about a missionary and group of 
cannibals in the Fiji Islands, among which Macdonald’s missionary found himself. 
 “Those Fiji Islanders fattened that missionary and fed him, and made him sleek and 
round so that he would be toothsome for the Fiji Islanders,” said Macdonald, “and then they told 
him that they were going to make a feast of him, and that he could select for himself the way he 
would be preferred to be served up, boiled, roasted or stewed. 
 “And that,” said Macdonald forcefully, emphasizing his points with prodigious 
hammering with his clenched fist on the table, “is the precise position that the Pacific Lumber 
Company finds itself in. They’re like the missionary,” concluded Macdonald with a dramatic and 
forceful and parting thump on the table as he cholerically sat himself down. 
 Drury Turns Laugh. Then Newton B. Drury, secretary of the Save the Redwoods League, 
arose, a timid David to face a blustering Goliath, and with a solitary shaft of wit from the sling 
shot of his humor, he flattened all the bluster and took all the echoes out of even the last final 
resounding thwack on the table by quietly but firmly reminding Macdonald that “the members of 
the Save the Redwoods League were not and are not Fijian Islanders.” 
 And the people laughed uproariously and long. And it was not at Macdonald’s facetious 
yarn about the missionary and the Fiji Islanders either. 
 Attorney James P. Mahan and Donald Macdonald had a finger shaking contest that 
looked threatening for a time. Macdonald, to emphasize some point he was trying to make clear 
ot Mahan, wagged and shook his finger at Mahan forcefully and eloquently and prolongedly. 
 Broken Faith. Then attorney Mahan proved himself some digit manipulator himself by 
shaking his finger back at Macdonald just as forcefully, as eloquently and as prolongedly, and he 
told Macdonald in no uncertain terms that the lumber company had broken faith with the people 
over a matter concerning the Save the Redwoods League that transpired at the Chamber of 
Commerce some time back and Mahan made his point so clear to the assemblage that they 
awarded him the finger shaking decision on points. 
 Mrs. James P. Mahan, president of the Humboldt County Women’s Save the Redwoods 
League, addressed the meeting and read a telegram from the National Federation of Women’s 
Club, representing three million women and pledging its support in the Save the Redwoods 
League in its fight to save the Dyerville and Bull Creek groves of redwoods intact…. 
 The temper of the audience was shown in the constant applause that greeted the Save the 
Redwoods secretary, the district attorney, Lawrence Mahan, J.P. Mahan, Irwin Quinn, and the 
others who spoke for saving the trees of North Dyerville Flat and the ominous patience shown 
after each speech of the company officials and their attorneys. 
 Hill stated that he did not see any reason why Humboldt County should sit back and wait 
for legislators in Sacramento to give us what we want whenever they get around to it, which may 
be never, when we can get it ourselves, if it’s worth having, it’s worth fighting for, and if it’s 
worth having, let’s go after it. Thus, the district attorney marshaled his forces to battle and under 
the combined generalship of Hill and Drury the battle was on. Both sides quickly warmed to the 
subject. Hill told of a thousand mile trip by automobile during which the only forests seen were 
in California. 
 “There are no primeval forests in the United States except in California,” thundered the 
usually mild district attorney, “the only primeval forests are on the Pacific coast and the best of 
these forests are in Humboldt county. Because others have sold their—and are now repenting—
will you sell your birthright?  It is too late for the eastern states to save their forests, it is not too 
late for us.” 
 One striking point brought out by Hill was the fact that if, the supervisors accepted the 
lumber company’s offer, the taxes entailed would come to about $100,000 and that the most 
expensive litigation in a condemnation suit would not come to over five percent of that sum. 
 Into the arena then sprang Donald Macdonald, treasurer of the Pacific Lumber Company. 
Said Macdonald, “Every move the company makes people run around and wave their hands, 
shouting “Save the Redwoods, Save the Redwoods,” and every time we go to work in another 
place, we face an injunction.”  
 Lawrence Mahan proved himself able to get to the point of the whole matter 
immediately, while his opponents and even his colleagues at times beat about the bush. 
 Not Afraid of Suit. “It is the fight time,” declared Mahan, “that with all due respect to my 
friend Senator Nelson, I never saw him afraid of a law suit. Should this case go to condemnation 
proceedings, there are enough red blooded lawyers who will fight the case through the courts 
free and all the expense to the people will be the $10 or $15 filing fees.” This statement brought 
forth vigorous applause. “What difference,” pertinently queried  Mahan, “how the company gets 
its money, whether in logging or purchase price, so long as it realizes so much per tree?  They 
won’t be cheated.” More applause. “Now is the opportune time  
with the money ready to buy the North Dyerville Flat. But it now.”   
 Lawyers Tilt. A tilt between L. Mahan and Nelson here occurred. “Isn’t it true,” Mahan 
asked the senator, “that if the injunction is rescinded, the Pacific Lumber Company will 
immediately despoil the flat, and once gone, the trees are gone forever?” 
 Stop for Lunch. With this question hanging in the air, adjournment for luncheon was 
ordered. After luncheon, the first number on the afternoon’s program was a tilt between Mrs. J.P. 
Mahn and Macdonald. Mrs. Mahan stated that a year ago last December, McDonald had told her 
Dyerville Flat would be for sale when the money ws raised, that when the money was partly 
raised, McDonald had refused even to consider a sale. McDonald declared he had been 
incorrectly quoted and the disagreements started all over again. McDonald alternately harangued 
and pleaded, declaring the company never had a fair show anyway, and the statement must have 
been made over a dozen times that Pacific Lumber Company’s offer never had even been read. 
 Passage at Arms. Irwin Quinn spoke for the American Legion in his speech stating that 
the future of Humboldt County hinged on the settlement of this question for the action taken 
would set a precedent one way or another, either in favor of private monopolies or for the people 
as a whole. Thereupon the participants warmed up to the most exciting fray of the day. Said 
Drury, “Why not lay the entire matter aside, and have company representatives and Save the 
Redwoods League representatives meet and settle this matter?” 
 McDonald: “We want these injunctions and condemnation proceedings decided one way 
or the other first. We want you to refuse or accept our offer of South Dyerville Flat.” 
 Drury: “Then you refuse to negotiate?  You want a lawsuit?” 
 McDonald: “Mr. Drury, I’ll thank you not to put words into my mouth.” 
 J.P. Mahan, jumping to his feet, “South Dyerville Flat was dedicated to Simon Murphy 
and the State of California before. I saw it in the Dearborn Independent and other papers. How 
can you give it to us over again? You declared and it’s on record in the Eureka Chamber of 
Commerce that you would sell North Dyerville Flat if the money were raised. Then when the 
money was partly raised, you declared the flat not for sale. You took machinery secretly into 
North Dyerville Flat and started cutting so secretly, it took us hours to find your camp.”  
 Here the two men approached each other, McDonald stiffening and straightening and 
Mahan shaking his fist. Drury hastily interposed to the effect that all should be amicable and no 
personalities indulged in. At this dramatic moment, three telegrams in rapid succession were 
handed to Drury, who read: 
 “$700,000 in funds on hand to buy redwoods.” 
 “$750,000 in funds on hand to buy redwoods.” 
 “$760,000 in funds on hand to buy redwoods. 
 Each of the three telegrams was signed by eminent San Francisco men, prominent 
bankers whose words carry national insight in financial matters. 
 
HT (12 Feb. 1925) Editorial Great Moral Victory 
 
HT (15 Feb. 1925) Special Issue; How Thinkers See Redwoods and the Plan to Save Them; Save 
Redwoods League Backed by Best Minds..numerous quotes from authorities on the redwoods. 
 
HT (6 March 1925) Save Redwoods Says Owner, Greatest of Tree Owners For Saving—Henry 
M. Sage of Albany, New York, one of the largest and most influential lumbermen in the county, 
and a holder of considerable redwood acreage in Humboldt county, and his party arrived in 
Eureka yesterday and registered at the Eureka Inn. Also in party Mr. and Mrs. E.O Halter and 
Miss Betty Halter….For just ten years, 1911 to 1920, Sage was a NY senator; Halter is his 
brother-in-law. Sage told a Times representative that his visit to Eureka was for the sole purpose 
of showing the famous redwoods to the members of his party…. 
 
HT (17 March 1925) Martella Lane Lectures About Redwood Saving—The last legion of a once 
mighty army that eons ago encircled the glove—that in brief is the epic of the redwood phalanx 
30 miles long on the shores of Eel river, and the priestess of the redwoods is Martella Lane, artist 
and champion of the world’s greatest trees who lives in Humboldt county at Fortuna. 
 For a score of years, Mrs. Lane has been one of the few artists to dare to paint the 
redwoods. The great trees are among the hardest of natural subjects to transfer to canvas, partly 
because of their immensity which is difficult to impart in a picture, partly because of their 
unbending austerity which lends no drooping curves to frame a vista and partly because of the 
deepness and darkness of their color and the blending of the ground through the thick shade 
which they cast. When the true color of the tree and the true color of ground is painted, trees and 
ground blur into a shadowy whole unless the artist is most skillful. Mrs. Lane’s exhibition of ten 
dozen paintings in the Kanst gallery at Hollywood is mute tribute to her skill as artist and 
craftswoman. Mrs. Lane, beside painting the redwoods, is devoting much time to the delivery of 
lectures devoted to showing the necessity for preserving them. 
 
AU (9 April 1925) Redwood Groves North of Arcata Are Preserved [two groves, one the 
McKeehan Tract 10 miles south of Crescent City] The second tract, known as the Roberts claim, 
has been purchased by the Board Supervisors of Humboldt county for $40,000. It contains 160 
acres and more than 18 million feet of redwood timber. This tract is near the Humboldt Pioneer 
Memorial Grove, donated to the State of California by Mrs. Zipporah Russ of Ferndale.  
 The preservation of these groves is part of the Save the Redwoods League program to 
save the timber along the redwood highway through to the Oregon line.  
 
HT (30 April 1925) Secretary of the Interior Hubert Work, National Park Director S.T. Mather 
and Newton B. Drury, secretary of the Save the Redwoods League will arrive in Eureka this 
morning….The trip is being made by this distinguished party at the request of Stephen Mather, 
who wished Secretary Work to view the redwoods at Dyerville Flat and Bull Creek…..That 
[their] coming….has a bearing on the plan to give to Humboldt county a national redwood park 
was the belief of nearly everyone….[more] 
 
HT (2 June 1925) Stanwood Murphy elected executive first vice-president of P.L. Co. 
 
HT (16 June 1925) The Redwood Highway and the country through which it passes is receiving 
considerable publicity in various newspapers and magazine of California, as well as in some of 
the out-state publications, according to a statement from the chamber of commerce. Articles 
dealing with northwestern California and featuring the Redwood Highway have recently 
appeared in many of the best trade journals, as well as the Saturday Evening Post and the New 
York Times….The latest piece on the highway appeared in the San Francisco News Letters of 
June 6, a weekly magazine…The article follows: 
 From the time you leave San Francisco northbound or leave the northern terminus at 
Grant’s Pass, Oregon southbound, no matter how far you may be journeying, your trip will be 
replete with beauty and charm. You will be thankful you are living to enjoy such marvelous 
scenery, which even the most fantastic imagination cannot conjure….[more] 
 
HT (18 June 1925) The Redwood Highway is becoming more and more the favorite route for 
tourists, according to the Chamber of Commerce. Last month, 280 inquiries were received by 
that body and the Humboldt County Board of Trade, the majority of which were seeking 
information regarding road conditions, auto camps, resorts, hotels and general information 
regarding vacation possibilities. AS a result of the radio program, which was put on by the 
Humboldt County Board of Trade over KFL, Los Angeles and the Chamber of Commerce over 
KPO, San Francisco, close to 450 inquiries in addition to those mentioned above were received. 
 
HT (2 July 1925) Stop Forest Fire Campaign Interest Grows…several earlier articles about 
preventing forest fires. 
 
HT (15 July 1925) Save Redwoods Leaders Visit—John C. Merriam, president of Save the 
Redwoods League, and Newton B. Drury, secretary, arrived in Scotia from San Francisco 
yesterday on a several days’ tour of the redwood belt. According to President Merriam, the visit 
to Humboldt county at this time is in keeping with his usual custom of visiting the redwoods of 
northwestern California once each year to thoroughly familiarize himself with local conditions. 
His survey, he said, will take him through the lumbering centers as well as through the virgin 
forest regions…. 
 
HT (18 July 1925) The steady stream of tourists making their way over the scenic Redwood 
Highway and stopping on their journey in the Humboldt County seat, make purchases here of 
everything from gasoline and oil to hosiery and canary cages, according to Eureka merchants. 
During the summer season, they leave thousands of dollars for local circulation…. 
 
HT (18 July 1925) Asking the early completion of the Redwood Highway through to the Oregon 
border, a delegation of men, representative of Humboldt county organizations will leave for San 
Francisco to attend a meeting of the State Highway Commission…. 
 Four major projects were named, the completion of all of them giving a graded and 
graveled state highway to the Oregon line and eliminating the bad features in the present 
travelled route north of Eureka. 
 1. completion of stretch around south end of Big Lagoon. 
 2. completion of road between Orick and Wilson Creek. 
 3. completion of road between Loleta and Fortuna 
 4. completion of road between Arcata and Mad River 
 
BLA (18 July 1925) Garberville—[traffic count on highway; 1350 vehicles in 24 hours] 
 
HT (1 Aug. 1925) Editorial—The recent meeting of representatives from the north coast counties 
with the Highway Commission in San Francisco has yielded little tangible return. The tactics o 
delay and excuses which for almost three years has resulted in no new grading of highway by the 
present Commission bid fair to continue for another year or more unless a vigorous demand is 
made by residents of all counties through which the Redwood Highway extends….[only thing 
Humboldt got from present Commission is paving between Arcata and Eureka] 
 
HT (27 Aug. 1925) Another link in the California Redwood Park system will be added when the 
Save the Redwoods League will formally dedicate the recent gift from Geo Schwartz in honor of 
Henry S. Graves; 157 acres 10 miles south of Crescent City; Graves was Professor of Forestry at 
Yale, 1900-1910; Chief of U.S. Forest Service, 1910-1920, returned to Yale in 1923; now 
Provost of Yale University. Save the Redwoods League will turn grove over toe State. 
 
HT (8 Sept. 1925) Henry S. Graves Redwood Grove Dedicated with Speeches and 
Song….Congressman Lea gave address….Newton B. Drury, secretary of the Save the Redwoods 
League, gave an interesting address on the life and work of Professor Graves, head of the Yale 
Forestry school in whose honor the grove is named. 
 Drury also outlined the fight being waged by the organization to save and preserve the 
redwoods bordering the Redwood Highway, as well as some of the wonderful groves located in 
this section of the state. Drury said that those who have given their aid to the work deserve the 
thanks of the people of California and of the nation. 
 H.W. Cole, speaking for the lumber interests, declared that the lumber companies would 
not oppose any reasonable demands made by the Save the Redwoods League but in justice to 
those interested in the production of lumber, he asserted that those who favor the saving of the 
trees should give the lumber owners some idea of just how much acreage of trees they propose to 
save. He said that the timber men were apprehensive as to just what the program of the Save the 
Redwoods League called for. 
 Cole was assured by Secretary Drury that the League had no unreasonable requests to 
make and that in saving the trees the members of the League felt that they were performing a 
patriotic duty. 
 
HT (18 Sept. 1925) California Urged to Develop Comprehensive Park System—That California, 
with her wealth and population, should have a much more extensive and varied system of state 
parks than she now possesses and a more centralized administration of them was the opinion 
expressed by Raymond H. Torrey, Field Secretary of the National Conference on State Parks, 
who has been visiting this state as part of a survey of state park developments throughout the 
United States…. 
 In Humboldt State Park, in the larger redwood area of northern California, acquired both 
by state appropriations and by large private gifts, including large sums from citizens of other 
states interested in the preservation of these ancient trees, Mr. Torrey saw an example of a wise 
combination of conservation and recreation, which the state, through the Save the Redwoods 
League and through private beneficences which it…has set for its own people and for the whole 
country…. 
 But California possesses other opportunities for outdoor recreational enjoyment and the 
need for their acquisition is becoming more and more urgent every year as the ubiquitous 
automobile gets the people of the state about their thousand mile front on the Pacific and brings 
in thousands of eager visitors from other parts of the country. Mr. Torry suggested that an early 
survey of the remaining opportunities for acquiring recreational areas should be made under the 
direction of some competent central authority holding and administering state parks… 
 Mr. Torry said he hoped the next session of the California legislature will provide new 
and adequate machinery for a proper extension and development of a state park system which 
will be a joint source of pride for the state, and which, if permitted to develop income-producing 
service and allowed to return such income for improvements, would in time become self-
supporting. [more] 
 
HT (31 Oct. 1925) Garberville New High School Enrollment; has steady increase, South Fork 
Union High School has 27 pupils; originally expected 15. 
 
HT (5 Nov. 1925) Reservation Will Include Humboldt’s Finest Trees—A great redwood forest 
reservation comprising approximately 10,000 to 12,000 acres, and representing a valuation of 
several million dollars, is contemplated in plans recently outlined and given approval by the 
Council of the Save the Redwoods League at its annual meeting in San Francisco. 
 Announcement to this effect was made yesterday by Dr. John C. Merriam of Washington, 
D.C., president of the Save the Redwoods League and J.D. Grant of San Francisco, chairman of 
the League’s Board of Directors. This reservation, if established, will be of national significance, 
both as to size and importance, and will, according to the plan, be located at the junction of the 
South Fork and Eel river at Dyerville, and will comprise the major portion of the watershed of 
Bull Creek, a tributary of the South Fork. 
 At the same time, the League Council indicated the support of plans for preserving from 
700 to 1000 acres on Smith River near Crescent City in Del Norte county, including a strip of 
redwood timber along the new State Highway for a distance of six miles and taking in the 
famous Mill Creek Flat at the junction of Mill Creek and Smith River…. 
 Toward the realization of the larger Redwood reservation at Dyerville, the League 
already has in hand a fund in excess of three-quarters of a million dollars to be utilized toward 
the purchase of portions of the Dyerville Flats and also a portion of the celebrated Bull Creek 
Flat. Many scientists and world travelers have declared that in Bull Creek Flat, the redwood is 
found in the highest form of development. The largest and the tallest Sequoia sempervirens and 
also the most symmetrical are found in the main Bull Creek Flat. It is stated that probably 
nowhere since the beginning of time has there existed a more majestic forest…. 
 The owner of the timber, the Pacific Lumber Company, one of the largest operating 
concerns in the lumber industry is cooperating with the Save the Redwoods League in order to 
determine a fair valuation at which this area can be purchased and taken over for public use. 
Conference to this end between officials of the League and the Company are now taking place. It 
is expected that within a short time, the exact price at which this property is to be purchased will 
be determined…. 
 The Save the Redwoods League is lending its whole hearted support to this project. A 
Finance Committee has been appointed to represent the League in handling pledges and funds. It 
consists of J.D. Grant and William H. Crocker of San Francisco; Duncan McDuffie and J.S. 
Sperry of Berkeley; R.G. Sprowl, vice-president and comptroller of University of California. 
 The committee appointed to negotiate with Pacific Lumber consist of the Chairman Col. 
Henry S. Graves, former Chief of the U.S. Forest Service and now Provost of Yale University 
and Dean of the Forestry School; Professor Walter Medford, head of the Dept. of Forestry, 
University of California; J.C. Sperry and Duncan McDuffie. The well-known expert, Major 
David T. Mason, who for a number of years has been directing the reforestation plans of the 
timber interests in Mendocino and Humboldt counties, is participating in the negotiations. 
 
AU (12 Nov. 1925) Bull Creek Basin To Be Saved. 
 
HT (3 Dec. 1925) Efforts Underway To Save Famous California Redwoods. San Francisco—
Increasing effort with prospect of success is being made to preserve from extinction the world’s 
tallest and most beautiful tree, the Sequoia sempervirens, or redwood…. 
 Magnificent timber, resisting moisture and decay for centuries though fallen, it was cut 
and shipped throughout the United States and abroad in such quantities as to endanger its 
exhaustion. Aroused, the Save the Redwoods League, composed of such nature lovers as 
Franklin K. Lane, Dr. John C. Merriam, William Kent, and others activated by love of beauty, in 
recent, years, has raised money to buy some groves and induce the State of California and 
various organizations to preserve others. 
 Today, 15,515 acres have been freed from the woodman’s menacing axe. In addition, the 
League has initiated a program for a national redwood park of 20,000 acres of trees that were a 
half thousand years old when the star appeared over Bethlehem. [more about reforestation by 
lumber companies.] 
 
BLA (23 Jan. 1926) Garberville—Mr. and Mrs. Ward of Piercy were visitors to Garberville 
during the past week. The Wards have leased the Devoy redwood grove near Piercy and will 
open a camp ground at the beginning of the next camping season. Cabins are being built at 
present and the grounds will be furnished with conveniences for camping. 
 HT (31 Jan. 1926) [chart showing distribution of money spent by vacationists, delegates and 
tourists in the Redwood Highway Empire.. auto camps, resorts, retail merchants, hotels, service 
and recreation, restaurant….] 
 
HT (21 Feb. 1926) Splendid Painting Brings New Fame to Humboldt [photo of redwood 
painting] 
 Again the Humboldt County redwoods are brought into the limelight, this time through 
the work of Mrs. Cora B. Wright, well-known local artist, who recently sold one of her oil 
paintings of the giant Sequoias to the Municipal Properties company of San Francisco who plan 
to place the painting in the new club house of the Devonshire Hills Country Club near San 
Carlos. 
 The painting, which is exceptionally fine, is 6 by 9 feet, being too large for a regular 
express car, had a wide frame of redwood burhl.  
 Mrs. Wright, who is a native of California, began the study of painting at the age of 13 
and has studied tirelessly ever since. A considerable part of this artist’s life has been spent in this 
county where she painted the redwoods from the groves themselves, the results of her work 
being of such character as to make them of unusual value. 
 Not only has Mrs. Wright studied by herself, but she has been a student of the San 
Francisco Art School and at intervals, she spends weeks at a time in San Francisco where she 
studies under the most famous artists in the state. Very recently she spent some time in one of 
California’s best known studios working seven and eight hours a day in the interests of her art. 
 
HT (28 March 1926) Save The Redwoods History Outlined At Meeting Here [speaker was Major 
D.T. Mason at meeting of Redwood Chapter of the Association of American Engineers at Hotel 
Vance; Mason was involved in reforestation efforts; long article] 
 
BLA (17 April 1926) The Benbow Hotel, which is being erected on the Redwood Highway just 
two miles south of Garberville, is fast going up and the first unit will be open to the public 
sometime in June. [more]. 
 
HT (28 May 1926) Forum Hears Plan To Give Redwood Empire Nation Wide Publicity—
articles, photographs, radio ads, etc. 
 
HT (6 July 1926) Newton B. Drury, Secretary of the Save the Redwoods League, arrived in 
Eureka yesterday to attend to business matters…. 
 
HT (7 July 1926) John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Enthusiastic Over Redwoods; Humboldt Forest 
Delight John D. Rockefeller, Jr.—photo of Rockefeller. The redwoods of northwestern 
California are far more impressive even than the giant redwoods of Mariposa county, according 
to John D. Rockefeller, Jr., who, accompanied by Mrs. Rockefeller and their three youngest 
boys, Laurence, Winthrop and David, and other members of their party, are making a tour of 
California and the north Pacific coast country. 
 “I am enthusiastic about them,” said Rockefeller, when speaking of the redwood groves 
he saw in making the drive over the highway from South Fork, where his party left the train to 
complete the journey to eureka. “I am surprised and delighted at the wonderful development 
made in the past few years in which this section of the country has been accessible by land from 
the rest of the state,” he continued. “These magnificent redwoods far exceed anything I had 
imagined. I had long heard of the wonderful redwood forests, but before this trip I had never 
seen them. In my judgment the redwood groves we saw today are far more impressive even than 
the giant redwoods of the Mariposa grove…” 
 The Rockefellers are making this journey purely as a pleasure trip and as a part of the 
education of his three younger sons. They have often been in California but this is the first time 
they have visited the famous redwood sections of the state…. 
 The Rockefeller party came over the Northwestern Pacific to South Fork and there they 
were met by Newton B. Drury, Secretary of Save the Redwoods League….picnic luncheon for 
the party in the Dyerville Flat grove. The party also looked over the grove of redwoods in Bull 
Creek Flat and visited the Pacific Lumber company mill at Scotia….will continue trip to 
Crescent City, Grants Pass and northward. The chief interest in their present trip, however, seems 
to center in the great redwood forests of California and the Redwood Highway. 
 
HT (22 July 1926) An expression of appreciation for a panorama picture of the Humboldt county 
redwoods was received by the Freeman Art Co. yesterday in a letter from J.D. Rockefeller, Jr…. 
 Freeman Art Co., Eureka. Dear Sirs: I have received the very fine panorama picture of 
the redwood trees which you were good enough to send me with your compliments. We greatly 
admired these wonderful trees and are happy to have so fine a picture of them as a perpetual 
reminder of their marvelous size and dignity. Please accept my cordial thanks for your courtesy 
in sending the photograph. Yours very truly, John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
 
HT (7 Aug. 1926) President of Save the Redwoods League Here—Dr. John C. Merriam, 
President of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, D.C. and President of the Save the 
Redwoods League, accompanied by Mrs. Merriam, and their two sons, was in Eureka yesterday 
on their way southward from an extended trip into Oregon and other places to the north. Dr. 
Merriam and his family are very much interested in this section of California and the doctor 
states that they are always glad to visit Eureka. 
 They are Californians in spirit as well as in former residence, Dr. Merriam having been 
Dean of the Faculty and Vice-President of the University of California before going to the 
Carnegie Institution. 
 “Plans for saving a modest portion of the finest of the redwoods is receiving the unified 
support of all interests on the Pacific Coast,” said the doctor at the Eureka Inn last evening. “The 
League is organized on the quality of the program and the unity of interest in it. We wanted to 
get a group of people who could give the program their continuing interest and support, and a 
secretary who could give largely of his time, and we found him in Newton B. Drury who could 
scarcely be equaled by anyone else in the entire country for his effective interest and devotion to 
the program.” 
 Dr. Merriam said that his interest in the preservation of a portion of the best groves of the 
redwoods in their primeval state for recreational and esthetic purposes was first aroused during a 
trip made up through this section in 1917, when he was Dean of the Faculty of the University of 
California, in company with Henry F. Osborne of the American Museum of New York City, and 
Madison Grant of New York. 
 He wrote a letter to Governor Stephens pointing out that no efforts were being made to 
preserve any of these magnificent forests, and on receiving the governor’s reply, eh proceeded to 
organize the league. Franklin K. Lane was its first president and DR. Merriam was secretary. On 
the death of Ex Secretary [of the Interior} Lane, Dr. Merriam was made president and Newton B. 
Drury, secretary. 
 Speaking on the “balanced program” planned by the League, Dr. Merriam said, “We 
realize that the great bulk of the timber will be cut to meet economic requirements, but we hope 
after this is cut, plans will be made for raising future crops of timber which will contribute their 
part toward the needs of other generations. We feel that saving certain of the finest areas will 
mean the protection of one of the greatest assets of this region. Certain it is that the saving of 
these forests, and the development of a fine highway system will always be great attractions for 
the people of the whole United States. 
 
HT (19 Aug. 1926) Robert Sterling Yard, Secretary of the National Parks Association, is 
expected to arrive in Eureka tonight according to word received by Emile J. Iversen from 
Newton B. Drury, secretary of Save the Redwoods League, whose guest Yard will be while here. 
 Yard, whose visit is being made for the purpose of looking over the various redwood 
groves in the county, in company with Mrs. J.P. Mahan, President of the local chapter of the 
Save the Redwoods League, inspected redwood groves in southern Humboldt yesterday. 
 The visitor is nationally famous as an author and published, as well as for his connection 
with the National Parks Association, which he organized in 1919. He is also prominent in the 
newspaper world, having been editor of the New York Herald for nine years and of the Century 
Magazine. 
 
HT (20 Aug. 1926) Humboldt Redwoods Superior; They Are the Greatest in the World, Says 
Famous Author; Preserve Groves; Favors Preserving Bull Creek Flat as a Unit—“The most 
amazing spectacle the world contains,” is the way in which Robert Sterling Yard, Secretary of 
the National Parks Association, Washington, D.C., who is at the Eureka Inn, described the 
redwoods of Humboldt county. Yard…is on a tour of inspection of some of the western National 
Parks…and has turned aside to tour the Redwood country at the earnest solicitations of Dr. 
Merriam, Vernon Kellogg, Newton B. Drury and other friends…. 
 “I had read everything about the Redwoods,” he said, “ and had seen photographs, but I 
was still unconvinced . Back in my mind lurked the thought that I would see a great forest, but 
one that could not displace the forests of the Sierra in my regard. Yesterday and today I have 
seen forests that are beyond compare, the greatest that mind can conceive….” 
 “Bull Creek Flat grove should be preserved as a unit and protected from tourists. I mean 
from campers who spoil the undergrowth, build fires in the grove and otherwise desecrate what 
should be considered as a great cathedral…” [too hard to read] 
 
HT (1 Sept. 1926) Garberville—The 12-mile stretch of highway in this section, which has been 
in course of construction for eight months, is nearly complete. The road has been graded and 
graveled twice and oiled. 
 
HT (24 Sept. 1926) Rededication of Fortuna Christian Church….The beautiful redwood painting 
by Martella Lane will be unveiled…. 
 
HT (4 Jan. 1927) C.C. Young inauguration today. 
 
HT (3 May 1927) Bids Opened for State Highway Construction North of Orick; May Finish 
Work This Summer [grading and rocking 15 miles] 
 
HT (7 June 1927) Dr. Ray Wilbur To Give Address At Felton Park—The Save the Redwoods 
League has secured Dr. Ray Wilbur, president of Stanford, 
 
HT (10 June 1927) Plans for Dedication of Felton Grove Complete [ long article]  
 
HT (12 June 1927) The performance of the Redwood Pageant, “The Romance of the Redwoods” 
will be given this afternoon at 2 in Bolling Grove instead of Dyerville Flat as announced 
heretofore. The change was made because the Bolling Grove is nearer to the Felton Grove which 
is to be dedicated in the forenoon, being just across the highway and for the added reason that the 
Bolling Grove has a better and more effective setting for the pageant…. 
 
HT (14 June 1927) Stanford University President Dedicates Felton Memorial Grove—“Nothing 
we can do in the way of planting can give us such trees as these. Planting may indeed give 
generations in the far, far future some trees, but we must keep some of the great heritage which 
nature gave to California. These trees, having survived all the natural enemies of tree life, can 
fall before the needs or apparent needs of man. What nature has taken 2,500 or 3,000 years to 
grow may be destroyed in a day. Fortunately, however, some of our fellow citizens have felt a 
duty to the future and have organized the ‘Save the Redwoods League,’”  said Ray Lyman 
Wilbur, President of Stanford University, in dedicating he Charles N. Felton Memorial Redwood 
Grove, 60 miles south of Eureka Sunday. Dr. Wilbur urged the enlargement of the redwood 
holdings of the state park system and praised the work of the league in assisting in this program. 
 Joseph D. Grant, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Save the Redwoods 
League, was in charge of the ceremonies. Following President Wilbur’s address, which was 
made before a large crowd of people, a memorial plaque by Haig Patigian, the California 
sculptor, was unveiled. This plaque contained the data of the dedication together with a bas relief 
bust of Senator Felton. 
 After paying a high tribute to the character of Senator Felton, who, he said, “played a 
large part in the history of the state of California, during the sixty-five years of his active life in 
the state; he was a pioneer, active, aggressive, honest, and a man of vision.” President Wilbur 
referred to the history of eh Save the Redwoods League and traced some of its achievements 
since its organization in 1918. Among these are the preservation of over 3000 acres of primeval 
forests of redwood in Humboldt and Del Norte counties. “Besides the main area in the Humboldt 
Redwood Park, there are the Franklin M. Lane and the Richardson groves, the Henry S. Graves 
and Russ groves, the Stephen T. Mather, William Kent and William D. Stephens groves and 
Bolling grove named for the first officer of high rank to be killed in the World War.” 
 Joseph D. Grant, in introducing the speaker of the day, commented upon the custom of 
dedicating groves of living trees as monument to the memory of relatives and friends and paid a 
high compliment to the daughter whose filial affection for the memory of her father established 
this monument to her father, which said is more enduring than the pyramids of Egypt, and more 
appropriate than the temples of the ancient world, or the cathedrals of medieval Europe. 
 The Felton grove contains approximately 100 acres of the finest of virgin forests, one of 
the most beautiful in the redwood region. It occupies a point of land in a picturesque bend in the 
South Fork of the Eel river, and is directly across the highway from the Bolling Grove and is 
almost in sight of the 3,000-more Humboldt State Redwood Park. The Redwood Highway has 
opened up the region to tourists who have spread the story of the beauty of the redwoods …the 
cause of preservation. 
 Between 200 and 250 automobiles went down from this city. …from 50 to 75 from other 
…and towns along the way besides Dr. and Mrs. Wilbur, Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Grant and daughter, 
Mrs. Kate Felton Neilson, and Charles N. Felton, Jr., several other prominent people from the 
…region attended the dedication at the Felton Grove and the…in Bolling Grove. ….[can’t read] 
 
BLA (18 June 1927) Saving of Redwoods Urged by Ray L. Wilbur—Ray Wilbur, president of 
Stanford University,  in dedicating the Charles S. Felton Memorial Redwood Grove in Humboldt 
County Sunday, urged the enlargement of the Redwood holdings of the State of California. The 
grove of approximately 100 acres of the finest primeval Redwood forests, lying about 60 miles 
south of Eureka and 235 miles north of San Francisco on the Redwood Highway, was purchased 
by Mrs. Kate Felton Neilson of San Francisco through the Save the Redwoods League and 
deeded to the State of California to stand for all time as a memorial to her father, one of 
California’s pioneers. Joseph D. Grant, chairman of the executive committee of the League, was 
in charge of the ceremonies. Following President Wilbur’s address, a memorial plaque by Haig 
Patigian, California sculptor, was unveiled. Because of the popularity of the Redwood Highway 
and the interest in the State Parks Movement, the attendance at the dedication was large…[Felton 
memorialized by Wilbur] 
 Referring to the work of the Save the Redwoods League, President Wilbur said: “Since 
its organization in 1918, this League has been instrumental in preserving over 3,000 acres of 
primeval Redwood forest stretching along the Redwood Highway for a distance of 
approximately 15 miles. Besides the main area in the Humboldt Redwood Park between Miranda 
and Dyerville, the Franklin K. Lane and Richardson groves south of Eureka and the Henry S. 
Graves and Russ groves north of Eureka have been preserved. 
 “As well as aiming to preserve the scenic beauty along the Redwood Highway, the 
League has four main park projects, two in Humboldt county and two in Del Norte county. Its 
total program will involve several million dollars, Redwood valued at more than a million dollars 
have already been preserved and in addition, pledges and gifts toward further Redwood 
preservation, totaling approximately a million dollars has been secured. 
 “The League was active in urging passage of the State Parks bills, recently approved by 
Gov. Young, providing for control administration of parks through a State Park Commission, a 
state-wide survey of parks, and a $6,000,000 bond issue for state parks to go before the voters in 
1928. The proceeds from this issue are to be matched with an equal amount from private gifts 
and other sources for the acquisition of park properties approved by the State Park 
Commission….” 
 
HT (2 Nov. 1927) “The Redwoods are magnificent and it will certainly be a crime if many acres 
of them are not preserved forever for the enjoyment of the people of the state,” Charles C. 
Saucers, field representative of the National Conference on State Parks, and director of state 
parks of Indiana, who was a guest at Eureka Inn, stated that the redwood empire was one of the 
most beautiful spots in the country…. 
 California has a six million dollar bond issue for state parks coming up next year and the 
citizens of the state will be wise if they pass it, Saucers concluded, adding that the passage of the 
bond issue would probably mean the preservation of many of the redwood districts for all time. 
 HT (2 Dec. 1927) State Park Commission Representative of All Portions of California; 
Statement of Governor Young—In the appointment of the State Park Commission, which I am 
today naming, I have given a great deal of time and very especial care. This is a new 
commission, having charge of the recently-created Division of Parks, and operating in the State 
Department of Natural Resources. Its object is to unify the administration of all parks, sites of 
historical interest, and the like, which are owned and controlled by the state, or may be hereafter 
acquired, and to make a comprehensive survey of the state as a basis for the development of a 
well-balanced state park system. 
 California is growing very rapidly, and its sites of natural beauty suitable for parks and 
public recreation are becoming scarcer and more valuable year by year…. 
 A considerable number of nature lovers in this state and in the East evinced a desire to 
lend financial aid toward preserving these beauty spots in California. Already redwood parks 
have been purchased for the state in this way, and intimation has been given that a great deal 
more may be expected along this line, provided the state will only cooperate. Accordingly, the 
last state legislature provided for submission to the voters a park bond issue of $6 million, the 
bonds to be issued only as each dollar of state money is matched by another dollar from these 
outside sources. Thus, by this $5 million, California will be able to invest for future generations 
$12 million in a wisely coordinated comprehensive State Park System…. 
 [listed commissioners appointed: William Colby, Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, Henry 
O’Melvany, ExSenator W.F. Chandler, and Major Russell Burnham with bios] 
 These five distinguished citizens…will have in their hands the important task of 
formulating a park policy for the State. Under their direction will be carried out the State Park 
Survey, authorized by the last Legislature, to determine what areas in the State of California are 
suitable and desirable as additions to our State Park System. Upon them will devolve the task of 
administering the funds which will be provided for the acquisition of further state park properties 
if the voters act favorably upon the $6 million State Park Bond Issue passed by the last 
Legislature and appearing on the ballot for ratification by the voters in November 1928. 
 
HT (11 April 1928) Slides between Hartsook’s and Richardson Grove on the highway south of 
here, continued to block travel except for short intervals at this point yesterday. Tons of rock and 
debris have been sliding from the high bluff almost continuously since last Wednesday. Two 
steam shovels and a crew of men have been working in an effort to keep the road open. 
 
HT (12 April 1928) Park Bond Issue Vital, Says Drury—Citizens of Humboldt county are vitally 
interested in the success of the $5 million park bond issue to be voted on at the November 
election, according to Newton B. Drury, secretary of Save the Redwoods League, who spent 
yesterday in Eureka after visiting the Redwoods of Del Norte county, for if the bond issue is 
passed, it probably will mean the state will acquire considerable redwood acreage in this section 
to be set aside and preserved forever as a state park. [more about the three bill passed by the last 
legislature; hard to read] 
 
AU (26 April 1928) Approves State Park Bone Issue—On his departure from California for the 
East recently after a tour of inspection of the giant redwood forests of Humboldt and Del Norte 
counties, Arthur Newton Pack of Washington, D.C., President of the American Nature Society 
and Secretary of the American Tree Association, made a strong plea to Californians to preserve 
at any cost her marvelous redwoods. 
 “California’s forests,” said Pack, “constitute one of her very greatest assets, not only from 
an economic standpoint but from an esthetic and recreational point of view for the enjoyment of 
her own citizens and as an ever-increasing attraction to millions of tourists….”[more] 
 
HT (2 May 1928) Head of American Forestry Association Urges Californians to Pass Park Bond 
Issue—Expressing his keen interest in the $5 million bond issue for a California Park System, 
George D. Pratt, president of the American Forestry Association yesterday…. 
 
HT (20 June 1928) State Park Commission To Arrive Here Saturday—Members of the 
California State Park Commission, headed by their chairman, William E. Colby, will arrived in 
Eureka next Saturday morning for the purpose of spending a short time in order to acquaint 
themselves regarding the park plans of the state…. 
 Should the $6 million bond issue for state parks pass by the people in November, the 
Park Commission will have charge of the purchase or acquisition of the various state park 
projects proposed and the administration of them…. 
 William Colby, chairman, has been active for many years as an officer of the Sierra Club 
and is known as one of the outstanding park workers in this state. At one time, he was associated 
with John Muir in the cause of conservation. Recently he has been active in the enlargement of 
the Sequoia National Park. Also he has been a vice-president of the American Forest Association 
and of the American Alpine Club, as well as [some international alpine group] He is a trustee of 
the National Parks Association an and councilor of the Save the Redwoods League, Berkeley law 
lecturer and attorney in San Francisco.  
 Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, president of Stanford, one of original councilors of Save the 
Redwoods League….[more about Park Commissioners] 
 
HT (22 June 1928) Photo. Colonel Charles Wing, Chief of the Division of Parks, with other 
members of State Park Commission and Frederick Law Olmstead, noted park authority, also 
Newton B. Drury, G.S. Arnold and Olmstead who is making a survey of California for the Park 
Commission in order to select the best sites for the proposed chain of state parks, a $6 million 
bond issue for which will be voted on in Nov…. 
 
HT (23 June 1928) State Park Commissioners Visit Humboldt County; Officials Here for Park 
Meet—If the beautiful primeval forests, wonderful scenic mountain areas, gleaming braches, 
enchanting lake vistas and other natural attractions of the state are to be preserved for the use of 
the people in years to come, the people of the state must take action at the November election 
and pass favorably on the $6 million bond issue in the opinion of Frederick Law Olmstead, noted 
landscape architect and park authority and Colonel Charles Wing, Chief of the division of Parks. 
 Both agreed that the passage of the bond issue is a vital issue and that the preservation of 
California’s natural resources will be hampered greatly should the bond issue fail…. 
 Olmstead, in connection with a force of some 80 volunteers throughout the state, is 
endeavoring to make a complete survey of possible park areas in California. Before the survey 
was commenced, chambers of commerce, individuals and organizations interested in preserving 
the natural recreational areas of California suggested numerous park sites. All of these sites are 
being investigated [long, long article] 
 HT (24 June 1928) Photo William Colby, Heads Sate Park Commission. [more] 
 
HT (26 June 1928) National Park Conference To Be Held in California; 8th annual session in San 
Francisco and Los Angeles….chose California for conference to help arouse interest in the 
state’s plan for a state-wide park system and passage of bond issue. Mather and Merriam will be 
present as speakers; Duncan McDuffie, chairman of the California State Parks Council [lobby 
arm for passage of bond issue] Others to be present William Colby, Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, Fred 
G. Stevens, director of Dept. of Natural Resources, Mrs. W.W. Green, president California 
Federation of Women’s Clubs [more] 
 California has at present five state parks with a total of approximately 33,000 acres. 
These parks, however, while a good beginning for a state park system, were acquired in a 
haphazard manner at different times and without regard for the recreational needs of the state as 
a whole. [more] 
 
HT (19 July 1928) Sacramento—California’s management of the Park Commission will be self-
supporting in so far as practical after they have once been improved by the state, Colonel Charles 
B. Wing, Chief of the Division of Parks, Department of Natural Resources, has announced. This 
policy has been drafted not only for present parks, but also for those to be opened if the $6 
million bond issue is voted this November and an equal sum raised by the public for park 
purchases. 
 The Commission now is studying methods by which parks may contribute toward the 
cost of their upkeep and operation, Colonel Wing said, but no decision has been reached on 
whether they cost should be met through a charge to those using them or through concession 
leases. Both systems are employed in various sections of the country. 
 The state’s survey of possible park sites now is being rushed and the report of Frederick 
Law Olmstead, who has charge of the work, is expected to be ready for the Commission by Jan. 
1. Thus far, local communities have submitted 169 possible sites for the state’s consideration as 
units of the state-wide system or resorts. 
 These sites are being further studied by local advisors, and Colonel Wing announced that 
as soon as this data was available, Olmstead and his men will begin an inspection for those 
believed best suited for the state’s needs. No set policy for final selection has been fixed as each 
unit will have to stand on its own merits, Wing said. 
 
HT (24 Aug. 1928) Nineteen Redwood Groves Saved In Three Counties—Nineteen beautiful 
groves of redwoods, covering a total area of more than 2,750 acres, have been preserved along 
the Redwood Highway in Humboldt, Del Norte and Mendocino counties, through the efforts of 
the Save the Redwoods League, according to information compiled recently for the Eureka 
Chamber of Commerce by Newton B. Drury, Secretary of Save the Redwoods League. Sixteen 
are in this county. 
 Mendocino: Edward R. Hickey Grove, 43 acres, donated by the Standish & Hickey 
Lumber Co. 
 Humboldt:  
1. Richardson Grove, named in honor of former Governor Richardson, 208 miles north of 
Sausalito, a delightful bathing beach, and adequate camping facilities are features of this grove 
during the tourist season, 120 acres. 
2. Tuomey Grove, named in honor of Professor James W. Tuomey of Yale University; adjacent 
to Richardson Grove and across the river. Fine bathing beach, 85 acres. 
3. Lane Grove, 188 acres, donated by admirers of Franklin K. Lane, first president of the Save 
the Redwoods League situated at Kettentelbe [Phillipsville], 20 miles north of Richardson Grove. 
4. Stephens Grove, 315 acres, 4 miles north of Lane Grove; in honor of former Governor 
Stephens. 
5. Bolling Grove, 200 acres, 4 miles north of Stephens Grove; dedicated to memory of Col. 
Raymal Bolling, first American officer of high rank to fall in World War. 
6. Felton Grove, the most recent unit to Humboldt State Redwood Park and one of the most 
picturesque, 100 acres, across river from Bolling Grove, apart from main highway. Preserved by 
Mrs. Kate Felton Neilson in memory of Charles N. Felton. 
7. Resident of Massachusetts Grove, 5 miles north of Bolling Grove, 112 acres, preserved 
through generosity of a resident of Massachusetts. 
8. The Dunn and Dimmick Land, 225 acres, purchased by Humboldt County Supervisors 1921. 
9. Smith & Mains Tract, 40 acres, acquired by County in 1921. 
10. Hammond Lumber Co. Tract, 30 acres, donated by Hammond, 22 miles north of Resident of 
Massachusetts Grove. 
11. Kent Grove, 150 acres, preserved through a contribution made by William Kent. 
12. Mather Grove, 150 acres, adjacent to Kent Grove, named in honor of Stephen K. Mather. 
13. Gould Grove, 47 acres, a mile north of Mather Grove, preserved by State and Mrs. Frederick 
Staltonstall  Gould in memory of her husband. 
14. Sage Company Tract, 394 acres, a mile north of Gould; preserved by State in 1922. 
15. Russ Grove, 8 miles north of Orick, 100 acres, deeded to State in 1922 by Mrs. Zipporah 
Russ as memorial to husband Joseph and all the pioneers of Humboldt county. 
16. Roberts Tract, 160 acres, a mile north of Russ Grove; preserved by County in 1925. 
 Del Norte County 
Graves Grove, 285 acres, 10 miles south of Crescent City to honor Henry Graves of Yale 
University. 
Webber Tract, 4 miles north of Crescent City, 18 acres, at gateway to California Redwoods. 
 
HT (2 Sept. 1928) Urges State Park Bonds—Dr. John C. Merriam, president of the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington, D.C., was re-elected president of the Save the Redwoods League at 
the annual meeting of the Council in San Francisco/ In commenting on the program of the 
League, Dr. Merriam spoke of the importance o the State Park Bond which goes before the 
voters of California as Amendment 4 on November ballot…. 
 
HT (24 Oct. 1928) Dr. Ralph Chaney, Berkeley geologist, will be the principal speaker at the 
first fall forum meeting given by Eureka Chamber of Commerce….The Park Bond Issue will be 
the topic… 
 
HT (26 Oct. 1928) Adv. Keep Golden State World’s Playground; Save the Redwoods and 
Realms of Beauty by Voting for Park Bonds; Shall it be this [sketch of trees] or this [sketch of 
stumps]….Save the beaches for the public of 1000 miles of coast in California; only 35 miles are 
publically owned. 
 
HT (8 Nov. 1928) Park Bond Wins; yes 835,065; no 299,072. 
 HT (20 Nov. 1928) State Redwood League Officials View Park Sites; State Park Survey Near 
Completion; More Than $1,000,000 Pledged to Match State Bond Issue—Hearty appreciation of 
the overwhelming vote given by Humboldt county electors in favor of the State Park Bonds 
proposal was expressed by Colonel Charles Wing, Chairman of the State Park Commission, 
Newton B. Drury of Berkeley, secretary of Save the Redwoods League, and F.W. Wentworth, 
prominent San Francisco business man and councilor of the League. 
 The three arrived here following a visit along the Redwood Highway to the Oregon line 
for the purpose of doing some preliminary work in connection with the establishment of the State 
Park System and the preservation of the natural beauties along the Redwood Highway. 
 The State Park site survey which is now going on under the direction of Frederick Law 
Olmstead, noted architect and landscape engineer, will be completed before Christmas. The State 
Park Commission will then be prepared to take up the active work of extending the state park 
system as rapidly as the private funds which must match the $6 million state bond issue are made 
available…. 
 More than $1 million has been pledged directly to be matched with the state funds in 
preserving the various redwood groves, which have been proposed as state parks, Drury stated…. 
 In discussing the plans of the park commission, Colonel Wing stated that an effort will be 
made to have a state park of some nature in every county of the state. Also he called attention to 
the necessity of preserving some of the beaches, especially in northern California where Clam 
Beach in Humboldt County is the only publicly-owned beach between San Francisco and 
Oregon…. 
 
AU (20 Dec. 1928) Memorial Grove for Humboldt—Eastern family deeds 140 acre tract near 
Redway; memorial to Harris G. Whittemore, eastern lumberman and pioneer in reforestation and 
forest preservation. Tract purchased from T.W. Hine and H.W. Hamilton; tract at mouth of 
Redwood Creek opposite Redway. 
 
HT (3 Jan. 1929) Park Survey Report Filed; Six Projects In Humboldt County Are Included; 
Three Lagoons; Three Redwood Groves are Favored, San Francisco, (Associated Press)—
Frederick Law Olmstead, director of the state park survey ordered by the 1927 Legislature, today 
reported favorably on 125 California park projects out of 325 originally suggested, and made 
public his report at the same time he forwarded a copy to Governor C.C. Young. 
 The report will serve as a guide to expenditure of the $6 million bond issue. Preservation 
of ocean beaches, forests, and other outdoor attractions for public enjoyment was recommend. 
 Among the 125 state park projects….[lots of southern and middle California beaches] 
Freshwater, Stone and Big Lagoons in Humboldt county; completion of Humboldt State 
Redwood Park, Humboldt county; Prairie Creek Park; Del Norte Coast Park, Mill Creek on 
Smith River, Van Duzen River park; long list including desert projects. 
 
DNT (11 Jan. 1929) State Seeks Land Along Highways—Plans for preserving the beautiful 
scenery of the big trees along the entire route of the Redwood highway have been announced by 
the California State Park Commission, which is now taking steps to acquire for the state a strip of 
land 100 feet wide along the highway through the redwood timber area particularly. 
 Additional  plans of the park commission, which department is allied with the state 
highway commission, includes the purchase of numerous park sites along the highway, wherever 
the scenery justifies. A survey of the entire Redwood highway is now in progress for the purpose 
of determining the logical places to make these purchases. The park commission has already 
recommended the Mill Creek grove and the grove which lines the highway after leaving the 
ocean bluff south of town. [more] 
 
HT (27 Jan. 1929) State Park Commission To Consider Finance Plans. Sacramento—The State 
Park Commission will meet here on Monday for the purpose of considering proposals for 
financing projects agreed upon and to take definite steps for the acquisition of land proposed for 
playgrounds. 
 The meeting will be the first since Frederick Law Olmstead, park expert of San 
Bernardino County and Chicago, submitted a survey made with the object of providing the basis 
for a comprehensive system of parks. 
 The problem facing the board on Monday will be to name the parks which will be 
acquired by the state first from a list of 125 sites submitted and approved by Olmstead…. 
 
HT (29 Jan. 1929) Humboldt, Del Norte Tracts Accepted for Park System. San Francisco Jan. 
28—Four tracts of redwood land in Humboldt and Del Norte counties were accepted for the state 
park system at the January meeting of the California State Park Commission here today. 
 The largest grant comprises 140 acres and is known as the Harris Whittemore memorial 
grove. It is located near Redway in Humboldt county and was dedicated to the state by the family 
of the late Harris Whittemore of Naugutuck, Conn. A second tract of redwood land in Humboldt 
county was donated by the Hammond Lumber Company and lies near Myers. The Meese tract, 
also in that county adjoining the Franklin K. Lane grove and comprising five acres was the third 
gift. 
 In Del Norte county, 17 acres on the new State Highway, four miles north of Crescent 
City known as the Webber or Del Norte tract, was also accepted. 
 In voting to accept the properties, the Commission passed a resolution authorizing their 
appraisal so that a like amount of land may be purchased under the conditions of the $6 million 
park bond issue. 
 William Colby, chairman of the Commission, presided. 
 
AU (31 Jan. 1929) Redwood Tracts Accepted….four tracts in Humboldt and Del Norte counties 
accepted by State Park Commission; Whittemore Grove, 140 acres; Hammond, near Myers; 
Meese Tract, adjoining Lane Grove, 5 acres; Webber Tract, 17 acres on highway four miles 
north of Crescent City. 
 
HT (20 March 1929) Connick on Park Commission; Former Humboldter Succeeds Dr. Wilbur. 
Sacramento—Appointment of Arthur E. Connick of Oakland to succeed DR. Ray Lyman Wilbur 
as a member of the State Park Commission was announced by Gov. C.C. Young…. 
 Connick, while a resident of Oakland, has long had his interests in Eureka, and the 
Governor said…he has for many years been prominently interested in the preservation of our 
natural resources,,,, Connick left Eureka to take the post of vice-president of the Bank of Italy in 
the San Francisco bay region with headquarters in Oakland. Prior he had been president of the 
First National Bank of Eureka since 1915. 
 
AU (25 April 1929) State Tract Presented by Members of the Stout Family, Forty-Four Acres on 
Smith River for State Park…. 
 
HT (30 April 1929) San Francisco—The State Park Commission made a primary allotment today 
of $50,000 to be devoted to acquiring a park in the San Jacinto Mountains. A donation of 
approximately $46,000 by the California Federation of Woman’s Clubs to establish a redwood 
grove in Humboldt county along the Redwood Highway was accepted by the Commission. The 
grove is to be named for the donating organization. 
 The Commission announced that the Department of the Interior had ordered withdrawn 
9,730 acres of public lands in Humboldt and Del Norte. These lands are to be investigated by the 
field service of the general land office to determine their recreational value. 
 
HT (10 May 1929) $1,125,000 Gifts for Saving Redwoods; Rockefeller Million Heads List—In 
addition to the gift by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. of $1,000,000 to the Save the Redwoods League 
toward the preservation of the redwoods, that organization has succeeded in preserving as a part 
of the state park system over 900 acres of timber land, representing a value of more than 
$125,000, according to an announcement received from J.D. Grant, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Save the Redwoods League. 
 The Rockefeller gift, first announced last February, will be matched by another million 
dollars from the State Park bond issue. That fund will be of tremendous aid in carrying out the 
plan of the Save the Redwoods League for a giant state redwood park, the costs of which has 
been variously estimated from $4 to $6 million…. 
 The redwood acreage preserved as a part of the state park system since the first of the 
year, through the generosity of a number of the supporters of the Save the Redwoods League, is 
as follows: 
 1. The Nelson Grove, given by Mr. and Mrs. William P. Nelson of Santa Barbara at Fish 
Creek near Franklin K. Lane Grove in southern Humboldt County, 80 acres. 
 2. The Harris Whittemore Grove, near Redway, 140 acres, given by Mrs. Harris 
Whittemore, in memory of husband of Nangutuck, Conn. 
 3. The Frank D. Stout redwood grove, 44 acres, at mouth of Mill Creek, Del Norte, 
donated by Mrs. Stout and other family members in memory of former Del Norte lumberman. 
 4. Through generosity of George C. Knapp of Santa Barbara, 640 acres in Del Norte 
Coast Redwood area.  
 League continues to work toward completion of its program. 
 
HT (16 May 1929) State Park Commission Due in Eureka Saturday….Among the matters which 
probably will be taken up on the trip are the proposed location of the state highway through 
Stephens and Fish Creek groves. 
 
HT (25 May 1929) State Park Commission Members Due Here Tonight—Taking the opportunity 
to visit the Redwood Empire on the occasion of their monthly meeting, three members of the 
California State Park Commission, accompanied by their wives, officers of the parks division 
and several members of the Save the Redwoods League are scheduled to arrive in Eureka this 
evening. Mr. and Mrs. Colby, Mr. and Mrs. Henry O’Melveny, L.A.; Mr. and Mrs. A.E. 
Connick, Oakland; Newton B. Drury, Berkeley; Mrs. Laura Gregory, secretary to Park 
Commission; Col. and Mrs. Charles Wing; Mr. and Mrs. Duncan McDuffie, Berkeley, Save the 
Redwoods;  Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Sperry, Berkeley, Save the Redwoods League; Edward Morris, 
Willits, Redwood Empire Association; Sidney C. Howard, prominent playwright, N.Y….stayed 
at Benbow on way up. 
 
HT (21 May 1929) View Park Sites in Southern Humboldt—Drury and Wing inspecting sites in 
southern Humboldt redwoods after rest of Commission and officials went home. 
 
HT (21 June 1929) Welcome Governor Young; Redwood Empire Visitors; Humboldt Glad Host 
To Caravans—Guests of Humboldt county on their way to the mammoth coast wide highway 
celebration at the Hiouchi bridge, eight miles north of Crescent City tomorrow, hundreds of 
visitors headed by Gov. C.C. Young and other notables, will make Eureka their headquarters this 
afternoon and evening. 
 Southern Humboldt county played host to the visitors last night at a joint dinner at the 
Hotel Benbow under the auspices of the Garberville Chamber of Commerce. From Benbow, 
Hartsook’s and Garberville the entire party will head northward this morning. The combined 
caravan includes Gov. Young and a large party of state officials, members of the Pacific Coast 
Publishers Association on an educational tour of the Redwood Empire under the direction of the 
Redwood Empire Association; a party of San Francisco supervisors and public officials; 
Redwood Empire Association members from all parts of Northern California, city and county 
officials and scores of interested citizens en route to the Hiouchi bridge celebration. 
 At 1o o’clock this morning the entire party will stop at the Solon H. Williams and 
William H. Sage groves south of Weott to participate in the dedication of these groves of 
gigantic redwoods under the auspices of the Save the Redwoods League. 
 In addition to the caravaners en route to the Hiouchi bridge, representatives of the State 
Forestry Division, State Park Commission, Redwood Empire Association and the Save the 
Redwoods League will be in attendance at the dedication of the two groves. 
 The principal speaker at the dedication of the Solon H. Williams Grove will be State 
Forester Pratt, who was associated with Williams at the time the initial unit of the Humboldt 
State Redwood Park was established. 
 Solon H. Williams…served on the State Board of Forestry under Gov. Wm. Stephens. 
Colonel Charles B. Wing, Chief of the division of Parks, will formally accept the William H. 
Sage Grove on behalf of the state. Sage, who died in 1924, is best known for his gifts to Cornell 
and Yale universities. The gift of the Sage Grove was made by members of his family [more]. 
 
HT (21 June 1929) Hiouchi Bridge Eliminates Last Barrier on Highway …between San 
Francisco and Grants Pass. 
 
HT (22 June 1929) Bridge Dedication Today; Completes Redwood Highway [banner headline. 
Governors Young and Patterson To Clasp Hands at Bridge] 
 
HT (23 June 1929) Highway Barrier Broken; Redwood Highway is Now Through Route From 
End to End. Photo of bridge celebration. 
 
AU (27 June 1929) Redwood Grove Dedications—Honoring two men, who rendered 
distinguished service to the State of California, two redwood groves in the names of Solon H 
Williams and William H. Sage were formally dedicated Friday, June 21, in Humboldt Redwood 
Park near Weott. 
 The Solon H. Williams grove was named in recognition of the outstanding work in forest 
conservation to the credit of Williams in California, the principal speaker at the dedication being 
State Forester M.B. Pratt, who was associated with Williams at the time the initial unit of the 
Humboldt State Redwood Park was established, the negotiations being largely carried on by 
Williams. 
 Williams served on the state board of forestry under the administration of Governor Wm. 
D. Stephens and was deputy state forester from 1921 to 1923…. 
 Col. Charles B. Wing, Chief of the division of Parks, formally accepted the William H. 
Sage grove on behalf of the State. Sage who died in 1924, is best known for his gifts to Cornell 
and Yal universities….The gift of the grove was made by members of his family through the 
Sage Land and Improvement Co. of which he was an official for many years. 
 
HT (15 Sept. 1929) Harris Whittemore Memorial Grove To Be Dedicated Saturday—Dedication 
of the Harris Whittemore Memorial Redwood Grove, a new and splendid link in California’s 
chain of state parks, will take place next Saturday afternoon, Sept 21 at the grove located near 
Redway, according to an announcement made by the Save the Redwoods League. 140 acres; gift 
of the widow and children of the late Harris Whittemore, philanthropist and pioneer in 
reforestation work, of Naugatuck, Conn….Brief addresses by Dr. William F. Bade of Berkeley, 
councilor of the Save the Redwoods League, G.S. Arnold and J.D. Grant of San 
Francisco….[more]   
 
AU (19 Sept. 1929) [140 acre tract to be dedicated, Harris Whittemore Memorial Grove near 
Redway.] 
 
HT (20 Sept. 1929) State Park Officials and Drury Visit Here; Landscape Architect Elated Over 
Sites—Paying his first visit to the redwoods of Humboldt and Del Norte counties, H.W. 
Shepherd of Berkeley, landscape architect of the California State Division of Parks and associate 
professor of landscape design at the University of California, arrived in Eureka yesterday and 
expressed himself as elated with the State Park sites and proposed sites in this section.  
 Shepherd was accompanied by Newton B. Drury of Berkeley, secretary of Save the 
Redwoods League. They will be in this section the balance of the week and will attend the 
dedication of the Harris Whittemore Memorial Redwood Grove tomorrow. 
 Work on the establishment of a state wide chain of state parks is going forward steadily, 
Shepherd stated, and announcements regarding new park sites are expected in the near future 
from the State Park Commission. In selecting park sites, the Park Commission is endeavoring to 
reach all sections of the state and to preserve many varied types of scenery and  places where the 
seeker of solitude may find a haven and places where the crowd can go for recreation. [more] 
 
HT (21 Sept. 1929) To Dedicate Redwood Grove Near Redway. 
HT (22 Sept. 1929) New Redwood Grove Added to State Park [long article], 140 acres, at 
junction of South Fork and Redwood Creek. 
  
BLA (28 Sept. 1929) New Redwood Grove Added To State Park—Harris Whittemore Memorial 
Redwood Grove dedicated near Redway, latest unit 140 acres at junction of South Fork and 
Redwood Creek; gift to California from his widow and children. 
 
HT (3 Oct. 1929) 160 Acres Added to State Parks—A deed was signed yesterday by Gilbert 
Sutherland, chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Humboldt County, conveying 160 acres of 
land on Prairie Creek to the State for park purposes, provided the State Park Commission will 
commit itself to establishing a park on the land and provide for the acquisition of other lands 
equal in value for park purposes, matching dollar for dollar of the county’s money with money 
from the bond issue…. 
 The land is known as the Roberts land, NW qt sec 26, 12N1E, less a strip 100 feet wide 
deed by Albert D. Roberts to Southern Pacific Company. It cost the County $40,000. 
 
HT (13 Oct. 1929) Valuable Addition to Park System—The State Park Commission has passed a 
resolution of intention to purchase the tract of land at Patrick’s Point north of Trinidad consisting 
of 365 acres as a permanent addition to the State Park system. This tract has a mile and a quarter 
of ocean beach and extends along the highway for more than three-quarters of a mile. 
 Much of this land is more or less open country. It formerly consisted of different ranches 
and considerable of the land has been under cultivation. It is thus particularly available for picnic 
and for parties desiring to spend the day in the open. It has a number of small streams and several 
springs which add to its availability for park purposes, for camping spots and picnic 
grounds….While the act of purchase is not yet completed, the price on the tract has been agreed 
upon…. 
 
AU (17 Oct. 1929) State to Buy Play Ground; Park Commission Passes Resolution to Buy 358 
Acres at Patrick’s Point, Open Land, Groves of Trees, Smooth Beaches and Rocky Bluffs, Ideal 
for Outings--….Some time ago the supervisors purchased a splendid 160-acre tract of redwoods 
lying along Redwood highway north of Prairie Creek, also known as the Roberts tract. This 
claim…was being held with the understanding that it was to be turned over to the State Park 
Commission when they had acquired a playground in the county and purchased it for the use of 
the people, matching dollar for dollar with the timber purchase….owners Messrs J.P. and W.H. 
Bauden, 103 acres, their sister Mrs. Elizabeth Marsh, 125 acres; J.F. Fitzwater, 40 acres; Henry 
Knowles, 60 acres; Mrs. Lilly Marsh, 30 acres. 
 
HT (23 Oct. 1929) Stock Market Crash 
 
HT (1 Dec. 1929) State Park Acreage Shown Big Increase. Washington—Thousands of acres of 
winding streams, cool waterfalls and deep woods have been added by 15 states to their park 
domain in the last year and a half….California has added three new parks and enlarged two 
others. All five bear stands of giant redwoods which have diameters of from ten to twenty feet or 
larger and grow to be 300 feet tall… 
 
HT (5 Dec. 1929) 440 Acres Added to Park System in Humboldt. Sacramento, Dec. 4—440 
acres in sections 7 and 18 2S3E, from Miles Standish, for $4,400. Lies east of highway about 
three miles south of Weott just opposite the park forest ranger’s station; adjoins park land 
already belonging to State, near Felton Grove; land only partly logged. 
 HT (6 Dec. 1929) History of Redwood Empire Association Related at Forum Meeting. 
 
HT (10 Dec. 1929) State Starts Action to Gain New Park Here—The State Park Commission 
directed that three suits in eminent domain be filed in the Superior Court of Humboldt County to 
condemn certain tracts of land adjoining the Redwood Highway for park purposes, 3 acres, 18.88 
acres and 20 acres. 
 
HT (9 Feb. 1930) State Buys 400-Acre Park; Patrick’s Point—The deal for the purchase of the 
tract of park land at Patrick’s Point has been consummated, and yesterday it was stated that the 
banks here had paid over the money to practically all of the owners of the land, thus completing 
the transaction. 
 Humboldt County, by this acquisition, secured the very first state park by direct purchase 
by the park commissioners. The splendid tract at Patrick’s Point consists of 400 acres and was 
the first park decided upon by the commission after the money voted by the people became 
available. [more] 
 
HT (9 Feb. 1930) 3000 Acre Redwood Park Is Acquired in Del Norte—Giant redwoods and 
spectacular seacoast scenery are uniquely combined in the splendid new Del Norte State Park, 
nearly 3000 acres in extent and costing more than $400,000 now preserved for the people of 
California and the nation by the Save the Redwoods League and the California State Park 
Commission. 
 This important accomplishment has just been made public by J.C. Sperry, councilor of 
the Save the Redwoods League and chairman of the committee having charge of this project of 
the league through private contributions matched with funds from the state park bond issue, this 
area in Del Norte County has been acquired as a part of the California State Park System. 
 Those who have traveled California’s Redwood Highway where it winds above the 
Pacific Ocean, south of Crescent City will remember the stand of giant redwoods, long 
considered one of the major attractions of the Redwood Empire. Its beauty is enhanced by the 
fact that in addition to the five miles of highway through the forests, the project includes more 
than seven miles of ocean frontage, the highway at times taking its course close to 1,000 feet 
above the seacoast, with many thrilling vistas of the Pacific. This is considered one of the most 
spectacular drives in the world. 
 Officials of the State Park Commission and the Save the Redwoods League are 
congratulating themselves upon the fact that here is one of California’s outstanding scenic areas 
which through its status as a State Park, will forever be protected from defacement. No trees or 
undergrowth are to be destroyed; no unworthy construction or development; no “hot dog stands” 
or billboards to mar the landscape picture. The beauty and tranquility of the redwood forest, the 
matchless vistas of the Pacific will in this area be kept unspoiled for all time. Not the least 
important feature of this park is the glorious display of rhododendrons and other wild flowers 
which in late May and June are at their finest. 
 The plan of preserving this Del Norte Coast Park, in its present confines, had its nucleus 
in the Grave Grove, 289 acres, presented to the league in 1925 by George F. Schwartz of New 
York in honor of Colonel Henry Solon Graves, Dean of Yale School of Forestry…. 
 The State Park Commission is making progress toward the completion of the great Bull 
Creek-Dyerville redwood project, as a part of which there will be established the California 
Federation of Women’s Clubs Grove, toward which the woman raised $46,565 to be matched 
with an equal amount from the State Park bond issue. 
 The Del Norte Coast Park is one of the projects recommended by F.L. Olmstead, the 
nationally-known landscape architect. [listed park attributes, much more] 
 
AU (13 Feb. 1930) Patrick’s Point State Park; First State Park by Direct Purchase by Park 
Commission— 
 
AU (13 Feb. 1930) 3,000 Acres in Del Norte State Park—Giant redwoods and spectacular 
seacoast scenery are uniquely combined in the splendid new Del Norte Coast State Park, nearly 
3,000 acres in extent and costing more than $400,000 now preserved for the people of California 
and the nation by the Save the Redwoods League and the California State Park Commission. 
[long article] 
 
HT (19 Feb. 1930) Here to complete final details preparatory to the opening of the 400 acre State 
Park at Patrick’s Point and a tract of coast redwood territory in Del Norte county, New ton B. 
Drury of Berkeley, Secretary of Save the Redwoods League, arrived in Eureka yesterday and 
registered at the Eureka Inn. Colonel Charles B. Wing, Chief of the State Division of Parks, is 
expected to join Drury and to visit the park sites with him…. 
 
HT (8 May 1930) Crescent City, Emerson Knight, representative of the Save the Redwoods 
League, was here today from San Francisco making arrangements for dedication of the Frank 
Deming Stout memorial grove at the junction of Mill Creek and Smith River near Douglas Park 
about 10 miles from here on the Old Grants Pass road. 
 
AU (5 March 1931) Two Redwood Groves to be State Parks, Sacramento, Feb. 28—Purchase of 
three additional projects for California’s state park system at a cost of $2,294,000 was authorized 
by state park finance board. One mile of beach land at Santa Monica…. 
 Two groves of redwood trees totaling 2,830 acres in Humboldt county, one is situated at 
Canoe Creek, on South Fork Eel River and the other comprises the Metropolitan Lumber 
Company holdings on Bull Creek…. 
 The Canoe Creek tract contains 1,600 acres….This tract will be known as the Garden 
Club of American Redwood Grove, half of its purchase price, $75,000, having been donated by 
members of the Garden Club of America. 
 The Metropolitan tract includes 320 acres and is located four miles west of Dyerville. 
This tract contains the famous “Big Tree” of the Bull Creek district, the “Flat Iron Tree” and an 
exceptionally fine grove of redwoods, all situated in one of the most beautiful spots of the 
county. The purchase price was $111,000….The State is also acquiring a redwood forest at 
Jordan Creek through the assistance of Save the Redwoods League. The California Federation of 
Women’s Clubs has raised $40,000 toward the contemplated purchase of the tract.  
 
AU (5 March 1931) Gills Ranch of 763 Acres Purchased; Valuable Property at Stone Lagoon 
and Dry Lagoon Acquired by State; Fine Agate Beach and Stretch of Lagoon Shore—Another 
tract of beautiful beach lands has been added to the state park system in Humboldt county. The 
transcript of the records of the recorder’s office at Eureka shows a transfer of a strip for the 
highway in sections 30 and 31 in 10N1E by Amy Ethel Gillis to the State of California, also the 
transfer of 553.64 acres by Gillis and Walter Gillis, her husband, to Save the Redwoods League 
in sections 19, 20, 21, 10N1E and 210 acres in sections 30 and 31, 10N1E. 
 An examination of the map shows these lands to lie on the east of the Pacific Ocean 
between Big Lagoon, northward to Stone Lagoon, a distance of about two and a half miles, a 
water front on the ocean, and touching each of the lagoons. This tract consists of a very beautiful 
section of the coast line and the land lying back of it, and is unsurpassed for par purposes. The 
state park board is to be commended in the selection of this tract, and the people of the county 
are to be congratulated on having this tract received as a part of the state’s play ground system 
within our county. 
 Included in the tract are what is known as the old John Plitche and Crogan ranches, 
taking in what is known as Dry Lagoon. The ocean beach at Dry Lagoon is a favorite spot for 
picknickers, and one of the best agate beaches along the entire Humboldt coast is to be found 
here. 
 When roads are built from the highway making the 763 acres tract available to picnickers 
and campers, the new park will serve to be a most popular public play ground. A fine stretch of 
beach on Stone Lagoon will be thrown open for public use, the line touching the south shore 
about opposite the Red Hen resort and running west towards the ocean beach. All the high land 
between Stone Lagoon and Dry Lagoon is included in the new park with the exception of the 
small ranch known as the Skirk place near the ocean beach. 
 Some time ago, a comprehensive movement was started by the California Highway 
Commission and Park Commission to acquire large portions of the [illegible] seacoast for public 
recreation purposes and the ultimate plan included the acquisition of Big Lagoon, Stone Lagoon 
and Freshwater Lagoon with adjacent lands and ocean frontage. The first step in this ambitious 
program was made when the park at Patrick’s Point was purchased, this including aboaut a mile 
of rugged seacoast and beautiful stretches of open land, groves, etc. This purchase included 
several small ranches in that vicinity and already a number of buildings have been torn down and 
removed. 
 When the two properties already acquired at Patrick’s Point available to the public, it is 
expected that visitors will be attracted from all parts of the [country] by the exceptional 
recreational advantages afforded. 
 
 
 
HB (6 March 1931) Bull Creek Flat To Be Added To State Parks—The State Park Finance 
Board authorized the purchase of $1,147,000 worth of property to be added to the state parks, 
3,880 acres of Redwood forest…will be purchased through the sale of bonds [list of properties in 
state] including Bull Creek-Dyerville region. 
 
AU (7 May 1931) Patrick’s Point Park Is Open—Col. Charles B. Wing, Chief of the Division of 
Parks with headquarters at San Francisco, accompanied by J.W. Porter of Sacramento, 
Superintendent of Construction in the same department, were visitors to Arcata on 
Wednesday…. 
 The two officials were on their way to the recently-acquired Patrick’s Point park of 
several hundred acres, and their mission on Wednesday was to lay plans for building a water 
system for the use of campers and picnickers. Considerable work has already been done on the 
park, such as removing dwelling houses and other buildings which stood on several small 
ranches, widening the entrance road, erecting seats and picnic tables, etc. For several months 
past, a park keep, Viggo Anderson, has been on duty daily at the new park and camping and 
picnic parties are beginning to make more extended use of the new place. Signs will soon be 
erected showing how to reach the picnic and camping grounds, and another improvement 
contemplated is the building of a wider road through the middle of the property, connecting with 
the Redwood Highway and this the highway commission has promised to do. 
 Col. Wing wished the Union to make public the fact that the Patrick’s Point park is now 
open to the public and also the sand beach at Dry Lagoon on the former Walter Gillis ranch of 
several hundred acres which was recently acquired by the park commission. 
 This beach is rich in agates and promises to become a favorite camping and picnicking 
place. There is a good road leading from the Redwood Highway and plenty of parking space for 
cars. 
 
AU (25 June 1931) Giant Redwoods of Bull Creek and Dyerville Flats of Ten Thousand Acres 
Now Assured of Preservation; State Park Commission Completes Deal with Pacific Lumber 
Company; Biggest in History of Commission; New Acquisition Will Reach 13,000 Acres [long 
article] 
 
BLA (27 June 1931) Redwood Park In County Is Purchased; 10,000 Acres Acquires from Pacific 
Lumber Col; Saves Fine Bull Creek Redwoods—The renowned Bull Creek and Dyerville 
forests, acclaimed by world travelers the supreme development of California’s great Redwoods 
and considered of the same national importance as Yosemite, Grand Canyon, and other unique 
natural wonders, are assured of preservation as a part of California’s State Park System. [more] 
 
HB (10 July 1931) Constituting one of the most important acquisitions to date, 2,273 acres of 
redwood timber in the famous Canoe Creek Basin were added to the California State Park in this 
district….acreage purchased from Sage Land and Improvement Co. along the lower and 
including the greater portion of the basin lying on the west side of the South Fork Eel River. 
 
BLA (29 Aug. 1931) Dedication at Dyerville Sept. 13; Magnificent Redwood Park To Be 
Formally Opened With Ceremonies; Big Attendance Expected— 
 
BLA (12 Sept. 1931) Dedication at Dyerville Tomorrow; The World’s Tallest Tree Will be 
Names in Honor of Men Who Have Worked To Save The Redwoods—The tallest known 
standing tree, one of the largest trees that ever grew, and one of the most magnificent forests that 
it has been the pleasure of man to contemplate, will dedicated with appropriate ceremony at the 
Bull Creek Flat Sunday morning. Addresses by Chairman Wm. E. Colby of the California State 
Park Commission, Dr. John C. Merriam and Joseph D. Grant, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and Vice-President of Save the Redwoods League. 
 In the afternoon, the world’s tallest tree will be named in honor of the three founders of 
the Save the Redwoods League, Dr. John C. Merriam, President of the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, D.C. and President of the League; Dr. Henry Fairfield Osborn, President of the 
American Museum of Natural History in New York; and Madison Grant of New York. This 
wonderful redwood is in the Dyerville Flat forest and is 364 feet in height. [more] 
 
HB (18 Sept. 1931) Dedication of Bull Creek as Park, 10,000 acre Bull Creek-Dyerville 
Redwood forest. 
 
BLA (19 Sept. 1931) Another Redwood Grove Added To The Dyerville Parks—Announcement 
of still another Redwood grove gift to the State—that of two prominent Humboldt County 
residents, Miss Eleanor Dungan and Dr. G.A. Dungan of Eureka in honor of their pioneer 
parents, Garland A. and Mary L. Dungan, was made during the dedication of the great new Bull 
Creek-Dyerville forest as part of the State park system, Sunday, held in the main Bull Creek Flat. 
Through the generosity of the Dungans, it has been possible for the State Park Commission and 
the Save the Redwoods League to preserve a beautiful stand of giant redwoods, comprising 
approximately 70 acres in a portion of the South Dyerville Flat across the river from the famous 
Bull Creek flat. The grove is located on the Redwood Highway and the South Fork Eel River, 
about a mile south of the Dyerville bridge, with the highway running through it for half a mile. It 
contains some of the largest of the redwoods, among them, two near the highway, each of which 
is close to 17 feet in diameter…. 
 
BLA (7 Nov. 1931) Large Park for Prairie Creek Region; Title To Land Given to Save the 
Redwoods League, 2,280 acres in tract…. [more] 
 
BLA (12 March 1932) Prairie Creek Redwoods In State Park [more] 
 
HT (14 July 1932) State Park Head Here on Inspection—Colonel Charles B. Wing, Chief of the 
Division of State Parks, Department of Natural Resources, arrived here yesterday from 
Sacramento for an inspection of parks in this county and to investigate complaints relative to the 
closing of certain camping areas in southern Humboldt. He is being escorted about the parks by 
Enoch P. French, District Superintendent of State Parks in this area. 
 Protection of the health of the traveling public and avoidance of competition with private 
enterprise are the two outstanding policies of the division with respect to camping regulations, 
Col. Wing said. He made special reference to Week End Camp against the closing of which 
some complaints have been made. 
 The State Park System, Col Wing said, owns the property along both sides of the 
Redwood Highway for about 15 miles in the southern part of the county, between Franklin K. 
Lane Grove and Dyerville with the exception of the towns of Miranda, Myers and Weott. The 
plan has been to consider these three communities as village centers to serve the commercial 
needs of the park areas. The Park Commission is interested in developing these communities 
along a line of architecture that fits the general background comprised by the parks. 
 In locating the public camp sites, Col Wing said the division has sought to select those 
sites which seem best fitted for the purpose. The camps now open to the public include Stevens 
Grove near Miranda, Williams Grove near Myers, and North Dyerville Flat near Dyerville. All 
are easily accessible to villages. Establishment of these areas for camping tends, he said, to 
increase the value of the property in the village centers and acts to eliminate useless competition 
that would result were the entire district thrown open, or if operators were allowed to set up 
business establishments anywhere they wished. 
 Col. Wing said the division had frequently been asked to set up gasoline stations in the 
park areas, but it has refused because it did not want to compete with private camping resorts. 
With reference to the merits of the various camp sites, he said he thinks Williams Grove is the 
best along the stretch with reference to Week End Camp, the division chief said it is not a 
desirable site due to the proximity of the highway with cars creating a disturbance day and night. 
Many people using the highway do not like to see washing and bedding exposed to view at all 
times. 
 With reference to charges for camping, it was explained that the charge is small and the 
camps charged for are sanitary and more suited to use. Also, the charge helps keep up the cost of 
maintenance. He said it costs about $1200 a year to operate a camp of 50 units, including 
caretaker and equipment. The present charge does not nearly take care of the overhead. Col. 
Wing said there is no reason why local residents should support a camp ground for use by 
persons from other parts of the state. On the whole, the park policy has met with approval over 
the state, Col. Wing said, adding that complaints and suggestions presented in proper form are 
always welcome. 
 
HB (15 July 1932) Garberville. Seek Re-Opening of State Parks for Free Camping—Elmer 
Wilson, president of the Garberville Chamber of Commerce, Rev. Harold Morehouse and E.R. 
Freeman, lessee of the State Park at Richardson’s Grove, motored to Fortuna Thursday evening 
where they attended the meeting of the representatives of Humboldt County Chamber of 
Commerce officials of the Redwood Empire Association and business men of the county. The 
gentleman all spoke in favor of a petition to the State Park Commission requesting them to throw 
open for the rest of the tourist season to the use of the public all the State Parks in this county 
including Bull Creek and Dyerville Groves, Weekend Camp, Lane’s Grove and the camp known 
as Watering Trough. 
 Business men and camp ground lessees have felt that State Parks closed to camping and 
high camping rates charged in those in which camping is permissible is causing many would-be 
campers to shorten their stay in the county, whereas if conditions were not prohibitive, more of 
the tourists would stop over and more money consequently be left in the county.  
 
HB (15 July 1932) Garberville. Seek Re-opening of State Parks for Free Camping—Elmer 
Wilson, president of the Garberville Chamber of Commerce, Rev. Harold Morehouse and E.R. 
Freeman, lessee of the State Park at Richardson’s Grove, motored to Fortuna Thursday evening 
where they attended the meeting of the representatives of Humboldt County Chamber of 
Commercial officials of the Redwood Empire Association and business men of the county. The 
gentlemen all spoke in favor of a petition to the State Park Commission requesting them to throw 
open for the rest of the tourist season to the use of the public all the State Parks in this county 
including Bull Creek and Dyerville Groves, Weekend Camp, Lane’s grove and the camp known 
as Watering Trough. 
 Businessmen and camp ground lessees have felt that State Parks closed to camping and 
high camping rates charged in those in which camping is permissible, is causing many would-be 
campers to shorten their stay in the county, whereas if conditions were not prohibitive, more of 
the tourists would stop over and more money consequently be left in the county. 
 
HT (3 Aug. 1932) Garberville—Mr. and Mrs. Newton Drury and family who have been 
spending the summer at the Benbow subdivision, returned to their home in Berkeley. 
 
HT (7 Aug. 1932) Free Parks Sought by Civic Bodies—At the meeting of the committee from 
various civic bodies of Humboldt County, it was decided to endeavor to secure a meeting of the 
State Park Commission in this county for the purpose of impressing upon them the necessity of 
some free camping sots in the redwood park system in this county. 
 It was brought out that at least two free parks will be asked for from the Commission and 
a new schedule of prices to be charged to campers and tourists be put into force. 
 A three-point resolution was adopted asking the Commission to open up two camps to 
free camping, namely at Franklin K. Lane Grove and Week End Camp; to revise the present 
arrangement for camp sites where charges are made, as it is felt that more suitable locations for 
camps could be found; and that the price schedule charged for camping be revised downward in 
the interest of attracting larger number of tourists who have their camping equipment with 
them…. 
 Among those in attendance were Paul Mudgett, L.L. Bryan, B.F. Morgan and Otto 
Harbers of Fortuna; Irwin T. Quinn of Eureka; David Wood, Arcata; J.E. Wilson, Garberville; 
and Richard Fleisher, Scotia. 
 
HB (12 Aug. 1932) Seeks New Policy for State Parks—A new policy for the Humboldt State 
Redwood Parks stressing the institution of at least two free camps, revision of present camping 
sites and a revised schedule of prices in pay camps is the objective desired by a group of 
Chamber of Commerce representatives who met here Thursday night for the purpose of 
thoroughly discussing the subject. 
 L.L. Bryan, president of the local Chamber of Commerce presided and announced that 
the meeting was for the purpose of determining upon a definite plan of action to secure a change 
in present park policies which have been entirely unsatisfactory during the present season. 
Camping in the State parks is now restricted to four camps, Dyerville Flat, Lane’s Grove, 
Williams Grove and Richardson’s Grove. Campers are required to pay a fee ranging from 25 
cents per night to a weekly and monthly charge. 
 Bryan stated that he had received acknowledgements from the Secretary of the Governor 
and from the Secretary of the State Park Commission informing him that resolutions passed at a 
recent meeting had been received at both these offices, but they apparently ended there. 
 The resolutions were adopted at a meeting held by the associations of chambers of 
commerce at Fortuna several weeks ago in which the State Commission was urged to throw open 
all the parks for camping during the remainder of the present season. It was also pointed out that 
though it was too late to aid the camping situation for this year, it is now the time to attempt 
changes for next season. The absence of any free camping privileges and the location and price 
schedule of the pay camps now operated by the State were the general cause for the 
dissatisfaction expressed by all the representatives at the session. [group passed another 
resolution for free camps at Franklin K. Lane and Week End Camp; asked to meet with State 
Park Commission] 
 
HT (14 Aug. 1932) Garberville Chamber Meets on Camp Sites—The members of the 
Garberville Chamber of Commerce and those who met with them Friday night evidently did not 
share the views of those who met at the Fortuna chamber a few days before as to the methods to 
employ in reference to the policies of the State Park Commission concerning camping in the 
State’s Redwood Parks…. 
 At the meeting of the Garberville Chamber Friday night, it was decided to table the 
proposed resolutions on the ground that any action taken at this time would be unwise. It was felt 
that information presented at that meeting was such that no drastic action should be taken.  
[more] 
 
HT (19 Aug. 1932) Garberville [meeting of Garberville Chamber of Commerce; resolution 
considered from previous committee meeting; Arthur Connick was present at Chamber of 
Commerce meeting; he spoke about State Park Commission of which he was once a member] 
 Mr. Connick…went into detail as to the conditions which brought about the inauguration 
of the Park Commission, explaining that the Save the Redwoods League was handicapped in 
acquiring some of the vast tracts until the Park Commission was brought into existence and he 
particularly dwelt upon the spirit prevailing among the members of the Commission to provide 
for the public facilities even in excess of the latter’s anticipation. 
 After hearing Mr. Connick, it was the unanimous opinion that the adoption of the 
resolution should be tabled and a more amicable means of ironing out our difficulties with the 
Commission substituted [more] 
 
HT (20 Aug. 1932) Preserve Best Redwood Groves Plan of League; State President of League on 
Visit Here-- 
 
HB (2 Sept. 1932) Merriam Talks of State Parks—While sojourning at Hotel Benbow, Dr. John 
C. Merriam, President of Save the Redwoods League and Carnegie Institution in Washington, 
D.C., was visited by President Elmer Wilson, Honorary Director Edward Wagner and Secretary 
of the Garberville Chamber of Commerce. 
 ,,,,he unhesitatingly stated that the Redwoods are the greatest attraction in the world and 
to listen to him relate how a trip some years ago along the route of the present Redwood 
Highway gave birth to the idea of preserving for mankind the majestic trees that would border 
the highway is but to feel that he is inspired and as a result, we have the accomplishment of the 
Save the Redwoods League in this great work. 
 At first only small tracts were secured and it was found those who came to enjoy the 
beauty of the landscape unknowingly encroached upon private property in camping, which 
demonstrated that there were those who would drive along the highway and enjoy the grandeur 
of the forest and still others would want to linger to add the pleasure of a few days spent within 
the shadow of the giant redwoods. It is the latter class which has brought some of the most 
difficult problems, such as the providing of suitable camping places that would not be 
detrimental to the existence of the trees; the providing of adequate sanitary conditions and when 
we know something of the various problems confronting the Park Commission, it behooves us to 
withhold criticism until we are conversant with plans, the wonderfully-progressive men who 
compose the Save the Redwoods League and Park Commission have formulated for the 
preservation of these magnificent trees. 
 There are many phases in connection with the acquiring of the vast tracts of Redwoods 
unfamiliar to the general public and a knowledge of these conditions would in many cases 
suffice to change undue criticism into profound praise. Much of the money used in the purchase 
of these redwood groves is obtained through donations from philanthropic persons residing 
beyond the confines of California, and often the deeds contain stipulations that camping must be 
prohibited within the tracts and these covenants should be religiously adhered to in order to keep 
faith with those who have made possible the preserving of these monarchs of the forest for all 
time. Then, too, some of the groves are provided as living monuments to dear departed, and it 
would be sacrilege to even think of permitting pleasure seeking tourists to camp within the 
confines of these memorials. 
 However, it is the plan and intention of the Park Commission to provide suitable camping 
places within and adjacent to most of the tracts and they are endeavoring to do this even in the 
face of a rapidly-decreasing budget which has made it absolutely necessary to curtail these 
operations for the present season. There is no doubt, when conditions have returned to normal, 
camping facilities exceeding our greatest expectations will be arranged. 
 In speaking of trees, Dr. Merriam stated that all trees are beautiful and that he could not 
refrain from mentioning how the trees of Washington (his home city) add to the charm and 
beauty of the national capital [more]. 
 
HT (27 Sept. 1932) Club Woman To Build Memorial In Redwoods—Work on a redwood 
memorial building which will have its location in the beautiful grove purchased by the California 
Federation of Woman’s Clubs, was begun yesterday near Weott on the banks of Eel river.  
 The structure, which was designed by Julia Morgan, noted California architect, will 
consist of a mammoth stone chimney with four broad deep fireplaces, built under a roof of 
redwood bark supported by redwood columns. Stone benches will be placed by the side of the 
chimney, these to be built of native stone quarried in southern Humboldt near Garberville. The 
entire structure will be 20 feet square at the base. [more description] C.H. Lovell of Berkeley is 
supervising the architecture of the work. He has been associated with Miss Morgan on numerous 
projects….Miss Morgan has become famous for her designs among which are buildings at 
Asilomar and the beautiful castle on the Hearst estate at San Simeon.  
 
BLA (31 Dec. 1932) Largest Park Trees Listed by Director—The tallest tree on state lands in 
California is in North Dyerville Flat, a state park in Humboldt county. It has grown 364 feet 
toward the sky. The largest tree around the base is three-quarters of a mile north of Elk Grove 
Camp on Prairie Creek, 90 feet in circumference on the ground, 200 feet high…. 
 
BLA (29 April 1933) Women’s Clubs to Dedicate State Grove—Tomorrow April 30, the 
beautiful Redwood Memorial grove in the Dyerville section will be dedicated by the California 
Federation of Women’s Clubs at simple but impressive services with Madame Grace Henkel in 
charge of the music. The grove has been presented to the state by the federation and in addition, 
they will present a beautiful outdoor fireplace, designed by Julia Morgan, noted architect of 
California…. 
 The grove, which is one of the finest in northern California, has been acquired as a result 
of a movement inaugurated some ten years ago. Picturesquely,  in keeping with the rustic 
surroundings is the beautiful memorial of four outdoor fireplaces built of native stone and roofed 
with the bark of the redwoods. A huge stone chimney rises from the center and the four broad, 
deep fireplaces are built into the base. Radiating diagonally from each corner of the chimney are 
four stone benches and at the end of each bench is a redwood column which forms the support of 
the bark roof. A few hundred steps away the river glides smoothly by. The place will form not 
only a memorial to the California Federation of Women’s Clubs, but will offer a charming retreat 
for picknickers and wayfarers who wish to loiter and enjoy the warmth and hospitality of the 
structure…. 
 
BLA (8 July 1933) Camping Facilities in Redwood Groves Are Greatly Increased—With the 
completion of a new camp at Upper Bull Creek Flat in southern Humboldt county, five camping 
grounds are now available for visitors to the Humboldt State Redwood Park….The new camp 
has facilities for 50 camps. 
 The five camps now located in the state park are Richardson Grove, eight miles south of 
Garberville, 200 camps; Stephens Grove, just north of Miranda, 50 camps; Williams Grove just 
north of Myers, 50 camps; North Dyerville Flat, 45 miles south of Eureka, 50 camps; Upper Bull 
Creek, 50 camps. 
 Small fees, based on a daily, weekly and monthly scale, are charged to visitors desiring to 
use the camp facilities. For the convenience of visitors, large posters have been placed at various 
palces about the park area, outlining the policy of the park service. The policy is stated as 
follows: 
 “This property belongs to the people of the state of California. It was acquired because it 
is an area of outstanding beauty and interest. Your cooperation is asked in preserving it in as 
perfect condition as possible not only for its present value but for the education and inspiration of 
future generations. 
 “To this end and to comply with the sanitary regulations of the state, it is necessary that 
camping in the redwood groves be limited to those areas set aside for that purpose which have 
been properly equipped for camping with sanitary conveniences, water supply, fire protection 
and provision for keeping camp grounds clean. Such restriction is in accordance with the 
requirements of the California state board of health.”  
 
HT (8 Aug. 1933) Dr. Merriam Visits Trees of Humboldt—[on way to Crater Lake to join group 
of geologists to tour eastern Oregon] 
 “As I stood in the Bull Creek flats today,” Dr. Merriam said, “I questioned whether there 
was anything in the world the equal of those giants, towering into the sky as though a scepter of 
the great Creator. You, here in Humboldt, have one of the greatest assets in the world in your 
redwoods, an asset which lovers of nature the world over admire. 
 “The great question of the redwoods,” the noted naturalist continued, “is how to use them 
and yet, how to protect them. They are very readily destroyed, yet cannot be replaced for 
centuries.” 
 …. Through its intervention and financial aid several of the finest groves in the area have 
been purchased for incorporation into the State Park System. Dr. Merriam paid high praise to the 
work of Newton Drury, Californian, who is Secretary of the League. 
  
HT (15 Sept. 1933) Save The Redwoods League To Aid South Fork in School Difficulties—The 
Save The Redwoods League has given taxpayers of the South Fork Union High School district 
definite assurance that it will support and seek the earliest possible aid from the State 
Department of Education for the district which has lost a large portion of its assessable property 
through purchase of redwood groves by the State for park purposes. 
 Newton B. Drury, Secretary of the League, conferred in San Francisco Tuesday of this 
week with Ed C. Wagner, Garberville leather manufacturer and extensive property holder in the 
district, relative to measures providing definite relief. 
 Drury said that he had taken the matter up directly with V. Kelsey, State Director of 
Education, and with legislators from this district with the hope that definite action can be taken 
between now and the next session of the legislature. 
 The Save The Redwoods League, Drury said, was cognizant of the grave condition of the 
South Fork district and would stand by the district in its fight. Dr. John Merriam, Prescient of the 
League, has met with the school directors and has followed up the plans outlined with them. 
 
HS (5 Jan. 1935) Park Chiefs Hold Meet—Park problems of the local state park areas were 
discussed yesterday at a meeting of state and local officials of the State Division of Parks held at 
Dyerville. The session was called by James A. Snook, San Francisco, Chief of the division of 
State Parks. [also present was Newton B. Drury, Secretary of Save the Redwoods League] 
 Local officers attending were: E.P. French, District Superintendent; Lee Y. Turner, 
Custodian of Prairie Creek Park; Viggo Anderson, Custodian of Patrick’s Point park; Jack 
Fleckenstein, Assistant Warden at the Dyerville campground; G.E. Thompson, Warden at 
Williams Grove; S.M. Weitzel, Custodian of Stephen’s Grove; E.J. McLaughlin, Assistant 
Warden at Richardson Grove; and C.M. Taylor, General Custodian…. 
 
HS (2 April 1935) John R. Breen Gets Park Post. Crescent City—[former sheriff of Del Norte 
County appointed Custodian of Patrick’s Point Park] 
 
HS (19 April 1935) State Park Unit Plans for Influx, San Francisco—The State Park 
Commission, representing the Division of Park, Dept. of Natural Resources, met recently and 
made plans whereby scores of thousands of Californias will be able to enjoy their vacation 
season this year with greater facilities and less expense than ever before. [more] 
 
 
 
RR (23 May 1935) Thousands Expected in Garberville to Celebrate Opening of This 
Section…On Sunday June 9 the completion of the Garberville unit of the Redwood Highway 
will be officially opened and celebrated here in a big way. The affair is sponsored by the 
Redwood Empire Association and the Garberville Chamber of Commerce [big to-do, several 
articles in next issues] 
 
HS (6 June 1935) State Park Chief Here—James Snook, Chief of the State division of Parks, and 
E.P. French, Superintendent of the Humboldt-Del Norte Parks in the Redwood area, stopped in 
Eureka en route to Del Norte county…. 
 
HS (21 June 1935) State Forest Rangers Hold Conference—A co-operative meeting of 
representatives of the following state and national agencies met at the headquarters of the State 
Forest Ranger at Dyerville Tuesday and enjoyed a talkfest and foodfest at the North Dyerville 
Campground. 
 The following personnel were present: State Forest Rangers—J.P. Hall, George Brown, 
Lee Ball, C.E. Lindley, Frank Chace, Charles Kenny; Trinity National Forest—Wes Hotelling 
and Frank Delaney; State Fish and Game Patrol—William Harp, Scott Feland, Earl Caldwell and 
Ed Johnson; Division of State Parks—Enoch P. French, Superintendent Northern District, Jack, 
Fleckenstein, Glen Thompson, E.J. McLaughlin, Frank Bishop; Burlington Camp SP-2, CCC—
T.G. Meter, Inspector and Frank C. Heath, Superintendent. 
 After an outdoor lunch spread in the beautiful setting of the Dyerville Redwoods, ways 
and means were discussed of greater co-operation between the personnel of the above agencies. 
The state park wardens and custodians are now also game wardens, duly sworn, thus giving the 
fish and game patrol greater scope and likewise the wardens of the fish and game patrol will lend 
every effort to prevent, report or arrest any person starting a fire, thereby assisting the state and 
national foresters…. 
 
HS (22 June 1935) “The Big Tree Breeze” IV:8—Thirty Companies To Aid in Park Projects—
Under the Emergency Conservation Work expansion program, doubling the Civilian 
Conservation Corps to 600,000 boys and war veterans, will make it possible to assign 30 CCC 
companies to state and county park projects in California. 
 Of these, 10 are regular companies which continued into the 5th six months work period 
beginning April , 1935 and 20 are expansion companies which will go on to their projects during 
late summer. 
 The regular companies now at work are located at Burlington, Humboldt State Park near 
Dyerville; Prairie Creek Park near Orick; California Redwood Park at Boulder Creek in Santa 
Cruz county [much more] Expansion companies….Steven’s Grove, Humboldt Redwood Park at 
Weott in Humboldt county. 
 These companies are some of the 481 CCC units which extension and expansion of the 
conservation work program have placed in three million acres of state and county parks in 42 
states. The work is supervised by the State Park Division of the National Park Service, Dept. of 
the Interior, Conrad L. Wirth, Assistant Director, in charge. 
 This division cooperates with Robert Fechner, Director of ECW, and the park 
conservation and recreation authorities of the states. All work is personally supervised by 
National Park Service project superintendents and foremen, educated and experienced in 
architecture, landscape architecture, engineering, recreational planning, conservation and the 
protection of wildlife. 
 “Development of a state or county park in this program,” explained Assistant Director 
Wirth,” called for hiking and bridle trails and bridges, picnic areas, parking spaces, outdoor 
fireplaces, shelters, lookout towers, log cabin communities, a recreational lodge and concession 
buildings, places for swimming, boating and controlled fishing, and water and waste disposal 
systems. 
 “Fundamental conservation of timber, land and wildlife of every variety is strictly 
observed throughout the area and development plans are so arranged that the much used spots 
are conveniently accessible to each other and the majority of the tract is left unmolested in its 
natural state….” 
 
HS (16 Aug. 1935) Thousands Expected to Attend Dedication of Highway Sector—More than 
$700,000 has been spent by the State of California in the construction of the new High Line unit 
of the Redwood Highway between Last Chance Slide and Flanagan’s Gap in Del Norte County, 
which will be formally dedicated and opened to traffic next Sunday..[more] 
 
HT (28 May 1936) State Park Chief Predicts Big Tourist Increase this Year; California Park 
System Finding More Popularity with Vacationists—“People everywhere are becoming more 
park minded,” James H. Snook, Chief of the Division of Parks for California, said last night in 
commenting on the coming vacation season. 
 The general public is using and taking care of the state parks as they never did before, the 
official explained, adding that he is pleased with the manner in which vacation campers are 
cooperating with the state park management in maintaining these beautiful camp sites….Snook 
is making a tour of the parks in this end of the state. 
 “We are visiting these parks to see that everything is in order for the summer travel,” 
Snook said. 
 Yesterday the party motored down from Grants Pass visiting the Del Norte and northern 
Humboldt county parks on the way. Stopping at the Eureka Inn last night, they plan to visit the 
southern Humboldt parks at Dyerville and Burlington today. 
 The head of the park division was particularly impressed with the beauty of the Prairie 
Creek park, when he called there yesterday. He said that everyone should visit the grove and 
stated that it would be opened to campers this summer. 
 A caretaker will be put in charge of Prairie Creek, he said. Improved by the CCC during 
the past few years, the park has not been officially opened for camping tourists until this year. 
[more] [others on tour were Mrs. Butterfield, new on Park Commission and Dan Hull, landscape 
engineer; resort owners reporting more travel from eastern states; new trailers] 
 
HT (7 July 1936) Tourists From All Over the World Visit Redwoods; Association Receiving 
Record Requests for Folders [more] 
 
HT (10 Nov. 1936) State Parks Commission Writes Supervisors That It Favors Good Highway 
[long letter] 
HT (11 Nov. 1936) Supervisors Thank Park Commission. 
 
HT (3 Dec. 1936) 160 acre tract to be added to Redwood Parks—Humboldt County’s Redwood 
Parks will be increased 160 acres, according to Newton B. Drury, San Francisco, of the State 
Park Commission and a member of Save the Redwoods League. 
 The new area lies at the north end of the Prairie Creek Park and will add about one-half 
mile of ocean frontage to the Prairie Creek Park. Official transfer of the land into a park area is 
expected to be completed soon. The tract will not only prove an asset with its ocean frontage, but 
will also serve as safe grounds for the present band of elk now living in that area. The elk are the 
last of their kind and everything possible is being done to keep the animal from becoming 
extinct. 
 Drury was accompanied by Dan R. Hull, San Francisco, State Park landscape engineer 
and E.P. French, Dyerville, District Superintendent of Redwood Parks, while on his tour of 
Humboldt parks. 
 
HT (11 Feb. 1937) Mrs. Laura Mahan Buried Near Old Table Bluff Home—Scores of friends 
and relatives attended the final rites of Mrs. Laura Perrott Mahan yesterday. 
 Christian Science services were held and burial was in the old Table Bluff cemetery near 
where Mrs. Mahan was born and where she spent her childhood.  
 A Tribute. With the passing of Mrs. Laura Perrott Mahan, the Save the Redwoods cause 
has lost a staunch supporter who was one of the pioneers in the movement, according to Joseph 
D. Grant of San Francisco, chairman of the board of directors of the Save The Redwoods 
League. In a message of sympathy to Mrs. Mahan’s family and friends, Mr. Grant and Newton 
B. Drury, Secretary of the League, paid tribute to her as one of a small group of citizens of 
Humboldt county, who almost 20 years ago realized the unique value of the redwoods as an asset 
of the nation and organized to enlist aid for their preservation.  
 “Without the support of the people of Humboldt county, much that has been 
accomplished in saving the Redwoods would not have come about, “ said Mr. Grant. “Mrs. 
Mahan and her husband, James P. Mahan, from the beginning of the movement took a leading 
part. With a love of the Redwood forests that was her heritage as a member of a pioneer 
Humboldt family, she worked tirelessly to inspire others and enlist their aid in making her dream 
a reality. Fortunately she saw the fruition of her efforts. The value of her service to her own 
home community and to her state cannot be over estimated. These Redwood parks now valued at 
millions of dollars are a priceless possession of all our people and their mighty trees through 
many centuries will stand as a memorial to those who helped to save them in all their dignity and 
beauty. In this cause, Mrs. Mahan took an important part, and it will be gratefully remembered.”  
 
HT (23 Feb. 1937) Park Officials In Conference With Engineer—Dan R. Hull, State Park 
Landscape Engineer, accompanied by Major George Gibbs, federal corps landscape engineer 
with the Emergency Conservation Work; Dudley Trudgett, landscape engineer; and Newton B. 
Drury, Investigating Officer of the State Park Commission and Secretary of Save the Redwoods 
League; and E.P. French, Supervisor of Redwood parks, arrived in Eureka yesterday to inspect 
work done by the CCC in connection with erosion at the South Fork of Eel River at Stephens 
Grove. 
 In the past, considerable damage was done by the cutting of the river into the bank, 
destroying some of the large trees. To prevent this, erosion preventive action was taken. It was 
found yesterday that there was no damage after the recent high water, due to the protection 
work…. 
 
HS (14 May 1937) State Parks to be Opened for Summer. 
 
HS (2 July 1937) Humboldt Parks Provide Ample Room for Campers—Ample provision is 
being made for all who desire this summer to camp along the giant redwoods of Humboldt 
county, according to A.E. Henning, Chief of the State Division of Parks. In fact, the number of 
camp sites in Humboldt Redwood Park and Prairie Creek Redwood Park ready in 1937 will be 
several times the number required as shown by statistics of use for last year. 
 In preparation for the camping season of 1937, the California State Park Commission has 
approved the establishment of public campgrounds in Humboldt Park as follows: 
 Richardson Grove, 250 camp units 
 Stephen Grove, 70 
 Williams Grove, 70 
 Upper Bull Creek, 50 
 N. Dyerville Flat, 25 
  Total      465 
 This is far in excess of the present demand by the public for camping accommodations in 
the Humboldt Redwood Park. For the season from June 15 to Sept. 30, 1936, the average use of 
these campgrounds was, Richardson Grove, 33% of capacity; Stephen Grove, 16%; Williams 
Grove, 17%; Upper Bull Creek, 8%; N Dyerville Flat, 33%. 
 With the exception of Richardson Grove, the most popular, none of these campgrounds 
was occupied to capacity at any time, even at the peak of the season. It is the plan of the State 
Park Commission to establish new campgrounds or add to the number of camping units as 
justified by public use. 
 The policy of providing established camp grounds, properly developed for the 
convenience of the public, and concentrating camping at these points hs been well received by 
visitors to the State Parks. For administrative and sanitary reasons, this has been necessary. 
Except for these developed areas, the Redwood parks are being protected in their natural state for 
the enjoyment of the public. In keeping with the policy of the Commission, there is no camping 
in memorial redwood groves. 
 At Prairie Creek Redwood State Park, four miles north of Orick, Humboldt county, there 
are 30 additional camp sites at Boyse Prairie. There are also 30 camps at Patrick’s Point, a 
seacoast park and wild flower reserve nine miles north of Trinidad. 
 All of these state park camping centers are increasing in popularity each year with the 
increase of travel on the celebrated Redwood Highway. They are rallying points for carefree 
throngs of vacationists, who come to enjoy wholesome outdoor recreation amidst surroundings 
of natural beauty. They participate in hiking, swimming, fishing, nature study and general rest 
and relaxation during the day, and at night enjoy dancing or entertainment as well as instructive 
lectures by the nature guides at the camp fire circles. 
 Some 1500 camp sites have thus far been completed in 27 of California’s 70 state parks 
and the extent at which their use has increased shows that the public appreciates the opportunity 
for outdoor life that they offered, with pleasant surroundings and under an organization which 
assures cleanliness and comfort. 
 
HS (16 July 1937) CCC Performs Many Projects in Humboldt. Weott—Enactment by Congress 
of the law extending the CCC for three more years will enable Humboldt Redwood camp to 
continue activity during the 9th period, ending Sept. 30, project superintendent David B. Christy 
said today. Since the camp was first established, fire protection and recreational projects have 
been carried on under the general direction of the national park service in cooperation with the 
California Division of Parks. Many miles of truck trails or motorized fire breaks have been 
constructed along boundaries supplemented by foot trails. This provides a line of defense from 
fire originating outside the boundaries. 
 Many acres of old tie slash have been piled and burned during the winter months to 
eliminate a menace to young growth during the fire season. A fire tower has been constructed on 
Grass Hopper Peak for spotting of fires. Camp grounds with attendant developments such as 
water systems, fire places, and picnic tables have been built in Bull Creek, Williams Grove, 
Stephens Grove and Richardson Grove. Several trails to points of interest have been constructed 
from the various campgrounds. 
 During the 9th period, the camp ground at Williams Grove will be enlarged and a new 
water system installed. Fire suppression crews will be maintained at Prairie Creek and Dyerville. 
The most interesting job will be the construction of a low water bridge across the south fork of 
the Eel river. The structure was designed by Frank L. Grimm, engineering foreman, who has 
designed several similar bridges for the county. 
 The park work embraces a variety of jobs from fire fighting to structural work and 
furnishes an excellent chance for the CCC enrollees to become proficient in some type of work 
in which he is interested, and fit himself for employment in private life. Evening classes are 
given in subjects related to the work program so the enrollees will not only thoroughly 
understand the work they are doing but will have an understanding of fundamentals applicable to 
related jobs. 
 Superintending project work is David B. Christy. Camp life is under the direction of 
Capt. W.H. Plasters. Other park service employees include Frank L. Grimm, Herbert V. Brooks 
and Charles A. Switzer, senior foremen; Carl E. Daggett, Lee Adams and Oscar L. Edwards, 
junior foremen; Leo M. Hoskin, mechanic and Charles White, blacksmith. 
 
HS (25 Sept. 1937) “Save Redwoods,” Appeal; Tree Removal Program Is Studied—Any man 
wanting to travel 50 miles an hour does not belong on roads in the redwoods. This asserted 
Joseph R. Knowland, chairman of the state park commission and Oakland newspaper publisher, 
today in Eureka. 
 The sentiment expressed the viewpoint of other board members who, with the chairman, 
conferred with Humboldters during a noon luncheon in Eureka Inn on plans for saving redwoods 
along the highway. 
 The meeting, called to consider tree conservation in the face of proposals to straighten 
and widen highways through the forest of timber giants, was an informal round-table discussion. 
 “We want sane, safe highways with a 40-foot roadbed but we also want the trees saved,” 
explained George Cole, supervisor. “Persons are killed fast enough without turning the roads into 
straightaways.” 
 A few trees in the vicinity of Richardson’s Grove may be removed in line with highway 
improvements, but, generally speaking, the redwoods must not be disturbed, Cole said. “Save the 
redwoods now and later the redwoods will save Humboldt county,” pointed out Cole. 
 Preliminary steps toward erecting a monument and installing a plaque honoring the 
memory of Laura P. and Jim Mahan, early conservationists in Humboldt, were taken. 
 Lynn A Vietor, Eureka, a cousin of the late Mahans, proposed such a marker after telling 
how the Mahans years ago stopped tree cutting in the Dyerville area and saved the Bull Creek 
redwoods from sawmills…. 
 
HS (2 Oct. 1937) Congressman Favorable to Redwood National Park—Establishment of a 
national forest in Humboldt, Del Norte, Sonoma and Mendocino counties was predicted today. 
Congressman William R. Thom, Canton, O. following a two-day tour of the redwood area with 
other solons and foresters, said he will recommend appropriations of nearly $4,000,000 for 
purchase of 500,000 acres of such timberland….Thom amazed to learn the government has no 
national redwood forest…. 
 
HT (22 April 1938) Mill Creek Addition to Park System Favored [more] 
 
HT (2 Aug. 1938) Supervisors Hit “Commercialization” of Redwood State Park; Board Endorses 
Letter Branding Lease of Park as Outcome of Secrecy—“Commercializing” of the Richardson 
Grove State Park came under fire of Humboldt County Supervisors yesterday as they adopted a 
resolution which specifically opposed the renting of cabins, store, dining room, and a dance 
platform to private operations from that park. 
 The resolution also endorses an attacked letter, recently sent to Government Merriam by 
a group of Redwood Empire resort owners, which went into greater detail concerning the 
asserted commercialization. 
 The letter made no complaint of camping in the state parks, but charged that Richardson 
Grove cabins, store, dining room and dance platform had been turned over to private individuals, 
who pay only a very small percentage of the gross and are relieved of paying taxes on the state 
property, same having been taken off the tax roll; having the state pay the salaries of wardens 
and others, all to the detriment of the concessionaires and business men. 
 The letter continues in part as follows: 
 “As you were advised, approximately twenty tent houses were changed into cabins at 
Richardson Grove in violation of the State Housing Law and so admitted by the State 
Department of Immigration and Housing.  
 “The park commission, at a recent meeting, admitted it was customary to ask for bids on 
leases of state parks. This policy was not addressed in Richardson Grove. Although complaint 
has been made to the state park commission in November of last year regarding the 
commercializing of that park, a secret agreement and secret lease, without the knowledge of the 
outside public or without submitting the lease to bids was made by the park commission…. 
 The letter added that camping facilities at the Dyerville and Bull Creek Flat parks had 
been closed, diverting business to the Richardson Grove operation. It demanded cancellation of 
the lease on the grounds that the camp competed unfairly with others in similar business. The 
letter was signed by Ed Hacht, E.R. Freyer, J. Elmer Wilson, D. Bittenbender, F.V. Sandelin, and 
M.L. Gillogly. 
 
HT (10 Aug. 1938) Save Trees on Highway, Drury Plea—Preservation of three miles of redwood 
trees in the “Avenue of the Giants” along the Redwood Highway between Dyerville and 
Inglewood was urged by Newton B. Drury of San Francisco, representing Save the Redwoods 
League before the Humboldt Board of Supervisors yesterday. 
 Drury said that preservation of these trees would provide an everlasting attraction for the 
county. Some members of the board expressed opposition to placing any more Humboldt forests 
in state parks, however, complaining that in at least one instance they are competing 
commercially with private tourist resorts and that such parks would reduce the county tax rolls. 
 Lantz Smith of the Eureka Chamber of Commerce, D.E. Knapp of the Garberville 
Chamber of Commerce, Mrs. George Murray, representing Humboldt clubwomen, and John S. 
Daly of Eureka urged preservation of the forest belt on the grounds that it would be of 
tremendous value for all time to come as a tourist attraction. Drury presented to the board a large 
framed photograph showing the beauty of the area sought to be preserved. 
 
HT (21 Aug. 1938) State Park Body Says Concession Cannot Be Ended—The State Park 
Commission has adopted a policy not to engage in business enterprises either directly or through 
concessionaires, but has been informed by the Attorney General that the Richardson Grove 
concession agreement cannot be cancelled without just cause or a violation of its terms, 
according to word received here yesterday from J.H. Covington, its executive secretary. 
 “The Richardson Grove concession has been protested by many private resort owners, the 
Humboldt and Mendocino boards of supervisors, and other agencies. Covington’s telegram to 
The Humboldt Times was as follows: 
 “The State Park Commission at their meeting in Los Angeles today adopted the following 
policy. That the State Park Commission is not to engage in business enterprises either directly or 
their concessionaries which involve competition with private…, it being recognized, hwoever, 
that the convenience and comfort of the public patronizing certain of the parks require the 
furnishing of certain facilities which can most efficiently be accommodated through a 
concessionaire. 
 “In such cases, however, it is the policy to avoid arrangements which will give the 
concessionaire any advantage over comparable nearby private business. 
 “As to Richardson Grove, the Attorney General has been requested to furnish an opinion 
as to the Commission’s legal obligation to the present concessionaire. The Attorney General 
ruled that the concession agreement at Richardson Grove could not be cancelled without just 
cause or a violation of the terms and conditions as stipulated in that agreement.  
 
HT (7 March 1939) Save the Redwoods League Tells of Ten-Year State Parks Program [more] 
 
HT (16 March 1939) Drive to Acquire Redwood Grove Moves Forward—A campaign for 
acquisition of the “Avenue of the Giants” redwood grove north of Dyerville for the state parks 
system moved forward under a full head of steam at Sacramento yesterday with Senator Irwin 
Quinn leading the fight in the Senate and Assemblyman M.J. Burns lining up support in the 
lower house. [more] 
 
 
HT (4 June 1939) Legion Grove of Redwoods Wins Support—Establishment of an American 
Legion Grove of redwoods along the Avenue of the Giants, when that celebrated tract near 
Dyerville is acquired for the state parks system, was requested of the state park commission at a 
meeting in Eureka yesterday afternoon and received encouragement from the official group…. 
 Last night the park group discussed commercial development at Richardson’s Grove, and 
announced that they had drafted an answer to the Redwood Empire Association, which attacked 
the asserted commercialization at a meeting in Benbow. The answer will be submitted to the 
Attorney General Earl Warren for a study of legal questions involved in the dispute before it is 
made public. 
 Unofficially, it was reported in usually reliable sources that the commission is doubtful 
whether the Richardson Grove arrangement can be cancelled. L.A. Spengler is operating a store 
and other concessions there and is now in the second year of a five-year contract. 
 The Redwood Empire Association requested cancellation of the lease on the grounds that 
there was no authority to make it or as an alternative that the state purchase Spengler’s rights for 
$10,000 and discontinue the store and other features which directly compete with private, tax-
paying enterprises. 
 The Redwood Empire Association and resort owners urged more, rather than fewer, 
camping sites in the redwood parks, however, and last night the park commission instructed A.E. 
Henning, chief of the division to make a careful survey of all parks in the northern section with a 
view to establishing more picnicking and camping areas. 
 In connection with the Richardson’s Grove problem, it was reported that the division of 
highways expects to relocate the Redwood Highway and bypass that grove within a few years…. 
 Del Norte Discussed—Mill Creek….Representatives of the Arrow Mill Company and 
Sage Timber interests appeared before the commission asking for permission to build a road 
through the Prairie Creek Park. The commission will meet them on the ground today for an 
inspection of the territory proposed to be traversed by the road. 
 
HT (5 June 1939) Park Commission to Hold Session in Eureka Today—Members of the 
California state park commission will visit Fortuna, Ferndale, and Eureka today, as part of a 
northern California tour which began with a warm session at the Benbow Hotel yesterday, 
criticism of asserted commercialization of state parks featured yesterday’s session…. 
 Yesterday’s session at Benbow was devoted in large part to discussions of the 
commercial activities conducted at Richardson’s Grove in southern Humboldt by a private 
operator under an agreement with the park commission. Resort operators, county supervisors and 
representatives of the Redwood Empire Association assailed this arranged vigorously on the 
ground that it is unfair competition and hinders development of other tourist attractions along the 
Redwood highway, while L.A. Spengler of the Richardson’s Grove resort said the development 
there is a major attraction for large numbers of tourists. 
 Members of the park commission gave no indication whether they would seek to cancel 
the Richardson’s Grove agreement as requested, but earlier in the day denied an application for a 
dance platform and store concession at Williams Grove. 
 A statement opposing the Richardson’s Grove arrangement was submitted by President 
Paul E. Mudgett, committee chairman Lantz D. Smith and Attorney Elliott Epsteen on behalf of 
the Redwood Empire Association. Others who attacked the asserted commercialism of the park 
included Supervisors George C. Lindley, Len Yocom, George Cole and Lloyd Brown of 
Humboldt.[ other supervisors from Mendocino and Sonoma] Other speakers included M.L. 
Gillogly on behalf of property owners, E.R. Freyer on behalf of resort owners, and C.C. Kirk on 
behalf of motor court owners. 
 These speakers held that it is unfair for the state to use tax-free agencies in direct 
competition with private enterprise, said the Richardson’s Grove camp does not comply with 
housing standards required of privately-owned camps and said the adverse effect on the 
privately-owned establishments adds to the large amount already removed from county tax rolls. 
 They said the concessionaire received $22,004.77 gross earnings and the state only 
$5417.77 from operation of the grove enterprises from July 1, 1936 to June 30, 1937. They made 
it plain that they want the grove to remain open for tourists, but without commercialism. 
 It was announced at yesterday’s meeting that a group of at least 30 men available for fire-
fighting work, would be maintained at the Burlington CCC camp near Weott until a full CCC 
company returns next fall. 
 E.P. French, northern division superintendent was authorized to cut 24 redwood trees 
between Miranda and Dyerville. French said the trees to be cut are likel to fall across the 
highway unless removed. 
 
 
 
 
 
RR (22 June 1939) Southern Humboldt Given Publicity in Standard Edition by Dick Fleisher—
Always a booster for Garberville and Southern Humboldt county, Richard Fleisher, real estate 
dealer of Scotia, contributed an article relative to this area to the special edition of the Humboldt 
Standard,  issued last Thursday, which is well worth reproducing, and reads as follows: 
 When we speak of Southern Humboldt, recreation is uppermost in our mind. No other 
section of Northern California is so definitely pictured as a playground. The fame of  Southern 
Humboldt, far flung, reaches from one end of the country to the other, thanks to the Save-the-
Redwoods League, the State Redwood Park system, Redwood Empire Assocation and the 
Redwood highway. 
 The gateway to Southern Humboldt is Garberville. When during our first after-the-war 
depression, Garberville forged steadily ahead, while other communities were losing ground, and 
at the same time property values in Garberville rose against the general trend of real estate 
everywhere else, well informed business men and investors gravely shook their heads and asked: 
What will become of Garberville when the highway is completed? 
 Today, ten years later, everybody knows the answer: The highway will never be 
completed. With the Redwood highway permanently routed through Garberville, this aggressive 
community, spurred by an ambitious chamber of commerce, continues to grow Since January, 
1939, nearly $200,000 in new construction work has been started or completed, and it is safe to 
assert that no other community of comparable size on the entire Pacific coast rivals Garberville 
in 1939 development. 
 Within two miles north and south of Garberville are two notable developments, Redway 
and Benbow. Hotel Benbow, nationally known as an outstanding resort, is California’s most 
exclusive hostelry north of San Francisco. A large lake, airport, picturesque golf course, 
attractive summer homes, and 2000 acres of virgin land, complete the beautiful Benbow picture. 
 More than sixty summer homes comprise the improvements at Redway, a select 
subdivision identified by the slogan, “It’s the climate.” To be sure, it’s the climate that induced 
approximately 130 property owners to make an investment in Redway. Some reside there the 
year round and find it an ideal place in which to live, while others spend the summer or vacations 
there. Quite a number own highway frontage which they expect to develop for commercial 
purposes.  
 From Redway to Dyerville, a distance of about twenty-six miles, nearly all property 
along the Redwood Highway is owned by the State of California and set aside for park purposes. 
Unsurpassed by any other scenic attraction in the United States, the drive through this section of 
Southern Humboldt makes a lasting impression on all who view the majestic grandeur of the 
evergreen redwoods. And so spreads the fame of Humboldt county’s state redwood park zone. 
 However, here and there the park landscape is dotted with small settlements, primarily 
devoted to the tourist trade. Sylvandale, Rocky Glen, Deerhorn Lodge, Forest of Arden, Maple 
Hills, Miranda, Myers, Burlington, Weott, Dyerville, Englewood, Redcrest and Pepperwood 
compose a chain of auto courts, restaurants, stores, garages and gas stations, catering to the needs 
of tourists and permanent residents. 
 At Scotia, northern gateway to Southern Humboldt, the scenery changes, injecting a great 
industrial plant into the magnificent landscape. Here the Pacific Lumber Company’s gigantic 
plant, now operating without interruption for over fifty years, is engaged in the manufacture and 
annual shipment of something like 100,000,000 feet of redwood lumber. Scotia, whose entire 
citizenry is employed by the Pacific Lumber Company, is known far and wide as a model town 
of small, but neat homes, surrounded by lovely gardens. Scotia’s Hotel Mowatoc has a reputation 
for excellent cuisine, comfortable beds and modern rates. 
 The Scotia park, where tens of thousands gather every summer to picnic and celebrate 
popular events on the sheltered banks of Eel river, is one of the finest community playgrounds in 
the state. Each Labor Day 5000 people gather here to feast on barbecued steer meat, with all 
traditional trimmings, as guests of the Pacific Lumber Company. 
 The story of Southern Humboldt would be incomplete without recording Cook’s Valley 
resort, at the Mendocino county line; Hartsooks, now being rebuilt, and Richardson Grove, 
mecca of thousands of campers.  
 The westernmost portion of Southern Humboldt is known to comparatively few people, 
yet is one of the most beautiful sections of the state with promises of ultimate development into a 
great vacationland. The Mattole valley, Shelter Cove and the shores of the Pacific ocean between 
Petrolia and Capetown, most likely will someday play host to a multitude visiting Humboldt 
county in quest of rest and recreation. 
 But Southern Humboldt’s greatest asset is, and perhaps always will be the Redwood 
highway winding through the redwood parks. Twenty-two years ago, the founders of the Save-
the-Redwoods League, visualizing the redwood as one of nature’s supreme gifts to humanity to 
be preserved forever, induced wealthy citizens to purchase redwood groves ad donate them to the 
state. The latter cooperated; so did the redwood lumber companies, notably the Pacific Lumber 
Company through sale of the magnificent Dyerville-Bull Creek forest, and through a 
gentlemen’s agreement to preserve the fine timber standing along the Redwood highway 
between Dyerville and Scotia, until funds become available for the state to buy this trip for 
inclusion in the state redwood park system. 
 No matter what may be the destiny of Humboldt county, Southern Humboldt will, 
doubtless, play a leading part as a playground in national life in the years ahead. 
 
HT (18 July 1939) Park Commission Votes to Acquire Avenue of Giants—The state park 
commission at San Francisco yesterday passed a motion by Commissioner A.L. Nelson of 
Humboldt county to buy the first unit of the “Avenue of the Giants” from the Pacific Lumber 
Company for approximately $217,000. 
 Acquisition of the entire tract will cost about $750,000. Part of the funds for the initial 
purchase were appropriated by the legislature at its recent session through the efforts of Senator 
Irwin Quinn and Assemblyman M.J. Burns. Other funds have been raised through private 
donations. 
 The Redwood Empire Association, Save the Redwoods League and many local 
organizations have urged preservation of the Avenue of the Giants located north of Dyerville 
along the Redwood highway, on the grounds that it is an outstanding section of redwood forest 
which should be preserved. 
  
 
RR (20 July 1939) Park Commission Orders Purchase of Avenue of the Giants—Meeting in 
regular session in San Francisco, the State Park Commission passed a motion made by 
Commissioner A.L. Nelson of Humboldt county to buy the first unit of the “Avenue of the 
Giants” redwood grove located on the Redwood Highway above Dyerville from the Pacific 
Lumber Co., the price being approximately $217,000. 
 Ultimate acquisition of the entire park by the State is proposed, the full price being about 
$750,000 The Redwood Empire Association, Save the Redwoods League and many local civic 
organizations have urged preservation of the “Avenue of the Giants” for several years on the 
grounds that it is an outstanding section of redwood forest that should be preserved…. 
 
RR (19 Oct. 1939) Company No. 2940 of the Civilian Conservation Corps arrived at Camp 
Burlington Sunday to establish winter quarters after being stationed in Mt. Lassen National Park 
during the summer. [more] 
 
HT (25 Oct. 1939) Mill Creek Buy Goes Ahead; State Agency Reduces Plan to 9000 Acres; 
Purchase Reaffirmed by State Park Commission. 
 
HS (8 Jan. 1940) Park Board Asks CCC Retention in Humboldt—Retention of the CCC camp at 
Burlington was voted by the State Park Commission at a session held in Los Angeles Jan. 2, 
although it already has been recommended that the camp be removed. The Commission indicated 
that every effort would be made to keep the camp at its present location. 
 A new campground on the Smith river in the newly-acquired Mill Creek Redwood Park 
six miles from Crescent City was recommended by the Commission. It was said that the camp 
would be open in time for use by the beginning of the 1940 tourist season. 
 Commissioner Al Nelson of this county instigated a movement which gave control of 
placing CCC camps to the Park Commission. In the past, district superintendents have made 
recommendations regarding camps. 
 
RR (11 Jan. 1940) Although the CCC Camp at Burlington had been recommended to be 
removed, at a meeting of the State Park Commission held in Los Angeles last week, the body 
voted to retain the camp at Burlington and indicated that every effort would be made to keep it at 
its present location [more] 
 
FE (19 Jan. 1940) Mr. and Mrs. J. Mahan’s Part in “Save-The-Redwoods” History Is Reviewed 
Caption under plaque: Pictured above is the monument and plaque of the Dyerville Flat Grove. 
The plaque was designed by the San Francisco artist and designer Jacques Schnier, and was 
contributed by a friend of Mr. and Mrs. Mahan. The monument was placed in the Grove by the 
State Park Service in the spring of 1939. It may be reached when driving south on the Redwood 
Highway by turning into the first opening to the left after passing the road to South Fork. From 
this point it is approximately 200 yards east by level trail. 
 (Note: The following is a brief sketch of the activities of Mr. and Mrs. James P. Mahan in 
connection with the preservation of the redwood groves of Humboldt County and particularly 
with their almost single-handed fight to save the Dyerville Flat redwoods from destruction. Only 
their genius saved that marvelous grove—a genius which passed unscathed through ridicule and 
laughter to its ultimate conclusion and a slowly accepted recognition. 
 Although many Humboldters gave freely and unselfishly toward the Save The Redwoods 
cause, none reached the lifetime of continuous devotion to the redwoods as di Mr. and Mrs. 
Mahan. No attempt is made in the article to record the generous work of those other 
Humboldters. 
 Both Mr. and Mrs. Mahan were of pioneer families. Mrs. Mahan was born at Table Bluff 
and Mr. Mahan at Blue Lake. Together they lived in Eureka the greater portion of their adult 
life.) 
 
 New frost covered the fallen trees and the ground. Where the detached sun of the late 
November morning had pierced its way through the labyrinth of yet unfelled redwoods dark 
paths sliced, knifelike, across the whiteness to reveal the oxidized red of freshly cut stumps and 
of chips from the undercuts of age old redwoods felled but a few days before. The casual silence 
of the dense grove of redwoods was broken by the voices of men, undistinguishable above the 
clatter of a gasoline motor, and the fuzzy rasping of a motor-driven drag saw. 
 On a trail from the west a man and a woman rapidly approached a crew of men from a 
nearby logging camp. Startled by the amazed appearance of the two unexpected visitors, the 
loggers watched the couple greet the crew foreman and begin a particularly animated 
conversation with him. The words of the conversation did not reached the men but a certain 
tenseness did. Abruptly the woman ceased talking and climbed hurriedly onto a nearby stump, 
solidly in the path on which a huge redwood would soon be felled by the sweating workers. The 
men dropped their tools and the puffing motor coughed itself into quiet. Drama tightened the air. 
 That was the morning of November 19, 1924, on the eastern edge of the Dyerville flats. It 
was the climax of a twenty year struggle to save from destruction one of the greatest stands of 
Sequoia sempervirens civilization had ever know. 
 Simply and without the need of drama, a bronze plaque mounted in imperishable stone 
now rests at the scene of the original drama to tell the story in a few words. It reads: 
Laura Perrott Mahan 
1867-1937 
James P. Mahan 
1867-1937 
Pioneers in the 
Save The Redwoods League 
 
 The California State Park Commission has dedicated to their memory this site where on 
November 19, 1924, Mr. and Mrs. Mahan discovered that logging had begun and led the 
movement that resulted in the saving of this grove. 
 As early as 1904, Theodore Roosevelt suggested setting aside of California redwood 
forests as national parks and in 1905, the Humboldt chamber of Commerce approved the idea, 
but it was not until 1913 that a force strong enough to carry out the idea became evident. At 
Carson Woods, September 27, 1913, representatives from the Federated Women’s Clubs of 
Humboldt County met in the first organized effort toward establishing a redwood park in the 
county, a new dream of a few individuals and their respective small groups. It was there 
“resolved, that committees of two be appointed from each organization of women’s clubs of 
Humboldt County: …..that said committees shall meet before the close of this meeting today to 
decide what action shall be taken to assist in securing a redwood park in Humboldt County and 
report this action to the Federated Club’s meeting in November and there decide what further 
action be taken by the Federated Club.” The dreams were crystallizing to reality. 
 Among the leaders of the movement that day was Mrs. J.P. Mahan. Hers was the vision 
and leadership so necessary to awaken Humboldters to the fact that there was more to a grove of 
redwood trees than planks for sidewalks and beams for stables. Mrs. Mahan became a member of 
that first committee. 
 The following month resolutions declaring the necessity of preserving portions at least of 
virgin sempervirens were adopted by the Women’s Club of the county and sent to parent bodies 
of Women’s Clubs. The San Francisco Federation of Women’s Club joined in the movement. 
Congressman John E. Raker assured Mrs. Mahan of the interest of the Committee of Agriculture 
in the House of Representatives. For a few months many organizations became conscious of 
Humboldt Redwoods but numerous obstacles arose and interest waned as quickly as it started. 
 Interest dimmed as an organized effort but not so with Mrs. Mahan and a small group of 
staunch and far-sighted mind. Where others became discouraged, Mrs. Mahan retained strength 
of purpose. Here her husband, J.P. Mahan, dispelled the lacuna of a lost cause. His knowledge of 
the redwood industry, and ability to judge his fellow man and his desire to give posterity the 
great beauty of the redwoods encouraged his wife. Daily they talked of the redwoods and daily 
they planned together their moves. That other generations than theirs should enjoy the redwoods 
became their obsession. 
 1915, with the Panama-Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco and its 
thousands of visitors, aided the pioneering women and their friends. Interest in the redwoods 
broadened. But war followed not long after the close of the Exposition and the redwoods faded 
in the shadow of self-protection. Not until 1919 did the slogan, “Save The Redwoods” become a 
firebrand to light the struggling forces. In the intervening years there had been little if any 
cessation of thought but action had been curtailed only to be resumed with the Armistice. 
Stephen G. Mather, head of the National Park Service at that time, Madison Grant, traveler and 
scientist, Congressman William Kent, Congressman Clarence F. Lea, Gifford Pinchot and 
Governor William Stephens were among the first nationally known names to become associated 
with the movement started by the women of Humboldt County. 
 “Save the Redwoods” became a battle cry heard throughout the nation. The president of 
the first unit of the Save The Redwoods League in Humboldt was Mrs. J.P. Mahan—the choice 
was not one only of honor but rather the choice of naming the persistent and guiding genius of 
past year. 1919 saw public opinion swing definitely and feverishly toward the protection of the 
world’s oldest living thing. Save The Redwoods League units were formed everywhere and their 
rolls included young and old, rich and poor. Samuel G. Blythe, writing for the Saturday Evneing 
Post, studied the situation and the Post published his five page article to focus national attention 
in Humboldt. The New York Zoological Society’s bulletin contained an article by Madison 
Grant; Motor Land and similar magazines, the newspapers nd the movies, all contributed 
abundant publicity. The Ebell Club urged that its 2000 Los Angeles women members all join the 
Save The Redwoods League and appointed a committee to see that the movement received 
proper publicity in the south. 
 George Burchard, writing for Outlook magazine, said, “Everyone, the world over, has 
heard of the Sequoia Gigantea, the redwood of the Sierra Nevada mountains, but these trees of 
the northern cost counties of California, Sequoia sempervirens, are even more wonderful. When 
you enter a redwood forest you enter another world” 
 The National Geographic carried an article by Madison Grant in which he wrote, “The 
Sequoia is not only the oldest living thing on earth but it is the tallest tree on the western 
hemisphere,  at present or at any other time. And yet, there [illegible] the trees that are being cut 
up for mere boards, for shingles, for railroad ties and even for grape stakes. The entire watershed 
of the South Fork of the Eel River should be included in the reserve in that particular section. 
Bull Creek Flat, immediately adjacent, contains that is probably the finest forest in the world, 
some 10,000 acres in extent.” 
 The Santa Fe Railroad refused to buy any ties made from timber cut in the proposed park 
sites tentatively chosen near Dyerville. The United States Railroad Commission ordered its 
purchasing agents to decline to buy redwood ties produced along the State Highway between San 
Francisco and Eureka, unless protection was given timber within 400 feet of the highway. A 
clause also appeared in its purchase contracts barring all groves which the State contemplated 
preserving. The Southern Pacific Railroad made like purchase specifications. Mrs. William H. 
Perrott, mother of Mrs. Mahan, donated thirty acres of trees near Weott and a contribution of 160 
acres of timber came from Mrs. W.H. McClellan and her daughters, Mrs. J.D. Fraser and Mrs. 
Hugh Graham. 
 The Chapman redwood tract of approximately 300 acres was purchased by Humboldt 
with a fund of $30,000 donated by William Kent and Madison Grant. Humboldt County 
Supervisors appropriated $6500 to purchased 40 acres in the Smith and Mains tract and all 
cutting in the park area ceased. Contributions of money made possible the purchase of other 
tracts and in April, 1921, the California Legislature voted $300,000 for the purchase of redwood 
groves suitable for parks. In August of the same year, Dr. John C. Merriam, head of the Carnegie 
Institute and president of the national Save The Redwoods League, dedicated Bolling Grove. 
Purchased by John C. Phillips of Boston as a memorial to his brother-in-law, it was 
“….dedicated to the memory of Col. Raynal C. Bolling, S.C.U.S.A., Lawyer, Patriot, Soldier. 
Born September 1, 1877 at Hot Spring, Arkansas. Killed in action during the German offensive 
near Amiens, France, March 26, 1918—the first American officer of high rank to fall in the 
World War.” Bolling Grove was the first of a widely publicized series of park dedications soon 
to follow. 
 Through all of these activities the never failing energy of Mrs. Mahan was easily 
recognized. 
 In 1923 Mrs. Zipporah Russ of Ferndale donated a tract of 166 acres of beautiful 
redwoods sixty miles north of Eureka and it was dedicated to the memory of Humboldt County 
Pioneers and the first grove outside of the Eel River section. Franklin K. Lane grove was 
dedicated to that great Californian and American Statesman. Dr. Merriam;  Governor Friend W. 
Richardson; Newton B. Drury, secretary of the League; Gilbert Grosvenor, president of the 
National Geographic Society; J.D. Grant, San Francisco, chairman of the League’s Board of 
Directors; W.B. Rider, member of the State Forestry Board; Mrs. Franklin K. Lane, Duncan 
McDuffie, and J.C. Sperry councilors of the League, all participated in the dedicatory ceremony. 
No longer were the efforts to save the redwoods provincial. 
 Then suddenly and without warning the clear skies of generosity and unselfishness 
clouded and a hurricane struck. The magnificent trees in Dyerville Flat were being felled. 
 From the inception of the redwood park idea, the acquisition of the Dyerville Flat 
redwoods had been the foremost desire of the individual enthusiasts. The property was in the 
possession of The Pacific Lumber Company and the keystone of their logging program. Its value 
was so great that only a few persons during those early days of penury believed that the property 
could ever be acquired for park purposes. Those who had faith in the ultimate attainment secured 
promises from the lumber company officials that logging would be withheld as long as possible 
on the flats and that an early warning would be given before cutting started. 
 On September 17, 1919, the following letter was received by the Save The Redwoods 
League from John H. Emmert, president of the Pacific Lumber Company; “Supplementing my 
telegram of the 12th inst., I desire to explain more in detail the position of this company in matter 
of the proposed Redwood Park, as I feel our position has not been generally understood. 
 “When Mr. Madison Grant met me in Scotia and asked me to promise that we would not 
cut the Dyerville Flat, I had been president at this Company for about a week and was not 
familiar with any of the details of its operations. I had previously known in a general way that 
our logging operations as originally planned would not include the Dyerville Flat for two or three 
years and so stated to him; however, when shortly thereafter the exact condition of our logging 
situation was called specifically to my attention I found that we had practically exhausted our 
accessible flat lands for winter logging and unless some timber were taken from he Dyerville 
Flat this winter there would be no alternative except to prepare to shut down our plants and I 
immediately notified the committee in charge and also told Mr. Grant personally of the necessity 
for cutting a portion of the Dyerville Flat. Briefly, it is necessary for us to cut about fifteen 
million feet of timber from this Flat but in so doing a strip of timber 1000 feet wide will be left 
east of the State Highway and neither the cutting nor its effects can be noticed from the highway. 
For some miles south of the South Fork Station the timber has already been cut along the railroad 
and the proposed cutting will of course widen this to some extent but will in no sense mar or 
detract from the remaining stand of timber. Our efforts to interfere as little as possible with the 
Park movement by confining our logging operations to a selected strip will add materially to our 
logging costs. 
 “The schedules of logging operations of this and other companies are planned sufficiently 
far ahead of sawmill requirements to provide an adequate supply of logs in order that mills may 
as far as possible be run to capacity throughout the year.  
 “Due to condition arising out of the war and as an aftermath, all logging operations 
throughout the country are behind schedule to which this company is no exception. 
 “Our main logging operations are on Laribee Creek where in most cases the ground is 
rough and steep and from which sufficient logs can be obtained only udirng the dry season. 
Continuous logging from this entire section during this winter, when the ground is slippery, is 
not only impractical but is extremely dangerous to life and limb and cannot be considered. 
 “Dyerville Flat, on the other hand, from the nature of its topography is not subject to this 
danger and is the only source from which an additional quantity of logs can be obtained, which 
together with those received intermittently from Laribee Creek will enable us to keep our mills in 
operation this winter; otherwise we must close our plants and throw out of employment between 
eight hundred and a thousand men. 
 “I wish it to be distinctly understood that I desire both as president of this company and 
as representing one of the largest taxpayers in this county to indorse the movement for a 
Redwood Park and to co-operate to the utmost for its accomplishment wherever it is finally 
located; but my duty compels me to state that sentiment alone should not control this movement 
nor decide upon the exact location of this park. 
 “I regret exceedingly the misunderstanding occasioned by my remarks to Mr Grant and 
the apparent misunderstanding by the people generally of our attitude toward this movement. 
Our cutting will not interfere with that part of the tract generally visited by the public or the 
highway, nor its connection with the Bull Creek section. 
 “If my duty to our stockholders and to our employees permitted, I would gladly stop the 
cutting but in view of all the facts and of the lapse of time necessary to properly conclude 
negotiations for any park site, I cannot sanction a decision by this company which will have as 
an inevitable consequence the throwing out of employment between eight hundred and one 
thousand individuals during the coming winter.” 
 There was the attitude of the largest holder of possible park sites; an altogether natural 
attitude from which there could be little if any deviation because of the design of industry. Yet to 
the Mahans, to the ceaseless workers of the Save The Redwoods League, the immensity of the 
problem spurred them to greater heights. A compromise with The Pacific Lumber Company was 
gained within a few days. The lumber company agreed to cut not over 15,000,000 feet of lumber, 
the greatest part of which was to come from the sidehills and not the flat; to cut none of the 
timber between the railroad station at South Fork and the state highway at the Dyerville bridge; 
to cut only enough timber for the winter. They also agreed to allow a timber cruiser chosen by 
the Save the Redwoods committee to lay out the timber to be cut. 
 It was a fair compromise. The lumber company went to work and the League intensified 
its stand to make the property a public park. Thus the situation remained until 1924. 
 Early in 1924, The Pacific Lumber Company offered the State Forestry Board 300 acres 
of its property south of the Dyerville Flat as a gift to the State. The offer was a generous one but, 
upon closer scrutiny, Mr. and Mrs. Mahan determined that the offer would be the eventual end of 
the main Dyerville Flat grove and they protested is acceptance. Mrs. Mahan wrote as president of 
the Women’s Save The Redwoods League of Humboldt County, “….This Company is to donate 
a tract of redwood timber south of Dyerville Flat with one string to the proposed gift which is 
that the Company will be left in complete freedom of the use of its other redwood properties.” 
 The correctness of her action is debatable, however, it served to bring the proposition to 
the attention of the public and within a few days, the controversy was settled and the formal 
protest withdrawn following an explanation of the lumber company’s stand as given by Donald 
McDonald, treasurer of The Pacific Lumber Company. Mr. McDonald said in part. 
 “For a number of years The Pacific Lumber Company hs felt that it should make some 
contribution to the Save The Redwoods movement. We have also felt that there were two 
propositions confronting us in making such a gift. First, we could go on until some request was 
made to purchase a certain tract of timber. On account of the general public’s unfamiliarity with 
a great many conditions to be considered in making such a negotiation, we would undoubtedly 
have to sell much property at a considerable sacrifice. Even then we would be subjected to 
adverse criticism. Secondly, we would make a gift outright to the Save The Redwoods League of 
a certain tract of timber, thereby, fulfilling our obligation, morally and otherwise, to make further 
gifts to this league. 
 “Our position is brought out forcefully from our experience of 1919. In this year the 
matter of cutting timber on some of our most favorable properties was very pointedly brought to 
the attention of the public. We had gone through the war and our forces were shot to pieces. The 
war was over and we saw in 1919 a tremendous industry expansion. We were unable to secure 
sufficient labor to operate our holdings as they should be operated. In order to keep our sawmills 
going we had to go to Dyerville Flat, where we could get out with as few men as possible the 
maximum number of logs. The matter received considerable attention but was finally settled 
satisfactorily. 
 “We made up our minds to complete the Humboldt State Redwood Park by giving this 
donation of 300 acres of redwood timber land. We have, therefore, asked the State Forestry 
Board in accepting the gift to declare that The Pacific Lumber Company in making that gift had 
discharged any respect of a contribution which it owed to public sentiment. There are no strings 
attached to that gift. There is no sinister purpose behind it. It is a straight out and out gift to the 
State of California and the people of Humboldt County, the only condition being tht the State 
Board of Forestry will says, ‘You have done your duty.’ In making that statement, the Board 
does not close the door, nor do we seek to close the door to the further acquisition of our 
timberlands when the money is forthcoming to purchase them.”  
 The State accepted the 300 odd acres but it was not the north Dyerville Flat so highly 
desirable to the clubwomen, the new park area was south of the coveted area. Again the club 
women went into action. Led by Mrs. Mahan petitions were circulated through Humboldt 
requesting the county supervisors to purchase the main or north Dyerville Flat. Ferndale, for 
example, completed a petition with the name of almost every freeholder in the district attached to 
it. When the deluge of petitions reached the Supervisors on February 4, 1924, that group voted 
unanimously to enter into negotiations with The Pacific Lumber Company to purchase the north 
Dyerville Flat for park purposes. 
 But the lumber company clearly stated that they could set no price on their property 
because of its necessity in their logging program. And the negotiations were stalemated. As chess 
players settling into the delights of long contemplation the two factions faced one another. 
 Through the spring and into the summer and autumn months the Mahans made frequent 
visits to their beloved redwoods. It was not an unusual thing to find them bareheaded, seated on a 
log, exalting silently in a somber temple of forest giants; straightening the bent slenderness of a 
timid fern; burning the debris left by careless picknickers. In the redwoods they found their 
communion. As winter approached their visits in the woods came less often. Enjoying the 
comfort of their home one night in November they received the disturbing message, “The trees 
are being cut in Dyerville Flat!” 
 They would see for themselves and the next morning started for Dyerville. Parking their 
car just inside the first fringe of the grove their ears caught the unmistakable sound of workmen 
not far ahead. Hurrying toward their objective near the east side of the forest they saw sharp 
sunshine where, they knew, only the semi-darkness of deep redwoods had prevailed since time 
immemorial. Unbelievably before them were the results of logging operations. Huge trees 
stretching flat through the clutching underbrush, the fragrance of undisturbed sorrel replaced by 
the acrid fumes of gasoline, the flash of a double-bitted axe arcing swiftly through the air. 
 In another moment they reached the foreman of the crew. Excitedly they demanded he 
stop his men from further work of destruction. The foreman had his orders and intended to carry 
them out. They cajoled. But the work must go on. In desperation Mrs. Mahan climbed to the flat 
surface of a freshly cut stump There she stood and defied the men to proceed. Only then did the 
work cease for she stood in the path of certain death had work continued. 
 Beside that stump today is the mute boulder bearing the plaque commemorating the 
event—a shrine to their memory, a medallion of their victory. 
 But logging was not to be halted by a dramatic gesture. The Mahans returned to Eureka 
where court action speedily concluded the acquisition by purchase of the Dyerville Flats—
forever to remain a part of the public domain—forever a tribute to two fearless crusading 
pioneers, Laura Perrott Mahan and James P. Mahan. 
 
HS (8 March 1940) With the object of developing plans for the encouragement and promotion of 
longer tourist stays in the nine counties of the Redwood Empire, unit meetings of hotel and 
restaurant interests were conducted by Leo Lebenbaum, manager of the Eureka Inn, at the semi-
annual convention of the Redwood Empire Association just concluded in San Francisco 
 Manager Lebenbaum today reported progress on efforts that will be made to entertain 
visitors for a week or more instead of for a day or two…. 
 
HS (12 March 1940) The joint meeting of the California Park Commission, the California 
Forestry Commission and the California Fish and Game Commission at Big Sur Redwood Park 
just south of Monterey, March 15 and 16, will be of tremendous interest to Humboldt 
county….The State Park Commission has gone on record as favoring the retention of the CCC 
camp at Burlington….[more] 
 
HS (15 March 1940) Orders for abandoning the Burlington CCC camp just south of Weott on the 
Redwood Highway because of a cut in the Civilian Conservation Corps budget, were given in 
Washington Today. The Burlington camp is one of 18 to be discontinued because of budget 
reductions. Twenty camps were to be closed for seasonal reasons. Among these were the 
Hawkins Bar CCC camp at Burnt Ranch in Trinity County. The Burlington CCC camp now has 
an enrollment of 160 men. It was established about five years ago, but the present company 
arrived here only last October. Commanding officers of the camp is Captain R.F. Bates. Of 
portable type construction, the Burlington camp is one of the finest in the country. It has 
accommodations for about 225 men. There is a complete mess hall, barracks with modern 
plumbing, and a fine gymnasium for boxing and basketball. Abandonment by June 1. 
 
HS (22 March 1940) Burlington CCC Camp Retention Sought; Local Chamber of Commerce 
Opens Fight. 
 
HS (23 March 1940) State Issues Park Bonds; Plan Purchase of Redwood Acreage, 
Sacramento—The state park finance board today authorized sale of $30,000 in state park bonds 
as part of the purchase price of a 400-acre tract of redwoods in Humboldt County known as the 
Avenue of the Giants.  
 The $30,000 fund is the last of $6,000,000 in bonds authorized by the 1937 legislative 
session and approved by a vote of the people in 1928 for acquisition of state park property. The 
redwood tract is being purchased from the Pacific Lumber company under a contract executed 
last November. The area will become part of the Humboldt Redwood State Park. The total 
purchase price of the 400 acres of big trees in $217,000 with the remainder being made up 
through a $148,500 appropriation by the legislature from oil royalty funds and $38,500 in private 
gifts. 
 
HT (24 March 1940) Authorize Bonds to Buy Avenue of Giants; Redwood Tract Will be Added 
to Humboldt Park; Sale Will be Last from Six Million Issue of 1927…. 
 
HS (27 March 1940) CCC Camp Retention Seen; Closing Date Postponed 15 Days [Burlington] 
 
HT (11 April 1940) Redwood Highway Floral Paradise At This Season—Redwood Empire 
dogwood with its lacy foliage and flowery white blossoms is a beautiful show of mother nature 
along more than 100 miles of Redwood highway in Humboldt and Del Norte counties at this 
season of the year, while other wild flowers of unusual appeal as the California lilac in both blue 
and white blossoms. Beneath the great redwood trees and throughout the vast redwood forests 
there is a veritable blanket of trillium, oxalis and wild violates, each with its distinct blossom and 
beauty which will continue through April and May. [more] 
 
RR (9 May 1940) Building The Redwood Empire….An Epoch of the Adventurous West by 
Clyde Edmondson, General Manager Redwood Empire Association—In the romantic west, an 
Empire is still in the building. It is the “Redwood Empire”—a far-flung area of nine counties 
between and including the City and County of San Francisco, California, and Josephine County, 
Oregon. Each county of the nine is an important and integral part of this far-flung Empire. 
 Builders of this extraordinary Empire include descendants of original pioneer settlers of 
the West. Those “Empire Builders” are adventurous, clear-visioned, courageous and practical 
leaders in the nine Redwood Empire and Bridge District counties. As officers, directors, 
committeemen and members of their non-profit, inter-county, cooperative Redwood Empire 
Association, they give freely of their time, effort, energy, thought and funds without 
compensation, except the satisfaction of accomplishment. 
 Historical Notes. The Redwood Empire Association first came into being in 1920—as the 
“Northbay Counties Association” at a meeting held in Santa Rosa, after the northbay counties 
discovered that they were securing comparatively small State and Federal highway construction 
appropriations, mainly for the reason that the counties were competing each with the other, 
during which controversies, other areas were favored with most of the highway funds. 
 The counties decided to pool their funds, forces and man-power and unite on a point 
cooperative program and support each other, rather than compete each with the other. The 
wisdom and material value of this policy has since been demonstrated in terms of the millions of 
dollars allocated. 
 Originally, many parts of the Empire were comparatively inaccessible. Certainly the 
attractions were practically unknown to the outside public. The region was not even named the 
“Redwood Empire” until 1926, after the association was reorganized and christened “Redwood 
Empire Association,” by its then new general manager. 
 Considerable mileage of the old original roads were narrow, tortuous and often 
impassable. To the north, miles of the original roadbed were puncheon road—redwood logs 
placed laterally along a narrow road bed, used for logging purposes. 
 The Klamath River was then traversable only via a small “raft” ferry, which carried a few 
automobiles across when time and tide permitted. Similar “raft-ferry” accommodated the few 
motorists who traversed what is now known as the Shoreline Highway—near the mouth of the 
Russian River, known as the Markham Ferry. AT that time, motorists traversing the coast road 
(now the Shoreline Highway) had to open and close gates between cow pastures. 
 The Highway Commission was taken in boats to view the east shore of Clear Lake, Lake 
County—where Lake and other Redwood Empire counties desired highway built. The 
Cloverdale-Hopland sector led over the old road—narrow, tortuous, crooked, steep and 
dangerous. To the south, a main highway led over the old Corte Madera grade and the balance of 
highways were considerably below standard. 
 Traffic could only move from San Francisco to Northbay via ferry, although campaign 
was then well under way to bring about construction of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
 These are but a few memorable examples and it would take too much space to describe 
the condition of other highway sectors in counties of the Redwood Empire at that time. 
 Sufficient to say that over $76,600.00 of State and Federal highway appropriations have 
been spent on and allocated to the construction, reconstruction and maintenance of the present 
Redwood Empire system of all-year highways. 
 Difficult engineering obstacles had to be surmounted in the construction of these 
highways, the cost of which on many sectors exceeded $100,000 per mile. Streambeds were 
moved, rock cliffs and mountains were blasted, deep canyo0ns and wide rivers were bridged, 
giant trees were felled and acres of dense forest undergrowth were hewn. 
 It was indeed as Herculean task which the organizers of the Association tackled to insure 
millions of dollars for construction of highways through this massive country, with its 
comparatively sparse population. 
 The Waldo approach to the Golden Gate Bridge, less than four miles in length, cost 
$2,000,000, which appropriation was secured after an intensive campaign lasting many months. 
 Besides being comparatively difficult of access by highway and lacking in transportation 
facilities originally, the region was also comparatively unknown then, in the national and foreign 
tourist field. 
 Men of the Redwood Empire Association were destined to make this Redwood Empire a 
world attraction, commencing in the 1925-26 fiscal year.  
 
RR (13 June 1940) “Avenue of the Giants” Now A State Park—The 400-acre giant redwood 
forest, “Avenue of Giants” located between Garberville and Scotia last week became a part of 
the California State Park system, when the State division of Parks Closed its option for purchase 
of the property. $217,000 paid to the Pacific Lumber Co. [more] 
 
HT (15 June 1940) Deed Filed Here for New Avenue of Giants Grove…. 
 
HT (29 June 1940) Park Board Orders Drury to Map Long-Range Plans 
 
RR (4 July 1940) State Park Commission Will Renew Option on Hartsook Redwood Grove—
Interest in the acquisition of the Hartsook redwood grove as a State Park was expressed last 
Friday by members of the State Park Commission meeting at Hotel Benbow. Commissioner A.L. 
Nelson of Fortuna was instructed to take immediate steps to renew an option for the purchase of 
the grove at a price of $60,000. The existing option expired Friday and the Commission asked 
for a new document protecting the State until the August meeting of the park group. 
 The Commission also instructed Newton B. Drury, investigating officer of the Park 
Commission, to draft a long-range program for the acquisition of new park lands and to list the 
order of priority of each park. Drury was asked to complete this before he assumes his new post 
in August as director of the National Park Service. 
 
RR (25 July 1940) Olson Grove Is A New Attraction For Vacationists—mile north of Dyerville; 
dedicated June 28; part of Avenue of Giants tract of 400 acres [more] 
 
HT (17 Aug. 1940) Avenue of Giants and Mill Creek on Ten-Year Program; New National Park 
Director Urges Larger Share of Oil Drilling Funds be Used to Enlarge Park Now Existing, San 
Diego—Acquisition of $4,000,000 worth of property for the California park system was 
recommended in a 10-year program presented to the park commission today by Newton Drury, 
recently appointed national park director. 
 Completing his association with the commission as investigating agent to assume the new 
post in Washington, Drury drafted a seven-point program for guidance of the commission in the 
next decade….3. completion of purchase already begun in the Mill Creek redwoods and Avenue 
of the Giants…. 
 
RR (2 Nov. 1940) Big Redwood Dedicated in Honor of Samuel Blyth at Dyerville Flat; Blythe 
American writer and prominent member of Save the Redwoods League. 
 
HT (17 Nov. 1940) Save-Redwoods League Now Has Tree Pamphlets—“What do you know 
about the redwoods?” can now be answered from the array of facts concerning these oldest of 
living things, published in pamphlets issued by the Save the Redwoods League. 
 Four such illustrated pamphlets are available, each priced at 10 cents. They are: Trees, 
Shrubs and Flowers of the Redwood Region by Willis L. Jepson; The Story Told By A Fallen 
Redwood by Emanuel Fritz; Redwoods of the Past by Ralph W. Chaney; and A Living Link in 
History by John C. Merriam. [more] 
 
RR (26 Dec. 1940) Forestry In California is Vital Business. 
 
HT (26 Nov. 1940) Dedicate Big Redwood In Honor Of Samuel Blythe—Speaking before a 
small audience in the midst of the Dyerville Flat Sunday afternoon, Irvin S. Cobb, noted 
American author and humorist, dedicated a huge living redwood tree to Samuel G. Blythe, 
American writer and prominent member of the Save the Redwoods League. Park Commissioner 
A.L. Nelson introduced Cobb. [more] 
 
HT (8 Feb. 1941) Redwood Savers Hope to Make Progress this Year—Plans for preserving 
groves of redwoods during 1941 and accomplishments in this conservation work during the past 
year are reviewed in the annual report of the Save the Redwoods League, issued this week. 
 “An auspicious start,” states J.D. Grant, chairman of the board of directors, “has been 
made on the ten-year program sponsored by the league, in co-operation with the California state 
park commission, providing for the completion of two important projects—the preservation of 
additional units in the Mill Creek redwoods in Del Norte county and the Avenue of the Giants, 
north of Dyerville, Humboldt county. 
 “Acquisition of these lands, now under option to the state park commission, will be made 
in successive units over the years, as funds are raised. It is hoped and expected that the State of 
California, as in the past, will appropriate one-half of the funds required. The Save the Redwoods 
League aims to raise the other half.” [more] 
 
HT (9 April 1941) Pioneer John French, age 90, Remains Active. Piercy. 
 
HT (19 June 1941) More Redwoods Are Donated, San Francisco—Save the Redwoods League 
announced…78 acres donated to state park system along Redwood Highway north of Dyerville 
and near Eel river…donated by Mrs. Alan J. Lowrey of San Francisco in memory of her father 
the late Charles Newbold Black, once president of the Market Street Railway in San 
Francisco…. 
 
HT (20 July 1941) Photo Newton B. Drury Visits Redwoods—Visiting in Eureka yesterday was 
Newton B. Drury of Washington, D.C., director of the national park service. He formerly was 
secretary of Save the Redwoods League. Drury was accompanied by Professor Emanuel Fritz of 
the University of California school of forestry. Also in the party were J.C. Sperry, one of the 
founders of the league, and Aubrey Drury, present secretary of the same organization….The 
quartet conferred with Charles F Daly of Eureka, counselor of the league, regarding an 
appropriation for the Avenue of the Giants near Dyerville, which provides an addition to the 
famous redwood state parks of the Redwood Empire. Yesterday the group inspected the redwood 
park areas on this district and of southern Humboldt. 
 
HT (28 Sept. 1941) Huntington Beach—It is illegal to charge admission to state parks, the 
California parks commission was informed today in a formal opinion. State Attorney General 
Earl Warren informed the commission that such charges were unconstitutional. 
 
HT (19 Oct. 1941) Photo—Redwood Highway At Its Colorful Best During Autumn, Writer 
Says….The following description of this cathedral-like grove, republished from Motor Land, 
official publication of the California State Automobile Association, was written by Aubrey 
Drury, author of “California An Intimate Guide.”  
 Redwood forests along the Avenue of the Giants, primeval woodlands becoming ever 
more famous, are attracting motorists in goodly numbers during these mellow fall days…[typo 
makes sentence garbled] At Dyerville, where the South Fork joins the main Eel, are the 
headquarters of Humboldt Redwoods State Park, lying mostly to the south and west. Along the 
highway are many majestic memorial groves and over to the west is the Bull Creek watershed, 
holding what has been termed by far-traveled tree experts, “the world’s finest forest.” …. 
 The first mile of the Avenue of the Giants north of Dyerville has been preserved through 
collaboration of the state park commission and the Save the Redwoods League. By action of the 
recent session of the California legislature the suburb forest area lying to the north will be 
preserved in state ownership, likewise, if the program for enlisting private support to match the 
state appropriation is successful…. 
 
HT (16 Nov. 1941) State to Add Land to Park in Del Norte—The state park commission 
yesterday allocated $26,111 for acquisition of 240 acres to be added to the Mill Creek State Park 
in Del Norte county with Save the Redwoods League to give a like amount. The commission, 
meeting in San Francisco, also voted to purchase for $25,000 a tract of 3000 acres along the 
Redwood Highway in Del Norte county for addition to the Del Norte Coast Park. [info on other 
parks elsewhere] 
 
HT (23 Nov. 1941) Van Duzen State Park Suggested to Save Area from Loggers’ Axes, by Will 
Speegle….Out in the Grizzly Creek area on the Van Duzen river, just south of Strongs Station, 
there is probably the most popular recreational acreage within the confines of Humboldt county. 
Over a period of 50 years, our people have journeyed there in every type of vehicle to spend a 
few hours in the redwood groves…[descriptions] But something has to be done at once or that 
grand outing place will become just another bit of logged over land. For, during all the time we 
have considered the spot as our own, the Holmes-Eureka Lumber Co. has been its legal owner. 
The company has logged up to that piece of land and is ready to put its logging crews into the 
timber and devastate what has been and can continue to be a “thing of beauty and a joy forever.” 
Local people going to state park commission for help. [more] 
 
HS (25 Feb. 1942) Save the Redwoods League Preserves Mill Creek Unit—Success in the 
preservation of a 200-acre unit of the Mill Creek redwoods and plans for the conservation of the 
Avenue of the Giants are told in the annual report of the Save the Redwoods League issued this 
week. 
 “The program of redwood forest preservation in the region of the Avenue of the Giants is 
urgent,” said the report. “It has been realized that the Avenue of the Giants is immediately in the 
path of lumbering operations. Toward the end of 1941, the lumber company owing all of this 
forest not yet acquired for the state park system, commenced logging on about 110 acres in the 
northwest corner of the Avenue of the Giants. 
 “Though the lumber company has shown a cooperative attitude toward the Avenue of the 
Giants conservation project, the fact remains that the Save the Redwoods League has not yet the 
resources to purchase the additional units, and that great efforts should be made to meet this 
critical need. 
 “As destruction of the primitive redwood forest along this stretch of the Redwood 
highway north of High Rock, near Dyerville, would be irreparable, impairing the impressiveness 
of the northern approach to Humboldt Redwoods State Park, it is vital that the Save the 
Redwoods League have the financial aid of collaboration all over America in order to complete 
this prospective project. 
 “The state stands ready to spend up to $50,000 for redwood forest land acquisition in this 
area during the biennium 1941-1943, providing the state money is matched by a like amount 
from other sources.”  
 
HS (6 March 1942) Avenue of the Giants, Preservation by State Urged—Along the Avenue of 
the Giants, Humboldt county, in the redwood forest area yet to be preserved, photo. 
 Preservation of imperiled redwood forests in northwestern California before it is too late 
has been urged in the annual report of the Save the Redwoods League. The league’s report, 
covering accomplishments during 1941, was prepared by the late Joseph D. Grant, chairman of 
the board of directors of the league for 21 years, assisted by Aubrey Drury, administrative 
secretary. 
 Stress was laid by the league on the “human values” of the redwoods. Dr. John C. 
Merriam, league president, was quoted: “In these days when the world is ridden with hate and 
distress, mankind needs more than ever the healing value of contact with nature in its subliminal 
forms, as exemplified by these redwood forests.” Contributions for preservation of the Avenue of 
the Giants are made through the Save the Redwoods League, treasurer Dr. Robert Sproul, 250 
Administration Building, University of California, Berkeley.  
 
HS (12 March 1942) Save the Redwoods League Notes Excellent Progress During 1941. 
 
AU (3 July 1942) Local Azalea Park Fine Addition to State Park System. 
 
AU (22 Oct. 1942) Spokesmen for taxpayers and other groups throughout the Redwood Empire 
are being urged to appear before the State Park Commission at a hearing in Eureka on Oct. 24th 
to express objection against renewal of concessionaire’s lease in Richardson Grove, according to 
E.R. Freyer, Chairman Anti-State Park Commercialization Committee of Redwood Empire 
Association. 
 “This type of governmental competition is unfair to those engaged in similar lines of 
business who depend on cash customer traffic to live and to pay taxes,” Chairman Freyer 
declared in asking all interested parties and groups to appear at the Eureka hearing. 
 
BLA (20 March 1943) The Lizzie H. Glide Memorial Grove has been established through a gift 
by Mrs. C.M. Gothe in memory of her mother, reported in annual report of Save the Redwoods 
League. The grove is in the Avenue of the Giants forest…. 
 
HB (26 March 1943) Grizzly Creek Accepted By State; Now State Park. 
 
HT (2 Jan. 1946) The Redwood Empire Association, which sponsored the lighting of the 
Founders Tree at Dyerville Flat, expects much travel in the redwood area during the coming year 
due to the worldwide broadcast of the lighting which was held on Dec. 21. 
 During the six evenings that the tree was lighted, approximately 1,500 people viewed it, 
according to reports of state park wardens. The number came to the tree in approximately 300 
cars. The register which was maintained at the tree showed people were there from ten of the 48 
states, Ohio, Mass., Oklahoma, Oregon, Michigan, Penn., Colorado, Indiana, Kansas and 
California…. 
 During the evening of the worldwide broadcast, there was no rain for about one hour 
during the period of the ceremony. 
 The illumination was financed by the Pacific Lumber Co., with cooperation of the East 
Electric Power and Light Co. of Weott. Publicity was handled by the Redwood Empire 
Association and the California State Chamber of Commerce, which released stories and articles 
that were published in virtually every important newspaper in North America….[more] 
 
HT (2 Jan. 1946) Radio Station KSFO in San Francisco reports that it has received hundreds of 
letters in appreciation of the worldwide broadcast of the lighting ceremonies at the Founders 
Tree at Dyerville on Dec. 21…. 
 The broadcast, sponsored by the Redwood Empire Association, is hailed by listeners as 
beautiful and impressive, and unique in radio history. A dramatic script by Norman Kramer, 
giving the history of the 364-foot tree since the birth of Christ, as read by Austin Eenger, radio 
personality, and has been highly praised by listeners. The singing of the Humboldt State College 
a cappella choir, directed by Charles E. Fulkerson, also has been acclaimed as of professional 
stature….  
 
HT (24 May 1946) State Park To Be Expanded—The Madison Grant Forest and the Goodwood 
Creek reserve will be added to the Prairie Creek State Park near Orick, according to word 
received yesterday from the State Park Commission…. 
 The Madison Grant area includes 1574 acres. The Goodwood Creek area, purchased by 
the State, was matched in 1945 by the Save the Redwoods League and the Sage Land and 
Lumber Co….about 300 acres. 
 It was also decided to purchase the Nelson Redwoods in Del Norte on Highway 199 and 
the North Bank Redwoods on Smith River…. 
 
HT (28 May 1946) Improvement of Redwood Empire Urged by Rotary Club Speaker—The 
Redwood Empire has before it an era, if properly handled by our people, bids fair to achieve a 
greater importance in activity [speaker Clyde Edmonson, manager REA] 
 “The outlook,” said Edmonson, “is bright. There are millions of people with plenty of 
money to spend who will take to the highways of the nation bent upon seeing our country and 
vacationing in the most attractive portions thereof. We must be alert to attract them by 
advertising of a sort that will compete with the many associations throughout the United States 
that are doing just what we of this area are doing. They are spending millions in publicity to 
draw the patronage of the travelers to their several locations….” 
 He told of the need for spending millions in the improvement of the highways and 
laterals. Many new autocourts and hotels are bound to spring up along the routes where travel 
will be heavy and these new additions to the communities will mean employment of many who 
are now engaged in other pursuits…. 
 There are 37 million people ready to start touring. The outside world must know what we 
have to offer in the way of scenery and comforts or they will go elsewhere. The executive 
committee of the Redwood Empire Association is bending every effort to meet the issue. 
 
HT (25 June 1946) First Sight of Redwoods Gives Author a Thrill—The effect of seeing a 
California redwood for the first time on a man who had visited all the wonders of the world and 
was himself known to millions of Americans is told in the July issue of the Coronet Magazine 
just published. Edwin Way Teale, famous author, drove north through the Redwood Empire last 
year with this man, who had never seen a redwood, but who felt that the giant tree possessed 
what he had never been able to obtain from life—more of life itself. “It stood out sharply,” writes 
Teale, “in the mind of my companion as a symbol of longevity and, in the twilight of his fruitful 
career, he wanted to see it.” 
 The author makes it plain in his article, titled “Cathedral of the Redwoods,” that his 
distinguished companion was not disappointed in his visit to the great redwood groves of the 
Redwood Empire. He writes: 
 “As we walked about among the immense columns—columns that rose through a gray-
green twilight until they disappeared in the clouds of the upper branches—we talked in low 
hushed tones of the simple majesty of the great trees, of their long endurance. There is, as John 
Muir pointed out, a strange air of other days about them…they are life in its most permanent 
form. 
 “My friend looked up at the redwoods for a long time. Then he turned silently and 
walked back across the bridge of planks. Silently he climbed into his long, black car and his 
chauffeur started the engine. We rode for miles without speaking a word.”  
 
HT (20 July 1946) Redwood Forests, Wildflowers Are Described in Book—Redwoods and the 
native flowers of the Redwood region are featured in the new book, “Pacific Coast Ranges,” in a 
chapter by Donald Culross Peattie, noted California nature writer. “Redwoods are a whole world 
in themselves,” he says, “and they reach further south than any other great forest formations of 
the northwest coast.” 
 Of all the trees on the Pacific Coast, in his opinion, the most world-renowned are the 
redwoods—“a unique phenomenon among the wonders of the earth.” Several photographic 
views of redwood groves are among the illustrations of the book…. 
 
HT (27 July 1946) [image of U.S. Air Mail] First Flight Eureka, California—An official cachet, 
marking the inauguration of direct air mail service in Eureka, has been prepared by the United 
States Postal Service….The cachet, pictured above, depicts a typical Humboldt county scene—a 
winding road through a grove of immense redwood trees…. 
 
HT (30 July 1946) Supervisors Voice Opposition to Redwood National Park Bill [Helen 
Gahagan Douglas bill] The Humboldt Board is backed by the Redwood Empire and Supervisors 
Units, an organization of supervisors and commissioners from nine counties, which wrote letters 
to congressman, stating their opposition. 
 The Board feels that the national government should reimburse counties for taxes lost due 
to the federal acquisition of taxable land and should pay taxes to the county. This land is taken 
off the county assessment roll, resulting in reduced assessment and increased tax rate for county 
citizens. 
 The federal government has proposed to pay funds to the county in lieu of taxes, but Fred 
Moore, county clerk and member of the local board, expressed the counter argument that any 
government is paid indirectly by the taxpayers. 
 Humboldt County Board of Supervisors has always taken the stand, Moore stated, in 
favor of private enterprise, often protesting the operation of Richardson and Williams groves, as 
well as other local parks by the State Park System. Government operation competes with private 
enterprise, he said, which must pay taxes.    
 
HT (17 Aug. 1946) Forest Service Making Survey of Redwoods for National Park [long article] 
 
HT (17 Aug. 1946) Forest Service Making Survey of Redwoods for National Park [long article] 
 
HT (26 Aug. 1946) Travel to National Parks Breaks Record for All Time--….the parks this year 
are enjoying record travel and officials expect the tide of tourists to keep up or become even 
greater in 1947. 
 Because of war conditions, practically nothing was done in the way of improvements or 
repairs in the national parks between 1941 and 1946. For the current fiscal year, however, 
Congress made available $18,330,000 to carry on a construction program and authorized the 
Park Service to contract for an additional $2,500,00 of work [more] 
 
HT (14 Sept. 1946) Park Official From Over U.S. To Visit Here—As part of their annual tour 
and convention, about 85 state park officials from all over the nation will visit Eureka Sept. 28. 
The group will dine here after inspecting various state parks in the Redwood Empire. The tour 
will be conducted by Aubrey Drury of San Francisco, an official of the Save the Redwoods 
League. 
 
HT (20 Sept. 1946) Speakers Rap Forest Bill In Local Hearing [Helen Douglas bill] Aubrey 
Drury, secretary of Save the Redwoods League, said in a letter to the supervisors that the 
organization “cannot properly approve the bill.”  
 
HT (24 Sept. 1946) The Pacific Coast pilgrimage of the National Conference on State Parks will 
tour Humboldt county Friday, Saturday and Sunday as part of its visit to the principal park areas 
of California and Oregon. 
 The party of about 100 will stay overnight at Richardson Grove, Hartsook and Benbow 
Thursday and Eureka on Friday night. This year, the National Conference on State Parks has 
accepted the invitation of the California division of Beaches and Parks, the Oregon Division of 
State Parks, the California Conservation Council, the Save the Redwoods League and the 
National Park Service to come to the Pacific coast for the pilgrimage of state parks which was 
planned for 1942 and postponed because of the war…. 
 
HT (26 Sept. 1946) State Park Officials Leave S.F. Friday for Redwood Area Tour—In a 
banquet tonight, the group will be addressed by Joseph R. Knowland, Chairman of the California 
State Park Commission, and Arthur E. Connick, vice-president of Save the Redwoods League, 
from Eureka…about 100 people from 25 states. The group will spend tomorrow night at 
Hartsook’s, Benbow and Richardson’s. A special evening campfire will be held at Richardson’s. 
[more] 
 
HT (27 Sept. 1946) Park Group In County Today—A special program has been planned under 
the auspices of the Save the Redwoods League at Richardson Grove. Ralph W. Chaney, eminent 
scientist from the University of California, is expected to be the principal speaker before an after-
supper campfire gathering. [more] 
 
HT (28 Sept. 1946) Park Group To Tour Country; Here Tonight [long article] 
 
HT (1 March 1947) Empire Begins Tourist Drive, Petaluma—An intensive campaign to draw 
tourists into the Redwood Empire with particular emphasis on California visitors and new 
settlers who come first to southern California, was decided today by the Redwood Empire 
executive committee.  
 Citing heavy tourist travel to the west in 1947, the association will establish vigorous 
representation in the southern part of the state to publicize attractions of the area…. 
 
HT (9 March 1947) Claim Over 2000 Back Plan for Big Lagoon Park—Over 2000 signatures 
have already been placed on the Articles of Association on the Big Lagoon Progressive 
Association, E.S. Mitchell, a leader in the recently-organized group, asserted yesterday. 
 “By affixing their names to the articles, these individuals have expressed their belief that 
the Big Lagoon Recreation Area should be perpetuated as a public park site,” declared the 
Eureka lawyer. Although formerly assured of continuance of a recreation center open to the 
public the owners of the virgin redwood timber surrounding Big Lagoon, the Hammond Lumber 
Co. have reduced the agreement to a 30-day vacation notice upon cabin lessors, Mitchell 
claimed. 
 “The ultimate aim of the Big Lagoon Association is to see the land operated by Humboldt 
County as a park to which all are welcome,” charged Mitchell. Practically every type of outdoor 
recreation is possible in what Mitchell terms “the best natural recreation site in Humboldt 
county.” 
 Mitchell estimated that over 80 cabins now are on the Hammond land, built during the 
period when the tract was owned by the Little River Redwood Co. and jointly administered with 
the County. 
 
HT (25 July 1947) Redwood Forest Bill Disastrous for Coast Area—Warning that passage of the 
Helen Gahagan Douglas bill means the socialization of the Redwood lumber industry with the 
probable eventual socialization of the entire timber industry, J. Stanley Woodman, Arcata 
attorney, yesterday vigorously denounced the measure in an address delivered at the Lions Club 
weekly luncheon in the Hotel Vance. 
 “The Helen Gahagan Douglas bill to create a memorial national park and forest in honor 
of the late Franklin D. Roosevelt is a measure which was created by and introduced at the request 
of the Political Action Committee of the Congress of Industrial Organizations,” Woodman 
declared. “It should be scanned very seriously by those who have the interest of the area at 
heart.” 
 Pointing out that the federal government already owns 46% of the timber resources of the 
State of California, Woodman declared that the formation of the memorial forest, consisting of 
more than two million acres, would increase the federal holdings to 69% in California, 
appropriating 95% of the timbered area of Del Norte County and 75% in Humboldt. 
 The former Naval commander explained that under the bill, 25 million dollars a year for 
five years would be expended by the government on the purchase of lands for the memorial 
forest. 
 “But the appraisal of that land for purchase by the United States will not be set by local 
appraisers, who know the value of timber,” said Woodman. “Instead it will be set by appraisers 
from Washing, appointed by the Interior Department. 
 Woodman expressed the belief that passage of the bill not only would seriously cripple 
the lumber industry, but would likewise jeopardize the entire cattle and sheep industry along the 
redwood coast of Del Norte, Humboldt and Mendocino. 
 
HT (30 July 1947) Humboldt State Park Work Set, Sacramento—Nine residences and eight 
garages costing $107,350 will be built in five Humboldt county state parks and in a Shasta 
county state park, the State Department of Public Works announced yesterday. 
 The construction contract was awarded yesterday to the Litchfield Construction Co., San 
Rafael. 
 The Humboldt County State Parks where the improvements are to be situated are 
Richardson Grove, Williams Grove, Van Duzen, Patrick’s Point and Prairie Creek State Parks. 
 
HT (30 July 1947) Baby Redwoods Popular Gift; Now World Wide— 
 
HT (17 Aug. 1947) San Francisco—Purchase of about five acres to add to Stephens Grove in 
Humboldt Redwood State Park was authorized by the State Park Commission here. The acreage 
is to be purchased under a $200,000 legislative grant to round out 20 state parks by small 
additions. The Humboldt purchase will provide a water supply for Humboldt Redwood State 
Park. 
 
HT (25 Sept. 1947) At the annual meeting of the Council of Save the Redwoods League, Duncan 
McDuffie of Berkeley, widely-known civic leader and conservationists, was elected president of 
the league. The Board of Directors elected are: Ralph W. Chaney, William E. Colby, Arthur E. 
Connick (vice-president), Norman Livermore, Duncan McDuffie, Walter Starr and Frank W. 
Wentworth. Aubrey Drury is the administrative secretary. [more]  
 
DNT (31 Oct. 1947) Park Commission Ok’s Prairie Creek Matching Funds  
 
BLA (8 Nov. 1947) The State has authorized the purchase of 160 additional acres at Prairie 
Creek State Park and the construction of rental cabins, the State Park Commission announced. 
 The new addition is along the James Irvine Trail in the deep redwoods adjacent to Prairie 
Creek park for which matching funds have been authorized to go with the Save the Redwoods 
League funds, which were given to the league by the late James Irvine of Orange county. 
 Construction of new cabins in the Prairie Creek park is an authorized item in the 
Commission’s budget for the fiscal year. 
 
  
  
RR (13 May 1948) State Parks Open For 1948—Park rangers of California’s extensive State 
Park System soon will be ready to hang out the “welcome” sign to an anticipated record-
breaking number of visitors for the 1948 vacation season. 
 Humboldt county—Prairie Creek Redwoods, 45 camps and 6 cabins, May 15 with 25 
new camps ready July 1; Patrick’s Point, 22 camps, May 16 with 22 new camps ready July 1; 
Van Duzen Redwoods, 24 camps, July 1; Burlington Campground, 26 camps, July 1; Williams 
Grove, 100 camps, May 15; Richardson Grove, 150 campsites, 20 tent cabins, May 15 (lodge 
and hotel cabins open now); Stephens Grove, 30 camps, June 15 with 12 new camps July 15…. 
 Camping in major parks and beaches of the California Park System during peak summer 
periods will be restricted to two weeks….new policy has been made necessary by the 
tremendous increase in volume of attendance at State Parks…. 
 
RR (7 Oct. 1948) Resort Owners Voice Protest—On Monday evening, Oct. 4, a meeting of 
approximately 40 businessmen from along the Redwood Highway from Tan Oak Park north to 
Cook’s Valley was held at Grundy’s a popular resort 26 miles north of Laytonville…. 
 The meeting was called by Mr. Ed Freyer of Devoy Grove, Piercy, who is president of 
the motor court unit of the Redwood Empire Association. The purpose of the meeting was to 
inform all businessmen of the Redwood area of the grave danger they face from the proposed 
commercialization of the state-owned parks by the California Division of Beaches and Parks. 
 This was the first of a series of meetings which are to be held throughout the Redwood 
Empire for the purpose of mobilizing businessmen to defend themselves from unfair competition 
by the State. Mr. Freyer pointed out in his message that the State Division of Beaches and Parks 
had promised several years ago not to build anymore cabins in the State Parks.  [matter discussed 
and resolutions passed at recent REA convention] 
 
 
RR (25 Nov. 1948) No Cabins Or Concessions Is Decision of State Park Commission—The 
State Park Commission at its meeting in San Francisco last Friday reaffirmed its policy of 
erecting no cabins or concession buildings in any of the State’s parks, wherever private financed 
facilities of adequate standard exists in the immediate vicinity. The Commissioners went even 
further. They formally agreed that five cabins now under lease to private individuals in the 
Prairie Creek State Park, Humboldt county, will be torn down upon expiration of leases and not 
replaced. 
 Occasion of the Commissioner’s action was the appearance before it of some 75 
Redwood Empire resort owners, county supervisors, and other officials, representatives of 
granges, chambers of commerce and REA officers and affiliated units. Leader of the delegation 
was Albert F. Beecher, president of the REA, protesting a possible expenditure of state funds to 
construct new cabins and concessionaire structures in Prairie Creek Park. 
 In accordance with a previous policy of the Commission established in 1945, the State 
will not build such structures in competition with adequate private individuals in the region of 
any park . [long list of person who spoke] 
 On their part, resort owners in attendance agreed to continue their program of 
maintaining high standards of cleanliness, accommodation and reasonable price scales in private 
wayside facilities in the Empire. 
 
DNT (26 Nov. 1948) Park Commission Will Not Compete with Private Resorts—The State Park 
Commission assured the resort owners of Northern California that the Commission did not 
intend to compete with private resort interests at a hearing held in San Francisco. 
 More than 75 representatives from resort and hotel interests all over Northern California 
appeared before the Commission to protest the building of ten cabins in Prairie Creek State Park 
at a cost of $50,000 to be leased by the state for concessions. [more] 
 
RR (20 Jan. 1949) Now is the time for all good Redwood Empire citizens to come forward with 
everything they have to oppose the Helen Gahagan [Douglas] bill which would create a 
memorial to the late FDR by converting a large portion of Humboldt, Del Norte and Mendocino 
counties to a national forest….Would confiscate nearly every bit of redwood timber in the three 
counties and bring all property owners and business operators in that area under federal dictation. 
 
AU (11 Feb. 1949) State Earmarks Money for Parks, Sacramento—Gov. Warren’s budget for the 
fiscal year 1949-50 asks $4,593,792 capital outlay expenditures for state beaches and parks. 
Items in the budget affect Humboldt county areas… 
 Humboldt Redwoods—water system and supply $100; fencing $1500. 
 Stephens Grove Area—Sewage disposal $3000; water supply $2000; grading and 
landscaping $1500; residence and garage $14,000; combination building $8000; diversion dams 
$1500; fencing $500. 
 Williams Grove Area—Fencing %100; tent platforms $250. 
 Patrick’s Point—Picnic camp and trail units $2000; water supply $4000; roads and 
parking $1000; power supply $1000; fencing $1500; campfire circle $1000. 
 Prairie Creek Redwoods—Comfort station $2000; sewage disposal $1000; picnic and 
camp units $3500; power lnes $1000; water supply $1000; tent platforms $250. 
 Van Duzen State Park—Comfort station $1000; picnic and camp units $1000; trails $500; 
fences $250; campfire circle $1000. 
 Dry Lagoon Beach—Roads and parking $3000; fencing $1000. 
 
RR (7 April 1949) Opposition to Fight Park Bill Organized—Helen Douglas Bill. 116-30 miles 
wide strip running 250 miles through Humboldt Del Norte, Mendocino and Sonoma counties, the 
redwood region. 
 
HT (19 June 1949) Richardson’s Grove Offers Charm of Redwoods. By George Beshore, photos, 
but poor. 
 
AU (5 Aug. 1949) Patrick’s Point Park Offers Full Accommodations—Following a period of 
several weeks during which camping and picnicking facilities were curtailed by construction 
activities, Patrick’s Point State Park again offers full accommodations, it is announced by James 
P. Tryner, Ranger. 
 In addition to the facilities in use last year, the park now features increased and improved 
sanitary units. The water system has been completely rebuilt and the lines extended to include all 
new areas. Several new camp sites have been added and all old equipment on the camp ground 
has been replaced with up-to-date stoves, tables and cupboards. There are ten new picnic sites, 
each complete with a rock stove and table.  
 
HT (7 Aug. 1949) State Redwood Parks—Democracy at Work for All; Forests and Streams 
Offer Relaxation and Recreation. By Chet Schwarzkopt. Seven Photos, including the Dyerville 
headquarters and modern park ranger’s house. 
 Everyone in Northern California knows—or has heard of—Dyerville. Many of us, 
however, thought of it only as some sort of a government ranger station having to do with state 
parks, and let it go at that—outside of nothing that it is located at the confluence of Eel river with 
the south fork; which is a good fishing spot,, surrounded by towering redwoods. 
 Let’s step in and learn what goes on at Dyerville. The clean-cut homes and administration 
building look inviting. And there is always a swarm of tourists pulling in to get maps and 
information. It is a busy place these mid-summer days. 
 A courteous spoken lady refers you to Assistant Superintendent Llewellyn Griffith, and 
you meet a dynamic, keen-eyed man who is deeply interested in redwood parks, and who is a 
wellspring of information. He invites you to sit down and you both light up. 
 “This station is a part of what is known as the Division of Parks and Beaches,” he 
explains. “It is headquarters for the state park system of all Northwestern California—from the 
Oregon line to northern Mendocino county, which includes a very valuable redwood area. 
 “In fact,” he continues, “the valuation of the redwood state parks in California’s 
northwest is just over $7,000,000—against a total valuation of all California state parks of 
$22,000,000. So you can get an idea, from that, what we have here.” 
 Superintendent of the Dyerville headquarters is Mr. E.P. French, you learn; while Edgar 
Nash is chief ranger, and Brooking Tatum, naturalist. Obviously, these men are handling a big 
job at Dyerville—and just as obviously, they are interested heart and soul in what they are doing.  
 What Redwood Parks Mean. “The California state redwood parks belong to the people, 
and it’s our job to see that the people get the most out of their great heritage here,” Mr. Griffith 
continues. “In case it interests you, we are under the California Department of Natural 
Resources, and our division has six branches scattered throughout the state—of which Dyerville 
is one. 
 “The Division of Parks and Beaches was started in 1927 by Governor C.C. Young, and 
has beaches, historical monuments, and deserts—as well as redwood forests—under its 
jurisdiction. We also have the Calaveras redwood park in the high Sierra, and are restoring the 
old gold rush town of Columbia to its original state and the gold discovery site at Marshall’s 
monument 
 “But you are interested primarily in redwoods. Our parks are acquired by matching funds 
with individuals and organizations. The people voted a $6,000,000 bond issue in 1928 for that 
purpose, and the state will put up dollar for dollar to purchase redwood groves. 
 “Our division recently has acquired additional forests at Mill creek, along the Smith river, 
and Prairie creek, and more are being considered. We now have over 86,000 acres of 
redwoods—while the whole state park system has 500,000. So we are doing all right. 
 “And—we are pleased to say—the attendance in the redwood parks in the northwest has 
been 80 per cent higher than last year.” 
 Facts about Redwoods. Assistant Superintendent Griffith knows his redwoods—although 
he modestly disclaims credit, saying he put in most of his 25 years state service in the beach 
division and only about a year and a half in Humboldt. “Redwoods are one of the most efficient 
living things,” he states, warming to his subject “They resist disease, fire, and insects to a 
phenomenal degree. 
 “For instance—pine trees are vastly more vulnerable to fire than redwoods, as you know. 
And yet their losses to insect killers are six times as high as their losses to fires. That will give 
you an idea of the redwood superiority. 
 “In fact, the sequoia is one of earth’s masterpieces. It is also one of the oldest species, 
dating back 100,000,000 years—long before mankind got its start. Redwood fossils have een 
found all over the earth, and some date back to the age of reptiles. 
 There have been great climatic changes on our earth during the sequoias’ time, for 
petrified specimens have been found in such places as Greenland and Spitzbergen. And the sol-
called Queen or the Forest, at Calistoga, is a fossilized sequoia gigantea—that’s the high Sierra 
species—showing these once lived along the coast. That tree is estimated at 6,000,000 years of 
age. 
 “Another thing—no sequoia or redwood ever dies of old age. They die of over-growth, 
toppling over finally when their shallow root system no longer can hold them against winds and 
weather. 
 “The vitality of redwoods is amazing. They will continue to live after their heart wood 
has been burned out by fire, and only a hollow shell remains. Not only will they live, but 
continue to grow as Nature patches the internal damage. Our coast redwood, or sequoia 
sempervirens, will start either from its cone, or shoot. But the high Sierra redwood—sequoia 
gigantean—will start from its cone only. Both the coastal and Sierra redwoods are the last stand 
of their species in any amount, on earth. And once upon a time, they were one of earth’s most 
abundant trees. 
 “And that gets us to the heart of the matter. The redwoods are one of California’s greatest 
assets. There are so few left now. To save the remainder, we need the backing of public opinion, 
and more funds to buy additional forests. In other words, the redwoods need more friends to 
offset the attacks of predatory people who would even take away the state parks, were it possible. 
I am no sentimentalist, but this is the redwoods’ last stand. And it is up to ourselves—you and 
me, the people—to preserve a reasonable amount of them forever, if possible.” 
 Park Employees Jobs. There are six district employees at Dyerville headquarters, you are 
told; while others are scattered in varying amounts over the entire park system from Mill creek’s 
three to Richardson Grove’s six. In between are four at Prairie creek, three at Patrick’s Point, and 
two each at Van Duzen state park, Williams Grove, Stephens Grove, and the new Hickey Grove 
park.  
 All of these places have camping and trailer facilities for the public, and it is the duty of 
the assistant and deputy rangers there to see that the premises are kept up, and that visitors are 
given every service and courtesy. It is especially stressed that every effort be made at all times to 
build up good will between the public—who owns the forest-parks—and the men in park 
service. 
 All of the ranger jobs, as well as office and supervisory personnel, are under civil service. 
The state provides excellent homes for its park rangers, with utilities furnished, and a very low 
rental deducted from their monthly paychecks. 
 “Griff,” as the assistant superintendent is known to his friends, is especially proud of his 
division’s personnel, and the spirit of the organization. “Why, our state employees are preparing 
an exhibit of Redwood Empire flora for the county fair at Ferndale,” he states,” and they are 
doing the whole job on their own time. They figure it will help build up good will locally.” 
 In charge of the Ferndale fair exhibit is Ranger Ray Nelson of Prairie Creek state park—
ably assisted by Mrs. Gladys Watson, of the Dyerville office, in whose care is a virtual museum 
of flora, as well as a rare specimen of the Dawn redwood from China. 
 Meet the Naturalist. And now, the obliging M. Griffith has to leave on business, so you 
are introduced to Naturalist Brooking Tatum, a scholarly and positive-spoken man, who is “on 
loan,” to the division for the summer months. Among other things, it’s “Brook” Tatum’s job to 
answer questions on all flora in this region. He has found it a help to show color slides to fire 
circles at the various parks in the evening, when visitors and campers gather’ round. 
 Brooking also conducts nature tours every Tuesday afternoon from Dyerville to the great 
grove at Bull Creek Flat. In this connection, he keeps bulletins posted at all park headquarters in 
the redwood area, so that people will know in advance about the tours. 
 “Those tours, as well as the slide lectures, add to everyone’s knowledge,” Brook says. 
“Our great job is to bring conservation to the fore, and impress it upon the visitors’ minds. And 
what better place to accomplish such an end than among the redwoods? We have got to keep 
everlastingly at it in the schools, as well—but that’s another branch of this work. It is a mass 
proposition. 
 “Your forest here is a direct result of many factors—soil, climate, micro-organisms,” and 
nature’s balance. It is our job to preserve that entity as much as present knowledge will permit 
 “For instance==everyone knows the redwoods are here. What they may not know is some 
of the other flora. In this immediate area we have California laurel, big leaf maple, tan oak, alder, 
madrone, Douglas fir huckleberry, woodwardia and bracken sword fern, lady fern, deer fern, 
five-finger maidenhair, fairy lantern, fairy bel, fat and slim Solomon’s, clintonia, mountain iris, 
redwood sorrel, sugar scoop, elk clover, redwood and tiger lilies…and the list I’ve given you is 
far from complete. This countryside is literally a naturalist’s paradise. No wonder they named it 
after von Humboldt, the world-famed nature scholar. 
 “And by the way,” he adds, “Mrs. Watson has a very complete exhibit of the smaller 
flora at the Dyerville museum. By all means, check it over, for everything is labeled. That is an 
education in native plants, right there.” 
 Tatum, you lean, is engaged in a long-time study of Pacific coast flora and supplies 
schools and college, as well as interested organizations, with color pictures and data as 
requested. An expert photographer, he does his own work, and has numbers of pictures on 
exhibition at Dyerville, along with the living flora. 
 A Visit to Camp Parks. Brook volunteers to take you through a couple of nearby camps 
and parks, so you drop into Burlington campground first. Here is a beautiful setting, in charge of 
ranger Jack Kent. Nine acres are already in use, and the state has just purchased another acreage 
adjoining it, into which roads are being built. All facilities are provided, and each camper, or 
trailer, has a big stove, table foresight, and a commodious cupboard. Needless to say, all of 
Burlington’s 25 camping units are taken. 
 Next, you drop into Williams Grove, a 60-acre woodland that adjoins the south fork of 
Eel river, and has a huge natural swimming pool. Ranger in charge is Ralph Banfill, with Bill 
Meyers, deputy; and Naturalist Milton Frinks. There are 100 campsites, and 25 picnic sites 
here—set amid a primeval Elysium, whose like is nowhere else on earth. Here you see a sample 
of the Redwood Empire at its best, and you and see Brook is impress with it also—despite the 
fact that he works in just such a setting himself. 
 “This is just a sample of what the state has to offer in any and all of its redwood parks 
along the north coast,” he says, explaining an unusual fern he has picked. “Take Prairie creek 
park for an example—you have over 50 miles of trails, and 8,000 acres at your disposal, as well 
as an ample supply of cabins and sites. 
 “And Mill creek park, along Smith river, has another 8,000 acres, with all facilities in one 
of the finest stands of redwood on earth. There are others to the north, too, like Dry Lagoon 
beach and Patrick’s Point, and others. 
 “We are in one of the Humboldt Redwoods State Parks, here. Believe it or not, there are 
over 21,000 acres in this series that runs from Dyerville south to the Mendocino line—and most 
of it lies along the river. Much of it is in memorial groves, where there are no camping facilities, 
yet. But Richardson’s and Stephen’s groves are famed camping places, as you, of course know. 
They have stores, dance pavilions, swimming, and fireside gatherings. Everything possible is 
being done to achieve an ideal. 
 “Point about all this is that these parks belong to the people; and the division wants the 
people to get all the benefit and pleasure possible out of them…as well as maybe learn a few 
angles about the out-of-doors and conservation. 
 “That what we’re all working for—and I’ll say that the department heads, and everyone 
associated with them, are doing a bang-up fine job. This service has a spirit that’s hard to bear. 
 “In the final analysis, this IS democracy. It’s your government of, by, and for the 
people—for the common good. And if that be preaching, make the most of it!” 
   
 
AU (28 Oct. 1949) Water Systems for Four Parks Now Completed—Installation of water 
systems in four state parks has been completed by the Arcata Pump and Electric Company, 
Anthony Pialorsi announced. Running water is now available near every camp site in Edward 
Hickey, Burlington, Patrick’s Point and Prairie Creek. 
 Prairie Creek, Patrick’s Point and Edward Hickey parks also have new combination 
buildings which include comfort stations and wash rooms. 
 
 
 
HT (17 May 1950) Vacation Guide; State Redwood Parks Offer Scene of Beauty in Humboldt 
Area—Lovers of the out-of-doors come from all parts of the world to linger in the ancient 
redwood forests of California’s northern coastal area. To accommodate these travelers and 
vacationists in reasonable comfort and safety and to provide maximum protection to the giant 
trees, the California Division of Beaches and Parks has created park centers for those who wish 
to remain in the area for an extended period. 
 Major unit of the northern redwood state parks is the Humboldt Redwood State Park, 
extending from near the southern boundary of Humboldt county on the Redwood Highway, north 
to the Avenue of the Giants near Dyerville. This area includes approximately 21,232 acres of 
virgin redwood forest. 
 In all, the State division of Beaches and Parks, with the close cooperation of the Save the 
Redwoods League, has preserved for the world approximately 60,000 acres of redwood forests. 
Park centers, equipped for public service, include the following: 
 Richardson Grove. 2-6 miles north of San Francisco on the Redwood Highway (U.S. 
101). Facilities include 150 individual campsites, a spacious picnic area, an outdoor theatre with 
nightly programs from June to early September, a dance pavilion, an excellent sandy beach and 
swimming pool on the South Fork of Eel River, 10 miles of hiking trails, an interesting Fallen 
Redwood Tree exhibit, including a section of the oldest coast redwood, 2200 years, and a natural 
history museum. A state naturalist conducts trail walks during the summer. 
 Overnight cabins and housekeeping tent0cabins are available. Also available is a grocery 
store, a public dining room, a soda fountain and lunch counter, a redwood novelty and postcard 
studio, and provision for daily general delivery mail service. The post office is Richardson 
Grove. 
 [more on Stephens Grove, Williams Grove, Burlington Campground, Dyerville 
Headquarters, Patrick’s Point, Van Duzen, Prairie Creek and Mill Creek] 
 
HT (21 May 1950) Patrick’s Point Park Offers a Wonderland of Nature, by George Beshore. 
Photos, including State Park Ranger. Friendly James P. Tryner, ranger in charge of the park, is to 
be seen at the window for registering visitors. Photos. 
 
HT (2 July 1950) Humboldt Azalea Reserve—State Park in Miniature. By Andrew Genzoli. 
Photos. 
 
HT (23 July 1950) Humboldt County’s Redwood Parks; Richardson Grove Among Oldest of 
Still Among Best Tourist Attractions. By Marguerite Ross Davy, HT correspondent, Richardson 
Grove, July 8—There were no highways through this section at that time in 1902 when Percy 
French first visited what was then the forest land owned by a man named Reed, so far as he can 
recall.  
 French had to come in on horseback as there wasn’t even a wagon road to begin with. It 
took all day to go from Garberville to Richardson’s Grove in those days. Travel was over the 
mountains, following the trail of least resistance, and there were no river trails. Some were old 
government trails left by the soldiers who were in here at one time. Others, though no Indian 
villages were ever found, due to the fact that undergrowth had grown over any revealing axe 
marks, were undoubtedly old Indian trails going through the mountains. 
 After ownership of Dewy [Devoy] and Freeman interests, the State of California 
purchased Richardson’s Grove, naming it for Governor Richardson, not a park man, nor a lover 
of the redwoods, but due the honor nevertheless. 
 The State started camp fires that have been a sort of tradition of the parks ever since, 
building up from a few benches to the large circle it is today. 
 Percy French, who was born in Guerneville in Sonoma County and got his schooling in 
the woods, says that several years ago the grove was restricted to a limited number of camps, 
which was 150. He says, “The only destruction of redwood is by man. Earthquakes, fire, floods 
and everything is just nature’s way of pruning out, but the actual destruction of redwoods has 
been by mankind.” 
 Prevent Trampling. He explains that redwoods have no tap roots. They feed from a few 
inches from the surface of the ground, within the circumference of the tree itself, spread in a 
circle, and so the trampling by either animals or people will eventually kill them. 
 Redwood Parks need to be taken care of just like a garden, according to French. 
 French was born in 1882 and learned the woods from his father, John H. French, who 
took a contract for The Pacific Lumber Company to put logs on cars to go to the mills at Scotia. 
He remembers way back in 1890, feeding the oxen which made up lumbering teams. 
 He learned to cruise and cut timber from his father, and remembers how his father saved 
the first tree to be preserved for future generations in Guerneville. Several law suits were started 
over the tree and all around it is now second growth, but the original old tree still stands despite 
the will of man to the contrary. 
 The first warden under the State Division of Forestry was Glen Thompson who now lives 
in San Rafael. There were no state parks up until the year 1928, so Richardson’s Grove was 
under forest division until that date. 
 In 1931 Emery J. MacLaughlin [McLaughlin] went in, to be followed after about four 
years by Jack Fleckenstein. William Kenyon was next, then Fleckenstein was back again, then E. 
Garland Gray followed him and finally Henry W. Saddler, who came in to Richardson’s Grove 
with his wife in April 1943 and is now Chief Ranger.  
 [photo of Percy French, Superintendent of the Northern District of the State Division of 
Beaches and Parks] 
 Wildlife Scene—At one time, wildlife in the Grove was prevalent, but it has mostly died 
out through the years. When Percy French first cruised through Richardson Grove, there were elk 
in abundance, black tailed deer, panther, bear, raccoons flying squirrels, hoot owls, long-eared 
owls, barn owls and occasionally a white owl and other small animals. Dozens of elk horn were 
found during the years of cruising between 1902 and 1910, but about ten years ago the last one 
was found…. 
 Raccoons will clean up after campers have left things in their stoves, too, and make a 
terrible mess for the rangers to clean up. Dogs and cats are not allowed to live in the park, though 
they may stay in the day time on leash. Mrs. Saddler, herself a lover of wildlife, watched one day 
while a mother pine squirrel carried two of its little ones, one by one, from one tree to another. 
The baby’s feet were wrapped around the mother and she carried it upside down, just the 
opposite to the way a cat holds its young. 
 Tree Oddity. The Richardson Grove “Windfall” tree now lies close to where it originally 
fell. According to Emanuel Fritz, Association Professor of Forestry, University of California, this 
tree fell at 5:30 a.m. on March 13, 1933, after the ground had been softened by heavy rains. It 
had been leaning to the north for a number of years and just prior to its fall was 40 feet out of 
plumb. Evidently the root system was weakened by partial killing as the result of fires, although 
this was not likely the sole cause of the lean. The major fire scar measures approximately 13 feet 
along the circumference. This wound was healing over from each side. On the east side, this tree 
was building new tissue very rapidly to form a buttress. Such buttresses are not uncommon in 
redwood but in this case the wound was too large and the tree too heavy for an adequate buttress 
to be formed soon enough. The last severe fire occurred in 1920. 
 Scars indicate fires to have occurred in the years 1147, 1695, 1789, 1806, and 1820. The 
larger ring shake developed along the line of 1147A.D. fire scar. 
 As this tree fell, it pulled up with it a buried portion of its own trunk. The subsurface 
trunk is clearly not a tap root. When the tree started as a seedling, perhaps between 675 and 700 
A.D., the ground level of the grove was about 11 feet lower than it is at present. 
 Besides the beauty of the trees at Richardson’s Grove, the natural swimming hole at the 
river there is another of nature’s wonder spots with is backdrop of deeply wooded forest growth 
untouched by the ax of man in his awful anxiety to acquire worldly possessions at the expense of 
nature’s scenery.  
 
HT (5 May 1951) Park Grazing Rule Reversed, San Francisco—The California State Park 
Commission today reversed a previous decision to reduce and restrict the grazing of livestock on 
two state parks in Del Norte and Humboldt counties. [granted 1 year renewals to Miss Miriam 
Reedisill of Requa to graze cattle on 150 acres of Del Norte State Park adjoining her ranch, and 
G.K. Guy, 740 acres of Dry Lagoon State Park] Commission Chairman Joseph R. Knowland 
explained that the basis of grazing permits in the state parks is the need for reduction of fire 
hazards—in other words, to prevent the accumulation of dry and dead grass on state park lands… 
 
HT (24 May 1951) Vacation Edition—Northern Coast Abounds in Scenic State Park Areas; 
Varied Scenes Enshrined for All Time in Park System; Redwoods, Beaches, Camping Areas 
Easily Accessible. By Matthew Rice. [long article] 
 Richardson Grove—206 miles north of San Francisco on the Redwood Highway, has 
facilities for 150 individual camp sites, a spacious picnic area, an outdoor theatre with nightly 
programs from June to September, a dance pavilion, a sandy beach and swimming pool on the 
South Fork Eel River. 
 There are 10 miles of hiking trails, an interesting fallen redwood tree exhibit, including a 
section of the oldest known coast redwood, and a natural history museum. A state naturalist 
conducts trail walks during the summer season. 
 Overnight cabins and housekeeping tent cabins are provided. Available are a grocery 
store, a public dining room, a soda fountain, and lunch counter, a redwood novelty and postcard 
studio, and daily general delivery mail services. San Francisco-Eureka bus service passes daily, 
stopping on demand. 
 Stephens Grove, Williams Grove, Burlington Campground, Dyerville Headquarters, Bull 
Creek Forest, Patrick’s Point State Park, Van Duzen Redwoods, and Prairie Creek Redwoods 
[short descriptions for each]. 
 
HT (4 July 1951) Orick—Numerous state and forestry officials will be on hand at Prairie Creek 
State Park Wednesday to observe the dedication of a grove of redwoods in honor of Dr. C.A. 
Schenek, founder of the first forestry school in the United States. The grove is being established 
through the Save the Redwoods League, made possible by contributions from Biltmore Forest 
School alumni. The school was founded by Schenek at Biltmore, N.C. in 1898… 
 
HT (28 Oct. 1951) Growing pressure for widening of northern California’s redwood highway to 
four lanes brought an appeal from the State Park Commission today for an alternate solution to 
the traffic problem….proposed work between Phillipsville and High Rock, would cut into Lane 
and Alexander groves. 
 
 
 
RR (21 Feb. 1952) $40,000 Slated for Whittemore Grove Hiway Improvement--…amount to 
Division of Beaches and Parks for widening and improvement of main road through Whittemore 
Grove State Park in Humboldt county. Last year the Chamber of Commerce sent photographs of 
the dangerous section to the office of the Governor and also conducted an inspection party from 
the division of Beaches and Parks, headed by Newton Drury, through the winding and narrow 
roadway. At that time, permission to remove several redwood trees to allow widening of the road 
was secured. The highway through Whittemore Grove has been especially hazardous in recent 
years due to its one-lane width in many places and increased automobile and logging truck 
traffic. 
 
RR (9 May 1940) Fifth Anniversary and Vacation Season Opening Edition of the Redwood 
Record 
Knapps’ Is Most Popular in Entire Redwood Empire; opened in 1925 by Dwight and Grave 
Knapp [more] 
Redway Lodge Is Real Home for Redwood Empire Vacationists 
Devoy Camp Is In Beautiful 1000-acre Grove on the Redwood Highway, 11 miles south of 
Garberville, Devoy’s Redwood Grove will be found by tourists nestled in 1000 acres of gigantic 
redwoods and on the banks of the South Fork of the Eel River. Owned and operated by Mr. and 
Mrs. E.R. Freyer, Devoy’s is modern in every respect and the Freyers have spent the entire 
winter remodeling and renovating their cabins, getting in readiness for the tourist season, now 
well on its way. The resort is a popular one among past visitors to this section, many of whom 
spend their entire summer vacation with Freyer, year after year. While at Devoy’s the Freyers 
make it a point to make your stay a pleasant one, and they are excellent people to meet. Mr. 
Freyer is president of the Garberville Chamber of Commerce and an ardent booster for the 
Redwood Empire. 
Burrills Redwood Terrace—22 miles south of Garberville, 51 miles north of Willits, 12 modern 
housekeeping cabins on Eel. The most photographer rest room in the world.  
Accommodations DELuxe Available at Hotel Benbow 
Redway Homesties Soon to see Influx of Gay Vacationists [more] 
Bell Glen Redwood Camp 
Lancing Inn 
 More 
 
HT (21 May 1952) Vacation Special. Camping Facilities Unexcelled in State Parks of Region—
[information on Richardson Grove, Stephens Grove, Williams Grove, Burlington Campground, 
Van Duzen, Patrick’s Point and Prairie Creek. 
  
HT (4 June 1952) Discusses Local Park Planning—A discussion involving Humboldt County’s 
master plan for acquisition of beach property for park purposes, recommended by the county 
planning commission and approved by the supervisors, was held last night by officials in the 
Eureka Chamber of Commerce office. 
 Taking part in the talks were Newton B. Drury, Chief of the State Division of Beaches 
and Parks; Everett E. Powell, State Land Planning Board; E.P. French, District Superintendent of 
State Parks in the redwood district; and Nelson Bowles, county planning commission. 
 Drury and Powell are on an inspection tour of state parks and beaches. Drury said that the 
state is anxious to determine “how far Humboldt County wants to go on beach acquisition.”  
 
RR (5 June 1952) State Park Camps Ready for Season—The campgrounds and facilities of all 
State Parks in northern Mendocino, Humboldt and Del Norte counties have now been readied for 
the summer season. 
 Rules applicable to camping. Inasmuch as State Parks and Beaches are recreational areas 
for the enjoyment of the greatest possible number, the time limit for occupancy of the individual 
beach or park camping unit is based upon regulations for the particular area. These time limits 
are established by the Park Commission or its duly authorized representative. 
 Edward R. Hickey State Park, Mendocino, 14 days 
 Richardson Grove State Park, Humboldt 10 days 
 Stephens Grove State Park, 15 days 
 Williams Grove State Park, 15 days 
 Burlington Campground State Park, 15 days 
 Grizzly Creek Redwoods State Park, 15 days 
 Patrick’s Point State Park, 15 days 
 Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park, 15 days 
 Jedediah Smith State Park, 15 days 
 
HT (29 June 1952) feature article with photos. National Tribute Grove In Del Norte Rose from 
Idea into a Great Memorial…on Mill Creek….Aubrey Drury, in “American Forests” May 1945 
had this to say of the National Tribute, “The grandeur and beauty of the individual redwood giant 
has been abundantly praised—its stately poise, its fluted ‘wine-red shaft,’ its graceful foliage so 
high above the ground, yet much remains to be said and written about the vast redwood forest, 
made up of such titan trees in massed formation, acre beyond acre, and truly here ‘a forest does 
not consist of trees alone,’ for the redwoods are companioned by lesser growth, shrubs and 
flowers and high ferns in luxuriant profusion, often prolific beyond belief….” 
 Of the park, Aubrey Drury also wrote: “Countless thousands will come here, down the 
years, to pay homage. Parents, kindred, children, travelers from afar—and members of the armed 
services, some among them the very ones whom the grove honors—all of these shall come to 
wander and wander in this primal forest wilderness….”[more] 
 
HT (20 July 1952) Feature article/photos. Bolling Grove Pioneered Way for Giant Redwood 
Preserves by Andrew Genzoli. 
 
HT (3 Aug. 1952) Feature article/photos. Traditional Beauty Found in Federation, Whittemore 
Groves by Andrew Genzoli 
 
HT (15 Aug. 1952) Redwood Grove Dedicated by Rotarians Sept. 1, 80 acre near Prairie Creek 
State Park; Robert Sproul, President of U of C; Newton B. Drury, head of the State Department 
of Parks; and Aubrey Drury, Chairman of Save the Redwoods League will attend. 
 
HT (17 Aug. 1952) The Park Bench Statesman of America by Mel Lavine; Bernard Baruch; 
dedication of bench  at Dyerville in honor of Baruch; more HT (17 Aug., 19 Aug., 20 Aug. 1952) 
 
HT (19 Aug. 1952) Orick Redwood Groves to be Dedicated to Hero—First Lieut. Bruce Lyon, 
age 23, died in WWII 
 
RR (21 Aug. 1952) Tall Tree Renamed for B.M. Baruch—More than a thousand interested 
people gathered beneath the tallest tree in the world at the Founder’s Grove, Tuesday afternoon 
to witness the dedication ceremony honoring world-famous “Park Bench Statesman” Bernard M. 
Baruch on his 82nd birthday. 
 Baruch was honored with a birthday bench, hewn in redwood. The legend reads, 
“Dedicated to Bernard M. Baruch, Philosopher, Philanthropist, Stalwart American, on his 82nd 
birthday, August 19, 1952. His stature is that of the redwoods.” 
 Governor Earl Warren, who made the dedication, announced that the world’s largest tree, 
the 364-foot redwood, would from now on be known as the Bernard M. Baruch tree. Joseph R. 
Knowland, publisher of the Oakland Tribune and chairman of the California State Park 
Commission, was master of ceremonies. Arthur J. Schilder, president of the Redwood Empire 
Association, presented Baruch with the redwood bowl and birthday cake. 
 Others on the program included Chester Peterson, chairman of the Humboldt County 
Board of Supervisors; Edmund D. Coblentz of San Francisco, Hearst newspaper publisher and 
Baruch’s guest during his stay in California; Arthur F. Connick, Berkeley, president of Save the 
Redwoods League; Gen. Warren Hannum, Sacramento, director of California Resources; Chas. 
B. Kosch, Ukiah, member of the California State Park Commission; and Newton B. Drury, Chief 
of the State Division of Beaches and Parks.  
 
HT (7 Sept. 1952) Feature/photos. Redwood Grove Is A Memorial For A President’s Cabinet 
Member, by Andrew Genzoli. Franklin K. Lane grove at Kettentelbe. Secretary of Interior under 
Wilson and first president of Save the Redwoods League. 
 
FE (6 Feb. 1953) Saving Redwoods Was Not Easy; Laura and Jim Mahan Devoted Lifetime to 
Preserving Groves. [long article]  
 
RR (26 Feb. 1953) Controversy Over Trees—Proponents of better highways in Northwestern 
California argued Wednesday that redwoods should not be considered in building better roads. 
 “Life is more sacred than a tree,” Richard F. Denbo, manager of the Eureka Chamber of 
Commerce, told a joint meeting of the State Park Commission and Senate and Assembly public 
lands committees. 
 He called U.S. Highway 101 the “poorest federal highway in the United States” and said 
it was time the State did something about it. 
 Denbo said his organization opposed any more land in the area becoming a State Park. 
“We want it kept taxpaying ground,” he said. Clyde Edmondson, general manager of the 
Redwood Empire Association, also advocated that no more State Parks be purchased without the 
consent of the county the park would be in. 
 Guy Hedrick, Del Norte County supervisor, asked the Commission to establish a policy 
of having the State reimburse the county for land taken over as a State Park. He said his group 
didn’t want to get rid of the parks, but had as its only source of revenue the lumber in the area. 
Opposition to cutting the trees to build highways came from Arthur E. Connick, president of the 
Save the Redwoods League. Connick, a San Francisco insurance executive, said the people have 
a right to expect forests to be kept in their natural state, un-decimated and unexploited. He was 
supported by representatives of the National Audubon Society and the Sierra Club which 
opposed any hunting, lumbering or grazing in State Parks. 
 Seth Gordon, director of the State Fish and Game Department, assured the 
Commissioners he was opposed to hunting in areas populated by campers and vacationers. But, 
he said he favored opening more remote spots in the parks to hunting. 
 W.R. Schofield, representing a group of lumber owners, said timber in some areas would 
rot if it wasn’t cut. “God meant lumber to rot, but He didn’t mean for it not to be used,” 
Schofield said. 
 
RR (2 April 1953) An Assembly committee on Wednesday okayed a bill allowing removal of 
Northern California redwoods despite the opposition of state agencies who contend there is no 
need for the measure. Assemblyman Frank P. Belotti said his measure will allow the Department 
of Public Works to remove any redwood in a State Park that is detrimental to traffic safety. 
 
RR (16 April 1953) Belotti Tree Bill Passes in Assembly--…gives Dept of Public Works 
authority to cut trees on State Park land in Del Norte, Humboldt and Mendocino counties when: 
1. The redwoods are on both sides of the road less than 32 feet wide and 2 one tree obstructs a 
highway from being at least 25 feet wide. 
 
RR (21 May 1953) Fight Continues For U.S. 101 Highway Safety—The Garberville Chamber of 
Commerce urges all interested members of local organizations, also interested parents and 
residents of the area to wire or write to State Senator Collier or Assemblyman Belotti today that 
they are supporting AB2570 that will permit the limited cutting of redwood trees standing within 
a 25-foot roadway through State Parks….one of its main objects is the establishment of a final 
and definite 25-foot roadway through the State Parks….The existing roadbed at some points is 
narrowed to only 18 feet by these trees in question, creating a perilous safety condition…. 
 
RR (26 Nov. 1953) Park Heads Talk of Tree Problem Here—The cutting of nine Humboldt State 
Park redwoods to allow immediate widening of U.S. Highway 101 was approved yesterday by 
the State Park Commission. Several conditions were attached to the unanimous approval. 
 1. That the Redwood Highway be kept at two lanes. 
 2. That the Commission staff press the State Division of Highways for speedy 
construction of a two-lane road section bypassing six redwoods in Pioneer Grove, making their 
removal unnecessary. 
 3. That as soon as there are funds available the Redwood Highway should be rerouted 
outside the Humboldt State Park to bypass all the redwood groves. 
 The nine ancient redwoods to be toppled are those described in joint reports by the State 
Division of Highways and of Beaches and Parks. The decision ended long months of wrangling 
over the tree-cutting issue. Arguments on the subject came to a climax before a joint meeting of 
the Park Commission and the State Highway Commission Thursday. Humboldt area 
representatives said the roadside redwoods made the highway too narrow for safety and that the 
narrow road strangled the economic development of the area. [more] 
 
RR (3 Feb. 1955) Planners Consider Benbow Lake Site—Bert Benbow and J.E. Benbow on 
Tuesday night presented to the Humboldt County Planning Commission the plan for the State 
Division of Beaches and Parks’ proposed acquisition of Benbow Lake and adjoining properties 
as a State Park. Bert Benbow stated that the first plan calls for acquisition of Benbow Lake and 
adjoining property of Benbow’s across from the lake from the present U.S. Highway 101 and the 
hotel. Later precise plans call for additional land south of Benbow Lake. The hotel and golf 
course would not be included in the proposed acquisition program. 
 The dam and the powerhouse and the tree-lined point directly across the lake from the 
hotel would be included in the acquisition plan. Benbow stated tentative plans of the state, if the 
property is acquired as a State Park, would include a summer bridge to cross the lake near the 
Eel River Lodge. He also stated the State would provide the same facilities as are now available 
at Richardson Grove State Park…. 
 
RR (24 Feb. 1955) County Planners Vote Against Proposed Benbow Park Plan—The Humboldt 
County Planning Commission moved to oppose Assemblyman Frank Belotti’s bill for 
acquisition of land in southern Humboldt county for a state park. The bill as it now reads sets 
aside $400,000 for the acquisition of approximately 1000 acres of timber land by the State 
Division of Beaches and Parks… 
 
RR (24 March 1955) Benbow Measure Shelved for Present in Assembly committee…. 
 
RR (6 Oct. 1955) San Francisco. Escorted tours through the Redwood Empire to the Pacific 
Northwest will be doubled next year because of the great demand by Pacific Greyhound Lines. 
Officials of the transportation company said the first of 20 such tours, originating at San 
Francisco and Los Angeles will begin June 30. 
 Tourists will be given the opportunity of seeing the massive redwood trees in Richardson 
Grove, south of Garberville, and viewing the 364-foot Founders’ Tree, the highest in the world 
near Dyerville. 
 The first overnight stop from San Francisco will be at Scotia, where passengers will be 
conducted through the great Pacific Lumber Mill after being fortified by a typical lumberjack’s 
breakfast. On each bus, Greyhound officials said, will be a competent and courteous guide who 
will be able to pass on pertinent Redwood Empire information to tourists making the trip. 
 The escorted tours were started by Greyhound in 1954 when four trips were made. These 
were increased to 10 tours in 1955 and will be upped to 20 in 1956.  
 
HB (2 Feb. 1956) State Park Head Clears ’56 Plans—Newton B. Drury, Chief of the State 
Division of Beaches and Parks, assured Humboldters in sessions at Scotia Inn that 1. Bull Creek 
road will be re-opened to the same degree of public use as existed before the flood and log jam. 
2. Humboldt State Redwood Parks and groves will be opened to the public during the 1956 
tourist season to the maximum use of facilities. 3. The State division of Beaches and Parks, 
togheter with State Park Commission, has accepted in principle the low line Redwood Highway 
By-Pass as proposed by State Highway engineers. [more] 
 
BLA (28 June 1956) The new highway 101 bridge across Eureka slough was scheduled to be 
opened to traffic this morning. The bridge is the first piece of divided roadway to be completed 
between Broadway in Eureka and north of Arcata. The bridge was part of a $845,000 contract 
including the extension of Fifth to the bridge from Myrtle Ave. and widening of the highway 
from Bucksport to Wabash Street. 
 
RR (14 Feb. 1957) Bids To Open On Hiway 101 Project—The long awaited start of construction 
of U.S. 101 (Redwood Highway) in the State Redwood Parks area is about to become a 
reality….The first unit extends from just north of Weott through Dyerville to Englewood, a 
distance of approximately 4 ½ miles. It is expected that the cost will be in the neighborhood of 
$5,000,000. The improvement will result in a modern four-lane full freeway with all the modern 
design features to expedite traffic movements with safety, comfort, and convenience. 
 This will be the largest highway project in money value ever undertaken in northwestern 
California. The project includes the provision of a new bridge across the South Fork at Dyerville 
to carry four lanes of traffic. [more] 
 
HB (7 Nov. 1957) State Parks of Redwood Empire Magazine Feature. San Francisco. State Parks 
of the Redwood Empire, in which the magnificent redwood trees are preserved for all time, are 
featured in the Nov.-Dec. issue of Motorland, the pictorial magazine  published by the California 
Automobile Association. 
 The beautifully-illustrated and comprehensive article describe twelve redwood parks 
located in the Redwood Empire of northwest California and five in other areas. 
 Fifteen pages of the magazine, including the front cover, are devoted to the redwood 
parks feature, which consists of twenty illustrations in full color and black and white to point up 
the scenic and recreational attractions in the various areas where the forest sentinels tower. 
Twelve of the twenty illustrations are Redwood Empire scenes, including the cover showing a 
picnic gathering in the Prairie Creek State Park and another, also in color, of a striking section of 
the Redwood Highway. The Redwood Empire Association co-operated by furnishing pictures for 
the article. 
 The California Automobile Association said that this issue of Motorland will be given 
wide distribution in addition to the regular circulation of more than 428,000 members…. 
 
RR (10 April 1958) Richardson Grove Park Visited by 412,649—Allure of State Parks and State 
Historical Monuments located in the Redwood Empire of northwest California is reflected in 
1957 attendance records compiled by the California State Division of Beaches and Parks. Figures 
disclosed that 3,272,843 persons visited the Empire’s 35 State Parks and four Historical 
Monuments last year or an increase of 442,366 over 1956. Top attendance of 412,649 was 
attained by Richardson Grove State Park in Humboldt county…. 
 
RR (10 July 1958) Benbow Lake Development Program Being Considered by Park Agency—A 
request by a local group that a program of development of Benbow Lake for use by water skiers, 
swimmers, boaters and fishermen be adopted, will be considered, according to a reply from the 
State Division of Beaches and Parks….[more] 
 
RR (10 Oct. 1958) Stepped Up Program to Attract Tourists to Redwood Empire Will be 
Discussed at REA Convention—How the Redwood Empire of northwest California and 
southwest Oregon can best meet competition in the national tourist market will be the main topic 
of discussion at a joint meeting of the Publicity and Advertising and Events committees and the 
chambers of commerce unit on the morning of Oct. 21 at Santa Rosa during the 38th annual 
convention of the Redwood Empire Association. To stress the need for a stepped up program to 
attract tourists, an analysis of the red-hot competition for tourist dollars will be presented at the 
meeting. [more] 
 
RR (19 Feb. 1959) Fairs Undertake Program to Lure Tourist Trade—California fairs are taking 
direct aim on this year’s tourist trade, it was announced by Cecil Jo Hindley, secretary-manager 
of the Humboldt County Fair. Hindley said Western Fairs Association of Sacramento, of which 
Humboldt County Fair is a member, has started a campaign to direct tourist attention to the fact 
that California has 79 state-supported fairs. The California Chamber of Commerce has reported 
that 4,763,000 tourists spent part of their vacations in the state in 1957, spent a total of 
$787,289,000…. 
 
RR (12 March 1959) The status of plans for development of Benbow Lake area as a State Park 
was told members of the Rotary Club Tuesday by Jim Tryner, superintendent of parks of district 
1 of the State division of Beaches and Parks. 
 Tryner said development of the area will be at a standstill until the final routing of the 
new freeway through the park area has been determined. However, Tryner stated Benbow dam 
will be installed and maintained. Tryner said the policy of limiting power boating to boats of 
speed less than 5 mph would be continued. 
 
RR (26 March 1959) Benbow Lake Policy Draws Ire of Solon—Citing the banning of water 
skiing on Benbow Lake as an example, State Senator Carl Christensen, Jr. (D) Eureka, this week 
blasted the State Division of Beaches and Parks for is dictatorial and bureaucratic attitude on the 
usage of beaches and parks property….Following is the full text of the release: 
 Among the many reasons causing a bill to go through the state Senate and Assembly with 
but few dissenting votes, making appointment of the Chief of the State Division of Beaches and 
Parks by the Governor, was the resentment of the legislature against the attitude of the Division 
on the usage of beaches and parks property. 
 An incident at hand is the case of Benbow Lake in Humboldt county. For years, the lake 
area has been in private hands and has been used by water skiers as one of the few places in 
Humboldt county to enjoy this sport. However, both sides of Benbow Lake were acquired by the 
State Division of Beaches and Parks. Immediately, water skiing was banned in accordance with 
the bureaucratic regulations of the Division. 
 This was in the face of the fact that no Beaches and Parks development is planned this 
year at Benbow Lake. No funds have been appropriated for development and the property 
apparently will remain the same this summer as it has been during past years when residents of 
the area used it for water skiing. 
 Constituents of Senator Carl L. Christensen, Jr. (D), Eureka, aroused his ire by calling the 
situation to his attention. The Humboldt Senator wrote to Newton B. Drury, Chief of the State 
division of Beaches and Parks, whose retirement because of old age is imminent. In replying, 
Drury said: “I know you can understand the difficulty of enforcing the Commission’s aquatic 
regulations in other localities and allowing an exception at Benbow Lake State Park.” 
 Senator Christensen, in replying to his constituent in Eureka said, “I cannot quite follow 
this conclusion nor do I believe it is consistent with the proper utilization of State Parks for 
recreation purposes, Particularly where water skiing was formerly enjoyed and where nothing 
else has been done to improve the Park, which would be inconsistent with such sports. 
 It may be the Commission feels that just a broad, generalized prohibition is so indicated 
without giving any thought to the purpose for which the Park was acquired with public funds or 
for whose benefit the Park is supposed to be owned by the State. 
 Whether the removal of Drury from his position as dictator of the Park system will 
improve the situation remains to be seen in view of the Park Commission’s fetish of 
“maintaining the natural beauty” of the areas by even refusing campers the privilege of removing 
fallen limbs and brush for firewood from the forests and as well opposing a convenient and 
comfortable highway along the west shore of Lake Tahoe. 
 
RR (16 April 1959) Water Skiing At Benbow This Summer Virtually Assured, Says Belotti—
Belotti said he had been assured by DeWitt Nelson, director of the State Department of Natural 
Resources that an agreement would be reached with State Park authorities to lift the present ban 
on water skiing at Benbow. Belotti was confident skiing would be permitted for at least a limited 
time until a major development takes place at the newly-acquired State Park at Benbow. [more] 
 
RR (7 May 1959) State Reveals Parkway Plan; Water Skiing At Benbow This Summer—A plan 
to permit water skiing at Benbow this summer and a master plan for the development of a 
Redwood Parkway between Redcrest and Miranda were outlined for the Humboldt County 
Planning Commission Tuesday night by the State division of Beaches and Parks. 
 Upon completion of the Redwood bypass, the Division would take over the area’s 
maintenance for a distance of 20 miles between Redcrest and Miranda for a recreational 
“Dreamland.”  
 Carl Anderson, supervisor of Humboldt Redwoods State Park, described the area as the 
“finest remaining forest in the world. Some 6400 acres are included in the master plan which 
would provide camping and recreational areas for tourists who could reach the scenic strip by 
many access roads from the Redwood Bypass. [more] 
RR (14 May 1959) Bids are Called For Redwood Highway By-Pass Section No. 2--…7.5 miles 
of 4-lane between Myers Flat and 6/10 of a mile south of Dyerville; four bridges, $16,235,000 
appropriated. 
 
HT (16 May 1959) “Who Place of Nation” In Humboldt Redwoods Planned; Division of 
Beaches and Parks Unfolds Details of 20-Mile “Dreamland.”  
 
RR (21 May 1959) State Ranger Guest Speaker—Leonard Fisher, Chief Ranger at Richardson 
Grove, was the guest speaker at the last meeting of the Garberville Kiwanis Club. Fisher 
described how flood damages suffered in 1955 had been repaired and told members that 
campsites in the State Park had been increased this year from 130 to a total of 184, all ready for 
the summer tourist season. 
 He also discussed plans for Benbow State Park which include picnic facilities, parking 
for 200 cars and a concession for soft drinks, etc. He also mentioned that tentative plans for 
water skiing indicate that skiers will be permitted on the lake for a limited time and the number 
of boats will also be limited. 
 
HT (6 June 1959) Photos; State Parks Hidden Springs; Vacation edition 
 
RR (11 June 1959) The planned development of the Humboldt Redwoods as the first “parkway” 
in the State Parks System was described at a noon luncheon meeting of the Garberville Rotary 
Club Tuesday by Jim Tryner of the Eureka office of the State Division of Beaches and Parks…. 
 The planning parkway will cover 23,000 acres between Redcrest and Miranda. Tryner 
said the Division of Highways estimates that by 1965 the San Francisco bay area will be only 
four hours away by freeway. 
 “We can expect a tremendous upsurge in the use of the area planning for development,” 
Tryner said. 
 When completed the parkway will provide 75 campsites, day-use picnic areas to 
accommodate 1640 cars, sightseer parking areas for 310 cars and roadside parking for 1200 cars. 
The area will accommodate a total of 14,437 visitors per day…. 
 
RR (25 June 1959) Benbow Lake State Park will open to the public for the first time on July 1 
following a period of accelerated activity on the part of personnel from Richardson Grove State 
Park, under the guidance of Park Supervisor Leonard Fisher. The following facilities will be 
available for public use at that time. 
 1. 40 picnic sites located in the meadow adjacent to the lakeside swimming beach. 
 2. temporary rest room facilities. 
 3. a refreshment concession serving soft drinks, light refreshments and renting beach 
equipment. 
 4. parking space for approximately 200 cars. 
 5. the lakeside swimming beach without formal lifeguard. 
 6. a boat launching ramp for speed boating or water skiing. 
 7. the East Branch picnic area for boating people  
 [more] 
 
BLA (13 Aug. 1959) Initial Contracts for Improvements at Patrick’s Point. 
 
RR (27 Aug. 1959) Decrease in Oil Royalty Funds Results in Deferment of Many State Park 
Development Projects—At its meeting in San Diego Aug. 27, the California State Park 
Commission deferred $14,000,000 in the acquisition and development program. Of the deferred 
money, $9,000,000 will be in proposed acquisition and $5,000,000 in development expenditures. 
 Chairman Joseph R. Knowland in making the cutback announcement said: “The 
California State Park Commission today must defer $14,000,000 in its acquisition and 
development program. This regrettable cutback in our Five Year Program for additions and 
development of California’s recreational facilities is forced upon us by a decrease in the revenue 
from oil royalty funds, our sole support under current legislation. 
 “The Legislature in 1957 anticipated that we would receive $12,000,000 annually from 
this fund. We have received nearer $9,000,000. 
 “This cutback in our program is all the more regrettable because California with its 
rapidly growing population is faced with a growing demand for more camping, boating, 
picnicking, beach and general recreational facilities….” 
 
RR (22 Oct. 1959) Bull Creek Basin Park Development Revealed—A gigantic master plan for 
the acquisition, restoration and development of the Bull Creek Flats and Rockefeller Redwood 
Forest as a park of national importance was outlined by the Division of Beaches and Parks at a 
tour of inspection last Thursday. 
 State, county officials and scientific authorities gathered at Bull Creek Flats for a first-
hand view of the results of erosion which threaten to destroy many of the giant redwoods. 
 The county board of supervisors will be asked to approve the project and change the 
route of the present county road through the area. The inspection party which assembled at Fort 
Humboldt offices of Division of Beaches and Parks received a comprehensive briefing from 
James P. Tryner, district superintendent. He, in turn, introduced his aides who resumed the 
briefing in their respective fields. They included Henry Saddler, assistant park superintendent; 
Carl A. Anderson, park supervisor who knows every condition in the forest; Walter R. Johnston, 
state park ranger; Richard I. Humphrey, associate landscape engineer; and Robert W. Hines, 
junior landscape artist. Also present were James Warren, supervisor of this district and Fred 
Meyer, chief forester, both from Sacramento. [local officials listed] 
 Simultaneous with the on-the-spot inspection of the Bull Creek Flats, an announcement 
was made from Sacramento by Gov. Edmund Brown, supporting the project. Gov. Brown said 
the Rockefeller Forest is within inches of losing hundreds of 300-foot trees lining the eroding 
banks of Bull Creek. 
 The Governor said Charles DeTurk, chief of the Division of Beaches and Parks, has 
proposed a two-step plan which would involve acquisition of the area for recreation and remedial 
measures along the creek and in the watershed. 
 DeTurk told Gov. Brown that unless corrective action is taken within a year or two, some 
of the area’s largest coastal Redwoods, including the famed Flat Iron Tree, will be lost forever. 
He proposed the following corrective measures: 
 1. Purchase of the full watershed, comprising some 18,000 acres, almost all of it denuded 
by logging operations and fire. 
 2. Installation of check structures to arrest alluvial flow, reforestation, including 
encouragement of natural propagation as well as supplemental plantings, and development of 
recreational and land management practices to preclude further serious erosion…. 
 De Turk said his division has preliminary plans for recreational development of the area 
which include: 
 1. 1515 family camping units, 330 trailer camping units and group camps to 
accommodate 900 persons. 
 2.350 family picnic units with beach frontage, group camps accommodating 1300 
picnickers, including beach frontage and 500 parking spaces. 
 3. Stables, 100 cabins, a lodge with parking for 180 cars, a service and supply area and 
park center. 
 4. Parking for about 700 cars at a Redwood Orientation Center, which would also include 
a picnic area. 
 DeTurk said the proposal includes development of hiking trails and restoration of beach 
areas along Bull Creek. 
 “Under no circumstances is it intended in proposing purchase of this watershed that it be 
set aside or unused or undeveloped,” DeTurk told the Governor. 
 “It will be an area affording high-yield steelhead and salmon fishing, splendid hiking 
trails, horseback riding facilities, camping and picnic sites and a lodge among other features,” he 
said. We anticipate we could handle easily and comfortably 14,000 visitors at one time,” DeTurk 
added. “As quickly as the area can be acquired, we will move ahead with its development.” 
[more] 
 
HS (3 Nov. 1959) Timber men Rap Parks Bull Creek Proposal; Beaches Parks Report Called 
Highly Colored, Indictment of Industry. 
 
RR (26 Nov. 1959) New Methods of Bank Protection at Bull Creek, photos. 
 
RR (6 Oct. 1960) Park Supervisor Carl Anderson of Humboldt Redwoods State Park reported 
this week [that] work is nearing completion on the first section of erosion prevention along the 
banks of Bull Creek for the 1960 season. The work is proceeding in an area where major losses 
occurred during the last rainy season. Approximately 300 feet of eroded bank is being protected 
by the placement of rock “gabions” in the bed of the stream. 
 The work is being accomplished by park forces working with the California Division of 
Forestry and the California Department of Corrections, utilizing the labor force of the High Rock 
Conservation Camp. 
 District Park Superintendent  James Tryner stated the full weight of the Division of 
Beaches and Parks District 1 organization has been thrown into the effort…. 
 
RR (6 Oct. 1960) Record Number Used State Park Facilities Past Season—A record breaking 
season has just ended for the State Parks of the Redwood Empire. Attendance and use figures 
compiled by the Division of Beaches and Parks indicate that the recreational use of the State 
Parks in the Redwood Empire reached a new high during the summer season of 1960. In the 
State Parks from northern Mendocino to the Oregon line, 65,011 camping parties found 
overnight accommodations, setting a new record for this area. 
 In the field of day use, another record was set with 22,947 parties making use of the State 
Park day use facilities. During the season, naturalist services were provided at Richardson Grove 
State Park, Humboldt Redwoods State Park, Patrick’s Point State Park, Prairie Creek Redwoods 
State Park, and at Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park [more on winter work scheduled] 
 
RR (5 Jan. 1961) $14 Million Asked for Five-Year Park Plan for North Coast—The California 
State Park Commission proposed a broad expansion of the State Park System including 
acquisition of land “before costs are beyond reason and fiscal responsibility,” and the 
establishment of approximately 15,000 campsites during the next five years…. 
 The report was compiled under the direction of Charles A. DeTurk, Chief of the Division 
of Beaches and Parks. DeTurk assumed guidance of the California State Park System 18 months 
ago [list of parks and appropriations; nothing for Richardson Grove] 
 
RR (2 March 1961) Bull Creek Park Hearing—A full hearing will be given the Bull Creek Flats 
acquisition and development proposal by the State Beaches and Parks Commission March 24 in 
Sacramento. The date was changed when Charles DeTurk, Chief of the Division, was informed 
that the original date March 10 conflicted  with the Redwood Region Logging Conference in 
Ukiah. Lumbermen, businessmen, property owners, local and county officials and all others 
concerned with the proposed project are urged to attend. 
 
RR (18 May 1961) Billboards advertising Fun in Redwood Empire, sponsored by Redwood 
Empire Association. 
 
RR (22 June 1961) Water skiing out at Benbow Lake this year….dam damaged in 1959-60 
storms; needs repair. 
 
RR (29 June 1961) The State Division of Beaches and Parks announced today through Park 
Supervisor Fred Egglmann the approval of a contract calling for placement of culverts and oiling 
of 5.4 miles of the Bull Creek Road through the Rockefeller Forest within Humboldt Redwoods 
State Park. 
 
RR (13 July 1961) Dedication of Daly Grove, 40 acres, south end of Avenue of the Giants, just 
south of Englewood. Daly family has a summer home near Englewood; honors Cornelius and 
John Daly, pioneer Humboldt County merchants. 
 
RR (27 July 1961) Benbow Lake Open for Water Skiing—Park Supervisor Leonard Fisher of 
Benbow Lake State Park stated today that efforts on the part of the California Division of 
Beaches and Parks and the California Department of Water Resources to complete repairs to 
Benbow Dam in time to allow a period of use this summer have been crowned with success and 
that the lake will be ready for use by Thursday July 27. [more] 
 
RR (27 July 1961) Myers Flat—For the second consecutive summer, Andy Boogard, wife 
Carolyn and daughters Nancy and Bonnie, have camped here at Redwood State Park. 
 At their home in Cupertino, Andy teaches high school biology throughout the school 
year, than is employed by Beaches and Parks as a naturalist during the summer months. 
 As a naturalist, his duties are divided between Burlington, Stevens Grove and Hidden 
Springs. All three sites are part of Redwood State Park, the largest in the state. 
 Each morning at 10:30, Andy, or another of the park’s naturalists, conducts one of the six 
nature walks, highlighting wildlife indigenous to the locale, Tuesdays, Thursday and Friday at 
Burlington; Wednesdays and Saturdays at Stevens and Mondays, Wednesday, Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays at Hidden Springs. At 8:30 p.m. there is a program all can enjoy: colored 
slides, discussion on natural history of the area and a community sing…. 
 Andy has one lament, he says there is quite a lack of written local history. 
 
RR (24 Aug. 1961) First Hearing on Rattlesnake Creek Freeway Section set [between one mile 
north of The Tan Oak Park and Mendocino/Humboldt line] 
 
RR (28 Sept. 1961) Erosion Control Work Reaches Summer Peak at Bull Creek Flats—The 
world-famous Bull Creek Flats of the Rockefeller Forest in Humboldt Redwoods State Park are 
again the scene of great activity by the California Division of Beaches and Parks and other 
cooperating state agencies. The work is directed towards the continued protection of this 
outstanding tourist attraction against increasing damage by flood and erosion. As the end of 
summer nears, the work is approaching a climax to complete the project before the fall rains 
begin. 
 As a result of studies made by Dr. Walter Lowdermilk, world-renowned authority on soil 
conservation and hydrology, retained as a consultant by the Save the Redwoods League and by 
the State Division of Soil Conservation, new methods of bank protection and channel shaping are 
being used in addition to those already effective in previous work. It is expected that the new 
methods will prove to be another important deterrent to the devastating flood damage suffered by 
the Rockefeller Forest, called by many the finest forest in all the world. [more] 
 
RR (5 Oct. 1961) James P. Tryner, District Superintendent, California Division of Beaches and 
Parks, today announced the award of a contract for bank protection at Grizzly Creek Redwoods 
State Park….$21,300…rock rip-rap work to protect the State Park from erosion damage from 
flooding conditions along the Van Duzen river. Periodic floods have caused extensive damage to 
the camping area at the State Park.  
 
RR (26 Oct. 1961) 41st Annual Redwood Empire Association Convention this weekend in 
Eureka. 
 
RR (2 Nov. 1961) Congressman Miller Outlines Seven Basic Steps to Healthy Outdoor 
Recreation Industry [speech before REA at Eureka Inn] 
 
RR (7 Dec. 1961) Bull Creek Erosion Control Program to be Studied at Eureka—State Division 
of Beaches and Parks personnel will meet with county representatives to study problems of an 
erosion control program for Bull Creek. James Warren, Deputy Chief of Division of Beaches and 
Parks, and Frederick A. Meyer, State Park Forester, will join with district personnel in consulting 
with Humboldt County authorities. 
 
RR (14 Dec. 1961) Noted Consultant Recommends Protections for Bull Creek Village and 
Rockefeller Grove—A seven-point program for the protection of the Rockefeller Forest of giant 
redwoods in Humboldt Redwoods State Park and also for he town of Bull Creek has been 
recommended to the Save the Redwoods League by Dr. W.C. Lowdermilk. 
 The League has referred Dr. Lowdermilk’s report to the State Director of Parks and 
Recreation, Charles A. DeTurk, as an aid to formulation of state plans for protection of the area. 
 Dr. Lowdermilk was commissioned by the League to advise on measures to be taken to 
avert further flood damage in the forest where 525 redwood monarchs have fallen as a result of 
flood conditions, chiefly during the disastrous floods of 1954-55. 
 John D. Rockefeller, Jr., for whom the forest is named, gave $2,000,000 through the 
League toward the purchase and preservation of the forest, said to be the finest and greatest 
grove of all the coast redwood trees. 
 Dr. Lowdermilk’s recommendations covered three major proposals: 
 1. Widening and deepening existing stream channels for better handling of flood waters. 
 2. Building a major flood control dam which would also check the downstream 
movement of gravel and boulders. 
 3. Reforesting the upper slopes of Bull Creek basin and fighting stream erosion with 
check dams and other measures. 
 Regardless of whether the flood control dam is built, the village of Bull Creek and nearby 
sawmills which lie in the Bull Creek watershed outside the State Park should be moved to higher 
ground, Lowdermilk declared. 
 “In my opinion,” said Lowdermilk, “relocation of the village of Bull Creek for safety of 
lives and property and relocation of the highway through the lowlands would be necessary, 
whether the dam is built or not….The village of Bull Creek is in such a hazardous location that 
its relocation is urgent regardless of the measures that may be taken in Bull Creek basin.” 
  Construction of a flood control dam, which would involve flooding the area in which the 
village of Bull Creek stands, at an estimated cost of #7,000,000, was previously recommended 
by the Division of Soil Conservation of the California Department of Natural Resources…. 
 The second step would be to restore natural forest conditions and a closed stand of timber 
in the upper Bull Creek basin to reduce run-off and erosion. This, he estimated, would take 40 or 
more years. 
 “The State Park administrations,” Lowdermilk concluded, “has a mandate from the state 
and in effect from the nation, as well, among other things, to preserve the forest development of 
a climax forest of giant redwoods in Bull Creek Flat from further damage by flash floods and 
movement of erosion debris, for purposes of recreation, inspiration and scientific study….[more] 
 
RR (28 Dec. 1961) Redwood Empire Association How it Began, What it Does—In 1920, 
citizens of several counties north of San Francisco Bay met in Santa Rosa. They were concerned 
because their counties were getting only a small share of State and Federal highway funds, 
mainly because the counties were competing with each other. At Santa Rosa, the counties 
decided to pool their efforts and embark on a joint program of mutual support. Thus they formed 
what was then known as the Redwood Highway Association. 
 In 1925, representatives of the same counties agreed that they should broaden their goals, 
to include development of facilities other than highways. So they changed the name of their 
organization to the Redwood Empire Association to reflect the region’s prime—and unique—
attribute: its great trees. 
 Highways north of San Francisco in those days were poor, often mere crooked lgging 
roads, without bridges or pavement. There were only ferries linking Marin county and the 
Northern Redwood Empire with San Francisco. By persistent effort of the Redwood Empire 
Association, loyally supported by private individuals and public agencies, funds were won to 
improve the highways. Today, great freeways and broad lateral roads form a half-billion dollar 
network throughout the nine-county Empire. In 1937, years of work were culminated with 
construction of the $35,000,000 Golden Gate Bridge, largest single span on earth. It was 
financed entirely by pledges of six Redwood Empire counties. 
 While leading the fight for better transportation and communications, the Redwood 
Empire Association also directed its efforts toward importing travel dollars. Its leaders realized 
early that the verdant Empire’s attractions needed to be interpreted and merchandised to the 
public. The Empire’s economy was becoming increasingly dependent on travel. The travel 
market was, and is, highly competitive. No single county or city could do the job, but the 
Redwood Empire Association stood ready as it had since the early 1920s. Not only could the 
REA consolidate and magnify the travel-promotion effort, but it could “package” the area 
geographically, as it logically had to be “packed” to sell it to the maximum of tourists. 
 The nine counties in the “package” are: San Francisco, Marin, Sonoma, Napa, Lake, 
Mendocino, Humboldt, Del Norte, in California, and Josephine in Oregon. 
 Today, the tourist industry is nearing the $30 billion mark in America. REA uses 
professional publicity efforts (through photos and feature stories) in hundreds of major 
newspapers, magazines, and over radio and television to create an image of a vacation 
wonderland in the minds of the travelling public. Local events, such as fairs and festivals, are 
publicized to attract visitors as well. 
 In addition, a recent venture into national magazine advertising has brought a large 
increase in number of travel inquiries into REA’s San Francisco headquarters. Each inquiry is 
individually answered with color brochures, maps, and information prepared by the association’s 
staff. In a recent six-month period, nearly 5000 individual inquires were serviced in this fashion, 
and the names of those inquiring were passed along to local chambers of commerce. 
 How is the association work financed? Each of the nine counties, plus the Golden Gate 
Bridge and Highway District, contributes funds from its advertising and promotion budget to 
REA. Hundreds of individuals and firms also subscribe annually. With the money, publicity 
materials, such as photos (in color and black and white) are produced; and advertising space is 
purchased. Postage, stationery and travel folders are budgeted, as well as office rent and salaries 
for REA’s staff of four. REA’s total annual budget is under $100,000, compared for example to 
more than $1,000,000 spent by Southern California for is travel promotion. Even so, REA’s 
effort have great impact, and it is recognized as a leader in its field. 
 Thus, the Redwood Empire Association, born of necessity two generations ago, continues 
to fulfill its task of developing its nine-county area by telling the Redwood Empire “story” to the 
travelling public. If the story can be told to enough people, the region represented by REA 
cannot miss fulfilling its destiny. 
 
RR (4 Jan. 1962) A general review of the activities of the Department of Beaches and Parks 
under the recent reorganization of state agencies was given by Carl Anderson, Supervisor of 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park, when he spoke at the weekly luncheon meeting of the 
Garberville Rotary Club. Under the reorganization plan, the Division of Beaches and Parks was 
given department status and under it the division of recreation and division of small craft 
harbors…. 
 
RR (22 Feb. 1962) Humboldt County Fares Well in State Park Development; More to Come, 
Tryner Says—Since the end of World War II, the State Park Service has spent $5,?08,217 for the 
development of State Parks in Humboldt County for camping, picnicking and other public uses, 
according to James Tryner, District Superintendent, Division of Beaches and Parks. This makes 
the county number one in the state in the expenditure of development funds. 
 The five million plus figure includes $2,684,193 in State Park funds spent cooperatively 
with the California Division of Highways for relocation of Redwood Highway through 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park…. 
 Greatest progress has been made in the field of camping units of which the county now 
has 542 in its State Parks. There were 431 in 1945 of which 130 were lost in the 1955 flood on 
the South Fork of Eel River. Since 1955, entirely new 100-unit campgrounds have been 
constructed at Richardson Grove and Humboldt Redwoods State Parks. In addition to flood 
replacements, new campgrounds have been built since 1945 in Prairie Creek, Patrick’s Point and 
Grizzl Creek State Parks. 
 The future looks even brighter. The service will open a new 83-unit campground at 
Patrick’s Point in June 1962, 1 50-unit addition to Humboldt Redwoods Hidden Springs 
campground will be built in 1963 bringing that campground to its planned maximum of 150 
campsites…. 
 The major role of the great Redwoods State Parks is still and always will be that of a 
tremendous tourist magnet attracting millions of people to this area each year to simply look at 
the redwood forests preserved within them. In 1960, only 17% of all state Park visitors in the 
redwood coast area came to camp or to use formal picnicking facilities; 83% came principally to 
look and found their overnight accommodations outside the parks. 
 
RR (22 March 1962) Another Freeway Section [5.9 miles between 3.6 miles south of 
Phillipsville and Maple Hills Road Bridge] 
 
RR (19 April 1962) Bull Creek Flood Control Project Started—The first step in a long-range 
program for the protection of the incomparable Rockefeller Forest of giant redwoods in 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park against flood damage and erosion has been taken by the Save 
the Redwoods League, Newton B. Drury, League secretary, said this week. 
 The League has bought 5,228 acres of land in the upper basin of the watershed of Bull 
Creek in which the forest lies, which the directors of the League have voted to offer to the State 
of California for addition to the Park. 
 This acquisition comprises almost one-third of the 18,000 acres in the watershed. It also 
comprises 760 acres of virgin redwoods. 
 The League purchased the land from the Fairhurst Lumber Co. of Fortuna which acquired 
it from the Guy F. Atkinson Co. The Fairhurst Co. retains some cutting rights on portions of the 
land and on 760 additional acres in the nearby Canoe Creek watershed which the League 
acquired for protection of the Garden Club of America Grove, also a part of the Park. 
 
RR (3 May 1962) Christensen Urges No Vote on State Parks Bond Issue—“While the State Park 
and Recreation Bond Act would assist in financing of a statewide recreational program, it would 
do so at the expense of the already-overburdened taxpayers in the counties of the state in which 
much of the property which would be acquired,” State Senator Carl L. Christensen 
declared….[more] 
 
RR (31 May 1962) Tryner Outlines What Bond Issue Will Mean to State Park Program in 
Humboldt County—On June 5, 1962, California voters will decide whether or not the State Park 
System is to move boldly ahead in meeting the vast recreational needs of the State. The success 
or failure of the bond issue will have a profound effect on the progress of the State Park Program 
in the North Coast counties, according to James P. Tryner, Super9initendent, District 1, Division 
of Beaches and Parks…. 
 It is proposed to spend $1,770,000 for the acquisition of some 2,673 acres, most of which 
is to meet specific development needs and to spend $2,910,000 for actual development, which 
will provide an additional 550 campsites along the Redwood Highway. This is in addition to 
$124,000 for an additional 50 campsites in Humboldt Redwoods and $635,000 for initial 
development and 150 campsites in Del Norte Coast Redwoods, already part of current budget 
proposals. 
 1. $2,500,000 for the acquisition of 19,000 acres in the Bull Creek Basin, which is 
required for the adequate protection of Bull Creek Flats and which will make possible a major 
recreational development in the future. Some of this money may not be needed since the Save 
the Redwoods League has already acquired some 6000 acres with private funds and is 
negotiating for additional land. 
 2. $1,000,000 for watershed protection and erosion control in Bull Creek Basin. 
 3. $2,000,000 for the acquisition of four and a half miles of coastline and inholdings in 
Prairie Creek. 
 4. $1,300,000 for an estimated 400 acres around the Humboldt Lagoons to make possible 
the full realization of this tremendous potential and for the installation of 100 campsites. 
 5. $1,000,000 for resolution of the flooding problem at Weott…. 
 
RR (  Sept. 1962) The International Board of the Dag Hamarskjold Memorial Foundation last 
week endorsed “generously and wholeheartedly” the California project to establish a memorial 
grove of redwoods in memory of Mr. Hamarskjold. California’s proposal was made by Newton 
B. Drury, Secretary of Save the Redwoods League. The proposed grove is now known as the 
Pepperwood Grove a few miles north of the Avenue of the Giants of Humboldt Redwoods State 
Park. The trees are as magnificent as any in the blt of redwoods on California’s north coast and 
stand astride Highway 101…. 
 
RR (18 Oct. 1962) Bull Creek Lands Being Purchased—Lane acquisition by the Save the 
Redwoods League in the watershed of Bull Creek back of the Rockefeller Forest is progressing 
at an encouraging rate, Newton B. Drury, League secretary, said today. Near half of the private 
land has been purchased or contracted for. The land is being purchased by the League for 
transfer to the state to permit erosion control and flood control measures to be taken under 
unified management in the watershed to avert further flood damage to world famous Bull Creek 
Flat, such as occurred in the great flood of 1955-56. [more] 
 
RR (11 April 1963) REA to Open Visitor Info Center in San Francisco 
 
HB (18 April 1963) Emanuel Fritz, Noted Forester, In Strong Appeal to Save Groves of Scenic 
Value Along Highway 101. 
 
RR (30 May 1963) The Williams Grove day use area of Humboldt Redwoods State Park will be 
in full operation from May 30 until the end of the summer season approximately Sept. 
15….Williams Grove is located on the Avenue of the Giants, one-half mile north of Myers Flat. 
The area consists of 80 picnic units and a group area which will accommodate 150 people. The 
group area is subject to reservations…. 
 
RR (20 June 1963) Benbow Lake Recreation Area State Park will be open for aquatic activities 
June 23. The dam will be in and the lake will be filling June 22. Boating is limited to 13 boats on 
the lake at one time. [more] 
 
RR (12 Sept. 1963) Southbound traffic on U.S. 101 will be routed over the westerly two lanes of 
the new freeway between Myers Flat and Maple Hills Road bridge south of Miranda on Sept. 16. 
[more] 
 
RR (24 Oct. 1963) Controversy Over Prairie Creek Highway—The long-standing controversy 
over state parks versus highways should get another joint going-over in January when the State 
Highway Commission and State Park Commission are expected to meet together. 
 The discussion then would concern the routing for a new highway in the area of the 
Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park. The present highway running through the park is 
inadequate…. 
 There are five routs under consideration. The fifth which the Park Commission favors, 
would run the highway up over a ridge outside the park…. 
 
HB (7 Nov. 1963) Hidden Springs Camp Area Near Myers Flat Expanded to 156 Units. Photos 
and long article. 
 
RR (26 Dec. 1963) The Division of Beaches and Parks is securing bids for the purchase and 
removal of buildings and for removal of salvage from the buildings at Lane’s Flat near Leggett in 
Mendocino County. 
 RR (2 Jan. 1964) Avenue Giants Now “Scenic Alternate”—Designation of the Avenue f the 
Giants in southern Humboldt as a “Scenic Alternate” rather than the present “Scenic Loop” has 
been approved by the State Dept. of Public Works….Businessmen along the Avenue, which is 
the superseded portion of Highway 101 where new freeways have been constructed, reported 
tourists often become confused at the term “loop” believing it would bring them back to their 
starting point, rather than paralleling the freeway. [more] 
 
RR (30 Jan. 1964) Nationwide Redwood Empire Advertising Campaign Launched by REA—
With publicity, billboards and magazine ads, Redwood Empire Association aims to attract even 
more than 1963’s estimated four million visitors to its groves, coast, lakes, rivers and mountains 
this year. Space is being contracted in such travel-oriented publications as Sunset, McCall’s, 
Westways and Motorland magazine; a new and enlarged REA “wayside” folder is in production; 
special releases already are appearing in metropolitan newspapers and major magazines; and a 
galaxy of top travel editors has been introduced to Redwood Empire scenic beauties. [more] 
 
RR (30 Jan. 1964) Conflicting Freeway Routing To Be Studied Jointly by State Highway and 
Park Commissions, Sacramento.—The California Highway Commission and State Park 
Commission have agreed to hold joint meetings in the future to discuss at least a dozen areas 
where proposed freeway or highway construction is creating conflicts with park operations or 
preservation. 
 Alfred J. Stern, Park Commission chairman, who presided over a joint meeting of the two 
bodies, said the first four areas he felt needed such meetings were the Prairie Creek State Park in 
Humboldt and Del Norte counties, Calaveras Big Trees, Richardson Grove and Emerald Bay, El 
Dorado…. 
 Charles A. DeTurk, Director of Parks and Recreation, and Edward F. Dolder, Chief of the 
Division of Beaches and Parks, presented prepared statements pointing out that park experts 
were the only ones qualified to determine what damage would result to a park from highway 
construction. They intimated this had not always been the practice in the past. 
 However, when J.C. Womack, State Highway Engineer, called for specific instances of 
unsatisfactory agreements in the past, Dolder named only one that was somewhat qualified. 
Dolder and his staff said that, as long as a highway had to be built through Humboldt Redwoods, 
the Highway Commission had selected the best route possible through the fringe of the trees in 
largely cutover area. However, they maintained that the road should have been built entirely 
outside the park “even if it had to go over in Trinity County.” 
  Robert B. Bradford, Highway Transportation Agency Administrator and Chairman of the 
Highway Commission, said it was a dangerous thing to adopt an “either or” approach 
 “The two commissions must agree we are going to accomplish both objectives not either 
or,” Bradford said. “We should have the objective to avoid irreplaceable parks and resources 
altogether. If we cannot avoid them altogether, we should avoid the principal core of the 
resources. The burden of proof is on us.” …. 
 In addition to Prairie Creek, Calaveras Big Trees, Richardson Grove and Emerald Bay, 
the Park Commission listed eight other parks which are immediately affected by proposed 
highway construction: Benbow Lake, Humboldt; D.L. Bliss, El Dorado; Henry Cowell, Santa 
Cruz and Leo Carrillo, Malibu Lagoon, Las Tunass, Santa Monica and Will Rogers Beach, all in 
Los Angeles county. 
 It also listed 42 other parks or beaches where new highway routings may occur which 
would threaten preservation of the parks…. 
 
RR (30 Jan. 1964) Conflicting Freeway Routing To Be Studied Jointly by State Highway and 
Park Commissions, Sacramento.—The California Highway Commission and State Park 
Commission have agreed to hold joint meetings in the future to discuss at least a dozen areas 
where proposed freeway or highway construction is creating conflicts with park operations or 
preservation. 
 Alfred J. Stern, Park Commission chairman, who presided over a joint meeting of the two 
bodies, said the first four areas he felt needed such meetings were the Prairie Creek State Park in 
Humboldt and Del Norte counties, Calaveras Big Trees, Richardson Grove and Emerald Bay, El 
Dorado…. 
 Charles A. DeTurk, Director of Parks and Recreation, and Edward F. Dolder, Chief of the 
Division of Beaches and Parks, presented prepared statements pointing out that park experts 
were the only ones qualified to determine what damage would result to a park from highway 
construction. They intimated this had not always been the practice in the past. 
 However, when J.C. Womack, State Highway Engineer, called for specific instances of 
unsatisfactory agreements in the past, Dolder named only one that was somewhat qualified. 
Dolder and his staff said that, as long as a highway had to be built through Humboldt Redwoods, 
the Highway Commission had selected the best route possible through the fringe of the trees in 
largely cutover area. However, they maintained that the road should have been built entirely 
outside the park “even if it had to go over in Trinity County.” 
  Robert B. Bradford, Highway Transportation Agency Administrator and Chairman of the 
Highway Commission, said it was a dangerous thing to adopt an “either or” approach 
 “The two commissions must agree we are going to accomplish both objectives not either 
or,” Bradford said. “We should have the objective to avoid irreplaceable parks and resources 
altogether. If we cannot avoid them altogether, we should avoid the principal core of the 
resources. The burden of proof is on us.” …. 
 In addition to Prairie Creek, Calaveras Big Trees, Richardson Grove and Emerald Bay, 
the Park Commission listed eight other parks which are immediately affected by proposed 
highway construction: Benbow Lake, Humboldt; D.L. Bliss, El Dorado; Henry Cowell, Santa 
Cruz and Leo Carrillo, Malibu Lagoon, Las Tunass, Santa Monica and Will Rogers Beach, all in 
Los Angeles county. 
 It also listed 42 other parks or beaches where new highway routings may occur which 
would threaten preservation of the parks…. 
 
 
 
 
RR (6 Feb. 1964) Supervisors Rap Ban on Freeway Tree Cutting; Oppose Purchase of More 
Land for State Parks—Supervisors from Marin to Del Norte county Friday gave unanimous 
support to State Highway officials and asked the State not to consider “a restrictive policy 
prohibiting the cutting of a single redwood for freeway purposes.” 
 The resolution was aimed at a statement last week by Mrs. Margaret Owings of Monterey 
County, a State Park Commissioner. At a joint meeting of State Parks and State Highway 
Commission to consider freeway policy through redwood groves, Mrs. Owings demanded “an 
unbroken policy…that no more virgin redwoods in state parks be cut down for freeways.” 
 Supervisors of the Redwood Empire meeting in Petaluma said such a policy could 
“totally disrupt highway planning and construction.” They said the State Division of Highways 
has the paramount responsibility “to construct safe and adequate highways taking into 
consideration all facets of public interest.” [more] 
 
RR (27 Feb. 1964) Bids Called for Dean Creek Section Redwood Parks Freeway [2.6 miles 
between Dean Creek and 3.4 miles south of Phillipsville] 
 
RR (23 April 1964) Alternate Plans for Benbow Dam Repairs Proposed [long article] 
 
RR (30 April 1964) “Ultra-Preservationists” Accused by REA of Campaign to Discredit Div. of 
Highways—“Ultra-Preservationists” have launched a calculated campaign to discredit California 
Division of Highways, the general manger of the REA charged this week. At a public hearing on 
routing Highway 101 in or around Prairie Creek State Park 50 miles north of Eureka, Carney J. 
Campton blistered the Sierra Club and its “ultra” allies for depicting the highway engineers “as 
television bad men in black hats who would chainsaw at night to deceive and despoil the public.”  
 Campton said the record shows otherwise and cited the new Redwood Bypass [microfilm 
too bad to read] 
 Campton exhibited a letter to news media from David Brower, Executive Director of the 
Sierra Club, n which Bower attacked the highway department as “a largely autonomous 
hierarchy” and declared that due to freeway threats to state parks this “autonomy” should be 
curtailed. [more] 
 
RR (7 May 1964) Miranda Conservationist Denies Charge Division of Highways Being 
Discredited. Editor Notes. The following Letter to the Editor was written by Ruth Leslie, 
Miranda. Because of the effect the results of the controversy over the routing of Highway 101 
through or around Prairie Creek State Park, 50 miles north of Eureka, may have on freeway 
routing in other sections of the county and state, we are pleased to publish her views. 
 “In answer to the charge by Carney J. Campton of the Redwood Empire Association, I 
wish to state that conservationists do not discredit the Division of Highways. I also attended the 
public hearing in Eureka on April 27 and it was very enlightening in view of the fact that the 
newspapers did not print all the facts, so that the people could decide intelligently and fairly in 
the interest of our county and state. 
 “If it were not for our early conservationists, Mr. Campton would not have his job in this 
area. There would not be any Redwood Empire to represent. The money donated by people who 
cared and also their efforts secured the groves and parks the tourists come here to see. The tourist 
trade so lucrative is eagerly wanted each year by businesses all along the highway, all anxious to 
get every possible dollar from the tourist to carry them through another year. 
 “Dr. Wayburn, President of the Sierra Club, credited the division of highways for a job 
well done. He said he thought they were capable of building excellent highways on the red-
brown ridge route bypassing the park and leaving the beautiful unique beach and bluffs 
unimpaired for the enjoyment of the people. 
 “I think this is the only roué that should be taken in the interest of our county, state and 
nation. It would be a real scenic highway with a magnificent view of the park and ocean. It is on 
cutover land bringing in very little tax revenue—23 to 30 cents per acre per year. 
 “It will leave the beach and bluffs a scenic gem unimpaired for the enjoyment of all our 
people, for a tourist attraction and an ideal addition to Prairie Creek Park. The Park needs the 
land to round out its mass recreation program. Many campsites are planned in the Park up in the 
section near the bluffs where the terrain is suitable for mass recreation. 
 “Tourism is fast becoming one of the biggest businesses in America The average tourist 
staying overnight in our county leaves $30. An enlargement of tourist accommodations will 
increase the income of Humboldt County by millions of dollars over the years, many millions 
more than can ever be saved by the beach route. The highway saving is not Humboldt money, 
but gas tax revenues of which there is an ever-increasing supply. Automobiles are the No. 1 
business in America; we need not ever run out of gas tax money. 
 “Our county will have to depend on other sources of income as our logging decreases. 
Recreation can mean business and job opportunities for many of our citizens. This land is 
recreation land. We cannot afford to lose any of it to a freeway. Once lost, it is lost forever. 
 “The beach route would divide the beach from the park, make a smelly, noisy route 
through a beautiful piece of irreplaceable land and leave the bluffs to be mined. This would be a 
detriment to the park and the scenic value of the highway and loss of a valuable source of tourist 
revenue. Is this loss worth the saving of a few cents a trip for the truckers? Who would want to 
spend a vacation camping by a mining operation or a freeway? ….Unanswered questions. Who 
besides truckers will gain by the beach route? Who wants to mine the bluffs? 
 “If the chamber of commerce and the supervisors were sincerely interested in the 
economic and scenic welfare of Humboldt County, they would all advocate the red-brown ridge 
route, leaving the beach and bluffs for all people of America to enjoy and to insure a continued 
tourist revenue to our county. We are lucky to have such a unique and valuable piece of natural 
beach and bluff in the county; we must preserve it. 
 “I am in the fight to preserve for all our people, all our irreplaceable natural heritage. 
 
RR (14 May 1964) How To Have Forests and Freeways—editorial [Gov. Brown proposes “tree 
for tree” policy in State Parks. If it is necessary to cut redwoods to build a freeway, an equal 
number of trees would be added to the park from adjacent private land] 
 
RR (14 May 1964) A Closer Look, Fort Bragg—Dave James, Seattle, Director of Public Affairs 
for Simpson Timber Co., outlined a healthy future for 150 high school boys, attending the 12th 
annual Redwood Region Junior Logging Congress. Simpson operates 200,000 acres of redwood 
tree farms and employs 1,800 people in California. 
 “Alarmists who look for stumps instead of sprouts would have the public believe the 
state’s magnificent redwoods are approaching Doomsday,” James said. “The truth is that no state 
has ever reserved a greater forest of ancient, giant trees for all time than California. 
 “Not only are the forests of California maintaining a billion dollar industry and 100,000 
jobs, but they are providing summertime recreation for increasing thousands of visitors.” 
 James said California contains 227,000 acres of publicly-owned redwood forests, of 
which 91,000 acres of groves and parks are now under state supervision…. 
 The speaker said all of California’s redwood parks grouped together would form a solid 
belt of thousand-year-old trees one mile wide and 141 miles long “never touched by loggers.” 
  
 James termed this the answer to “gloomy men who say all of our redwoods will be gone 
in 10 or 11 years.” The redwood industry began operating in the 1,7000,000 acres in this 
uniquely concentrated region 125 years ago and these same acres are still growing trees, James 
said…. 
 “That we have 250,000 acres of old-growth redwoods remaining and more than a million 
acres shooting new trees toward the skies is a credit to good conservation practices….” 
 
RR (14 May 1964) Park Service Study of Coast Redwoods Nears Completion, Clausen to Hold 
Area Hearings. [regarding national park] 
 
RR (21 May 1964) Cattleman Oppose Redwood Nat. Park—A resolution was unanimously 
adopted by the Humboldt County Cattlemen’s Association at its regular spring meeting, 
opposing the acquisition of timberlands in Humboldt and Del Norte counties by the National 
Park Service. To date the National Park Service has not advanced any specific proposal. [more] 
 
RR (28 May 1964) Benbow Lake Opens Memorial Weekend. 
 
RR (28 May 1964) BLM Announces Completion of Two New Campgrounds in King Range 
Conservation Area [photo]  
 
RR (2 July 1964) Clausen Issues Statement on Proposal to Create National Redwood Park on 
North Coast—“Interior Secretary Udall called this morning and asked me to participate with 
other conservation leaders in a meeting with the President in the White House today. Secretary 
Udall and Dr. Melville Grosvenor, President of the National Geographic Society, presented their 
recommendations for three [illegible] of a National Redwood Park to the President. 
 “Their recommendations resulted from a study sponsored by the National Geographic 
Society which granted $64,000 to the National Park Service to conduct it.  
 “It has been my longstanding position that scenic and significant groves of these majestic 
trees be preserved as they have grown from before the birth of Christ. The point we are moving 
toward is preservation of these areas without interfering with the local economy, in fact, by 
helping it where possible. 
 “Dr. Grosvenor and Park Service officials were very optimistic about the potential 
economic contribution to the North Coast from increased tourism resulting from the 
establishment of a National Redwood Park…. 
 “The recent National Geographic Magazine article on the Redwood Region is highly 
complementary to the responsible Redwood Industry….” 
 
RR (16 July 1964) REA Directors Adopt $118,800 Budget to Promote Tourism. 
 
RR (16 July 1964) Two Tourist Information Centers Opened—Green’s Pharmacy in Garberville 
and French’s Tourist Center next to Richardson Grove to date have been designated by the 
Garberville chamber of Commerce as tourist information centers. 
 These places of business are devoting space for the display of all available area tourist 
information and staff members have been given special instructions in greeting and giving 
additional information to tourists about local facilities and sight-seeing attractions. 
 RR (30 July 1964) New District Manager for BLM Appointed—Transferring from the Oregon 
staff of the BLM, John F. Lanz will assume the duties of Ukiah District Manager, replacing 
George C. Francis, who recently accepted a position with a private lumber firm. Lanz graduate 
forester; 3rd District Manager since Ukiah BLM District established in 1958. [more] 
 
RR (30 July 1964) “Thou Shall Not Pass” Defender of State Parks Tells Division of Highways—
The following are excerpts  of a prepared statement by Charles DeTurk, Director of Park and 
Recreation, for presentation before the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources, Planning and 
Public Works in Arcata, July 21. The committee heard testimony concerning the proposal Prairie 
Creek State Park freeway routing. 
 It is well established in law that the actions of one Legislature are not binding on those 
that follow. Yet a score and two years later an almost entirely new California Legislature 
expressing new ideas, concepts, aspiration, and intentions continue to insist that the values and 
integrity of the State Park System remain the responsibility of Park personnel and that these 
persons remain charged with a solemn responsibility—the preservation of that tiny portion of our 
scenic  landscape retained as it is and was for us and for those who will follow. 
 It is obvious that any attempt to violate the trusts placed with the State Park Commission 
and the Department of Parks is an expression of disdain for the actions of the Legislature. This 
becomes ever more manifest when I state that there are now twenty areas in California where the 
Department feels it must invoke that ringing words of Verdun, “They Shall Not Pass.” 
 In May of this year, the United States, most concerned with the bulldozing efforts, an 
defects of highway departments in almost every state of the Union, issued a regulation making it 
mandatory on state highway departments to give full consideration to the overall interests of the 
public. These interests are defined to include both their own program and programs of public 
recreational resources, including parks and historical sites. If the park officials do not agree with 
the highway planning, Park reasoning for non-concurrence is to be forwarded by the highway 
department to the Bureau of Public Roads in Washington for final determination by the Secretary 
of Commerce. 
 We ask that approval for any encroachment onto State Park lands be made mandatory and 
that the matter be determined by the State Park Commission. 
 And that is why I state that if a bridge and approach roads are constructed across Emerald 
Bay , that, if the sacred groves of Prairie Creek are trespassed on or if its adjoining Gold Beach is 
desecrated or if specific portions of a score of other State Parks are violated, there no longer truly 
exists a park—in theory, by legislative definition or in fact. 
 Californians and their friends from throughout the world visit the State Parks or the great 
Yosemite, the nation’s first State Park, because of the grandeur, the splendor, the magnificence. 
When a rollicking ill-conceived freeway is constructed through the heart of a park, the whole 
purpose of the park is destroyed, as well as the reason for anyone visiting it. These can never be 
replaced. 
 I have given considerable thought to recommending to Governor Brown that if and when 
the division of Highways exercises its alleged legal authority to condemn the magnificence of 
California and construct a freeway through Prairie Creek, or any other great State Park, which 
then, I trust will never come—that area be abandoned for park purposes, the properties sold and 
the moneys reinvested. 
 
  Section 5012 of the Public Resources permits the Director of Park and no other person to 
grant permits and easements for public roads across State Park properties. Section 5003[?] and 
5001.5 specifically instruct that I protect the park values and unless those park values are 
protected, I cannot grant an easement. A freeway through Prairie Creek or an expressway across 
Emerald Bay is a destruction of, not a protection of, park values. 
 The grave disasters which threaten at Prairie Creek and Emerald Bay are the 
responsibility of the division of Highways. The issue most surely will go into the courts, if the 
division of Highways makes any effort to proceed with the beach route or enlarge the present 
route at Prairie Creek. It is not conceivable that a law written in 1937 and yet to be tested in the 
courts, insofar as State Parks are concerned, will resolve in the favor of parks.  
 
AU (22 May 1980) Orick News—Albert and Gloria Zuber sold Little Red Hen property to 
California State Parks in April. Mr. and Mrs. Paul Grazioli had bought the property in 1926 with 
cabins, grocery store and dining room. Across the highway was a house rented to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ramazzini. He worked for highway department with Con Zuber, Luther white and Richard 
Truttman. The house burned down some years ago. Grazioli had cattle at one time. 
 Highway men roomed and boarded at the Hen. Fishermen and hunters used to come 
regularly. In 1942 the bar was added. Carlo Losa from Switzerland, Mrs. Grazioli’s cousin, lived 
at the Hen for 30 or 40 years. He was a fern picker and tended bar. Mr. and Mrs. Grazioli ran the 
Hen from 1955 to 1964 and built the drive in. Gloria and Albert took over in 1965. They say they 
already miss seeing all the people they used to meet every day and miss hearing what’s going on.  
 
T-S (16 June 1967) Relocation of Benbow Park Facilities Completed; Freeway Route Is Cleared 
of Units Within Deadline, Garberville—Garberville Rotary Club members were given 
information on the relocation of some of the facilities at Benbow State Park because of freeway 
construction and funds spent on Benbow Dam at their Tuesday meeting….Program Chairman 
Herb Heinze presented two Division of Beaches and Parks employees Doug Metcalf, Supervisor 
from Richardson Grove, and Gordon Hill, District Engineer from Eureka. 
 Metcalf state he was informed on March 17 the freeway in that area would go for bids by 
summer and the right of way must be cleared by the time the contract was let. Facilities at 
Benbow State Park had to be moved by May 1 and must be ready for use by the public by June 
16. This involved moving of rest rooms, dressing rooms, shrubs, trees and even grass. Parking 
areas had to be relocated….Some 45 trees, standing 30 feet tall, had to be transplanted….He was 
happy to state the deadline was met….Gordon Hill gave information….on Benbow Dam [more] 
 
HB (20 June 1968) Pepperwood Scene of Redwood Park Ceremony; photos, one of Newton 
Drury. 
 
AU (17 Oct. 1974) State parks in county to be enlarged in size. More than $3 million is slated for 
the expansion of three state parks and a recreation area in Humboldt County….The funds will 
add about 12,000 acres. 
 Humboldt Redwoods. 300 acres of scattered inholdings in Bull Creek and along and 
overlooking Eel River. 
 Patrick’s Point. 180 acres, including 3,800 feet of ocean frontage, including Agate Beach. 
 Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park. $1,000,000. To acquire 320 acres adjacent to the 
southeastern part of the park for a Frank P. Belotti Memorial Grove from Bagley Conservation 
Fund. 
 Benbow Lake State Recreation area. To remove dam and replace with flash boards to 
create summer recreation pool. 
 
AU (26 Dec. 1974) Save the Redwoods League Seeking Big Lagoon Woods. [STRL opened 
negotiations to purchase the strip of virgin timber adjoining Big Lagoon for addition to the State 
Park System….more] 
 
AU (30 Jan. 1975) Orick News, Thelma Hufford. Bill Allison is the new area manager for local 
state parks, which include Prairie Creek State Park, Dry Lagoon Patrick’s Point, Trinidad State 
Beach, Little River state Beach, Azalea Reserve and Fort Humboldt Historical Park. Mr. and 
Mrs. Allison will reside at Patrick’s Point Park, but the headquarters offices are at Prairie Creek 
Redwoods State Park. 
 Allison requested a transfer from the district office in Santa Rosa….Allison began to 
work as a park ranger in 1948 and has worked in parks on the Mendocino coast, Hearst Castle, 
Mt. Taylor, Sonoma, and in San Francisco. 
 
AU (28 Aug. 1975) Redwoods league donates to park. Two major land acquisition projects at 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park were announced today by Herbert Rhodes, Director of the 
California Dept. of Parks and Recreation. 
 One acquisition, which is completed, involves 345 acres of virgin redwoods in a remote 
mountainous area in the southern part of the park. The land, valued at $3 million, was purchased 
from the Save the Redwoods League for $1,495,748 from the 1974 Park and Recreation Bond 
Fund. The balance was a gift from the League. 
 The second, not completed, involves sixteen parcels scattered through the park, totaling 
2,325 acres. Valued at $1,003,374. Purchases will be made through $501,687 grant from the 
federal Land and Water Conservation Fund with League matching this amount. 
  
 
AU (28 Oct. 1976) Assemblyman Barry Keene has announced final approval has been given for 
the acquisition of the Frank P. Belotti Memorial Grove. Keene said the State Parks and 
Recreation Commission authorized the $1 million purchase of 160 acres owned by Save the 
Redwoods League as an addition to Humboldt County’s Prairie Creek State Park….Some 50 
acres near the center of the property are virgin redwoods and will be designated in memory of 
the late North Coast Assemblyman. 
 The proposed Prairie Creek addition lies in the Boyes Creek drainage less than a mile 
east of Highway 101, adjacent to the Park’s southeast boundary. The property was formerly 
owned by Pacific Lumber Co.  
 
AU (13 Jan. 1977) Save the Redwoods League recently purchased 320 acres of redwood, 
including a small grove of old growth, located along the north bank of Smith River downstream 
from the Hiouchi Bridge in Del Norte County. [more] 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
  
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
